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OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


UNION  LEAGUE. 


The  members  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia 
have  ample  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  success  of  their 
exertions  during  the  present  year.  A  more  momentous 
period  in  our  national  history  has  not  passed  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Republic.  Considering  the  events 
which  have  just  occurred  from  any  point  of  view,  they 
arise  before  us  with  a  solemn  dignity  and  a  grandeur  of 
consequence  that  subdue  the  mind  into  an  almost  rever¬ 
ential  awe  by  the  magnitude  of  their  proportions.  There 
is  no  epoch  of  modern  times  more  pregnant  with  vast 
results  to  the  world’s  future  millions  than  the  far-reach¬ 
ing  influences  which  will  follow  from  the  struggles  and 
the  triumphs  of  the  last  few  months.  There  is  no 
patriotic  citizen  who  is  not  impressed  and  invigorated 
bv  this  evident  truth;  no  traitor  who  is  not  stricken  and 
humiliated  by  the  overwhelming  rebuke  which  a  sagaci¬ 
ous  people  have  administered  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the 
enemies  of  human  liberty  throughout  the  civilized  globe. 
In  the  presence  of  events  so  stupendous  and  universal, 
it  may  seem  well  nigh  immodest  in  us  to  claim  even  a 
share  in  the  direction  of  the  means  by  which  these  great 
ends  were  accomplished.  Without  superstition,  we  may 
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plainly  see  more  than  human  agency  in  the  shaping  of 
our  national  de'sf'biy-:  ytlifct  dtc  in  ay  feef  Lhpelled  to  hum- 
ble  ourselves  ‘before  Cfa  Anpernal  power  for  this  merciful 
intercession  in  our  difficult  affairs,  rather  than  to  boast 
vainly  in  the  strength  of  our  hands  and  the  cunning  of 
our  brains.  That  which  man’s  wisdom  could  direct,  how¬ 
ever,  that  which  lay  within  our  limited  reach,  has  felt 
the  moulding  touch  of  our  institution.  The  Directors 
thank  their  fellow-members  for  the  zeal,  self-sacrifice  and 
capability  which  they  have  always  exhibited  when  sum¬ 
moned  to  perform  their  various  and  laborious  duties  on 
such  committees  as  the  Directors  appointed  for  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  the  ends  which  our  body  had  in  view.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  those  members  of  the 
League  who,  without  a  thought  of  private  consequences, 
put  aside  their  daily  business,  forgot  their  usual  hours 
of  relaxation,  and  worked  manfully  at  unaccustomed 
tasks  until  the  last  moment  of  needful  exertion. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Union  League,  held  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  unani¬ 
mously  renominated  for  the  Presidency,  in  a  series  of 
resolutions,  which  the  meeting  instructed  the  Secretary 
to  engross,  and,  by  a  proper  committee,  transmit  to  the 
President.  This  renomination  was  in  advance  of  the 
assembling  of  the  Baltimore  Convention,  and  was  doubt¬ 
less  not  without  weight  in  the  deliberations  of  that  body. 
At  the  same  meeting,  a  committee  of  seventy-six  rvas 
appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  to  secure  the  re¬ 
nomination  of  our  candidate,  and,  in  case  of  success,  to 
use  all  proper  means  to  aid  in  his  re-election.  The  com¬ 
mittee  at  once  went  vigorously  to  work;  various  sub¬ 
committees  were  appointed;  and  after  the  gratifying 
action  of  the  Baltimore  Convention,  even  a  stronger 
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stimulous  seemed  infused  into  their  efforts.  An  harmo¬ 
nious  understanding  and  cooperation  was  obtained  with 
the  State  Central  Committee,  and  with  the  various  local 
committees  of  the  entire  State,  and  never  was  a  canvass 
conducted  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  After 
the  liard-won  success  of  the  October  election,  a  deeper 
and  more  earnest  spirit  pervaded  the  action  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Seventy-six,  and  redoubled  exertion  was  the 
consequence.  Previous  to  this  election,  the  large  hall 
opposite  to  the  League  House  had  been  leased,  in 
which  public  meetings  were  held,  and  for  a  period 
of  six  weeks  its  walls  nightly  rang  with  the  elo¬ 
quent  voices  of  distinguished  orators  and  with  the 
plaudits  of  numerous  audiences.  A  greatly  increased 
Union  majority  in  the  city  was  the  result  of  this  awaking 
of  public  spirit.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  band  of 
patriotic  speakers  who  volunteered  their  services,  many 
of  whom  came  amongst  us  from  long  distances  and  at 
great  personal  inconvenience  to  themselves.  Their  re¬ 
spect  for  our  association  was  testified  by  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  they  made  these  sacrifices. 

Another  means  of  swaying  popular  opinion  was  also 
adopted  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Meetings.  A  news¬ 
paper,  entitled  the  “Union  League  Gazette,”  containing 
valuable  political  information,  was  circulated  wherever 
its  presence  could  be  made  useful.  Five  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  copies  of  this  newspaper  was  distributed 
within  the  six  weeks  preceding  the  Presidential  election, 
and  as  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  with  a  most 
beneficial  result. 

The  Board  of  Publication  has  not  relaxed  in  that  in¬ 
telligence  and  industry  which  was  so  justly  commended 
in  our  last  Annual  Report.  Between  December  1, 1863, 
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and  November  8,  1864,  the  Board  issued  one  million 
forty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four  copies  of 
various  loyal  documents,  both  in  the  English  and  the 
German  language.  Many  books  and  pamphlets  were  also 
circulated  for  other  loyal  Publication  Societies,  of  the  num¬ 
bers  of  which  no  exact  record  is  preserved.  No  one  can 
over  estimate  the  magnitude  of  the  silent  work  which  was 
performed  by  this  deluge  of  loyal  literature.  There  is 
scarcely  a  homestead  so  retired  into  which  one  or  more 
of  our  documents  have  not  found  a  way  of  entrance,  to 
the  enlightenment  of  its  secluded  inmates.  Whatever 
additional  funds  for  further  operations  may  be  required 
by  the  Board  of  Publication,  should  be  furnished  wil¬ 
lingly  by  those  who  have  heretofore  subscribed;  for  we 
regard  this  agency  as  the  most  useful  of  the  many  which 
have  been  established  by  our  association. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  League  was  about  to  send  into  the 
field  a  regiment  for  three  years’  service.  That  regiment 
soon  after  departed,  and  has  given  a  good  account  of 
itself  through  many  a  hard-fought  battle.  Within  the 
present  year  the  Military  Committee  has  also  recruited 
and  sent  to  the  army  two  full  regiments;  one  for  a  term 
of  service  of  one  hundred  days,  and  the  other  for  one 
year.  These  regiments  with  the  others  recruited  within 
the  last  eighteen  months  make  an  aggregate  of  nearly 
seven  regiments.  The  Committee  has  expended  in  this 
service  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  contributed 
chiefly  by  members  of  the  League.  The  Committee  is 
still  actively  employed  in  its  proper  duties,  and  hopes 
before  long  either  to  enlist  a  new  regiment,  or  to  fill  up 
the  wasted  ranks  of  those  already  in  the  field.  We  com¬ 
mend  the  purposes  of  the  Military  Committee  to  the 


7 


favorable  consideration  of  our  members.  Nothing  has 
done  more  to  spread  the  fame  and  the  influence  of  the 
League  than  this  most  honorable  employment  of  its  re¬ 
sources.  The  Directors  herewith  submit  the  report  of 
the  Military  Committee  to  the  attention  of  the  meeting. 

Under  the  management  of  the  Building  Committee, 
the  new  League  House  has  advanced  towards  completion 
with  great  rapidity.  We  hope  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  building  by  the  first  day  of  March  next.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  immense  rise  in  labor  and  material,  the  en¬ 
ergetic  contractor  has  pushed  forward  the  work  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  day,  though,  we  regret  to  say,  not 
without  pecuniary  loss  to  himself  in  the  faithful  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  his  contract.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Union  League  will  not  permit  this  honorable 
builder  to  sustain,  unrelieved,  the  load  he  now  so  cheer¬ 
fully  carries;  but  will  meet  him  in  that  generous  spirit 
which  has  heretofore  characterized  our  dealings  with  all 
men.  No  one  who  has  examined  the  new  structure  on 
Broad  Street,  can  doubt  its  fitness  for  the  objects  of  our 
association.  Its  spacious  halls  particularly  adapt  it  to 
the  accommodation  of  numerous  assemblies;  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  rooms  are  so  admirably  planned  for  the  purposes 
which  we  have  in  view,  that  no  comfort  can  be  desired 
by  our  members  that  will  not  be  found  within  its  walls. 

On  the  first  day  of  December  the  Union  League  num¬ 
bered  upon  its  roll  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
members.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  having  joined 
us  during  the  last  year.  This  increase  is  altogether  in¬ 
sufficient;  and  the  Board  of  Directors  advise  our  mem¬ 
bers  to  set  themselves  strenuously  to  work,  in  order  to 
add  to  our  numbers.  With  very  slight  individual  exer¬ 
tion,  our  ranks  may  be  swelled  to  two  thousand  before 
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the  expiration  of  the  next  year;  a  number  which  our 
new  house  will  accommodate  without  inconvenience. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  seven  resigna¬ 
tions.  principally  of  those  who  have  removed  from  the 
city.  We  have  to  deplore  that  death  has  taken  from 
amongst  us  eleven  members,  whose  loss  is  more  keenly 
felt  at  a  time  when  our  country  can  ill  spare  the  services 
of  her  faithful  sons.  Of  these,  two  were  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  whose  vacant  places  painfully  remind 
us  of  our  bereavement  on  each  assembling  of  our  body. 
Although  this  is  not  a  proper  place  for  even  a  brief  tribute 
to  our  departed  associates,  we  may  be  pardoned  for  ex¬ 
pressing  our  heartfelt  regret  over  the  honorable  memories 
of  two  such  noble  examples  of  patriotic  worth  as  John 
B.  Myers  and  Benjamin  Gerhard. 

The  Union  League  has  always  kept  a  vigilant  eye  upon 
the  requirements  of  the  gallant  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
Republic.  In  order  to  meet  the  calls  of  one  of  their  most 
pressing  wants — the  establishment  of  some  institution 
for  the  care  and  judicious  management  of  the  small  sums 
of  money  which  they  are  able  to  save  from  their  pay — 
the  Board  of  Directors  recommend  that  a  Soldiers’  and 
Sailors’  Saving  Fund  be  instituted  under  the  auspices  of 
the  League,  and  that  a  charter  for  that  purpose  be  ob¬ 
tained.  An  interest  of  at  least  five  per  cent,  might  be 
paid  to  depositors  in  the  proposed  Saving  Fund;  and 
this  interest,  or  any  part  of  a  principal  sum  might,  on 
written  orders  from  the  depositors,  be  paid  periodically 
to  the  families  of  those  having  accounts  with  the  institu¬ 
tion.  No  one  can  fail  to  perceive  how  beneficial  to  our 
absent  defenders,  and  to  their  inexperienced  families 
would  be  the  workings  of  such  an  establishment,  if  its 
affairs  were  conducted  with  care  and  liberality. 
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The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  League,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  Auditors,  are  herewith  subrmtted 
to  the  meeting.  The  income  from  all  sources  to  Decern- 
her  1, 1864.  including  also  the  balance  from  the  accounts 
of  last  year,  amounts  to  sixty  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents.  The  dis¬ 
bursements  to  the  same  period  were  twenty-three  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents;  leaving  a  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of 
thirty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  dol¬ 
lars  and  sixty-eiglit  cents.  The  Board  of  Directors  con¬ 
gratulate  the  League  on  the  prosperous  condition  of  our 
finances;  and,  in  justice  to  our  untiring  Treasurer,  desire 
to  commend  his  excellent  management  to  the  approval 
of  our  fellow-members.  As  the  report  of  the  Auditors  is 
but  a  verification  of  the  Treasurer’s  accounts  and  vouch¬ 
ers,  it  requires  no  especial  comment  from  the  Directors. 

Petitions  for  the  aid  of  various  patriotic  and  charitable 
projects  have  been  from  time  to  time  addressed  to  the 
Board  of  Directors,  accompanied  often  with  recommend¬ 
ations  from  our  zealous  but  seemingly  uninformed  mem¬ 
bers.  To  those  well  acquainted  with  the  regulations  of 
this  institution,  it  need  not  be  said  that  the  Directors 
have  no  right  to  dispose  of  the  funds  of  the  League  in 
any  manner  but  in  that  prescribed  in  the  By-Laws,  which 
are  equally  binding  on  all.  Disappointed  applicants  will 
therefore  bear  in  mind  that  the  Directors  have  no  discre¬ 
tionary  power  in  the  disbursement  of  your  money;  and 
that  disappointment  must  necessarily  follow  all  applica¬ 
tions,  even  though  the  objects  for  which  the  aid  is  sought 
may  have  our  hearty  sympathy  and  approval.  No  com¬ 
mittee,  Avliose  purposes  required  the  use  of  money,  has 
ever  been  appointed  by  the  Directors  without  being 
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obliged  to  raise  a  fund  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  en¬ 
tirely  independent  of  the  general  treasury  of  the  League. 
Thus,  the  disbursements  from  our  regular  resources  have 
borne  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  large  sums  dispensed 
by  various  committees;  but  this  wise  system  has  kept 
the  treasurv  in  an  unembarrassed  condition,  and  has  en- 
abled  us  to  count  confidently  on  our  future  prosperity. 

.In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  last  meet¬ 
ing,  the  Directors  submit  to  the  League  a  draft  of  a  new 
code  of  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  the  association 
under  the  terms  of  our  charter.  The  Directors  believe 
that  all  necessary  regulations  are  included  in  the  draft 
which  is  offered  to  the  consideration  of  this  meeting.  It 
is  thought  that  some  matters  of  purely  domestic  govern¬ 
ment  should  be  confided  to  the  Board,  in  order  that  no 
stringency  in  the  By-Laws  may  prevent  the  Directors 
from  keeping  pace  with  the  changing  necessities  of  our 
condition,  or  from  adapting  our  regulations  to  the  obvi¬ 
ous  wishes  of  our  members.  The  greater  interests  of  the 
institution  are  too  strictly  guarded  to  give  occasion  for 
any  anxiety  as  to  those  minor  matters  which  are  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Board. 

Our  League  House  has  been  visited  by  about  twenty- 
five  hundred  guests  during  the  past  year;  and  formal  in¬ 
vitations,  granting  the  privileges  of  the  house  to  the 
recipients,  have  been  issued  to  over  eight  hundred  stran¬ 
gers.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference,  the  Baptist 
Conference,  and  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  ac¬ 
cepted  the  hospitalities  of  the  League  at  various  times 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  bestowed  their  confirmation 
upon  the  objects  of  our  association  in  many  eloquent  and 
inspiriting  addresses.  We  feel  grateful  to  these  reverend 
gentlemen  for  the  blessings  which  they  invoked  and  left 
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behind  them.  It  has  seldom  happened  that  any  semi¬ 
political  body  has  received  so  much  consideration  from 
men  of  their  sacred  calling. 

The  Board  of  Directors  wish  again  to  warn  our  mem¬ 
bers  against  entangling  our  institution  in  personal  affairs 
or  insignificant  issues.  The  broad  national  policy  of  the 
League,  its  unselfish  advocacy  of  or  opposition  to  the  great 
questions  of  the  day  have  alone  secured  it  the  respect  of 
the  people  and  the  attention  of  the  Government.  It  is 
not  desirable  that  members  should  be  restricted  in  their 
individual  efforts  for  the  support  of  any  measure  or  the 
benefit  of  any  man,  however  humble ;  but  it  would  be  a 
flagrant  injustice  to  this  corporation,  if  a  few  members 
should  assemble  together,  without  the  formalities  pre¬ 
scribed  in  our  regulations,  and  by  resolution  or  subscrip¬ 
tion  assume  to  speak  for  the  League  as  a  body.  We 
therefore  caution  our  members  against  acting  in  a  repre¬ 
sentative  capacity,  or  signing  their  names  to  any  docu¬ 
ment,  as  members  of  the  League,  when  their  intention 
is  simply  to  declare  their  wishes  as  individuals.  When 
the  League  desires  to  express  itself,  either  in  approval 
or  in  disapproval,  the  law  provides  an  easy  method  for 
obtaining  its  authority  to  any  expression  of  opinion,  the 
utterance  of  which  is  not  vested  in  the  officers  of  the 
corporation,  and  not  to  be  arrived  at  through  the  deliber¬ 
ations  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

In  concluding  this  report,  the  Directors  congratulate 
the  League  on  the  changed  aspect  of  national  affairs 
since  our  last  stated  meeting.  The  failing  strength  of 
the  rebellion,  which  was  then  a  matter  of  conjecture  and 
speculation  is  now  become  an  evident  truth,  plain  to  the 
perceptions  of  the  most  short-sighted.  If  a  defensive 
attitude  be  not  an  evidence  of  skill,  it  is  surely  an  evi- 
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dence  of  weakness;  and  the  rebels  have  remained  too 
long  on  the  defensive,  and  in  that  posture  have  accom¬ 
plished  too  little  to  entitle  them  to  claim  any  credit  for 
their  enforced  strategy.  Everywhere  the  ground  over 
which  the  rebellion  tyrannizes  is  becoming  more  and 
more  limited.  Each  day  cuts  off  somewhat  from  the  ter¬ 
ritory,  the  population,  and  the  resources  which  sustain 
our  foe.  His  overthrow  is  merely  a  question  of  time; 
and  as  that  time  is  measured  only  by  God’s  will  and 
wisdom,  let  us  abide  it  in  prayerful  patience  and  serene 
confidence.  Looking  towards  the  future,  we  may  say, 
without  claiming  more  than  human  foresight,  that  what¬ 
ever  new  phases  our  military  fortunes  may  put  on,  the 
ultimate  logic  of  our  bayonets  will  be  irresistible  and 
conclusive.  Above  all  predictions,  beyond  all  peradven- 
tures,  securely  fixed  in  the  highest  regions  of  faith  stand 
these  two  clear  facts,  that  a  great  moral  revolution  has 
made  the  institution  of  slavery  as  odious  as  it  is  known 
to  be  impolitic;  and  that,  at  some  time  and  on  terms  of 
universal  freedom  a  restoration  of  the  union  of  our  coun¬ 
try  is  certain. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

GEO.  II.  BOKER, 

Secretary . 


APPENDIX. 


Philadelphia,  December  2,  1864. 


To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 


Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors  appointed  at  the  last 
Annual  Meeting  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them  with  the 
vouchers  aud  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  the  following  figures  : 

On  hand  Dec.  1,  1863,  cash  in  bank,  .  $1,941  80 

$6,000  U.  S.  1881  Bonds,  costing  5,850  00 
$16,000  U.  S.  5-20  Bonds,  costing  16,016  38 

" - $23,808  18 

Entrance  fee  from  188  members,  at  $25,  .  $4,700  00 

Annual  tax  from  3  members,  for  1863,  at 

$12  50, .  37  50 

Annual  tax  from  1,056  members,  for  1864, 

at  $25, . 26,400  00 

Annual  tax  from  69  members,  for  1864,  at 
$12  50,  .  .  .  .  862  50 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  for  1865,  at  $25,  25  00 

-  32,025  00 


Interest  and  premium  on  interest  on  U.  S. 
Bonds,  ....... 

Profit  on  sale  of  $6,000  U.  S.  1881  Bonds, 
Profit  on  sale  of  $16,000  U.  S.  5-20  Bonds, 
Profit  on  purchase  and  sale  of  $17,100  5-20 
Bonds,  ....... 


2,113  16 

$540  00 
1,439  62 

1,061  38 

- -  3,041  00 


Expenditures, 


S60,987  34 
23,823  66 


Balance,  .....  $37  163  68 

On  hand,  $36,000;  new  U.  S.  7-30  Bonds, 
costing  ......  $36,000  00 

Cash  in  bank,  ......  1,163  68 


$37,163  6S 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Daniel  Smith,  Jr.,  T 
George  Trott,  >-  Auditors. 
Bindley  Smyth,  ) 


Union  League  House,  | 
December  12,  1864.  j 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  : 

The  Military  Committee  of  the  League  respectfully  report  that 
since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  League  they  have  raised  one 
regiment  for  three  years  (being  the  183d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers); 
one  regiment  for  one  hundred  days  (the  196th  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers),  one  regiment  for  one  year,  (the  198th  P.  V.) ;  and  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  four  companies  for  the  same  term  attached  to  the  latter. 
These  regiments,  with  those  raised  between  June  and  December. 
1863,  make  a  total  of  six  full  regiments,  and  of  a  number  of  com¬ 
panies  nearly  equal  to  a  seventh,  recruited  and  put  into  the  service 
by  your  Committee  during  the  past  eighteen  months. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  reports  the  useful  and 
honorable  career  of  the  troops  thus  raised  under  the  sanction  and  by 
the  aid  of  the  League.  The  fourth  regiment  (183d  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers)  has  taken  part  in  the  marches  and  battles,  which  com¬ 
menced  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House ;  and  the  evidence  of  its  hard 
and  gallant  service  is  found  in  the  large  number  of  its  killed  and 
wounded.  The  fifth  regiment  (196th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  Col. 
Harmanus  Neff,  was  employed  in  Illinois,  in  guarding  large  bodies  of 
rebel  prisoners,  and  doing  other  important  duties ;  and  its  excellent 
discipline  and  efficiency  were  the  subject  of  repeated  compliments  in 
General  Orders  by  the  Commanders  of  that  Military  District.  The 
sixth  regiment  (198th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  Col.  H.  G.  Sickel, 
was  ordered  to  the  front,  before  Petersburg,  within  a  few  days  after 
its  muster  into  the  service,  and  under  its  able  officers  at  once  took  a 
high  place  in  the  estimation  of  its  Brigade  and  Division  and  Corps 
Commanders;  and  at  this  time  is  held  second  to  no  equal  body  of 
men  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  disbursements  by  the  Committee  for  the  raising  of  these  six 
regiments  and  the  additional  companies  amount  to  upwards  of  8100,000, 
which  sum  has  been  mainly  contributed  by  members  of  the  League. 

The  Committee  believing  that  its  special  work  is  one  intimately 
connected  with  the  original  purpose  of  the  League, — to  aid  and  sus¬ 
tain  the  Federal  Union — propose,  so  far  as  the  means  at  their  disposal 
may  warrant,  to  continue  to  recruit  soldiers  for  the  army  ;  the  success 
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which  has  attended  their  efforts  thus  far  bating  Secured  the  confidence 
of  the  public  and  the  special  approbation  of  the  War  Department,  as 
to  their  mode  of  carrying  out  the  purpose  for  which  the  Committee 
was  constituted. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

J.  R.  Fry, 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


Less  than  a  year  has  passed  since  the  members  of 
the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  assembled  in  this 
house  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  their  association. 
Whoever  will  cast  his  mind  back  to  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  December,  1862,  will  be  able  to  con¬ 
jecture  what  was  the  state  of  the  country  by  the  con¬ 
dition  of  his  own  feelings  on  that  day.  The  hearts 

/ 

of  loyal  men  were  everywhere  depressed.  The  Battle 
of  Antietam  had  been  followed  by  a  period  of  military 
inaction  so  complete,  that  public  spirit  sank  into  an 
almost  hopeless  lethargy,  and  doubt  and  distrust  had 
crept  into  the  minds  of  the  most  sanguine.  The  rebel 
pirates  were  sweeping  from  the  seas  the  floating  for¬ 
tunes  of  our  merchants.  Domestic  traitors  were 

sneering  at  our  efforts  to  break  the  power  of  their 

% 

Southern  brethen,  and  were  predicting  a  speedy  close 
to  the  war,  through  the  exhanstation  of  our  courage 
and  resources.  Upon  this  state  of  things  fell  the  dis¬ 
astrous  news  which  came  to  ns  from  Fredericksburg 
and  from  Vicksburg.  Burnside  had  been  repulsed, 
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Sherman  had  been  repulsed.  Gold  rose  to  a  higher 
point  than  it  had  reached  since  the  war  began ;  the 
hitherto  whispered  treason  of  secret  coteries  became 
out-spoken  in  our  streets ;  and  loyal  men  forsook 
many  of  their  old  associations  rather  than  encounter 
its  impudent  presence.  It  was  at  this  time,  and  in 
this  threatening  posture  of  affairs,  that  the  projectors 
of  the  Union  League  called  together  their  fellow  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  purpose  of  organization.  What  passed  at 
that  meeting  is  recorded  in  the  Minute  Book  of  the 
League;  what  has  since  passed,  will  be  recorded  in 
our  country’s  history. 

At  first  our  aims  were  moderate.  We  proposed 
to  establish  a  social  institution ;  to  open  a  home  for 
loyalty,  where  true  men  might  breathe  without 
having  their  atmosphere  contaminated  by  treason. 
We  thought  proper  to  add  to  our  rooms  such  literary 
and  domestic  attractions  as  would  insure  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  members.  In  those  dark  and  dispiriting 
days,  the  League  House  was  regarded  by  some  as 
a  refuge  rather  than  as  a  resort  for  loyalty ;  a  place 
where  patriotism  might  harbor  from  social  antag¬ 
onisms,  rather  than  as  a  public  forum  whence  it 
might  speak  to  the  nation.  We  hoped  to  move  by 
our  example  and  our  fellowship,  and  not  by  our  bold 
declaration  and  our  combined  action.  The  activity, 
which  the  League  has  since  developed,  arose  naturally 
from  its  constitution ;  and  we  believe  there  is  not  a 
single  member  of  our  body  who  would  now  wish  to 
change  the  course  of  our  public  policy. 
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The  first  effect  of  our  organization  was  to  awaken 
a  spirit  of  imitation.  Our  example  was  approved 
on  all  sides;  and  many  letters  were  addressed  to 
the  Directors,  asking  for  information  and  aid  to  insti¬ 
tute  similar  associations  elsewhere.  To  meet  these 
inquiries,  a  printed  circular  letter  was  prepared,  which 
was  sent  into  every  city,  town  and  village  throughout 
the  land.  This  letter  contained  plans  for  organizing 
Leagues,  adapted  to  the  wants  and  the  means  of  each 
different  state  of  society.  Immediately  a  host  of 
Leagues  arose  in  our  own  and  neighboring  states. 
Wherever  a  few  loyal  men  could  gather  together, 
some  habitation  was  marked  with  the  buttering 
symbol  of  our  country,  and  designated  as  “  The 
League.”  Now  there  is  scarcely  a  hamlet  in  the 
loyal  states  that  cannot  point  to  such  an  institution, 
and  the  example  is  being  rapidly  followed  in  all 
those  states  which  our  arms  have  redeemed  from 
rebel  thraldom.  If  the  parent  League  had  pro¬ 
duced  no  more  than  this  brood  of  faithful  offspring,  it 

would  have  accomplished  a  great  work.  Everywhere 

%  • 

loyalty  was  consolidated  and  made  effective.  It 
became  something  more  than  a  mere  sentiment;  it 
became  a  resolute  spirit  that  moved  into  combined 
action  a  multitude  of  influential  men.  From  these  focal 
centres  went  forth  opinions  that  enlightened  their 
various  neighborhoods.  Men  no  longer  feared  to  speak 
aloud  in  their  country’s  cause.  The  mere  act  of  as- 
sociation  had  inspired  that  courage.  Instead  of 
shrinking  from  the  disastrous  prophecies  and  threats 
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of  the  traitors,  we  predicted  and  cautioned  in  turn. 
The  very  fact  of  our  existence  was  a  standing  rebuke 
to  disloyal  men;  and  the  sight  of  our  flags  filled  their 
hearts  with  intolerable  memories  of  their  own  false¬ 
hood. 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  moved  slowly, 
and  we  may  even  say  reluctantly,  into  active  public 
life  ;  but  we  were  impelled  towards  this  career  by  the 
very  law  of  our  being.  No  large  association  of  in¬ 
telligent  men  could  long  remain  idle  in  times  like 
these.  We  had  no  specific  aim;  but  the  resistless 
course  of  events  provided  aims  for  us.  At  first  we 
instituted  the  Monday  evening  meetings,  and  invited 
our  own  orators,  and  those  of  other  states  who  were 
sojourning  with  us,  to  address  our  assembled  mem¬ 
bers  on  national  topics. 

The  desire  naturally  arose  to  disseminate  patriotic 
principles  amongst  a  larger  and  more  distant  audience, 
whose  minds  could  only  be  reached  through  the 
agency  of  printed  documents.  The  plan  was  too 
large  a  one  for  the  unaided  efforts  of  the  Directors ; 
hence  originated  the  idea  of  appointing  a  Board  of 
Publication;  and  as  the  Directors  had  no  power  to 
vote  away  the  funds  of  the  League,  even  for  patriotic 
purposes,  they  authorized  the  raising  of  a  separate  fund 
for  the  objects  of  this  committee.  A  sum  of  over  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars  was  subscribed  in  a  short  time, 
and  the  Board  of  Publication  began  its  labours.  We 
are  all  familiar  with  the  productions  which  it  put  in 
circulation ;  they  have  been  distributed  throughout 
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the  country ;  there  is  scarcely  a  post-town,  from 

Maine  to  California,  that  has  not  received  a  package 

of  our  publications.  The  good  accomplished  by 

them  cannot  be  estimated.  When  the  State  Central 
% 

Committee  began  the  late  canvass  in  Pennsylvania, 
they  made  immediate  application  for  the  publications 
of  the  League.  Our  remaining  stock  was  turned 
over  to  them ;  new  pamphlets  were  written  and 
printed ;  the  state  was  overflowed  by  our  produc¬ 
tions,  and  a  harvest  of  success  was  the  result.  Our 
sanguine  opponents  were  beaten,  when  they  were 
preparing  to  celebrate  their  coming  certain  triumph  ; 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  were  beaten 
by  the  loyal  sentiments  which  the  League  assisted  to 
set  in  motion.  Since  our  Board  of  Publication  com¬ 
menced  work,  there  have  been  issued  more  than  one 
million  copies  of  their  own  publications,  and  they  have 
also  been  instrumental  in  circulating  in  great  num¬ 
bers  the  publications  of  other  associations. 

There  is  a  large  and,  we  regret  to  say,  increasing 
class  of  our  citizens  whose  situation  deserves  our  ten- 
derest  sympathy ;  we  refer  to  the  disabled  soldiers 
and  seamen  whose  wounds  have  incapacitated  them 
from  following  their  noble  professions,  and  who,  on 
returning  to  their  homes,  are  looking  anxiously  about 
them  for  some  honorable  means  of  support.  No  one 
will  dispute  the  justice  of  their  claim  for  the  right  to 
labour  in  any  department  where  they  can  give  satis¬ 
faction.  Their  demand  should  have  preference  over 
all  competitors.  To  assist  them  in  obtaining  such 
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situations  as  they  are  capable  of  filling,  the  Directors 
appointed  a  committee  of  members  of  the  League  who 
were  charged  with  this  benevolent  duty.  This  com- 
mittee  has  taken  an  office,  employed  an  agent  and 
issued  circulars  in  every  direction  where  it  was  sup¬ 
posed  employment  could  be  found.  If  the  under¬ 
taking  has  not  succeeded  as  it  deserves,  it  has  not  been 
from  any  want  of  effort  upon  the  part  of  our  com¬ 
mittee,  but  because  selfish  considerations  have  closed 
the  eyes  of  employers  to  their  evident  duties.  We 
trust  the  members  of  the  League  will  hereafter  use 
their  best  exertions  to  forward  the  objects  of  the 
“  Committee  for  obtaining  Employment  for  disabled 
Soldiers  and  Seamen.” 

In  the  condition  of  public  excitement,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  the  rebel  invasion  of  our  State  during  the  past 
summer,  the  Directors  thought  it  proper  to  abandon 
the  project  of  a  great  national  celebration  of  the  fourth 
of  July,  for  which  they  had  long  been  preparing; 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  subscribers,  to  use 
the  money  which  had  been  contributed  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  together  with  as  much  more  as  could  be  obtained, 
in  assisting  to  strengthen  the  defences  of  our  State. 
A  committee  of  the  members  of  the  League  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  aban¬ 
doned  celebration,  which  was  empowered  to  enlist  and 
send  into  the  field  as  many  regiments  as  its  means 
might  warrant.  In  a  few  days  a  sum  of  eighty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  was  collected,  and  three  regiments  were 
organized,  equipped  and  sent  forward  before  the  mili- 
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tarv  authorities  had  need  for  their  services.  Assist- 

J 

ance  was  also  given  to  the  “  Dana  Troop  ”  in  complet¬ 
ing  its  equipment;  by  which  wise  liberality  its  departure 
to  the  field  was  greatly  hastened.  On  the  return  of 
our  three  regiments  to  Philadelphia,  an  effort  was 
made  by  the  committee  to  raise  one  regiment,  to  be 
enlisted  for  three  years  or  the  war,  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  This  enterprize  is 
now  in  progress,  and  deserves  the  warmest  support  of 
the  members  of  the  League. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  committees,  which 

emanated  directly  from  the  League,  there  are  other 

associations  indirectly  connected  with  us,  or  owing 

their  origin  to  the  efforts  of  our  members.  The 

“  Soldiers’  Claim  and  Pension  Agency,”  in  the  building 

of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  is  composed  of  gentlemen 

who  are  members  of  the  League.  This  agency  takes 

charge*  of  the  legal  relations  of  the  soldiers  to  the 

Government,  and  obtains  them  their  rights  free  of 

expense,  and  safe  from  the  exactions  of  unprincipled 

collectors.  We  understand  that  this  agency  gives 

continual  employment  to  distinguished  counsel,  and 

has  already  collected  thousands  of  dollars  that,  without 

its  aid,  might  have  been  lost  to  deserving  men.  The 

“  Supervisory  Committee  for  Becruiting  Colored 

Troops”  is  also  composed  of  members  of  the  League. 

The  benefits  of  the  work  which  it  is  doing  will  hardly 

be  questioned,  at  this  period  of  our  national  history, 

by  any  member  of  the  Union  League.  The  great 

“  Sanitary  Commission,”  the  Christian  Commission,” 
j  ’  * 


10 


our  neighbor  and  brother  association,  the  “National 
Union  Club,”  all  have  our  sympathy,  and  at  times 
have  had  our  co-operation  in  their  various  movements. 

The  lease  of  the  building  now  occupied  by  the 
League  will  expire  on  the  15th  of  August,  1864. 
After  several  ineffectual  efforts,  we  are  convinced  that 
we  cannot  renew  it  on  any  terms  that  would  be  advan¬ 
tageous  to  our  interests.  It  therefore  behooves  us  to 
look  around  for  another  building  suitable  to  our  wants. 
A  number  of  gentlemen,  almost  all  of  whom  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  League,  have  purchased  a  lot  of  ground 
on  Broad  street,  near  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  upon  which  they  propose  to  erect  a  building 
adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  League.  The  entire 
cost  of  this  structure,  including  the  price  paid  for  the 
lot,  will  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
At  first  it  was  agreed  that  this  building  should  be 
leased  to  the  League  at  an  annual  rent,  not  to*  exceed 
six  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  with  the  addition  of  taxes. 
This  offer  was  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  just 
named,  another  plan  has  been  suggested  by  the  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  Building  Fund  which  is  hereafter  sub¬ 
mitted,  viz :  “  The  present  Trustees,  holding  title  to  the 
lot,  to  retain  that  title  until  the  incorporation  of  the 
League  with  proper  powers  in  their  charter  to  take  and 
hold  this  real  estate ;  whereupon  the  Trustees  convey 
title  to  the  League,  taking  a  mortgage  to  secure  cer¬ 
tificates  of  Loan  of  $500  each,  not  exceeding  say 
$120,000  in  the  aggregate,  bearing  interest  at  six 
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per  cent,  payable  half  yearly,  and  the  principal  pay¬ 
able  in  twenty  years.  The  contributors  to  receive 
one  certificate  of  Loan  for  each  sum  of  $500  sub¬ 
scribed  and  paid  in.” 

Many  advantages  would  arise  from  accepting  this 
plan.  The  League  would  acquire  a  building  precisely 
adapted  to  its  wants,  which  the  present  house  is  not. 
We  should  have  room  for  the  officers  of  the  League  ; 
room  and  greater  conveniences  for  the  Board  of  Pub¬ 
lication;  and  room  for  the  operations  of  any  other 
large  committees  that  may  hereafter  be  appointed. 
We  should  also  possess  the  property  which  we  occupy  ; 
and  its  existence  would  be,  for  many  years  to  come,  a 
memorial  of  this  association;  a  monument  of  the  history 
of  that  vast  loyal  movement  which  began  in  the 
gloomiest  days  of  the  Great  Rebellion,  and  continued 
with  growing  vigor  until  peace  and  re-union  made  at 
least  its  public  characteristics  unnecessary.  Some 
other  association,  some  large  comprehensive  Club,  rep¬ 
resenting  all  the  different  interests  of  our  citizens, 
might  occupy  the  building,  no  longer  able  to  contain 
the  universal  patriotism  of  our  people ;  but  whatever 
may  be  the  uses  to  which  it  will  be  applied,  it  would 
hereafter,  to  all  future  generations,  be  known  only  as 
the  “  League  House,”  and  its  history  would  form  a 
curious  and  instructive  chapter  in  the  annals  of  our 

citv. 

•/ 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  plan  proposed  by  the  con¬ 
tributors  to  the  Building  Fund,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
obtain  a  charter  from  the  State,  in  which  the  Board 
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anticipate  no  serious  difficulty.  A  charter,  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Directors,  is  herewith  submitted.  It 
will  be  observed  that  in  the  new  charter  the  number 
of  Directors  is  increased  from  nine  to  fifteen.  This 
change  has  been  made  in  deference  to  the  suggestions 
of  members  who  desire  that  the  increased  numbers  of 
the  League  should  be  entitled  to  an  increased  number 
*  of  representatives  in  the  Board.  The  Directors  submit 
the  whole  subject  to  the  consideration  of  this  meeting, 
with  the  request  that  immediate  action  be  taken. 
The  time  between  to-day  and  the  fifteenth  of  August 
1864,  is  too  brief  to  warrant  much  delay  in  arriving  at 
a  determination  of  these  important  propositions. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  of  Directors  have 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  members  of  his  Cabinet,  to  the  most  distinguished 
Military  and  Naval  Commanders,  and  to  certain  of  our 
triends  in  England  and  France,  who  have  remained 
faithful  to  us  through  our  national  trials,  the  usual 
medal  of  the  League,  struck  in  gold  in  the  President’s 
case,  and  in  silver  in  all  other  cases,  as  a  mark  of  our 
appreciation  of  their  services  to  the  country.  The 
medals  were  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  Board, 
giving  to  the  recipients  the  freedom  of  the  League. 
These  testimonials  have  been  received  with  so  much 
satisfaction  that  a  mention  of  the  pleasant  affair  seems 
but  proper  in  this  Report. 

I  he  Directors  trust  that  the  management  of  the 
domestic  interests  of  the  League  has  given  satisfaction 
to  the  members.  No  effort  nor  reasonable  expense 
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lias  been  spared  in  the  Reading  Room,  the  department 
of  Telegraphic  News  and  the  Restaurant,  to  make  our 
house  an  inviting  centre  of  instruction  and  conveni¬ 
ence.  Any  suggestions  that  will  add  new  comforts, 
or  correct  those  slight  errors  that  must,  from  time  to 

s 

time,  enter  unobserved  by  us,  will  be  thankfully  re¬ 
ceived  and  respectfully  considered  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

The  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  Mr.  Alexan¬ 
der  Dallas  Bache  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey, 
to  Colonel  Bache  of  the  Topographical  Engineers, 
and  to  the  Heads  of  Departments  at  Washington,  for 
the  numerous  charts,  plans  and  books  with  which  they 
have  enriched  our  collections,  and  made  our  Reading 
Rooms  a  place  where  geographical  and  statistical  in¬ 
formation  may  be  obtained  which  is  not  readily  acces¬ 
sible  elsewhere.  Our  thanks  are  likewise  due  to  the 
liberal  gentleman  who  purchased  and  presented  to  the 
League  Sully’s  noble  equestrian  picture  of  Washing¬ 
ton  which  now  adorns  our  drawing-rooms.  Our  house 
has  also  been  made  a  depository  for  many  interesting 
relics  of  the  war,  to  the  donors  of  which  we  return 
our  sincere  thanks. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  visits  have  been  paid 
to  the  League  House  by  two  great  ecclesiastical 
bodies.  The  members  of  the  Episcopal  Convention  of 
the  Diocess  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  different  times, 
honoured  our  house  with  their  presence,  and  by  that 
act  seemed  to  confer  their  sanction  upon  the  policy  of 
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our  association.  Many  strangers  have  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  invitations  to  accept  the  hospitalities  of 
our  house.  Since  the  Strangers’  Register  was  opened^ 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  names  have  been  inscribed 
upon  its  pages,  and  it  has  been  a  source  of  pleasure  to 
our  members  to  see,  almost  daily,  the  uniforms  of  the 
Army  and  of  the  Navy  amongst  our  numerous  guests. 

On  the  tenth  of  December,  1863,  the  League  num¬ 
bered  nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  members.  During 
the  year  we  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  two  members 
by  death;  but,  we  are  happy  to  say,  of  not  one  by 
resignation.  Our  members  have  steadily  increased 
from  the  first ;  and  the  prejudice  which  our  enemies 
strove  to  raise  against  us,  by  charging  us  with  extreme 
views,  and  the  attempt  to  disfranchise  our  fellow 
citizens,  has  been  put  to  rest  by  the  liberal  and  kindly 
policy  which  we  have  pursued;  and  we  believe  there 
is  no  class  of  loyal  men  in  the  community  which  does 
not  look  upon  the  Union  League  with  gratitude  and 
respect.  An  increase  in  our  number  is  strongly  to  be 
desired,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  earnestly  request 
our  members  to  exert  themselves  in  that  direction. 
Let  each  member  resolve  that,  during  the  coming  year, 
he  will  induce  at  least  one  friend  to  join  the  League, 
and  we  shall  soon  feel  the  benefits  which  will  arise  by 
such  an  infusion  of  fresh  blood  and  new  energy  into 
our  growing  association. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  League  is  here¬ 
with  submitted  to  this  meeting.  The  income  from 
all  sources,  up  to  the  10th  of  December,  amounts  to 
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$48,621 ;  the  disbursements,  to  the  same  period, 
amount  to  $24,813;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  of  $23,808.  So  prosperous  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  our  finances  will  be  a  source  of  present  satis¬ 
faction  to  our  members,  and  an  evidence  of  future 
strength  and  usefulness.  The  Treasurer  has  prepared 
a  detailed  statement  of  his  accounts,  which  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table  for  the  inspection  of  the  members 
of  the  League. 

Article  XI.  of  the  By-Laws  requires  that  three 
Auditors,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months,  shall 
be  appointed  at  each  annual  meeting.  It  will  be  the 
duty  of  these  Auditors  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer.  By  an  oversight,  discovered  too 
late  for  remedy,  no  Auditors  were  appointed  at  the 
last  general  meeting.  The  Directors  therefore  ap¬ 
pointed  Messrs.  Daniel  Smith,  Jr.,  George  Trott  and 
Lindley  Smyth,  to  act  as  Auditors  during  the  present 
year.  These  gentlemen  have  performed  their  duties 
wfith  the  Treasurer’s  accounts,  and  herewith  submit 
their  report. 

In  conclusion  the  Board  of  Directors  recommend 
the  League  to  pursue  the  line  of  policy  which  has 
been  productive  of  so  much  good  during  the  last 
twelve  months ;  to  avoid  all  partizan  and  merely  per¬ 
sonal  issues ;  but  always  to  throw  themselves  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  and  with  all  their  accumulated  weight  upon 
the  side  of  the  Government.  The  harmonious  action 
of  this  large  body  of  loyal  men,  directed  by  the  purest 
and  the  most  unselfish  motives,  has  given  us  whatever 
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public  influence  we  can  claim.  Any  departure  from 
tliis  harmonious  action,  any  introduction  of  factious 
measures,  or  designs  for  the  advancement  of  any  men 
or  set  of  men,  will  weaken  public  confidence  and  lay 
the  seeds  of  our  early  dissolution.  In  a  body  which 
exists  by  the  voluntary  adhesion  of  all  its  members, 
individuals  cannot  be  too  careful  to  exclude  from,  the 
association  all  questions,  be  they  great  or  small,  that 
will  divide  that  body  into  opposing  parties,  and  dis¬ 
satisfy  one  side  or  the  other  with  the  policy  of  their 
opponents.  We  are  bound  together  by  no  stronger 
tie  than  that  of  common  sentiment.  In  the  present 
perilous  condition  of  our  country,  that  sentiment  may 
appear  to  be  a  bond  of  immense  strength  and  of  end¬ 
less  duration.  It  is  the  noblest  passion  that  can  in¬ 
spire  a  free  man ;  it  has  already  taken  a  million  un¬ 
compelled  men  into  the  fields  of  death;  it  has  joined 
us  who  linger  at  home  into  a  devoted  brotherhood  ; 
expand'  it  as  we  will,  it  is  all  summed  up  in  the  word 
Patriotism.  Let  us  do  nothing  to  impair  the  bright¬ 
ness  or  to  weaken  the  links  of  this  sacred  bond !  Let 
us  move  together  in  perfect  harmony,  with  a  union  as 
unbroken  as  that  Union  which  we  hope  soon  to  see 
re-established  over  our  beloved  Country ! 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

GEO.  H.  BOKEB, 

Secretary. 
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FUNDAMENTAL  ARTICLES. 

The  undersigned  agree  to  associate  under  the  name  of  "The 
Union  League  of  Philadelphia,”  and  to  adopt  the  follow¬ 
ing  fundamental  Articles  of  Association,  to  wit : 

1.  The  condition  of  membership  shall  be  unqualified  loyalty 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  unwavering  sup¬ 
port  of  its  efforts  for  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion. 

2.  The  primary  object  of  the  Association  shall  be  to  dis¬ 
countenance  and  rebuke,  by  moral  and  social  influences,  all 
disloyalty  to  the  Federal  Government;  and  to  that  end  the 
associators  will  use  every  proper  means,  in  public  and  private. 

3.  To  meet  the  necessary  expenditures  for  house  rent,  furni¬ 
ture,  subscriptions  to  newspapers  and  periodicals,  and  such 
things  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  League, 
each  associator  shall  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  Twenty-five  dollars, 
and  an  annual  tax  of  the  same  amount. 

4.  No  cards,  billiards,  or  other  games,  except  chess,  shall  be 
allowed  in  the  House,  and  no  spirituous  liquors  shall  be  kept 
or  sold  therein. 

5.  There  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee,  consisting  of  nine 
members,  who  shall  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  concerns 
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of  the  League,  and  who  shall  be  appointed  annually  at  a 
meeting  of  the  League,  in  such  manner  as  the  meeting  may 
decide. 

6.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  prepare  such  by-laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  a  properly  and  orderly  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  the  League,  which  shall  be  subject  to 
such  amendments,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  majority  of  the 
Association  may  direct. 

Philadelphia,  December  27,  18G2. 
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Davis,  0.  Wilson 
Davis,  W.  Morris 
Dawson,  T.  Russell 
De  Brot,  John 
Denckla,  A.  H. 

Dennis,  W.  L. 
Derbyshire,  A.  J. 
Derbyshire,  John 
i  Devine,  William 
Diehl,  John  H. 

Dimpfel,  F.  P. 

|  Dobbins,  R.  J. 

Dolan,  Thomas 
Dougherty,  Daniel 
; Dougherty,  James 
|  Downing,  R.  H. 

Drake,  Thomas 
|  Dreer,  Ferdinand  J. 

1  Dreer,  Henry  A. 

|  Drexel,  A.  J. 
j  Drown,  W.  A. 
j  Dummig,  Charles 
!  Dundas,  James 
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Dunlap,  Thomas 
Dutilh,  Charles 
Dyer,  E.,  M.D. 

Earle,  J.  S. 

Earp,  Theodore 
Edwards,  E.  B. 

Edwards,  Henry  B. 
Eisenbrey,  John,  Jr. 
Elliott,  William 
Elliott,  William 
Ellis,  Thomas  S. 

Elmslie,  William 
Elwyn,  Alfred  L.,  M.D. 
Emerson,  Gouverneur,  M.D. 
English,  Gustavus 
Erety,  George 
Errickson,  M. 

Ervien,  Robert 
Evans,  George  0. 

Evans,  Thomas  W. 

Everett,  Horace 
Ewing,  Robert 

Fagan,  John 
Fales,  Samuel  B. 

Fallon,  John 
Farnham,  B.  A. 

Farnum,  J.  Edward 
Farr,  James  M. 

Fell,  Franklin 
Fell,  J.  G. 

Felton,  F.  Elliot 
Felton,  S.  M. 

Fennel,  William 
Field,  Henry  S. 

Field,  J.  W. 

Fiquera,  F.  J. 

Fisher,  Samuel  F. 

Fisher,  T.  Wharton 
Fitler,  Alfred 
Fitler,  E.  H. 

Fitzgerald,  Thomas  S. 
Flanagan,  J.  M. 

Flanagan,  S. 


Ford,  S.  C. 

Forney,  John  W. 
Fowler,  T.  T. 

Fox,  Alexander  M. 

Fox,  George  S. 

Fox,  Samuel 
Fox,  William  M. 
Fraley,  Frederick 
Franciscus,  A.  H. 
Franciscus,  G.  C. 

Frazer,  J.  F. 

Frazer,  Persifor 
Freas,  Philip  K. 
Frederick,  M.  L. 

Fries,  A. 

Frothingham,  Theodore 
Fry,  H.  B. 

Fry,  Joseph  R. 

Fry,  Maj.  W.  H. 

Fryer,  J.  C. 

Furness,  H.  IT. 

Furness,  J.  T. 

Garsed,  Richard 
Gates,  Jabez 
Gaw,  A.  G. 

Geiger,  H. 

Gerhard,  Benjamin 
Getty,  Archibald 
Gibbons,  Charles 
Gibson,  Charles  M. 
Gibson,  Henry  C. 

Gibson,  John 
Gibson,  John 
Gilbougi-i,  J.  W. 
Gillespie,  William 
Gillespie,  T.  L. 

Gilpin,  Charles 
Gilpin,  George 
Godey,  L.  A. 

Godfrey,  B.  G. 

Godwin,  F.  A. 

Goff,  Jacob  W. 
Goodfellow,  Henry 
Gould,  James  E. 
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Graff,  C.  H. 

Graff,  Frederic 
Graff,  J.  F. 

Graham,  James 
Grant,  W.  S. 

Gratz,  Edward 
Gratz,  R.  EL 
Gray,  H.  W. 

Gray,  Samuel  W. 

Gray,  W.  A. 

Greble,  Edwin 
Grice,  Samuel  B. 
Griffiths,  J.  C. 

Gross,  George  J. 

Grove,  C.  S. 

Grubb,  A.  Bates 
Grubb,  Edward  Burd 
Grubb,  Joseph  C. 

EIace:er,  Morris 
Haddock,  Daniel,  Jr. 
Hallo  well,  M.  L. 

Hamm,  W,  P. 

Hammett,  B. 

Hance,  Edward  H. 

Hance,  Joseph  C. 

Hand,  J.  C. 

Hand,  T.  C. 

Handy,  Henry 
Hanna,  John 
Hansell,  B. 

Hansell,  William  F. 
Hanson,  Joseph  B. 
Harding,  George 
Hare,  J.  I.  Clark 
Harkness,  Charles  H. 
Harmer,  W. 

Harper,  John  M. 

Harrison,  George  L. 
Harrison,  Jos. 

Hart,  A. 

Hart,  Wm.  B. 

Hartman,  John  J. 
Hartshorne,  Charles 
Hartshorne,  Edward,  M.D. 


Hartshorne,  Henry,  M.D. 
Haseltine,  John 
Haseltine,  Ward  B. 

Hay,  A.  K. 

Hay,  W. 

Hazlehurst,  J.  W. 

Heaton,  Augustus 
Helmuth,  George 
Helmuth,  Henry 
Helmuth,  Oliver 
Hensel,  H.  W. 

Herman,  C. 

Hertzler,  John 
Hewson,  Henry  N. 

Hey,  Emanuel 
Hibbs,  James  M. 

Hickman,  John 
Hill,  Marshall 
Hill,  W.  B. 

Hildeburn,  Henry  M. 
Hoffman,  C.  J. 

Hoffman,  G.  E. 

EIogg,  William,  Jr. 
Hollingshead,  Joseph  M. 
Hollingsworth,  Thomas  G. 
Homer,  Benjamin 
Hoopes,  Edward 
Hopper,  William 
Hoppin,  Henry 
Horstman,  S.  H. 

Houpt,  L.  L. 

Houston,  W.  C. 

Howell,  H.  C. 

Huber,  J.  S. 

Huddell,  Joseph 
Huddy,  Benjamin  F. 

Hunt,  Alfred 
Hunt,  Benjamin  P. 

Hunt,  Elisha  H. 

Hunter,  William,  Jr. 
Huston,  Samuel 
Hutchinson,  E.  R. 
Hutchinson,  I.  Pemberton 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R. 
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Ingham,  William  A. 
Iungerich,  L.  C. 

IVENS,  J.  S. 

James,  E.  G. 

James,  Thomas  P. 
Jayne,  David,  M.D. 
Jenks,  B.  H. 

Jenks,  W.  P. 

Jessup,  Alfred  D. 
Johnson,  J.  Warner 
Jones,  A.  M. 

Jones,  Jacob  P. 

Jordan,  John,  Jr.. 
Justice,  Philip  S. 

Karsten,  Henry 
Keating,  W.  Y. 
Keehmle,  W.  O'. 

Keene,  Henry  E. 
Keith,  Washington 
Keller,  P.  P. 

Kelley,  E.  P. 

Kelley,  W.  D. 

Kelly,  E.  Smith 
Kelly,  S.  S. 

Kemble,  W.  H. 
Kendall,  E.  0. 
Kennedy,  H.  0. 
Kenney,  John  B. 

Kent,  W.  C. 

Kern,  William  H. 
Kerr,  Joseph 
Kershow,  E.  P. 
Kessler,  John,  Jr. 
Ketcham,  John 
Kimber,  Thomas,  Jr. 
King,  Charles  R.,  M.D. 
King,  Robert  P. 
Kingsley,  J.  E. 

Kinney,  Henry  T. 
Klotz,  Paul 
Kneass,  Strickland 
Knecht,  Charles 
Knight,  Edward  C. 


Knight,  J. 

Knight,  Reeves  L. 
Knox,  John  C. 
Koecker,  L.  R. 
Kooks,  Frederick  A. 

Lafourcade,  E. 
Lambdin,  George  C.. 
Lambdin,  J.  R. 
Landell,  James  W. 
Landis,  Charles  K. 
Laing,  Henry  M. 
Lane,  Alexander  T. 
Larned,  W.  H. 
Lapsley,  Samuel  W. 
Lawrence,  F.  C. 
Lawson,  John  L. 
Lazarus,  W.  W. 

Lea,  Henry  C. 

Lea,  Isaac 
Lea,  Joseph 
Leaming,  J.  Fisher 
Leaming,  R.  W. 
Leedom,  B.  P. 
Lehman,  W.  E. 
Lejee,  W.  R. 

Leland  Charles 
Lennig,  Charles 
Letchworth,  A.  S. 
Lewis,  A.  J. 

Lewis,  Charles  S. 
Lewis,  Edwin  M. 
Lewis,  Francis  A. 
Lewis,  George  T. 
Lewis,  Henry 
Lewis,  John  T. 

Lewis,  Joseph  W. 
Lewis,  Lawrence,  Jr. 
Lewis,  Robert  M. 
Lewis,  Samuel,  M.D. 
Lewis,  Saunders 
Lewis,  W.  H. 

Lewis,  William  D. 
Lienau,  Samuel  W. 
Lincoln,  E. 


Lippe,  A.,  M.D. 
Lippincott,  J.  B. 
Lippincott,  Joshua 
Little,  Amos  R. 
Lockwood,  W.  E. 
Lougiiead,  J.  P. 

Loutey,  John 
Love,  Thomas  C. 
Lovering,  Joseph  S. 
Lovering,  Joseph  S.,  Jr. 
Lowber,  W.  T. 

Ludwig,  W.  C. 

Lynd,  James 

Maceuen,  C.  Izard 
Madeira,  Louis  C. 
Maginnis,  E.  J. 

Maguire,  James 
Manderson,  James 
Mann,  William 
Mann,  William  B. 

Maris,  J.  M. 

Maris,  T.  R. 

Markley,  E.  C. 

Markley,  E.  C.,  Jr. 
Markley,  T.  W. 
Marselis,  N.  H.,  M.D. 
Marshall,  Joseph  F. 
Martien,  Alfred 
Martin,  George  W. 
Martin,  Robert  L. 
Marvine,  E.  E. 

Mason,  James  S. 

Mason,  John,  Jr. 

Massey,  R.  V.,  Jr. 
Mawson,  E.  S. 

Maxwell,  Robert  A. 
McArthur,  John 
McArthur,  John,  Jr. 
McCanless,  John 
McClees,  W.  K. 

McClure,  Alexander  H. 
McComb,  H.  S. 
McFarland,  J.  B. 
McHenry,  Alexander  R. 


McIntyre,  Archibald 
McKean,  H.  Pratt 
McKim,  J.  Miller 
McLaughlin,  J. 
McMahon,  George  W. 
McMichael,  Morton 
McMichael,  Morton,  Jr. 
McMurtrie,  Francis 
McQuade,  J.  G. 
McVeagh,  Wayne 
Megear,  Thomas  J. 
Meigs,  Charles  D.,  M.D. 
Meigs,  F.  B. 

Meigs,  J.  Forsyth,  M.D. 
Meigs,  S.  E. 

Mercer,  Hall  W. 
Mercer,  J.  C. 

Mercer,  Singleton  A. 
Meredith,  William 
Meredith,  William  M. 
Merrick,  Samuel  V. 
Merrick,  J.  Vaughan 
Merrick,  William  H. 
Mershon,  Daniel 
Messchert,  M.  H. 
Middleton,  Nathaniel 
Miller,  E.  Spencer 
Miller,  J.  Craig 
Miller,  Joseph  W. 
Milliken,  James 
Millward,  William 
Miskey,  W.  F. 

Mitchell,  Edwin 
Mitchell,  E.  P. 
Mitchell,  John  C. 
Mitchell,  John  M. 
Mitchell,  Joseph  G. 
Mitchell,  S.  Augustus 
Mitchell,  W.  A. 

Moon,  Samuel  S. 

Moore,  Bloomfield  H,^ 
Moore,  C.  R. 

Moore,  George  H. 

Moore,  Henry  D. 

Moore,  0.  F. 
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Moore,  T.  II. 
Moorehead,  W.  E. 
Moorehead,  W.  G. 
Moorhead,  J.  B. 

Morris,  F.  W. 

Morris,  H.  G. 

Morris,  Israel 
Morris,  Stephen 
Morris,  Theodore  EL 
Morton,  Samuel  C. 

Moss,  Isaac  M. 

Mott,  Thomas 
Mount,  C.  B. 

Moyer,  E.  P. 

Muirheid,  Charles  EL 
Munroe,  W.  H. 

Murphey,  W. 

Murphy,  John  A. 

Myer,  E.  Reed 
Myers,  John  B. 

Myers,  Joseph  B. 

Myers,  Leonard 

Nassau,  W.  IT. 

Neall,  Daniel 
Needles,  C.  H. 

Neff,  Harmanus 
Neilson,  R.,  Jr. 
Newbold,  John  S. 
Newhall,  G.  EL 
Newhall,  Thomas  A. 
Noblit,  Dell 
Noblit,  John 
Norris,  Charles 
Norris,  George  W.,  M.D. 
Norton,  C.  F. 

Okie,  J.  B. 

O’Neill,  Charles 
Orne,  James  H. 

Orne,  John  F. 

Packard,  Frederick  A. 
Page,  Joseph  F. 

Palmer,  B.  Frank 


Pancoast,  Charles  S. 
Parker,  G.  A. 

I  Parrish,  George  D. 

|  Patterson,  Joseph 
i  Patterson,  Robert 
:  Paul,  J.  Marshall 
Paul,  J.  Rodman,  M.D. 
:  Paul,  James  W. 

Paul,  W.  W. 

Peacock,  Gibson 
Penrose,  Charles 
Penrose,  J.  R. 

Pepper,  Frederick  S. 
Pepper,  L.  S.,  M.D. 
Perkins,  A.  R. 
Perkins,  Henry 
Perkins,  Samuel  C. 
Perkins,  Samuel  H. 
Peterson,  C.  J. 
Peterson,  Israel 
Peterson,  P.  S. 
Peterson,  Richard 
Phillips,  Samuel  R. 
Pierce,  William  S. 
Pollock,  James 
Pollock,  W.  J. 

Potter,  A.  R. 

Potter,  Thomas 
Potts,  Thomas  J. 

Potts,  W.  F. 

Poultney,  C.  W. 

Pratt,  D.  T. 

Pratt,  E. 

Preaut,  Henry 
Price,  J.  Sergeant 
Price,  Stephen  S. 
Price,  T.  B. 

Priestly-,  Alexander 
Purdon,  John  G. 
Puryes,  A. 

Quintard,  E.  A. 

Rafsnyder,  E. 

Ralston,  F.  W. 
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Bandolph,  Evan 
Basin,  Warner  F. 
Bathburn,  B.  N. 
Bawle,  Wm  Henry 
Beakirt,  Edwin  L. 
Beaney,  W.  B. 
Bedfield,  James  H. 
Bedner,  Lewis  H. 
Beed,  B.  S. 

Beed,  Bobert 
Beeves,  Samuel  J. 
Behn,  W.  L. 

Beimer,  B.  F. 

Belf,  Charles  P. 
Beynolds,  Thompson 
Bice,  George 
Bice,  John 
Bichards,  Howard 
Bichardson,  William 
Biley,  John  M. 
Bitchie,  Craig  D. 
Bitter,  Abraham 
Boach,  Joseph  H. 
Boberts,  Algernon  S. 
Boberts,  Edward,  Jr. 
Boberts,  George  H. 
Boberts,  Percival 
Bobeson,  George  M. 
Bobinson,  Hanson 
Bogers,  Evan 
Bogers,  Fairman 
Bogers,  M.  Edward 
Bogers,  W.  B.,  Jr. 
Bosengarten,  G.  D. 
Bothermel,  P.  F. 
Bowland,  James 
Bowland,  Nathan 
Bowland,  P.  S. 
Bowland,  W.  N. 
Bubicam,  C.  A. 
Bussell,  W.  S. 
Butter,  Levi  T. 
Byerss,  Joseph  W. 

Samuel,  Henry 


Sartori,  Victor  A. 
SCATTERGOOD,  S.  S. 
Schaffer,  Samuel 
Schoener,  Charles  F. 
Scott,  Lewis  A. 

Scovel,  James  M. 
Scull,  A.  P. 

Sellers,  David  W. 
Sellers,  John,  Jr. 
Sellers,  William 
Serrill,  Henry 
Seybert,  Henry 
Shaffner,  John 
Sharp,  Benjamin 
Sharpless,  H.  II .  G. 
Sharpless,  Samuel  J. 
Shaw,  E.  T. 

Sheppard,  Joseph  B. 
Sherman  C. 

Sherman,  W.,  M.D. 
Sherrerd,  W.  D. 
Shippen,  Edward 
Shober,  Samuel  L. 
Simes,  Samuel 
Simons,  Henry 
Singerly,  Joseph 
Siter,  Edward 
Slade,  Jarius 
Slaymaker,  Samuel  E. 
Smith,  Aubrey  H. 
Smith,  C.  H. 

Smith,  Charles" 

Smith,  Charles  E. 
Smith,  Charles  S. 
Smith,  Daniel,  Jr. 
Smith,  Francis  G.,  M.D. 
Smith,  G.  Plume r 
Smith,  H.  P. 

Smith,  James  D. 

Smith,  James  G. 

Smith,  Jesse  E. 

Smith,  J.  Somers 
Smith,  Lloyd  P. 

Smith,  P.  Jenks 
Smith,  B.  Bundle 
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Smith ,  Richard  S. 

Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  William  S. 

Smyth,  Lindley 
SOLMS,  S.  J. 

Soudee,  E.  A. 

Soudee,  Stephen  T. 
SOUTHWOETH,  D.  P. 
SOUTHWOETH,  J.  H. 

Sowers,  G.  G. 

Sowees,  W.  H. 

Sparks,  Thomas 
Speakman,  Thomas  H. 
Spencee,  Charles 
Speeing,  Joshua 
Staee,  Isaac,  Je. 

Steaens,  Geoege  L.,  U.S.  A. 
Steens,  W. 

Stevenson,  Benjamin 
Stevenson,  W.  C. 

Steward,  Benedict  D. 
Stewaedson,  Thomas,  Je. 
Stewaet,  T.  McI. 

Stewaet,  William  S. 
Stille,  Alfred,  M.D. 
Stille,  C.  J. 

Stitt,  S.  B. 

Stokes,  Samuel  E. 

Stone,  J.  Emoey 
Stone,  James  N. 

Stone,  W.  E. 

Steickland,  E. 

Steoud,  Geoege  M. 

Steoud,  Geoege  D. 
Steutiiees,  William 
Stuaet,  Geoege  H. 
Stueges,  Robeet  S. 

Swann,  Wilson  0.,  M.D. 
Sweeney,  Thomas  W. 

Taitt,  John  T. 

Taskee,  S.  P.  M. 

Taskee,  T.  T. 

Taskee,  W.  H. 

Tatham,  Geoege  N. 


Tatham,  W.  P. 
Tayloe,  J.  D. 

Tayloe,  Robeet  F. 
Tayloe,  W.  J. 
Thackaea,  S.  W. 
Thayer,  M.  Russell 
Thomas,  Samuel  B. 
Thomas,  W.  B. 
Thomas,  W.  G. 
Thompson,  Geoege 
Thompson,  John 
Thompson,  John  J. 
Thompson,  Oswald 
Thomson,  A.  H. 
Thomson,  J.  Edgar 
Thorne,  G.  W. 
Thorne,  George  T. 
Thoueon,  N.  E. 

Tiers,  W.  H. 
Tilghman,  R.  A. 
Tilgpiman,  Wm.  M. 
Tobias,  Joseph  F. 
Towne,  John  H. 
Townsend,  Henry  C. 
Townsend,  Joseph  B. 
Toy,  James  M. 

Teacy,  E. 

Traquair,  James 
Teedick,  B.  T. 
Trimble,  Joseph 
Teott,  George 
Trotter,  Charles  W. 
Trotter,  Edward  H. 
Trotter,  Geoege 
Trotter,  Joseph  PI. 
Trotter,  Newbold  H. 
Trotter,  W.  H. 
Teyon,  E.  K. 

Tucker,  John 
Tucker,  John,  Jr. 
Turner,  John 
Tyler,  George  F. 

Vail,  Lewis  D. 
Veeree,  John  P. 
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Vezin,  Charles 
Vogel,  G.  W. 

Voorhees,  P,  L. 

Wagner,  Charles  M, 
Wain  weight,  W.  J. 
Walborn,  C.  A. 

Wallace,  Ellerslie,  M,D, 
Wallace,  H.  E. 

Ward,  Eliab,  M,D. 
Warner,  R.  F. 

Warnock,  William 
Watson,  George 
Watson,  Thomas 
Watts,  H.  M. 

Wattson,  Charles 
Wattson,  James  V, 
Wattson,  Thomas  B, 
Weaver,  George  J. 
Webster,  Thomas 
Weimer,  J.  S. 

Wells,  Francis 
Wells,  Kirk  B. 

Welsh,  William 
Wetherill,  Christopher 
Wetherill,  George  D. 
Wetherill,  J.  Price 
Wetherill,  Samuel 
Weyeth,  F.  H. 

Wharton,  Charles,  Jr. 
Wharton,  Charles  W. 
Wheeler,  Andrew 
Wheeler,  Charles 
Wheeler,  Joseph  K. 
Whilldin,  Alexander 
White,  John  P. 

White,  Robert  B. 

White,  S.  S. 

White,  W.  R. 

Whitney,  Asa 
Whitney,  E.  D. 

Whitney,  George 


Whitney,  James  S. 
Whitney,  John  R. 
Wilcox,  Samuel 
Wilkins,  Joseph  R. 
Williams,  Charles 
Williams,  Henry  J. 
Williamson,  W.,  M.D. 
Willing,  Charles,  M.D. 
Willing,  Charles  H. 
Willing,  E.  S. 

Wilson,  Elwood,  M.D. 
Wilson,  Franklin  S. 
Wilson,  John  A. 

Wilson,  W.  H. 

Winsor,  Henry 
Wister,  W.  H. 

Wister,  W.  Rotch 
Withers,  Joseph  S. 
Wood,  Alan 
Wood,  E.  R. 

Wood,  George  A. 

Wood,  J.  Chackley 
Wood,  Richard 
Wood,  Thomas  S. 
Woodward,  W.  H. 
Woolston,  J.  W. 

Work,  Samuel 
Wright,  E.  N. 

Wright,  James  A. 
Wright,  John 
Wright,  Richard 
Wurts,  Charles  S.,  M.D. 

Yarnall,  Ellis 
Yerkes,  Charles  T. 
Young,  George 
Young,  J.  Benton 
Young,  James  S. 

Young,  John  R. 

Ziegler,  George  L. 
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CHARTER  AND  BY-LAWS 


OF 

THE  UNION  LEAGUE 


OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


WITH  THE 


Jtamps  of  its  (Dfftws  and  JSHpntkrs. 


JANUARY  2,  186  5 . 


ORG-ALTIZED,  DECEMBER  27,  1862. 
INCORPORATED,  MARCH  30,  1864. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

SHERMAN  &  C0.3  PRINTERS. 

1865. 


CHABTBR 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Organized,  December  27,  1862.  Incorporated,  March  30, 1864. 


AN  ACT 

TO  INCORPORATE  THE  UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Whereas,  An  association  lias  been  formed  in  tlie  city  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purposes  of  fostering  and  promoting 
the  love  of  Republican  Government,  aiding  in  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  extending 
aid  and  relief  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  army  and 
navy  thereof ;  and  are  desirous  of  being  incorporated,  the 
better  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  said  purposes ;  there¬ 
fore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  by  the  aidhority  of  the 
same ,  That  William  M.  Meredith,  John  B.  Myers,  Horace 
Binney,  Jr.,  Adolph  E.  Borie,  Morton  McMichael,  J.  I. 
Clark  Hare,  Benjamin  Gerhard,  James  L.  Claghorn, 
Charles  Gibbons,  George  H.  Boker,  William  H.  Ash- 
hurst,  Joseph  B.  Townsend,  George  Whitney,  John  B. 
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Kenney,  John  A.  Brown,  Stephen  Colwell,  Charles  Gilpin, 
J.  Gillingham  Fell,  K.  B.  Browne,  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  Bindley  Smyth,  Daniel  Dougherty, 
George  Trott,  William  Sellers,  and  such  other  persons  as 
have  been,  or  may  hereafter  he,  associated  with  them,  for 
the  purposes  of  said  association,  are  hereby  erected  into, 
and  declared  to  be,  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
-  name,  style,  and  title  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  by  the  same  style  and  title,  shall  have  perpetual 
succession ;  and  may  purchase,  take  and  hold,  by  gift, 
grant,  demise,  bargain  and  sale,  devise  and  bequest,  or  by 
any  other  lawful  mode  of  conveyance,  any  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  goods,  chattels,  and  estate,  real,  personal,  or  mixed; 
and  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  may 
sell,  alien,  mortgage,  or  otherwise  dispose  of;  and  may 
have  a  common  seal,  which  they  may  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure :  Provided ,  That  the  clear  yearly  value 
or  income  of  all  the  estate  and  property  of  the  said  cor¬ 
poration,  including  interest  on  all  moneys  by  them  lent, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  real  estate  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  the  cor¬ 
poration. 

Sect.  2.  That  the  officers  of  the  said  corporation,  here¬ 
after  to  be  elected,  shall  be  a  president,  four  vice-presidents, 
and  fifteen  directors,  who  shall  choose  and  appoint  from 
their  own  number,  a  secretary,  and  also  a  treasurer ;  the 
said  officers  shall  be  elected  at  an  annual  meeting,  to  be 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  December,  and  if  an  elec¬ 
tion  be  not  held  on  that  day,  the  corporation  shall  not  for 
that  cause  be  dissolved,  but  an  election  shall  be  held  as 
soon  thereafter  as  possible,  and  until  such  new  election 
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shall  take  place,  the  former  officers  shall  continue,  and  hold 
over. 

Sect.  3.  That  the  duties  and  rights  of  the  members  of 
the  said  corporation,  the  powers  and  functions  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  thereof,  the  mode  of  supplying  vacancies  in  office,  the 
times  of  meeting  of  said  corporation,  or  its  officers,  the 
number  which  shall  constitute  a  quorum  thereof,  respec¬ 
tively,  at  any  such  meetings,  the  mode  of  electing  or  ad¬ 
mitting  members,  the  terms  of  their  admission,  and  the 
causes  which  justify  their  expulsion,  and  the  manner  of 
effecting  the  same,  and  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
the  property  of  said .  corporation  shall  be  divided  and  ap¬ 
propriated  in  case  of  a  dissolution  of  said  corporation,  or 
winding  up  of  its  affairs,  shall  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws 
and  ordinances  of  said  corporation,  which  they  are  em¬ 
powered  to  make  and  alter,  in  the  manner  which  may  be 
therein  mentioned:  Provided ,  That  the  said  by-laws  and 
ordinances  shall  not  be  repugnant  to,  or* inconsistent  with, 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Sect.  4.  That  the  following  officers,  elected  by  the  afore¬ 
said  association  at  its  annual  meeting  in  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  shall  hold  their 
respective  offices  under  this ‘charter  until  the  next  annual 
election  in  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty -four;  and  that  any  vacancies  occurring  therein, 
before  the  next  annual  meeting,  may  be  filled  in  the 
manner  provided  in  their  by-laws,  to  wit:  President, 
William  M.  Meredith ;  Vice-Presidents,  William  H.  Ash- 
hurst,  John  B.  Myers,  Horace  Binney,  Jr.,  Adolph  E. 
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Borie ;  Directors,  Morton  McMichael,  J.  I.  Clark  Hare, 
Benjamin  Gerhard,  James  L.  Claghorn,  Charles  Gibbons, 
George  IJ.  Boker,  Joseph  B.  Townsend,  George  Whitney, 
John  B.  Kenney. 

Henry  C.  Johnson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

John  P.  Penney, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — The  thirtieth  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

A.  G.  Curtin. 


BT-LAWS 


OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Adopted  January  6tL,  1865. 


AETICLE  I. 

OF  THE  DUTIES  AND  RIGHTS  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1.  The  members  of  the  Union  League  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  shall  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
discountenance  by  moral  and  social  influences  all  disloyalty 
to  the  Federal  Government,  encourage  and  maintain  re¬ 
spect  for  its  authority,  compliance  with  its  laws  and  acqui¬ 
escence  in  its  measures  for  the  enforcement  thereof,  and 
for  the  suppression  of  insurrection,  treason,  and  rebellion, 
as  duties  obligatory  upon  every  American  citizen. 

Sect.  2.  Tliev  shall  have  free  access  to  the  rooms  and 
library  of  the  League,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  resident  member  shall  pay  to  the  Trea¬ 
surer,  for  the  use  of  the  League,  an  annual  tax  of  twenty- 
five  dollars,  which  may  be  reduced  or  increased  by  the 
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Board,  as  the  interests  of  the  League  may  demand.  The 
said  tax  shall  he  due  on  the  first  day  of  January,  and  be 
paid  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  each  year.  Non¬ 
resident  members  shall  be  subject  to  such  annual  assess¬ 
ments  as  the  Board  of  Directors  may  determine. 

Sect.  4.  No  member  shall  receive  any  profit,  salary  or 
emolument  from  the  funds  of  the  League. 

Sect.  5.  Designations  of  membership  must  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
December.  If  made  subsequent  thereto,  the  resigning 
member  shall  be  liable  to  pay  his  annual  tax  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  year.  When  a  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  member 
from  any  cause,  all  the  interest  he  may  have  in  the  property 
of  the  League,  by  reason  of  his  membership,  shall  be  vested 
in  the  corporation. 


ARTICLE  II. 

POWERS  AND  FUNCTIONS  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Directors,  consisting  of  the 
President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  fifteen  members,  shall  be 
elected  annually,  at  a  meeting  of  the  League  to  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  of  December.  Eisrht  of  their  number 

o 

shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sect.  2.  They  shall  have  power  to  appoint  executive 
committees  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  objects  expressed 
in  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  incorporation,  and  to  pre¬ 
scribe  their  respective  duties. 


9 


Sect.  3.  They  shall  have  and  exercise  a  general  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  affairs  of  the  League,  and  shall  control  and 
manage  its  property  and  effects. 

Sect.  4.  They  shall  make  all  rules  for  the  management 
and  regulation  of  the  house,  and  the  maintenance  of  good 
order  therein,  and  provide  and  enforce  penalties  for  their 
infraction. 

Sect.  5.  A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  have  power  to 
suspend  members  for  a  wilful  infraction  of  the  rules  of  the 
house,  or  of  any  by-law  of  the  League,  or  for  acts  or  con¬ 
duct  which  they  may  deem  disorderly,  or  injurious  to  the 
interests  or  hostile  to  the  objects  of  the  League,  hut  the 
offender  may  appeal  from  their  sentence  of  suspension,  as 
hereinafter  provided :  hut  prior  to  the  suspension  of  a 
member  he  shall  he  entitled  to  notice  and  a  hearing  before 
the  Board,  or  before  a  committee  of  the  same,  as  he  may 
elect. 

Sect.  6.  They  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meetings 
of  the  League  for  any  specific  purpose ;  and  they  shall  call 
such  meetings  also  on  the  request  in  writing  of  fifty  of  the 
members. 

Sect.  7.  They  shall  appoint  a  standing  committee  on 
membership,  which  shall  consist  of  thirteen  members,  no 
one  of  whom  shall  he  a  Director :  and  candidates  for  mem¬ 
bership,  recommended  by  the  committee,  shall  he  admit¬ 
ted  by  the  Board,  unless  there  he  cause  to  the  contrary. 

Sect.  8.  They  shall  fix  the  amount  of  security  to  he 
given  by  the  Treasurer,  or  any  other  officer,  agent  or  ser- 
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vant  of  the  League,  and  shall  decide  upon  the  sufficiency 
thereof. 

Sect.  9.  They  may,  by  appointment,  fill  vacancies  that 
may  happen  in  the  Board,  or  in  any  committee  appointed 
by  them,  or  in  any  office  created  by  the  charter,  and  such 
appointees  shall  remain  in  office  until  the  next  annual 
meeting,  and  until  their  successors  are  chosen. 

Sect.  10.  They  shall  cause  a  fair  record  of  all  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  he  kept  and  preserved  by  the  Secretary. 

Sect.  11.  They  shall  present,  at  every  annual  meeting, 
a  written  or  printed  report  of  the  state  of  the  League,  with 

a  general  history  of  their  proceedings  for  the  last  year. 

\ 

Sect.  12.  They  shall  not  allow  any  game  of  chance  or 
of  skill  to  be  played  for  money  or  its  equivalent,  nor  any 
betting  upon  any  such  game  by  persons  not  engaged 
therein,  nor  permit  the  opening  of  a  bar  for  the  sale  of 
liquors,  in  the  house,  or  on  the  premises  of  the  League. 

Sect.  13.  They  shall  have  power  to  make  all  rules  and 
regulations  which  they  may  think  proper  and  necessary 
to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  char¬ 
ter,  and  not  provided  for  in  these  by-laws. 

Sect.  14.  At  least  thirty  days  before  the  annual  meeting 
they  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  League,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  nominating  candidates  to  he  voted  for  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

THE  TREASURER. 

Sect.  15.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  security  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  custody  and  application  of  the  funds  of  the  League,  and 
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for  the  proper  performance  of  his  duties,  to  be  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Directors;  and  he  shall  hold  his  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

Sect.  16.  He  shall  prepare  and  present,  at  every  annual 
meeting,  a  full  and  specific  account  of  all  receipts  and  dis¬ 
bursements  of  the  year,  and  of  the  property  held  by  the 
League,  which  shall  he  examined  by  three  auditors,  to  he 
appointed  by  the  Board  (who  shall  not  be  members  thereof), 
who  shall  certify  the  result  of  their  examination  to  the 
meeting. 

AETICLE  III. 

ADMISSION  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  1.  The  name,  residence,  and  occupation  of  every 
candidate  for  membership  shall  be  registered  by  the  nomi¬ 
nating  member,  over  his  own  signature. 

Sect.  2.  The  Committee  on  Membership  shall  examine 
the  register  from  time  to  time,  and  report  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  the  names  of  candidates  whom  they  think  proper 
to  recommend  for  admission. 

Sect.  3.  Candidates  recommended  by  the  Committee 
shall  be  admitted  to  membership  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  if  there  be  no  cause  to  the  contrary,  on  payment  of  an 
entrance  fee  of  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  tax  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  year :  Provided ,  That  new  members,  admitted  within 
six  months  of  the  annual  meeting  succeeding  their  elec¬ 
tion,  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  more  than  one-half  the 
tax  for  such  year. 

Sect.  4.  Everv  new  member  shall  write  his  name  and 
address  on  the  membership  roll,  and,  having  made  the 
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payments  required  by  the  third  section  of  this  article  within 
ninety  days  after  his  election,  shall  thereupon,  and  not 
otherwise,  he  admitted  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  League. 

HONORARY  MEMBERSHIP. 

Sect.  5.  Honorary  members  of  the  League  may  he  elected 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  any  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  and  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  other 
members,  except  that  of  voting  at  the  elections. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

APPEALS. 

Section  1.  A  member  suspended  from  the  League  by 
sentence  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  may  appeal  therefrom 
within  thirty  days  after  notice  thereof  posted  on  the  notice 
board,  by  tiling  with  the  Secretary  a  written  notice  of  his 
appeal,  and  the  reasons  therefor.  In  case  of  no  appeal 
within  the  time  limited,  he  shall  then  cease  to  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  League. 

Sect.  2.  All  appeals  shall  be  tried  in  a  meeting  of  the 
League,  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  within  forty  days  after  notice  of  the  appeal  shall 
be  tiled  with  the  Secretary. 

Sect.  3.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  preside  at  such  meetings,  and  the  cause  of  suspension 
shall  be  reported  in  writing  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
with  a  statement  of  facts  on  which  their  sentence  was 
founded,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  furnished  to  the  appel¬ 
lant  on  his  application,  to  be  made  to  the  Secretary  at 
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least  ten  days  before  tlie  meeting.  The  appellant  shall 
then  present  his  defence  in  writing,  to  which  one  member 
of  the  Board  may  reply  orally.  The  appellant,  or  any  one 
member  on  his  behalf,  may  then  rejoin,  and  a  Director 
may  a  second  time  speak  in  support  of  the  charge,  and  no 
further  discussion  shall  be  allowed.  The  presiding  officer 
shall  then  put  the  question,  “  Shall  the  sentence  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  in  this  case  be  affirmed  ?”  If  a  ma- 

4 

jority  of  the  meeting  shall  vote  in  the  affirmative,  the  sen¬ 
tence  shall  stand  as  the  final  judgment  of  the  League,  and 
the  appellant  shall  thereupon  forfeit  all  the  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  membership.  If  less  than  a  majority  of  the 
meeting  vote  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  sentence  of  the 
Board  shall  be  reversed,  and  the  appellant  shall  thereupon 
be  restored  to  membership. 

ARTICLE  V. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  CORPORATION. 

Section  1.  The  annual  meetings  of  the  League  shall  be 
held  on  the  second  Monday  in  December.  When  special 
meetings  are  called  by  the  Board,  the  subject  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  or  acted  upon  shall  be  stated  in  the  notice,  and  no 
such  meeting  shall  act  upon  or  discuss  any  other  matter. 
The  President  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  shall  preside 
at  all  meetings  of  the  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  Notice  of  every  meeting  shall  be  posted  on  the 
notice  board  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the  time  appointed 
for  the  same,  and  published  in  at  least  two  daily  newspa¬ 
pers — except  in  cases  of  special  meetings  called  by  the 
Board,  upon  some  emergency. 
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Sect.  3.  Ro  stranger  shall  be  admitted  into  any  business 
meeting  of  the  League. 

Sect.  4.  Fifty  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 

Sect.  5.  The  order  of  business  at  the  annual  meetings 
shall  be  as  follows  : 

First — Leading  the  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

Second — Report  of  Board  of  Directors. 

Third — Report  of  Treasurer  and  Auditors. 

Fourth — Re w  Business. 

Fifth — Election  of  Officers. 

Sect.  6.  Elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  a  majority  of  members  present.  When  by  bal¬ 
lot,  they  shall  be  conducted  by  two  tellers  and  a  clerk,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer,  with  the  consent  of 
the  meeting.  A  plurality  of  votes  cast,  in  case  of  a  ballot, 
shall  be  sufficient  to  elect  a  candidate.  Ro  proxies  shall 
be  allowed. 


ARTICLE  YI. 

Section  1.  A  by-law  of  the  corporation  may  be  amended, 
or  a  new  by-law  made,  by  a  vote  of  two- thirds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  at  the  annual  meeting :  Provided ,  That  notice  of  the 
proposed  amendment  or  by-law  shall  have  been  posted  on 
the  notice  board  for  at  least  thirty  days  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  said  meeting. 


Qffitttt. 

ELECTED  DECEMBER  12,  1864. 


President. 

J.  GILLINGHAM  FELL. 

Vi  ce- Presidents. 

WILLIAM  H.  ASHHURST,  ADOLPH  E.  BORIE, 

HORACE  BINNEY,  Jr.,  MORTON  McMICHAEL 


Directors. 


J.  I.  Clark  Hare, 
James  L.  Claghorn, 
Charles  Gibbons, 
George  H.  Boker, 
Joseph  B.  Townsend, 
George  Whitney, 
John  B.  Kenney, 


Lindley  Smyth, 

Daniel  Smith,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  B.  Browne, 
William  Sellers, 

Henry  Charles  Lea, 
Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.D. 
James  H.  Orne, 


Cadwalader  Biddle. 


Treasurer. 


JAMES  L.  CLAGHORN 


Secretary. 

GEORGE  H.  BOKER. 


Wilson  C.  Swann,  M.D.,  Chairman. 
William  H.  Kern,  Secretary. 


Wilson  C.  Swann,  31. 1). 

William  H.  Kern, 

/ 

George  J.  Gross, 
George  Erety, 

Fairman  Kogers, 

Edwin  Greble, 


Ward  B.  Haseltine, 
Augustus  Heaton, 
Charles  Watson, 

C.  J.  Hoffman, 

J.  Marshall  Paul, 
Samuel  C.  Morton, 


Edward  S.  Clarke. 


JANUARY  2,  186  5. 


US, 


Abbott,  James  G. 

Adams,  Frederick  M. 
Adams,  Theodore 
Addicks,  J.  Edward 
Addicks,  John  E. 

Aertson,  James  M. 
Alburger,  Jacob  T. 

Allen,  Josiah  J. 

Allen,  William  S. 
Allison,  Joseph 
Allison,  J.  W. 

Allison,  Walter 
Allison,  William  C. 
Allman,  Thomas 
Altemus,  George  W. 
Altemus,  J.  B. 

Altemus,  Samuel  T. 
Andrews,  Joseph  B. 
Antelo,  Anthony  J. 
Archbold,  Samuel 
Armstrong,  William  H. 
Ashhurst,  Henry 
Ashhurst,  John 
Ashhurst,  John,  Jr.,  M.D. 
Ashhurst,  Lewis  R. 
Ashhurst,  Richard 
Ashhurst,  Richard  L. 
Ashhurst,  Samuel,  M.I). 
Ashhurst,  William  H. 
Ashmead,  George 
Ashmead,  Henry  B. 
Ashton,  George  H. 


Ashton,  J.  Hubley 
Atkinson,  Francis  T. 

Atlee,  Washington  L.,  M.D. 
Atwood,  Alfred  X. 

Aubin,  Philip  J. 

Audenreid,  Lewis 

Bache,  A.  D. 

Bailey,  F.  W. 

Bailey,  John  T. 

Baily,  Joel  J. 

Baird,  Matthew 
Baird,  William  S. 

Baker,  Isaac  F. 

Baker,  Jairus 
Baker,  W.  C. 

Baldwin,  M.  W. 

Barclay,  Andrew  C. 
Barclay,  Clement  B. 
Barclay,  John  A. 

Barker,  Abraham 
Barnes,  Oliver  W. 

Barton,  Francis 
Bates,  Joseph  William 
Bates,  J.  W.,  Jr. 

Baugh,  Lewis  D. 

Baugh,  William 
Bayard,  James 
Bazin,  Xavier 
Beach.  C.  X. 

Beaumont,  George  H.,  M.I). 
Beitler,  David 


2 


18 


Bell,  W.  Dwight 
Belrose,  Louis 
Benners,  Henry  B. 
Bennett,  Joseph  M. 
Benson,  Alexander,  Jr. 
Benson,  Edwin  N. 
Benson,  George  E. 
Benson,  Gustayus  S. 
Bernadou,  F.  E. 
Bernadou,  George  W. 
Besson,  Charles  A. 
Biddle,  Alexander 
Biddle,  Cadwalader 
Biddle,  Clement 
Biddle,  Edward  C. 
Biddle,  Thomas  A. 
Binney,  Horace,  Jr. 
Birch,  Thomas 
Bishop,  Stilwell  S. 
Bispham,  John  S. 
Bispham,  Samuel 
Bispham,  William 
Blackburne,  William 
Blake,  S.  Parkman,  Jr. 
Blanchard,  Henry 
Blight,  Atherton 
Blight,  James  H. 

Bliss,  Theodore 
Bodine,  Francis  L. 
Bodine,  Samuel  T. 
Boker,  Charles  S.,  M.D. 
Boker,  George  H. 

Bond,  L.  Montgomery 
Bonsall,  Sterling 
Booth,  Edwin 
Borie,  Adolph  E. 

Borie,  Charles  L. 

Borie,  Henry  P. 

Borie,  J.  J. 

Boswell,  James  J. 


Bowen,  Ezra 
Bowlby,  Samuel  L. 
Boyd,  A. 

Boyd,  George  J. 

Boyd,  James  W. 
Bradford,  Samuel 
Branson,  Orlando 
Bray,  William  K. 
Bready,  John  E. 
Brewster,  Benjamin  H. 
Brewster,  E.  Carroll 
Brice,  Philip  IT. 

Brick,  Samuel  K. 
Brock,  E.  S. 

Brooke,  Nathan 
Brooks,  David 
Broomall,  John  M. 
Brown,  Alexander 
Brown,  Benjamin  H. 
Brown,  David  S. 

Brown,  Frederick,  Jr. 
Brown,  John  A. 

Brown,  J.  G.  L. 

Brown,  John  H. 

Brown,  Thornton 
Brown,  T.  Horace 
Brown,  Washington 
Brown,  William  H. 
Brown,  William  H.,  Jr. 
Browne,  George  Blight 
Browne,  John  C. 
Browne,  Nathaniel  B. 
Browne,  Peter  A. 
Browning,  Edward 
Bryson,  James  H. 

Buck,  William  E. 
Buckley,  Clement  A. 
Buckley,  Edward  S. 
Bucknell,  William 
Budd,  J.  Fletcher 


19 


Bullock.  Benjamin 
Bullock,  George 
Bullock,  Joseph  W. 

Bumm,  Henry 
Burroughs,  H.  Helson 
Burt,  Nathaniel 
Butcher,  Washington 
Butler,  E.  H. 

Butler,  John  G. 

Butler,  John  M. 

Buzby,  George  L. 

Buzby,  J.  L. 

Cabeen,  Robert  B. 

Cabot,  Charles 
Cabot,  Henry 
Cabot,  John  F. 
Cadwalader,  George 
Cadwalader,  Thomas 
Cadwalader,  William 
Cadwallader,  Charles  N. 
Caldwell,  James  E. 
Caldwell,  Stephen  A. 
Camac,  William,  M.D. 
Cameron,  Simon 
Campbell,  A. 

Campbell,  James  R. 
Canby,  Samuel  T. 

Caner,  W.  J. 

Carey,  Henry  C. 

Carman,  Hudson 
Carpenter,  Edward 
Carpenter,  Francis 
Carpenter,  Joseph  R. 
Carpenter,  Samuel  H. 
Carpenter,  Thomas  P. 
Carr,  William  Hart 
Carryl,  William  H. 
Carson,  Henry 
Carson,  James  W. 


Carver,  Alexander  B. 
Carver,  Samuel 
Cash,  A.  H. 

Cattell,  Alexander  G. 

Cattell,  Andrew  C. 

Cattell,  Elijah  G. 

Cattell,  Samuel  W. 

Chambers,  Andrew  R. 

Chambers,  James  S. 

Chancellor,  Wharton 

Chancellor,  William 
i  ’ 

Chandler,  James  B. 

Chandler,  Joseph  R. 

Chapman,  Joseph 

Chase,  Edwin  T 

Cheseborough,  A.  F. 

Childs,  George  W. 

Christian,  Samuel  J. 

Churchman,  Charles  W. 

Churchman,  Robert 

Claghorn,  James  L. 

Claghorn,  J.  Raymond 

Claghorn,  John  W. 

Clark,  Clarence  H. 

Clark,  Edward  W. 

Clark,  Frank  H. 

Clarke,  Edward  S. 

Claxton,  Edmund 

Clayton,  John 

Clingan,  C.  M.,  M.D. 

Coates,  George  Morrison 

Cochran,  J.  Harvey 

Coffey,  Titian  J. 

Coffin,  Arthur  G. 

Coffin,  Lemuel 

Cohen,  Henry 

Coit,  Edward  W. 

Coleman,  G.  Dawson 

Colladay,  F.  S. 

Collier,  George  B. 


20 


Collins,  Frederick 
Colwell,  Stephen 
COMEGYS,  B.  B. 

Comly,  F.  A. 

Comly,  Seth  J. 

CoNARROE,  CEORGE  M. 
CONARROE,  CEORGE  W. 

Conner,  Philip  S.  P. 
Conover,  A.  M. 

Conrad,  Charles 
Conroy,  Edward 
Cook,  Samuel  C. 

Cooke,  Jay 
Cooper,  J.  Maslin 
Cooper,  William  XX 
Cope,  Edward  R. 

Cope,  John  E. 

Corlies,  S.  Fisher 
Cornelius,  Charles  E. 
Cornelius,  John  C. 
Cornelius,  Robert 
Cornelius,  Robert  C. 
Corson,  Robert  R. 
Cowell,  Joseph  M. 
Cowperthwait,  Joseph  B. 
Cox,  William 
Coxe,  Ferdinand 
Cramp,  Charles  H. 
Cramp,  William 
Cramp,  William  M. 
Cresson,  John  C. 

Cresson,  W.  P. 

Crissy,  James 
Cromelien,  Alfred 
Croskey,  Henry 
Crosman,  George  H. 
Crothers,  William  S. 
Crowell,  William  G. 
Cummings,  Alexander 
Cummings,  A.  Boyd 


Cummins,  Daniel  B. 

Curby,  John  S. 

Curtis,  John  H.,  Jr. 
Cushman,  Robert  W. 

Daniels,  Samuel 
Davids,  Hugh 
Davies,  Charles  E. 

Davis,  Charles,  M.D. 
Davis,  Ellwood 
Davis,  Henry 
Davis,  John  C. 

Davis,  O.  Wilson 
Davis,  Thomas  W. 

Davis,  William  Morris 
Dawson,  Mordecai  L. 
Dawson,  T.  Russell 
De  Brot,  John 
Denckla,  A.  H. 

Dennis,  W.  L. 

Dennison,  D.  W. 
Derbyshire,  Alexander  J. 
Derbyshire,  John 
Dickey,  Samuel  J.,  M.D. 
Dickinson,  Maiilon  H. 
Diehl,  John  H. 

Dimpfel,  F.  P. 

Dingee,  James  E. 

Divine,  William 
Dobbins,  Richard  J. 

Dolan,  Thomas 
Dougherty,  Daniel 
Dougherty,  James 
Downing,  Richard  H. 
Drake,  Thomas 
Dreer,  Ferdinand  J. 
Dreer,  Henry  A. 

Drexel,  Anthony  J. 
Drown,  William  A. 
Dummig,  Charles 


21 


Duncan,  William  T.  H. 
Dundas,  James 
Dunlap,  James 
Durand,  Alfred  B. 

Dutilh,  Charles 
Dyer,  E.,  M.D. 

Earle,  George  H. 

Earle,  James  S. 

Earp,  Theodore 
Eckert,  George  N. 

Edwards,  Edward  B. 
Eisenbrey,  John,  Jr. 
Elliott,  William 
Elliott,  William 
Ellis,  Charles  J. 

Ellis,  Thomas  S. 

Ellis,  William  E. 

Elmslie,  William 
Elwyn,  Alfred  L.,  M.D. 
Emerson,  Gouyerneur,  M.D. 
English,  Gustayus 
Erety,  George 
Errickson,  M. 

Ervien,  Robert 
Eyans,  Dayid 
Evans,  Franklin 
Evans,  George  O. 

Evans,  Thomas  W. 

Everett,  Horace 
Ewing,  Robert 

Fagan,  John 
Fahnestock,  G.  W. 

Fales,  Samuel  B. 

Fallon,  John 
Fareira,  John 
Farnham,  Benjamin  A. 
Farnum,  J.  Edward 
Farr,  James  M. 


Farr,  William  M. 

Fell,  Franklin 
Fell,  J.  Gillingham 
Felton,  Franklin  Elliot 
Felton,  S.  M. 

Fennell,  W illiam 
Field,  Charles  J. 

Field,  Frank 
Field,  Henry  S. 

Field,  John  W. 

Field,  Paul  J. 

Figueira,  F.  J. 

Fisher,  James  C. 

Fisher,  Samuel  F. 

Fisher,  T.  Wharton 
Fitler,  Alfred 
Fitler,  Edwin  H. 
Fitzgerald,  Thomas 
Flanagan,  James  M. 
Flanagan,  S. 

Flanagin,  James  S. 

Foltz,  Jonathan  M.,  M.D. 
Ford,  Joseph  T. 

Ford,  Samuel  C. 

Forney,  John  W. 

Fowler,  T.  T. 

Fox,  Alexander  M. 

Fox,  George  S. 

Fox,  Samuel 
Fraley,  Frederick 
Franciscus,  A.  H. 
Franciscus,  G.  C. 
Franklin,  Benjamin 
Frazer,  John  F. 

Frazer,  Persifor 
Freas,  Philip  E. 
Frederick,  M.  L. 
Freedley,  J.  K. 

Fries,  Aaron 
Frothingham,  Theodore 


22 


Fry,  Horace  B. 

Fry,  Joseph  B. 

Fry,  William  H. 

Fryer,  J.  C. 

Furness,  Horace  Howard 
Furness,  James  T. 

Garber,  Samuel  Jones 

GaRSED,  KlCHARD 
GrATES,  Jabez 
Gaw,  Alexander  G-. 
GEIGER,  H. 

Getty,  Archibald 
Gibbons,  Charles 
Gibson,  Charles  M. 
Gibson,  Henry  C. 

Gibson,  John 
Gibson,  John 
Gilbough,  J.  W. 

Gillespie,  Thomas  L. 
Gillespie,  William 
Gillingham,  Bobert  P. 
Gilpin,  Charles 
Gilpin,  Charles,  Jr. 
Gilpin,  George 
Gilpin,  John  F. 

Gilpin,  Washington  H. 
Godey,  Louis  A. 

Godfrey,  B.  G. 

Godley,  Jesse 
Godwin,  F.  A. 

Goff,  Jacob  W. 

Goforth,  John 
Goodfellow,  Henry 
Gould,  John  E. 

Graff,  Charles  H. 

Graff,  Frederick 
Graff,  John  F. 

Graham,  James 
Grant,  Charles  H. 


Grant,  William  S. 
Gratz,  Edward 
Gratz,  Bobert  H. 
Gray,  H.  W. 

Gray,  Samuel  W. 
Gray,  William  A. 
Greble,  Edwin 
Green,  Barton 
Griffith,  J.  Clarkson 
Gross,  George  J. 
Grove,  Conrad  S. 
Grubb,  A.  Bates 
Grubb,  Edward  Burd 
Grubb,  Joseph  C. 
Gumpert,  Gustav. 

Hacker,  Morris 
Hacker,  William  P. 
Haddock,  Daniel,  Jr. 
Hallowell,  Morris  L. 
Hambleton,  David  M. 
Hamm,  William  P. 
Hammet,  B. 

Hammond,  C. 

Hance,  Edward  H. 
Hance,  Joseph  C. 
Hand,  James  C. 

Hand,  Thomas  C. 
Handy,  Henry 
Hanna,  John 
Hansell,  Barnett 
Hansell,  William  F. 
Hanson,  Joseph  B. 
Harding,  George 
Hare,  J.  I.  Clark 
Harkness,  Charles  H. 
Harmar,  William 
Harper,  James 
Harper,  John  M. 
Harrison,  George  L. 


23 


Harrison,  Joseph 
Hart,  Abraham 
Hartmann,  John  J. 
Hartshorne,  Charles 
Hartshorne,  Edward,  M.D. 
Hartshorne,  Henry,  M.D. 
Haseltine,  Frank 
Haseltine,  John 
Haseltine,  Ward  B. 
Hastings,  Matthew 
Hay,  Andrew  K. 

Hay,  William 
Hayes,  Isaac  J.,  M.D. 
Hazleiiurst,  James  W. 
Heaton,  Augustus 
Heckscher,  Charles  A. 
Heermann,  Charles 
Helmutii,  George 
Helmuth,  Henry 
Hensel,  Henry  W. 

Hentz,  J.  Henry 
Herstine,  David  W. 
Hertzler,  John 
Hey,  Emanuel 
Hildeburn,  Henry  M. 
Hill,  Marshall 
Hill,  William  B. 

Hodge,  Hugh  Lenox,  M.D. 
Hoffman,  Christopher  J. 
Hoffman,  George  E. 

Hogg,  William,  Jr. 
Hollingshead,  Joseph  M. 
Homer,  Benjamin 
Hoopes,  Bernard  A. 
Hoopes,  Edward 
Hopkinson,  Joseph,  M.D. 
Hopper,  William 
Hoppin,  Henry 
Horstmann,  Sigmund  H. 
Houpt,  Lewis  L. 


Houston,  William  C. 
Howell,  Henry  C. 

Hoyt,  Frederic  A. 

Huber,  James  S. 

Huddell,  Joseph 
Huddy,  Benjamin  F. 
Humphreys,  Charles 
Hunt,  Alfred 
Hunt,  Benjamin  P. 

Hunt,  Elisha  H. 

Hunter,  John  C. 

Hunter,  William,  Jr. 
Huston,  Samuel 
Hutchinson,  Enoch  R. 
Hutchinson,  I.  Pemberton 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R. 
Ingham,  Jonathan 
Ingham,  William  A. 
Iungerich,  Louis  C. 

Ivins,  Job  S. 

Jackson,  Samuel 
James,  Edward  G. 

James,  Thomas  P. 

Jayne,  David,  M.D. 

Jenks,  Barton  H. 

Jenks,  William  P. 

Jessup,  Alfred  D. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Warner 
Jones,  Andrew  M. 

Jones,  Jacob  P. 

Jones,  John  D. 

Jones,  Samuel  A. 

Jones,  Samuel  H. 

Jordan,  John,  Jr. 

Justice,  Philip  S. 

Karsten,  Henry 
Keehmle,  William  C. 


24 


Keen,  Eli 
Keith,  Washington 
Keller,  Paul  P. 
Kelley,  Edward  Smith 
Kelley,  William  D. 
Kelly,  Edward  P. 
Kelly,  S.  S. 

Kemble,  William  H. 
Kempton,  William  B. 

‘  Kendall,  E.  O. 
Kennedy,  H.  C. 
Kennedy,  William  M. 
Kenney,  Henry  E. 
Kenney,  John  B. 

Kent,  William  C. 
Kern,  William  H. 
Kerr,  Joseph 
Kershow,  Edward  P. 
Kessler,  John,  Jr. 
Ketcham,  John 
Kimber,  Thomas,  Jr. 
King,  Charles  G. 

King,  Charles  B.,  M.D. 
King,  Edward  G. 

King,  Bobert  P. 
Kingsley,  J.  E. 
Kirkpatrick,  Edwin 
Klotz,  Paul 
Kneass,  Strickland 
Knecht,  Charles 
Knight,  Charles  C. 
Knight,  Edward  C. 
Knight,  J. 

Knight,  J.  Garrison 
Knight,  Beeve  L. 
Knorr,  Frederick  E. 
Knox,  John  C. 
Koecker,  L.  B. 

Koons,  Frederick  A. 


Lafourcade,  Edward 
Laing,  Henry  M. 
Lambdin,  George  C. 
Lambdin,  J.  B. 
Landell,  George  A. 
Landis,  Charles  K. 
Lane,  Alexander  T. 
Lapsley,  Samuel  W. 
Larned,  William  H. 
Lawrence,  Francis  C. 
Lawson,  John  L. 
Lazarus,  W.  W. 

Lea,  Henry  Charles 
Lea,  Isaac 
Lea,  Joseph 
Lea,  Bichard  M. 
Beaming,.  J.  Fisher 
Beaming,  B.  Waln 
Leedom,  B.  J. 

Lehman,  William  E. 
Leinau,  Samuel  W. 
Lejee,  William  B. 
Leland,  Charles 
Lennig,  Charles 
Lesley,  J.  Peter 
Letchworth,  A.  S. 
Lewis,  A.  J. 

Lewis,  Charles  S. 
Lewis,  Edwin  M. 
Lewis,  Francis  A. 
Lewis,  George  T. 
Lewis,  Henry 
Lewis,  John  T. 

Lewis,  Joseph  W. 
Lewis,  Lawrence,  Jr. 
Lewis,  Bobert  M. 
Lewis,  Samuel,  M.D. 
Lewis,  Saunders 
Lewis,  Walter  H. 


25 


* 


Lewis,  William  D. 
Lilly,  William 
Lincoln,  E. 

Lippe,  Adolphus,  M.D. 
Lippincott,  Joshua 
Lippincott,  J.  Dundas 
Lippincott,  J.  B. 

Little,  Amos  B. 
Lockwood,  W.  E. 
Loughead,  George  P. 
Loye,  Thomas  C. 
Lovering,  Joseph  S. 
Loyering,  Joseph  S.,  Jr. 
Lowber,  William  T. 
Ludwig,  William  C. 
Lynd,  James 
Lynn,  John  W. 

McAllister,  John  A. 
McArthur,  John 
McArthur,  John,  Jr. 
McClees,  William  K. 
McClure,  Alexander  K. 
McComb,  Henry  S. 
McCreary,  J.  B. 
McDowell,  John,  Jr. 
McEuen,  Thomas,  M.D. 
McFarland,  James  B. 
McIntyre,  Archibald 
McKean,  Henry  Pratt 
Me  Kim,  J.  Miller 
McLaughlin,  John 
McMahan,  George  W. 
McMichael,  Morton 
McMichael,  Morton,  Jr. 
McMichael,  Walter 
McMurtrie,  Francis 
McQuaide,  J.  G. 
McQuillan,  J.  H. 
McVeagh,  Wayne 


Maceuen,  Charles  Izard 
Madeira,  Louis  C. 
Maginnis,  Edward  J. 
Maguire,  James 
Manderson,  James 
Mann,  William 
Mann,  William  B. 

Maris,  John  M. 

Maris,  Thomas  B. 

Markley,  Edward  C. 
Markley,  Edward  C.,  Jr. 
Markley,  T.  W. 

Marselis,  Nicholas  H.,  M.D 
Marshall,  Joseph  F. 
Martien,  Alfred 
Martin,  George  W. 

Martin,  Bobert  L. 
Marvine,  E.  E. 

Mason,  James  S. 

Mason,  John,  Jr. 

Massey,  Bobert  Y. 

Mawson,  Edward  S. 
Maxwell,  Bobert  A. 
Megear,  Thomas  J. 

Meigs,  Charles  D.,  M.D. 
Meigs,  Frank  B. 

Meigs,  J.  Forsyth,  M.D. 
Meigs,  S.  Emlen 
Mercer,  Hall  AY. 

Mercer,  John  C. 

Mercer,  Singleton  A. 
Meredith,  William 
Meredith,  William  M. 
Merrick,  J.  Yaughan 
Merrick,  Samuel  Y. 
Merrick,  AFilliam  H. 
Mershon,  A.  H. 

Mershon,  Daniel 
Messchert,  M.  H. 
Middleton,  Nathan 
Miller,  E.  Spencer 


26 


Miller,  J.  Craig 
Miller,  Joseph  William 
Milliken,  James 
Millward,  William 
Miskey,  William  F. 
Mitchell,  Edward  P. 
Mitchell,  Edwin 
Mitchell,  James  T. 
Mitchell,  John  C. 
Mitchell,  John  M. 
Mitchell,  Joseph  G. 
Mitchell,  S.  Augustus 
Mitchell,  W.  A. 

Moon,  Samuel  S. 

Money,  Joseph  S. 

Monges,  Gordon 
Moore,  Bloomfield  H. 
Moore,  Carlton  B. 

Moore,  George  H. 

Moore,  Henry  D. 

Moore,  O.  F. 

Moore,  Thomas  H. 
Moorhead,  J.  B. 

Moorhead,  W.  E. 

Moorhead,  W.  G. 
Moorhouse,  George  B.,  M.D. 
Morris,  Frederick  W. 
Morris,  Henry  G. 

Morris,  Israel 
Morris,  Stephen 
Morris,  Theodore  H. 
Morton,  Eobert  P. 

Morton,  Samuel  C. 

Morton,  Thomas  Geo.,  M.D. 
Moss,  Frank 
Moss,  Isaac  M. 

Moss,  John,  Jr. 

Mott,  Thomas 
Mount,  C.  B. 

Moyer,  Edward  P. 


Muirheid,  Charles  H. 
Munroe,  William  H. 
Murphey,  John  A. 
Murphy,  William 
Muzzey,  William  M. 
Myer,  E.  Eeed 
Myers,  Joseph  B. 

Myers,  Leonard 

Haylor,  Jacob 
Heal,  William 
Heall,  Daniel 
Heedles,  Caleb  H. 

Heff,  Harmanus 
Hewbold,  John  S. 
Hewbold,  William  A. 
Hewhall,  Gilbert  H. 
Hewhall,  Thomas  A. 
Hewkumet,  John 
Hichols,  Jeremiah 
Hoblit,  Dell 
Hoblit,  John 
Horris,  Charles 
Horris,  Charles,  Jr. 
Horris,  George  W.,  M.D. 
Horton,  Charles  F. 

Ogden,  Charles  S. 

Okie,  J.  Brognard 
O’Heill,  Charles 
Orne,  Benjamin,  Jr. 
Orne,  James  H. 

Orne,  John  F. 

Packard,  Frederick  A. 
Page,  Joseph  F. 

Palmer,  B.  Frank. 
Pancoast,  Charles  S. 
Parrish,  George  D. 
Parrish,  Eobert  A.,  Jr. 


27 


Patterson,  Joseph 
Patterson,  Joseph 
Patterson,  Eobert 
Paul,  James  Marshall 
Paul,  James  W. 

Paul,  J.  Eodman,  M.D. 
Paul,  William  W. 
Paxson,  Edward  M. 
Paxson,  Frederick 
Peacock,  Gibson 
Penrose,  Charles 
Penrose,  John  E. 
Pepper,  Frederick  S. 
Perelli,  Natale 
Perkins,  Abraham  E. 
Perkins,  Henry 
Perkins,  Samuel  C. 
Perkins,  Samuel  H. 
Perot,  Effingham 
Perot,  Elliston 
Perot,  T.  Morris 
Peterson,  Charles  J. 
Peterson,  Israel 
Peterson,  Pearson  S. 
Peterson,  Eichard 
Pettit,  William 
Phillips,  Samuel  E. 
Pierce,  William  S. 
Pollock,  James 
Pollock,  William  J. 
Pomeroy,  John  M. 
Potter,  Alfred  E, 
Potter,  Thomas 
Potts,  Thomas  J. 

Potts,  William  F. 
Poulterer,  Edwin  F. 
Poultney,  Charles  W. 
Powel,  Samuel 
Pratt,  Eundas  T. 
Pratt,  Edmund 


Preaut,  Henry 
Price,  J.  Sergeant 
Price,  Stephen  S. 

Price,  Thomas  C. 

Price,  Thomas  W. 
Priestley,  Alexander 
Purves,  Alexander 
Pusey,  Ellwood  T. 

Quintard,  E.  A. 

Rafsnyder,  Edwin 
Ralston,  Francis  W. 
Randolph,  Eyan 
Rasin,  Warner  M. 
Rathbun,  R.  N. 

Rawle,  William  Henry 
Reakirt,  Edwin  L. 
Reaney,  W.  B. 

;  Redfield,  John  H. 
Redner,  Lewis  H. 

Reed,  Henry  H. 

Reed,  Robert 
Reed,  Robert  S. 

Reeves,  Samuel  J. 

Rehn,  W.  L. 

Reimer,  B.  F. 

Relf,  Charles  P. 
Remsen,  George 
Reynolds,  Thompson 
Rice,  George 
Rice,  John 
Richards,  Howard 
Richardson,  Charles 
Richardson,  George  J. 
Richardson,  William 
Riche,  George  Inman 
Ridgway,  John  J.,  Jr. 
Ridgway,  Thomas 
Riley,  John  M. 

Ritchie,  Craig  I). 


28 


Bitter,  Abraham 
Boach,  Joseph  H. 
Boberts,  Algernon  S. 
Boberts,  Edward,  Jr. 
Boberts,  George  H. 
Boberts,  Perciyal 
Bobeson,  George  M. 
Bobinson,  Hanson 
Bogers,  Evans 
Bogers,  Eairman 
Bogers,  M.  Edward 
Bogers,  Bobert  E.,  M.D. 
Bogers,  W.  B.,  Jr. 

Bood,  Henry  E. 
Bosengarten,  G.  D. 
Bosengarten,  Joseph  G. 
Bothermel,  P.  F. 
Bowland,  James 
Bowland,  Nathan 
Bowland,  P.  S. 
Bowland,  William  N. 
Boyal,  Theodore  A. 
Boyer,  Lewis,  M.I). 
Bubicam,  Charles  A. 
Bussell,  W.  S. 

Butter,  Levi  T. 

Byerss,  Joseph  W. 

Salter,  J.  Eldon 
Samuel,  Henry 
Sartori,  Yictor  A. 
SCATTERGOOD,  S.  S. 
Schell,  Henry  L.,  M.D. 
Schott,  Charles  M. 
Scott,  Lewis  A. 

Scull,  Alfred  P. 
Seeger,  Boland 
Sellers,  David  W. 
Sellers,  John,  Jr. 
Sellers,  William 


Serrill,  Henry 
Seybert,  Henry 
Shaffner,  John 
Shaffner,  John,  Jr. 
Sharpless,  H.  H.  G. 
Sharpless,  Samuel  J. 
Shaw,  Edward  T. 
Sheppard,  Joseph  B. 
Sherman,  Conger 
Sherrerd,  William  D. 
Shippen,  Edward 
Shippen,  Joseph 
Shober,  Samuel  L. 
Shoenberger,  Edwin  F. 
Shoener,  Charles  E. 
Simes,  Samuel 
Simons,  Henry 
Sims,  John  C. 

Siter,  Edward 
Slack,  John  H.,  M.D. 
Slaymaker,  Samuel  E. 
Smethurst,  Bichard 
Smith,  Aubrey  H. 
Smith,  Charles 
Smith,  Charles  E. 
Smith,  Charles  H. 
Smith,  Charles  S. 
Smith,  Daniel,  Jr. 
Smith,  D.  C.  Wharton 
Smith,  Edmund 
Smith,  Francis  G.,  M.D. 
Smith,  George  A. 

Smith,  George  Plumer 
Smith,  H.  P. 

Smith,  James  D. 

Smith,  James  G. 

Smith,  James  Somers 
Smith,  Jesse  E. 

Smith,  Lloyd  P. 

Smith,  P.  Jenks 


29 


Smith,  E.  Bundle 
Smith,  Eiciiard  S. 

Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  William  S. 

Smyth,  Lindley 
Smyth,  William  C. 

Snyder,  Thomas  A. 

SOLMS,  S.  J. 

Souder,  Edmund  A. 

Souder,  Stephen  T. 

Soule,  Horace  H. 

SOUTIIWORTH,  D.  P. 

South  worth,  John  H. 
Sower,  C.  G. 

Sowers,  William  H. 

Sparks,  Thomas 
Spearman,  Thomas  H. 
Spencer,  Charles 
Spering,  Joshua 
Spooner,  Edward  A. 

Starr,  Isaac,  Jr. 

Starr,  James 
Stearns,  George  L. 
Stearns,  William 
Sterling,  H.  G. 

Stevens,  William  H. 
Stevenson,  Benjamin 
Stevenson,  Edward  Knight 
Stevenson,  William  C. 
Stewardson,  Thomas,  Jr. 
Stewart,  Benedict  D. 
Stewart,  T.  McI. 

Stewart,  William  R. 
Stewart,  William  S. 

Stiles,  William  C.,  Jr. 

j* 

Stille,  C.  J. 

Stitt,  Seth  B. 

Stokes,  Samuel  E. 

Stoner,  Alfred  M. 

Stone,  Henry  M. 


Stone,  James  N. 

Stone,  J.  Emery 
Stone,  W.  E. 

Strickland,  Edward 
Stroud,  George  D. 

Stroud,  George  M. 

Stroud,  Morris  R. 
Struthers,  William 
Stuart,  George  H. 

Sturgis,  Robert  S. 

Swann,  Wilson  C.,  M.D. 
Sweney,  Thomas  W. 

Taitt,  John  T. 

Tasker,  Stephen  P.  M. 
Tasker,  Thomas  T.,  Jr. 
Tasker,  W.  H. 

Tatham,  George  M. 
Tatham,  William  P. 

Taws,  Lewis 
Taylor,  George  E. 

Taylor,  John  D. 

Taylor,  Robert  F. 

Taylor,  William  Bankson 
Taylor,  W.  J. 

Thackera,  S.  W. 

Thomas,  Joseph  T. 

Thomas,  Samuel  B. 
Thomas,  William  B. 
Thomas,  William  G. 
Thompson,  George 
Thompson,  Henry  C. 
Thompson,  John 
Thompson,  John  J. 
Thompson,  Lucius  P. 
Thompson,  Oswald 
Thomson,  A.  H. 

Thomson,  John  Edgar 
Thorn,  George  W. 

Thorne,  George  T. 


30 


Thouron,  Nicholas  E. 
Tiers,  W.  H. 

Tilge,  Henry 
Tilghman,  R.  A. 
Tilghman,  William  M. 
Tobias,  Joseph  F. 

Towne,  John  H. 
Townsend,  Henry  C. 
Townsend,  Joseph  B. 

*  Toy,  James  M. 

Tracey,  Eliashib 
Traquair,  James 
Tredick,  Benjamin  T. 
Trimble,  Joseph 
Trott,  George 
Trotter,  Charles  W. 
Trotter,  Edward  H. 
Trotter,  George 
Trotter,  Joseph  H. 
Trotter,  Newbold  H. 
Trotter,  William  Henry 
Tryon,  Edward  K. 
Tucker,  John 
Tucker,  John,  Jr. 

Tunis,  Thomas  B. 

Turner,  John 
Tyler,  George  E. 

Tail,  Lewis  H. 
Valentine,  John  K. 
Vaux,  William  S. 

Verree,  John  P. 

Vezin,  Charles 
Vogel,  George  W. 
Voorhees,  Peter  L. 

Wagner,  Charles  M. 
Wainwright,  William  J. 
Walborn,  Cornelius  A. 
Wallace,  Ellerslie,  M.I). 


Walrayen,  Ira  E. 
Walter,  Frank 
Ward  Eliab,  M.I). 
Warner,  Bedwood  F. 
Washburne,  William  S. 
Watmough,  John  G. 
Watson,  Charles 
Watson,  George 
Watson,  James  V. 
Watts,  Henry  M. 
Wattson,  Thomas 
Wattson,  Thomas  B. 
Weaver,  George  J. 
Webster,  Lafayette  L. 
Webster,  Thomas 
Weimer,  John  S. 

Wells,  Francis 
Wells,  Kirk  B. 

Welsh,  William 
Wernwag,  Theodore 
Wetherill,  Christopher 
Wetherill,  George  H. 
Wetherill,  John  Price 
Wetherill,  Samuel 
Wharton,  Charles 
Wharton,  Charles  W. 
Wheeler,  Andrew' 
Wheeler,  Charles 
Wheeler,  Joseph  K. 
Whilldin,  Alexander 
White,  James  W. 

White,  John  P. 

White,  Bobert  B. 

White,  Samuel  S. 

White,  William  B. 
Whitney,  Asa 
Whitney,  E.  D. 

Whitney,  George 
Whitney,  James  S. 
Whitney,  John  B. 


31 


Wilcox,  Edmund 
Wilcox,  Samuel 
Wilkins,  Joseph  R. 
Williams,  Charles 
Williams,  Henry  J. 
Williamson,  Walter,  M.D. 
Willing,  Charles,  M.D. 
Willing,  Edward  Shippen 
Wilson,  Ellwood,  M.D. 
Wilson,  Franklin  S. 
Wilson,  John  A. 

Wilson,  Oliver  Howard 
Wilson,  William  H. 
Wilson,  William  M. 
Winsor,  Henry 
Winsor,  James  H. 

Wistar,  W.  H. 

WlSTER,  W.  RoTCH 
Withers,  Joseph  S. 

Wood,  Alan 
Wood,  Edward  R. 

Wood,  George  A. 

Wood,  Richard 


Wood,  Thomas  Chalkley 
Wood,  Thomas  S. 

Woodward,  William  H. 
Woolston,  J.  W. 

Work,  Samuel 
Wright,  Edward  H. 

Wright,  James  A. 

Wright,  John 

Wright,  Richard 

Wurts,  Chas.  Stewart,  M.H. 

Wyeth,  Frank  H. 

*  \ 

Yarnall,  Ellis 
Yerkes,  Charles  T. 

Young,  Armar 
Young,  George 
Young,  James 
Young,  James  S. 

Young,  J.  Benton 
Young,  John  R. 

Zane,  Joel 

Zeigler,  George  J.,  M.D. 


PROCEEDINGS 

r\  'v. 


UNION  LEAGUE 


OF  PHILADELPHIA, 


In  Commemoration  of  the  Eighty -Ninth  Anniversary 

of  American  Independence , 

JULY  4tH7  13QS. 


Oration  of  Charles  Gibbons,  Esg. 


PHILADELPHIA  : 

King  Sz  Baird,  Printers,  No.  607  Sansom  Street. 

1865. 


1 


{ 


PROCEEDINGS. 


July  4tli,  1865. 


The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  in  pursuance 
of  public  notice,  held  a  meeting  in  the  Academy 
of  Music  on  this  day,  in  commemoration  of  the  89th 
Anniversary  of  American  Independence. 

At  12  o’clock  precisely  the  members  of  the  League 
entered  the  building,  and  took  their  places  on  the 
stage,  where  seats  had  been  provided. 

Morton  McMichael,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice-Presi¬ 
dents  of  the  League,  took  the  chair,  with  Charles 
Gibbons,  Esq.,  the  Orator  of  the  Day,  on  his  right, 
and  Daniel  Dougherty,  Esq.,  the  Leader  of  the 
Declaration,  on  his  left.  A  large  number  of  the 
clergy  occupied  seats  on  the  right  of  the  members. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  by  an  appropriate 
prayer  from  the  Lev.  George  Dana  Boardman. 

“The  Star-Spangled  Banner”  was  then  sung  by 
the  choir  of  the  League.  During  the  final  chorus, 
the  members  and  the  whole  audience  rose,  giving  to 
the  performance  a  most  impressive  effect. 
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The  Declaration  of  American  Independence  was 
then  read  by  Daniel  Dougherty,  Esq. 

W ITEN,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neces¬ 
sary  for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which 
have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among 
the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal  station  to 
which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature’s  God  entitle  them, 
a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that 
they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the 
separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights  ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  That  to  secure  these  rights 
governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed;  that  whenever 
any  form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends, 
it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to 
institute  a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on  such 
principles,  and  organizing  its  power  in  such  form  as  to 
them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  hap¬ 
piness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  governments 
long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and  tran¬ 
sient  causes ;  and,  accordingly,  all  experience  hath  shown 
that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer  while  evils  are 
sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by  abolishing  the  forms 
to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of 
abuses  and  usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the  same  ob¬ 
ject,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  des¬ 
potism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  such 
government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future 
security.  Such  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these 
colonies,  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains 
them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  government.  The 
history  of  the  present  king  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history 
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of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpations,  all  Laving  in  direct 
object,  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these 
states.  To  prove  this,  let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid 
world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws,  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  imme¬ 
diate  and  pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their 
operation  till  his  assent  should  be  obtained ;  and  when  so 
suspended,  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation 
of  large  districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  re¬ 
linquish  the  right  of  representation  in  the  legislature,  a 
right  inestimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  un¬ 
usual,  uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  the  depository  of 
their  public  records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them 
into  compliance  with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly,  for 
opposing,  with  manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the  rights 
of  the  people. 

He  has  refused,  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolutions, 
to  cause  others  to  be  elected ;  whereby  the  legislative  pow¬ 
ers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people 
at  large  for  their  exercise;  the  state  remaining  in  the  mean¬ 
time  exposed  to  all  the  danger  of  invasion  from  without, 
and  convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
states;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturaliza¬ 
tion  of  foreigners ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage 
their  migration  hither,  and  raisin sr  the  conditions  of  new 
appropriations  of  land. 

He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  by  re¬ 
fusing  his  assent  to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone  for  the 
tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their 
salaries. 
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He  lias  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent  hither 
swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people  and  eat  out  their 
substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies, 
without  the  consent  of  our  legislatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of, 
and  superior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdic- 
‘  tion  foreign  to  our  constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by 
our  laws ;  giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legis¬ 
lation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us : 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment 
for  any  murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  these  States : 

For  cutting  off'  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world : 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent: 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial 
by  jury : 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neigh¬ 
boring  province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  govern¬ 
ment,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries  so  as  to  render  it  at 
once  an  example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the 
same  absolute  rule  into  these  Colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valu¬ 
able  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our  gov¬ 
ernments  : 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  them¬ 
selves  invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases 
whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out 
of  his  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our 
towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign 
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mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation  and 
tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and 
perfidy  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages,  and 
totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on 
the  high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become 
the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall 
themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and 
has  endeavored  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers 
the  merciless  Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare 
is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes  and  con¬ 
ditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned 
for  redress  in  the  most  humble  terms  :  our  repeated  petitions 
have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince, 
whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may 
define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  British 
brethren.  We  have  warned  them  from  time  to  time  of 
attempts  made  by  their  legislature  to  extend  an  unwar¬ 
rantable  jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of 
the  circumstances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here. 
We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity, 
and  we  have  conjured  them,  by  the  ties  of  our  common 
kindred,  to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which  would  inev¬ 
itably  interrupt  our  connections  and  correspondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  of  consan¬ 
guinity.  We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necessity, 
which  denounces  our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold 
the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace,  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  General  Congress  assembled,  appealing  to  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  inten¬ 
tions,  do,  in  the  name,  and  by  authority  of  the  good  people 
of  these  Colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  declare,  that  these 
United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  Free  and 
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Independent  States;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown ;  and  that  all  political  con¬ 
nection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved;  and  that  as  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent  States,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude 
peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  independent  states  may  of  right 
do.  And  for  the  support  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm 
reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutu¬ 
ally  pledge  to  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  honor. 


William  Paca, . 

Samuel  Chace, . 

Lewis  Morris, . 

William  Floyd, . 

John  Adams, . . 

Francis  Lewis, . 

Chisar  Rodney, . 

George  Read, . 

George  W ythe, . 

Benjamin  Franklin, 

Thomas  McKean, . 

Lyman  Hall, . 

William  Ellery, . 

George  Clymer, . 

William  Williams,.. 

John  Hancock, . 

Benjamin  Harrison,. 
Charles  Carroll,.... 

Benjamin  Rush, . 

Samuel  Adams, . . 

Joseph  Hewes, . 

Edward  Rutledge,... 

John  Hart, . . 

John  Morton, . . 

Arthur  Middleton,., 


.Maryland. 
.Maryland. 
.New  York. 
.New  York. 
.Massachusetts. 
.New  York. 
.Delaware. 
.Delaware. 

.  Virginia. 

.Pennsylvania. 

.Delaware. 

.  Georgia. 

. Rhode  Island. 

. Pennsylvania . 

.  Connecticut. 
.Massachusetts. 

.  Virginia. 

, Maryland . 

. Pennsylvania . 
Massachusetts. 
North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina. 
New  Jersey. 
Pennsylvania. 
South  Carolina. 
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Mathew  Thornton, . New  Hampshire. 

Samuel  Huntington, . Connecticut. 

William  Hooper, . North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Hayward,  Jr., . South  Carolina. 

Robert  Treat  Paine, . Massachusetts. 

Francis  Hopkinson, . New  Jersey. 

William  Whipple, . New  Hampshire. 

James  Smith, . Pennsylvania. 

George  Taylor, . Pennsylvania. 

Button  Gwinnett, . Georgia. 

Francis  Lightfoot  Lee, . Virginia. 

Josiah  Bartlett, . New  Hampshire. 

Stephen  Hopkins, . Rhode  Island. 

John  Witherspoon, . New  Jersey. 

Philip  Livingston, . New  York. 

Richard  Stockton, . New  Jersey. 

Thomas  Lynch,  Jr, . South  Carolina. 

Richard  Henry  Lee, . Virginia. 

Thomas  W illing, . Pennsylvania. 

Elbridge  Gerry, . Massachusetts. 

George  Ross, . Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Stone, . Mary  land. 

Oliver  W olcott, . Connecticut. 

Roger  Sherman, . Connecticut. 

Thomas  Jefferson, . Virginia. 

James  W ilson, . Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Kelson,  . . . . . Virginia. 

George  Walton, . Georgia. 

Robert  Morris, . Pennsylvania. 

Abraham  Clarke, . New  Jersey. 

Thomas  McKean, . Delaware. 

Carter  Braxton, . Virginia. 

John  Penn, . North  Carolina. 


i4  Rally  Round  the  Flag  ”  was  then  sung  by  the 
choir,  the  whole  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 
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Charles  Gibbons,  Esq.,  the  Orator  of  the  Day, 
was  then  introduced,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Union  League, 

Ladies  and  Fellow-citizens 

of  the  United  States  : 

America  comes  from  her  battle-fields  to-day  pale  for  the 
loss  of  blood,  with  all  the  stars  on  her  victorious  flag — com¬ 
manding  peace!  In  her  brief  career  of  eighty-nine  years, 
she  has  given  to  history  its  most  remarkable  events,  to 
science  its  most  useful  discoveries,  to  the  mechanic  arts 
their  most  important  improvements,  to  labor  its  highest 
rewards ;  and  she  now  exhibits  to  mankind  the  triumphant 
success  of  her  popular  government. 

When,  haggard  and  weary  under  the  yoke  of  her  op- " 
pressor,  she  ventured  to  deny  the  divinity  of  despotism, 
and  to  assert  the  inalienable  rights  of  all  men  to  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness,  the  darkness  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  was  too  thick  to  be  penetrated,  by  the  light'  which 
she  hung  out  to  the  world.  She  stood  alone.  Without, 
army  or  navy,  without  purse  or  scrip,  with  no  friend  among 
the  nations  in  whom  she  could  trust,  appealing  to  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  her  inten¬ 
tions,  she  opposed  her  sublime,  unfaltering  faith,  to  the 
brutal  force  of  England. 

“I  am  surprised,”  said  John  Adams  in  1776,  “at  the 
suddenness  as  well  as  greatness  of  this  revolution.  Britain 
has  been  filled  with  folly,  America  with  wisdom.  It  is  the 
will  of  Heaven  that  the  two  countries  should  be  sundered 
forever ;  it  may  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  America  shall 
suffer  calamities  still  more  wasting,  and  distresses  yet  more 
dreadful.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  furnace  of  affliction  pro¬ 
duces  refinement  in  States  as  well  as  individuals ;  but  I 
submit  all  my  hopes  and  fears  to  an  overruling  Providence, 
in  which  I  firmly  believe.” 
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“  The  day  will  be  celebrated  by  succeeding  generations 
as  the  great  anniversary  festival,  commemorated  as  the  day 
of  deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty  God 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this  time 
forward — forevermore.  You  may  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
toil,  and  blood,  and  treasure  it  will  cost  to  maintain  this 
declaration,  and  -support  and  defend  these  States ;  yet 
through  all  the  gloom  I  can  see  the  rays  of  light  and 
glory,  and  that  posterity  will  triumph  in  this  day’s  trans¬ 
action.” 

So  spake  the  patriot  prophet,  who,  a  few  days  before,  had 
risen  on  the  floor  of  Congress  and  reverently  asked  that, 
the  blessings  of  Heaven  might  rest  on  the  new-born 
Republic,  and  make  it  the  most  glorious  of  all  that  ever 
lived.  He  may  not  have  foreseen  the  dreadful  carnage 
through  which  the  Republic  has  recently  passed.  From  a 
deeper,  gloom  than  his  eyes  beheld,  from  a  hotter  furnace 
than  blazed  upon  his  vision,  America  conies  forth  into 
the  light  of  peace,  liberty  and  glory,  to  keep  her .  anni¬ 
versary  festival,  and  commemorate  the  day  of  her  de¬ 
liverance. 

W e  may  properly  inquire  on  this  occasion,  how  it  came 
that  human  slavery,  the  cause  of  all  our  troubles  and  afflic¬ 
tions,  and  always  at  war  with  the  principles  of  the  Revo-  - 
lution,  was  so  strangely  domesticated  with  them,  as  to 
baffle  the  efforts  of  the  ablest  statesmen,  and  defy  the 
power  of  Christianity  itself  to  cast  it  out.  Suffer  me, 
therefore,  to  refer  to  parts  of  the  history  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  struggle  which  may  solve  this  question ;  and,  par¬ 
don  me  if,  in  so  doing,  I  vex  your  ears  with  a  “  thrice- 
told  tale.”  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Fathers  of  the 
Republic,  that  they  should  not  be  implicated  in  a  crime 
of  which  they  were  not  only  innocent,  but  constantly  con¬ 
demned,  and  that  the  responsibility  should  rest  where  it 
justly  belongs. 

For  a  period  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
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anterior  to  the  Declaration,  and  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  after,  England  was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  She 
had  stolen  from  Africa  upwards  of  three  millions  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  of  whom  half  a  million  died  upon 
her  hands  from  starvation,  cruel  treatment,  and  disease ; 
the  remainder  she  condemned  to  perpetual  slavery.  She 
had  about  three  hundred  thousand  in  her  American  colo¬ 
nies  when  they  declared  their  independence.  In  order  to 
‘  secure  to  Englishmen  a  monopoly  of  the  wealth  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  business,  ten  English  judges  had  given  their 
opinion  that  negroes  were  merchandize,  and  that  therefore 
the  navigation  acts  excluded  aliens  from  the  trade.  The 
Crown,  the  Church,  the  aristocracy,  and  the  merchants  of 
England  were  all  implicated  in  this  horrible  and  infamous 
traffic,  and  all  united  in  their  hostility  to  free  labor  in 
America.  The  people  of  the  colonies  attempted  in  vain  to 
relieve  themselves  and  their  country  from  the  terrible 
curse.  They  passed  laws  restraining  the  importation  of 
negroes,  which  were  not  allowed  to  take  effect.  In  1770 
the  king  issued  instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
by  which  he  was  commanded  on  pain  of  the  highest  dis¬ 
pleasure,  to  assent  to  no  law  whereby  the  importation  of 
slaves  should  be  in  any  respect  prohibited  or  obstructed. 

The  most  earnest  remonstrances  against  the  trade  were 
addressed  to  the  king,  on  the  score  of  its  inhumanity  and 
corrupting  and  destructive  influences ;  but  they  resulted  in 
the  most  peremptory  orders  to  his  officers  in  the  colonies 
to  protect  and  maintain  it.  The  thought  and  reasoning  of 
England  on  the  subject  was  that  “negro  labor  will  keep 
our  British  colonies  in  due  subserviency  to  the  interests  of 
their  mother  country ;  for  while  our  plantations  depend 
only  on  planting  by  negroes,  our  colonies  can  never  prove 
injurious  to  British  manufactures,  never  become  indepen¬ 
dent  of  their  kingdom.”*  This  argument  satisfied  the  con- 

*  In  1699,  Parliament  declared  “that  no  wool,  yarn  or  woollen  manufac¬ 
tures  of  their  American  plantations,  should  he  shipped  there,  or  even  laden,  in 
order  to  he  transported  from  thence  to  any  place  whatever ( Pitkins ’  Pol.  and 
Civil  Hist.  XI.  S.) 
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sciences  of  Englishmen  and  justified  the  policy  of  their 
Government.  • 

The  Continental  Congress  of  1774  unanimously  delared: 
“We  will  neither  import  nor  purchase  any  slave  imported 
after  the  first  day  of  December  next ;  after  which  time  we 
will  wholly  discontinue  the  slave  trade,  and  will  neither  be 
concerned  in  it  ourselves,  nor  will  we  hire  our  vessels  or 
sell  our  commodities  or  manufactures  to  those  who  are 
concerned  in  it.” 

In  the  same  year  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  to  the  Provincial 
Convention  of  Virginia  that  “the  abolition  of  domestic  slavery 
is  the  great  object  of  desire  in  those  colonies  ivhere  it  was  un¬ 
happily  introduced  in  their  infant  state.  But  previous  to  the 
enfranchisement  of  the  slaves  we  have,  it  is  necessary  to 
exclude  all  further  importations  from  Africa;  yet  our 
repeated  attempts  to  effect  this  by  prohibitions,  and  by  im¬ 
posing  duties  which  amounted  to  prohibitions,  have  hitherto 
been  defeated  by  his  Majesty’s  negative,  thus  preferring 
the  immediate  advantage  of  a  few  British  corsairs,  to  the 
lasting  interests  of  the  American  States,  and  to  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  deeply  wounded  by  this  infamous  prac¬ 
tice.”  The  Convention  exhausted  its  power  over  the  subject 
by  adopting  a  resolution,  presented  by  Peyton  Randolph, 
that  “We  will  neither  ourselves  import  nor  purchase  any 
slave  or  slaves  imported  by  any  other  person,  either  from 
Africa,  the  West  Indies,  or  any  other  place.”  A  year  after¬ 
wards,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  referring  to  the  efforts  of 
the  colonies  to  abolish  the  system,  wrote  to  a  colonial 


In  1719,  the  House  of  Commons  declared  “that  the  erecting  of  manufac¬ 
tories  in  the  Colonies  tended  to  lessen  the  dependence  on  Great  Britain .”  (Ib.) 

In  order  to  protect  British  hatters  from  competition  in  America,  Parlia¬ 
ment  passed  an  act  in  1732,  prohibiting  hats  from  being  laden  upon  a  horse , 
cart  or  other  carriage  in  the  Colonies ,  with  an  intent  to  be  exported  to  any 
other  plantation,  or  to  any  place  whatsoever  under  a  penalty  of  forfeiture  of 
the  hats  so  laden,  and  a  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds !  The  same  act  pro¬ 
hibited  the  employment  of  blacks  or  negroes  in  the  Colonies,  in  the  business 
of  making  hats ;  and  also  prohibited  any  person  from  engaging  in  the 
manufacture  who  had  not  served  as  an  apprentice  in  the  business  for  seven 
years !  (See  British  Statutes  at  Large.) 
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agent :  “We  cannot  allow  the  colonies  to  check  or  clis 
courage  in  any  degree  a  traffic  so  beneficial  to  the  nation.” 

Three  months  prior  to  the  Declaration,  Congress  solemnly 
resolved  “that  no  slaves  should  be  imported  into  any  of 
the  thirteen  colonies.”  The  resolution  was  approved  and 
respected  by  all  of  them;  it  expressed  the  feeling  of  the  . 
American  heart,  and  the  matured  judgment  of  American 
statesmen. 

The  original  draft  of  the  Declaration  contained,  among 
others,  this  charge  against  the  King:  “He  has  waged  cruel 
war  against  human  nature  itself,  violating  its  most  sacred 
rights  of  life  and  liberty,  in  the  persons  of  a  distant  people  . 
who  never  offended  him,  captivating  and  carrying  them 
into  slavery  in  -another  hemisphere,  or  to  incur  miserable, 
death  in  their  transportation  thither.  This  piratical  war¬ 
fare,  the  opprobrium  of  inficlel  Powers,  is  the  warfare  of  the 
Christian  King  of  Great  Britain.  Determined  to  keep  open 
a  market  where  men  should  be  bought  and  sold,  he  lias- 
prostituted  his  negative  for  suppressing  every  legislative 
attempt  to  prohibit  or  to  restrain  this  execrable  commerce.” 

Mr.  Jefferson  says  that  this  clause  was  disapproved  by  • 
some  Southern  gentlemen,  whose  reflections  were  not  yet 
matured  to  the  full  abhorrence  of  the  traffic,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  stricken  out. 

Two  other  clauses  remain,  and  have  been  read  to-day, 
having  relation  to  the  same  subject : 

“  He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  public  good.” 

“He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  ' 
States,  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  the  natu¬ 
ralization  of  foreigners,  refusing  to  pass  others  encouraging 
their  migration  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  neio 
appropriations  of  land.” 

These  clauses  of  the  indictment  have  direct  reference  to 
the  laws  by  which  the  colonists  hoped  to  abolish  slavery, 
but  which  the  crown  refused  to  sanction ;  and  to  the  slave 
policy  of  England,  to  exclude  free  labor  from  the  country. 

✓ 
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I  revise  these  parts  of  our  early  history  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that,  the  spirit  of  slavery  was  not  an  American 
spirit,  and  had  but  little  influence  here  at  the  time  of  the 
Declaration.  The  men  of  the  revolution  were  the  friends 
of  universal  liberty.  Through  the  long  years  of  fruitless 
effort  to  obtain  from  England  a  peaceful  recognition  of 
their  rights,  they  had  investigated  and  explored  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  human  government,  and  satisfied  themselves  of 
the  end  which  it  was  intended  to  secure.  Looking  to  the 
source  of  all  power,  and  to  the  application  of  the  Divine 
law  to  the  human  family,  they  could  find  no  precedent  or 
authority  to  justify  oppression  in  any  form.  Consulting 
their  Bibles,  they  found  many  instances  where  the  wrath 
of  God  had  fallen  in  terrible  judgments  upon  the  oppres¬ 
sor.  Whether  they  read  the  history  of  Jerusalem  and  its 
despotic  kings,  and  surveyed  the  ruins  of  the  city — or  fol¬ 
lowed  the  centuries  back  till  they  saw  the  waters  rolling 
over  the  hosts  of  Pharaoh — whether  thev  heard  the  thun- 
der  from  Sinai  or  the  groan  from  the  Cross  of  Calvary, 
'they  saw  the  arm  of  the  Omnipotent  falling  on  the  oppres¬ 
sor,  and  heard  the  voice  of  admonition  to  the  nations,  and 
of  mercy  to  mankind — “All  men  are  created  equal.”  On 
this  principle,  accepted  as  a  self-evident  truth,  and  there¬ 
fore  unlimited  in  its  application  and  immutable  as  the 
throne  of  the  Eternal,  they  laid  the  foundations  of  the  new 
Eepublic. 

But,  while  men  may  perfectly  agree  upon  great  funda¬ 
mental  truths,  it  often  happens  that  the  proper  and  general 
application  of  them  is  necessarily  deferred  by  contingen¬ 
cies  not  foreseen  or  provided  for.  The  Declaration  was 
issued  by  a  Congress  of  Independent  and  Sovereign  States. 
It  was  not  the  act  of  one  organized  government,  but  a 
solemn  proclamation  of  certain  rights  which  no  system  of 
government  could  lawfully  take  from  a  people.  The  States 
Avere  united,  not  by  a  constitution  or  compact,  for  none  at 
that  time  existed,  but  by  the  Declaration  itself;  by  the 
claim  Avhich  each  one  had,  in  common  with  all  the  others,  to 
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the  same  things ;  and  by  the  dangers  which  assailed  those 
things.  The  Union  thus  formed  was  strengthened  and 
hallowed  by  the  blood  which  had  already  been  shed  in  the 
common  cause ;  but  there  was  no  one  government  which 
could  make  laws  to  act  upon  or  bind  the  people.  Con¬ 
gress,  being  a  mere  convention  of  States,  was  not  invested 
with  such  authority,  and  therefore  had  no  power  to  prose- 
.  cute  to  their  legitimate  results  the  principles  whiclrit  asserted 
in  the  Declaration.  That  duty  was  necessarily  left  to  the 
people  of  the  several  States ;  and  before  the  close  of  the 
century,  or  very  soon  afterwards,  a  majority  of  States  had 
made  provision  for  the  emancipation  of  their  slaves. 

The  Federal  Government,  under  the  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion,  weak  and  insufficient  as  it  was,  has  left  some  pleasant 
memories.  It  was  during  the  confederation  that  Congress 
passed  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  which 
had  been  ceded  by  Virginia,  embracing  an  area  of  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  square  miles. 

It  was  the  first  legislation  in  anticipation  of  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  new  States,  and  their  admission  into  the  Union.  It 
was  the  first  opportunity  offered  to  Congress  to  illustrate 
by  its  works,  the  faith  of  the  Revolution  on  the  subject  of 
slavery. 

And,  accordingly,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dence  of  America,  while  England  was  yet  eagerly  pursu¬ 
ing  her  nefarious  trade  in  human  flesh,  and  Wilberforce 
.and  Thomas  Clarkson  and  Granville  Sharp  were  denounced 
and  persecuted  by  her  slave  spirit  for  their  efforts  to  ex¬ 
pose  its  infamy,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
every  State  in  the  American  Union  ordained  that  slavery  ? 
should  be  forever  excluded  from  the  great  territory  of  the 
Northwest.  We  thank  the  Confederation  for  that  glorious 
and  irrevocable  decree  that  gave  freedom  and  civilization 
to  the  great  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan  ; 
and  we  thank  those  great  States  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
for  the  axe  they  have  laid  at  the  root  of  human  slavery. 
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While  America  was  thus  employed  in  extending  the  em¬ 
pire  of  freedom,  the  spirit  of  slavery  was  maliciously  at 
work  in  its  native  land  of  England,  tearing  to  pieces  those 
monuments  which  marked  the  presence  of  liberty  in  former 
years. 

It  possessed  the  souls  of  the  King  and  the  aristocracy, 
and  controlled  the  action  of  Parliament. 

It  boldly  assailed  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  freedom 
of  speech,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  to  assemble  in  meet¬ 
ings  for  the  purpose  of  public  discussion.  Men  who  op¬ 
posed  the  slave-trade  were  constantly  insulted,  denounced 
as  Jacobins,  and  shunned  in  society  as  enemies  of  the 
ministers. 

Men  whose  humanity  was  shocked  by  the  infamous  man¬ 
ner  in  which  England  treated  her  French  prisoners  of  war, 
and  ventured  to  remonstrate  against  it,  were  ranked  with 
the  enemies  of  their  country.  Persons  were  fined,  impris¬ 
oned,  and  transported  for  expressing  their  opinions  merely, 
on  public  questions.  A  law  was  enacted  by  which  every 
public  meeting  was  forbidden,  unless  notice  of  it  were  pub¬ 
lished  in  a  newspaper  five  days  beforehand,  containing  a 
full  statement  of  its  objects,  signed  by  householders. 

This  law  was  applied  to  all  meetings  held  for  considering 
or  preparing  any  petition,  complaint,  or  address  to  the 
king,  or  either  branch  of  Parliament,  or  for  the  alteration 
of  any  matter  established  in  church  or  state.  Of  course, 
it  applied  to  meetings  called  to  remonstrate  against  the 
slave-trade. 

Any  justice  of  the  peace  had  authority  to  compel  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  disperse,  although  held  in  pursuance  of  lawful  notice, 
if,  in  his  opinion,  the  language  of  the  speakers  was  disre¬ 
spectful  to  the  king  or  to  the  Government.  If  twelve  per¬ 
sons  or  more  remained  together  for  one  hour  after  the  order 
to  disperse,  the  act  provided  that  “it  shall  be  adjudged 
felony  without  the  benefit  of  clergy ;  and  the  offenders 
therein  shall  be  adjudged  felons,  and  shall  suffer  death  as 
in  case  of  felony ,  without  benefit  of  clergy .” 
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This  bloody  act  was  passed  in  1795. 

Four  years  later  another  act  was  passed,  forbidding  any 
field  or  place  to  be  used  for  lecturing  or  debating,  without 
a  special  license  from  a  magistrate.  All  circulating-libraries 
and  reading-rooms  were  placed  under  the  same  restriction. 
No  person  could  lend  or  hire,  in  his  own  house,  a  book, 
pamphlet,  or  newspaper,  under  a  penalty  of  one  hundred 
pounds  a  day.  If  a  man  allowed  lectures  or  debates,  even 
under  his  own  roof,  it  was  a  crime  for  which  he  was  liable 
to  be  punished  for  keeping  a  disorderly  liouse.  This  statute 
was  passed  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  George  III. 

The  story  is  not  half  told;  but  this  is  enough  to  show 
what  the  spirit  of  slavery  accomplished  in  England,  within 
the  recollection  of  men  who  are  now  in  her  ministry,  and 
in  deep  sympathy  with  its  efforts  to  abolish  the  work  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Meanwhile  the  people  of  America  had  adopted  a  Consti¬ 
tution.  It  ordained  and  established  a  National  Government 
founded  on  the  principles  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Madison 
had  successfully  opposed  the  use  of  a  word  in  any  part  of 
it  that  would  recognize  a  right  of  property  in  human 
beings.  In  his  survey  of  the  plan  of  Government  which 
it  proposed,  he  wrote  thus  in  The  Federalist:  “The  first 
question  that  presents  itself  is  1  Whether  the  ..general  form 
and  aspect  of  the  Government  be  strictly  republican  V  It 
is  evident  that  no  other  form,  would  be  reconcilable  with 
the  genius  of  the  people  of  America,  and  with  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  the  Revolution ;  or  with  that  honorable 
determination  which  animates  every  votary  of  freedom,  to 
rest  all  our  political  experiments  on  the  capacity  of  mankind 
for  self- gov ernmentT 

In  the  same  paper  he  defines  a  republic  to  be  a  govern¬ 
ment  which  derives  all  its  powers  directly  or  indirectly 
from  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  is  administered  by 
persons  holding  their  offices  during  pleasure,  for  a  limited 
period,  or  during  good  behavior. 

He  adds,  “  It  is  essential  to  such  a  Government  that  it  be 
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derived  from  the  great  body  of  the  society ;  not  from  an 
inconsiderable  proportion,  or  a  favored  class  of  it ;  otherwise 
a  handful  of  tyrannical  nobles,  exercising  their  oppressions 
by  a  delegation  of  their  powers,  might  aspire  to  the  rank 
of  republicans,  and  claim  for  their  Government  the  honor¬ 
able  title  of  Republic.”  (See  Federalist  No.  39.) 

The  first  article  of  the  Constitution  provides,  among 
other  things,  that  “  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  chosen  every"  second  year  by  the 
people  of  the  several  States ;  and  the  electors  in  each  State 
shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature .” 

It  is  manifest  that  under  this  provision,  standing  alone, 
any  State  in  the  Union  having  a  legislature  would  have  a 
right  to  send  its  representatives  to  Congress  without  regard 
to  its  form  of  government.  “  The  qualifications  requisite 
for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  its  Legislature, 
might  not  extend  to  the  body  of  the  people,  but  be  enjoyed 
exclusively  by  a  landed  aristocracy,  or  “  a  handful  of  tyran¬ 
nical  nobles.”  Such  a  State  would  not,  according  to  Mr. 
Madison’s  definition,  be  a  Republican  State,  but  an  oli¬ 
garchy,  which  stifles  the  popular  will. 

Could  the  founders  of  our  National  Government  have 
intended  that  Congress,  the  only  power  in  America  having 
authority  to  make  laws  which  act  upon  and  bind  all  the 
pjeople  of  the  United  States,  should  be  composed  in  whole,  or 
in  part,  of  representatives  of  “  tyrannical  nobles,”  or  of  an 
aristocracy  having  no  sympathy  with  the  people,  and  no 
interests  in  common  with  them  ?  Hid  they  intend  that  the 
Government  should  exercise  no  authority  or  control  over 
State  institutions,  and  have  no  right  to  protect  the  people 
of  a  State  from  oppressive  rulers,  or  the  people  of  the 
Lmited  States  from  the  mischievous  influence  of  such  rulers 
in  the  legislation  of  the  country  ?  The  Constitution  itself 
answers  the  question : 

“The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government.”  That  is,  accord- 
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ing  to  Mr.  Madison,  a  government  which  derives  all  its 
powers  from  the  great  body  of  the  people:  or,  according  to 
the  fundamental  principle  of  the  Revolution,  a  government 
which  shall  secure  to  all  men  the  inalienable  rights  of  “life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,”-  deriving  its  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

This  guarantee  is  the  vital  spark  of  the  whole  system 
which  America  accepted  and  ordained.  When  we  add  to 
it  the  further  provision,  that  “each  House  (of  Congress) 
shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  its  own  members,”  the  power  to  protect  and  secure 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  through  popular  representation, 
is  complete.  A  truly  Republican  Congress  is,  therefore, 
the  common  and  constitutional  right  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  such  a  Congress  can  never  be  tainted  or  corrupted 
by  the  spirit  of  slavery,  no  matter  what  form  of  oppression 
or  of  injustice  that  spirit  may  assume.  The  admonition 
should  be  written  upon  its  outer  and  inner  walls:  “Let  no 
one  enter  here  who  denies  the  truth  of  the  declaration  that  all 
men  are  created  equal!”  This  was  the  Congress  through 
which  the  men  of  the  Revolution  expected  America  to  be¬ 
come  a  shining  light  to  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

There  was  but  little  agitation  in  the  public  mind  on  the 
subject  *of  slavery,  until  the  application  of  Missouri  for 
admission  into  the  Union.  It  seems  not  to  have  been 
anticipated  that,  under  our  system  of  government,  such 
a  pernicious  English  plant  could  flourish  very  long  in 
America.  Indeed,  the  thoughts  of  the  people  during  a 
considerable  part  of  the  first  eighteen  years  of  the  present 
century  were  less  directed  to  the  subject  of  negro  slavery 
than  to  their  relations  with  their  old  oppressor.  England 
was  at  war  with  France,  because  the  Erench  people  had 
caught  the  spirit  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  sought 
deliverance  from  a  despotic  Government.  Always  true  to 
slavery,  she  sided  with  despotism,  and  plunged  into  a  war 
to  suppress  the  spirit  of  reform  that  was  finding  its  way 
into  the  heart  of  Europe.  She  had  no  other  object  to 
accomplish. 
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America  being  a  neutral,  bad  engrossed  the  chief  part  of 
the  carrying  trade  of  the  world,  and  was  rapidly  rising  to 
importance  as  a  maritime  power.  Our  flag  was  everywhere 
and  England  resolved  it  should  be  nowhere.  It  was  to  be 
driven  from  the  ocean,  not  by  legitimate  war,  but  by  an 
order  in  council.  Accordingly,  the  order  was  issued,  and 
here  it  is:  “All  the  ports  and  places  of  France  and  her 
allies,  from  which,  though  not  at  war  with  his  Majesty, 
the  British  flag  is  excluded,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
.  restrictions  in  respect  to  trade  and  navigation  as  if  the 
same  was  actually  blockaded  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous 
manner ;  and  that  all  trade  in  articles,  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  the  said  countries,  or  colonies,  shall  be 
deemed  unlawful,  and  all  such  articles  declared  good  prized 
This  order  was  aimed  at  America,  and  intended  to  sweep 
her  commerce  from  the  seas.  It  was  in  plain  violation  of 
public  law,  which  recognizes  no  blockade  of  a  port,  where 
no  adequate  force  is  stationed  to  prevent  an  entry.  But 
what  does  the  spirit  of  slavery  care  for  public  law?  It 
was  an  insolent  infringement  of  the  well-settled  rights  of 
neutrals.  But  why  should  England  care  for  that  ?  America 
had  no  navy  to  protect  her  commerce,  and  therefore  Eng¬ 
land  captured  our  trading  vessels,  confiscated  their  cargoes, 
and  seized  our  ships  almost  in  the  mouths  of  our  harbors, 
on  suspicion  of  an  intent  to  violate  her  paper  blockade ! 

Under  the  claim  of  right  her  cruisers  boarded  our  ves¬ 
sels,  seized  our  seamen,  cast  them  into  loathsome  dungeons, 
or  compelled  them  to  fight  her  battles,  on  the  pretence  that 
they  were  British  subjects.  She  had  instigated  the  Indians 
to  hostility  against  us,  and  had  sent  a  commissioner  to 
Massachusetts  to  negotiate  for  the  neutrality  of  the  North¬ 
ern  States,  and  their  separation  from  the  Union  in  the  event 
of  a  war.  She  had  upon  the  ocean  a  hundred  ships-of-the  • 
line,  and  more  than  a  thousand  vessels  of  war  carried  her 
flag.  The  navy  of  America  consisted  of  four  frigates  and 
eight  sloops-of-war!  Would  America  resist  her  aggres¬ 
sions?  She  asked  the  same  question  in  1775,  and  it  was 
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answered  at  Lexington,  and  Concord,  and  Bunker  Hill !  It 
was  answered  tlie  second  time  from  the  decks  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  and  the  cotton  bales  at  New  Orleans  ! 

The  great  and  momentous  question  of  the  extension  of 
slavery,  forced  itself  upon  the  country  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  the  century,  on  the  application  of  Missouri  for  ad¬ 
mission  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State.  It  absorbed  all 
other  questions,  and  enlisted  all  the  intellectual  and  moral 
force  that  could  be  found  among  the  people.  The  North, 
regarded  the  extension  of  slaverv  as  hostile  to  the  true 
principles  of  the  Government,  contrary  to  a  sound  and  just 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  repugnant  to  all  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Christianity,  and  dangerous  to  the  future  peace  of 
the  country.  It  maintained  the  faith  of  the  revolution. 
The  South  insisted  that,  slavery  had  a  right  to  carry  its 
chains  into  any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  denied  the 
authority  of  the  Government  to  restrain  its  will  or  resist 
its  march,  or  to  require  a  free  constitution  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union. 
The  popular  branch  of  Congress  contained  a  majority  fa¬ 
vorable  to  the  views  of  the  North,  and  the  Senate  a  majority 
on  the  other  side.  For  nearly  three  years  the  country  was 
in  a  blaze  of  excitement.  The  South  threatened  to  dissolve 
the  Union  if  the  North  refused  to  accede  to  her  demands ; 
and  civil  war  seemed  imminent.  For  the  sake  of  Union 
and  of  Peace  the  North  yielded :  not  baselv  not  by  a  sur¬ 
render  of  her  faith,  but  by  consenting  to  a  compromise 
which  only  postponed  the  inevitable  conflict,  while  Mis¬ 
souri  entered  the  Union,  rattling  in  triumph  the  chains  she 
had  bolted  on  her  sinews. 

Was  it  right  or  wrong  ?  Whatever  it  may  have  been 
then,  God  has  made  it  right  at  last ;  for  those  very  chains 
attracted  the  lightning  of  his  wrath,  and  Missouri,  desolated 
and  repentant,  lifts  up  her  voice  to-day  for  Liberty  and 
Union ! 

As  we  look  back  to  that  period  now,  through  the  events 
that  connect  it  writh  the  present,  we  can  almost  read  the  will 
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of  the  Almighty  respecting  this  great  national  sin.  We  can 
almost  understand  the  causes  that  influenced  Him  in  per¬ 
mitting  it  to  extend  its  power,  build  its  idolatrous  temples 
on  freedom’s  soil,  and  blaspheme  His  name  by  inscribing  it 
on  their  walls.  He  intended  it  to  fall  by  its  own  acts ;  to 
perish  as  it  had  lived — by  the  sword ;  to  die  suddenly,  not 
gradually,  in  the  culmination  of  its  power  and  under  the 
weight  of  its  crimes,  when  no  spot  should  be  left  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  continent  where  its  foul  and  uneasy  spirit  could  find  a 
resting-place.  Had  its  career  in  the  United  States  been 
checked  in  1821  by  the  refusal  of  the  people  to  admit  slave 
States  into  the  Union,  it  would  have  sought  refuge  and  a 
throne  in  the  Mexican  territorj"  of  Texas.  There,  in  a  genial 
clime,  it  might  have  established  its  empire  over  a  country 
twice  as  large  as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  exceeding 
in  extent  the  whole  empire  of  France.  An  independent  and 
aggressive  nation,  all  Mexico  would  have  succumbed  to  its 
influence, f  and,  extending  its  posts  across  the  continent,  its 
flag  would  have  been  unfurled  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific. 

But  the  Missouri  Compromise  led  to  opposite  results. 
Emigration  from  the  United  States  to  Texas  commenced 
about  the  time  of  the  admission  of  Missouri,  and  Texas 
became  an  independent  slave  State  in  1836.  In  1845  slav¬ 
ery  was  well  assured  of  its  supremacy  in  the  United  States, 
and  Texas  was  attracted  to  the  seat  of  its  power.  Reserv¬ 
ing  the  right  of  sending  ten  members  to  the  Senate  by 
dividing  herself  into  ten  States,  she  annexed  to  the  Union 
her  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square  miles  of  terri¬ 
tory,  all  dedicated  to  human  slavery. 

This  was  not  enough.  Insatiate  in  its  demands,  new 
requisitions  were  made,  and  the  flag  of  the  Union  floated 
over  the  halls  of  the  Montezumas. 

Our  eagles  held  the  golden  gates  of  California,  and  New 
Mexico  completed  our  conquests.  Five  hundred  thousand 
square  miles,  were  thus  taken  from  Mexico  and  annexed  to 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  in  anticipation  of  the 
future  wants  of  slavery,  now  almost  ready  to  spring  at  the 
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throat  of  Liberty,  and  assert  an  indefeasible  title  to  the 
Government. 

It  felt  strong  enough  to  accomplish  in  America  all  that 
it  did  in  its  native  England  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

It  assailed  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  the 
press. 

It  had  applied  the  torch  to  buildings  where  men  assem¬ 
bled  to  expose  its  crimes.  It  denounced  them  as  enemies 
of  their  country  and  insulted  them  with  opprobrious 
names. 

It  mobbed  its  opponents  in  Northern  cities,  and  hung 
them  in  its  own. 

It  robbed  the  mails  of  newspapers  and  pamphlets  which 
dared  to  question  its  divinity. 

It  punished  with  stripes  the  Christian  woman  who  taught 
the  slave  to  read  that  Christ  died  for  all  men. 

It  could  pursue  its  victims  into  the  free  States,  and,  by 
authority  of  law,  require  of  freemen  the  offices  of  blood¬ 
hounds. 

It  could  control  all  the  patronage  of  the  Government  and 
the  proceedings  of  political  conventions,  and  boastfully  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  day  was  near,  when  it  would  call  the  roll 
of  its  quivering  flesh  at  the  foot  of  the  monument  on  Bunker 
Hill.  What  else  remained  for  slavery  to  do  ? 

Not  yet  satiated  with  crime,  it  paused  in  its  career  to 
survey  the  fields  of  its  future  operations.  It  saw  that  the 
spirit  of  Independence  and  the  love  of  liberty  were  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  free  labor  of  the  country.  The  enterprise 
of  free  labor  was  driving  the  wilderness  before  it,  and  all 
the  Great  W est  was  vocal  with  its  industry,  It  had  scaled 
the  Bocky  Mountains,  possessed  itself  of  California,  and 
fixed  her  golden  star  in  the  national  constellation.  Hewing 
its  way  through  the  primeval  forests,  it  had  led  the  free 
State  of  Oregon  into  the  Union.  It  was  building  school- 
houses  along  the  line  of  its  march,  and  thriving  towns  and 
great  cities  where  rising  everywhere  by  its  command.  It 
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was  covering  the  Pacific  with  the  sails  of  its  commerce.  It 
was  reading  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  the  Terri¬ 
tory  of  Kansas,  close  to  the  offended  ear  of  Missouri.  A 
free  press  and  freedom  of  speech  were  spreading  the  light 
and  blessings  of  civilization  all  around  it,  and  opposing 
impassable  barriers  to  the  entrance  of  slavery.  Churches 
were  springing  up  on  all  the  hill-sides,  and  in  the  valleys, 
where,  on  Gfod’s  Sabbath  day,  it  wiped  the  sweat  of  toil 
from  its  brow,  and  lifted  up  its  soul  in  thanksgiving  and 
praise. 

The  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  and  the  bloody 
history  of  Kansas,  tell  what  infernal  fires  burned  in  the 
heart  of  slavery,  when  its  eyes  beheld  this  majestic  growth 
of  the  principles  of  the  Devolution. 

That  poor  old  man  who  threw  himself  at  its  feet,  and 
was  led  in  its  chains  to  the  Presidential  chair,  could  tell  us, 
if  he  would,  the  conditions  to  which  he  was  bound.  He 
was  to  have  no  successor.  The  end  of  his  Administration 
was  to  be  the  end  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
His  oath  to  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution, 
was  nothing.  True  to  the  spirit  that  owned  him,  and  sub¬ 
missive  to  its  commands,  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  sur¬ 
render  the  Union  and  end  its  history  in  the  blood  of  a  civil 
war. 

Under  his  administration,  the  Korth  was  disarmed,  our 
national  ships  ordered  to  foreign  stations,  and  our  forts  and 
arsenals  in  the  South  filled  with  munitions  of  war  for  the 
use  of  slavery.  The  treasury  was  plundered,  and  promi¬ 
nent  officers  of  the  army  were  corrupted  and  suborned 
against  their  country.  He  saw  slavery  mustering  its 
cohorts,  and  investing  the  fort  in  Charleston  harbor,  where 
the  faithful  Anderson  and  his  sixty  men  were  guarding  our 
flag,  and,  though  armed  with  all  the  power  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  he  abandoned  that  little  garrison  to  die  by  treason,  or 
submit  to  its  demands. 

He  was  patient  and  non-resistent,  when  the  same  power 
seized  the  well-furnished  forts  and  arsenals,  and  all  the 
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public  property  in  the  South,  tore  the  flag  of  the  nation 
from  every  staff  within  reach  of  its  perfidious  hands,  and 
organized  the  rebellion.  If  the  official  conduct  of  this 
unhappy  man,  has  been  overruled  for  good,  by  the  immor¬ 
tal  King  who  tolerates  no  treason,  let  us  hope  that  he  may 
find  some  consolation  in  that  final  judgment,  as  he  goes 
down  to  his  grave,  dishonored  and  unmourned. 

Thanks  to  the  Great  Disposer  of  events  and  of  men,  he 
had  a  successor  in  a  fearless  and  virtuous  representative  of 
the  free  labor  of  the  country.  Abraham  Lincoln  had 
been  reared  in  its  schools  and  worshipped  in  its  churches. 
The  first  echoes  of  the  morning  were  the  echoes  of  his  axe, 
and,  still  speaking  to  all  mankind,  they  proclaim  that, 
where  human  equality  is  established,  neither  the  sweat  of 
toil  nor  the  accident  of  humble  birth  can  close  the  avenue 
to  honorable  fame ;  that  under  a  government  founded  on 
justice,  the  only  passports  to  universal  respect,  are  virtue 
industry  and  the  love  of  God.  These  echoes  will  roll  on 
from  century  to  century,  heralding  the  advance  of  the 
most  perfect  civilization  that  the  world  has  ever  known. 

It  was  the  mission  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  confirm  the  “ 
people  in  the  faith  of  the  Revolution,  and  through  them  to 
cast  out  of  America  the  evil  spirit  of  slavery.  He  knew 
that  their  love  for  the  Union  was  not  a  mere  sentimental 
excitement  or  a  passion  that  might  burn  itself  to  death  ; 
but  a  deep-rooted  affection,  that  finds  perpetual  sustenance 
in  the  self-evident  truth  of  human  equality,  which  the  Union 
was  made  to  secure,  and  which  springs  up  into  everlasting 
life.  This  is  what  raised  our  armies  and  maintained  them 
in  the  field.  This  is  what  poured  the  wealth  of  the  people 
into  the  public  Treasury,  and  gave  them  confidence  in  the 
stability  of  their  Government.  The  faith  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  was  summoned  to  its  third  conflict  with  the  power  of 
slavery  and  despotism,  which  it  had  twice  overcome  in  its 
wars  with  England. 

If  this  war  had  been  fought  on  any  other  principle,  we 
should  have  been  beaten.  Had  we  started  out  with  an 
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amended  Declaration,  and  announced  that  all  men  are  not 
created  equal,  that  some  men  have  natural  rights  which 
are  denied  to  others,  that  the  object  of  government  is  to 
protect  wealth,  not  liberty,  to  secure  and  confirm  the  power 
of  the  strong  over  the  weak,  Lord  Bussell  would  have 
been  neither  discourteous  nor  malicious  when  he  spoke  of 
our  Government  in  Parliament  as  “the  Government  of  the 
late  United  States .”  For  theu,  indeed,  we  should  have  aban¬ 
doned  all  that  the  Union  was  made  for,  and  nothing  would 
have  been  left  to  fill  the  measure  of  our  disgrace,  but  to 
obliterate  the  memory  of  our  fathers,  and  return  to  the 
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embrace  of  England  and  the  chains  of  slavery. 

England  and  slavery  have ‘not  been  separated  in  their 
hatred  of  the  Union,  or  in  the  desire  for  its  destruction. 
How  could  it  be  otherwise  than  that  a  strong  sympathy 
should  exist  between  two  powers  whose  statutes  denounced 
the  same  penalties  against  the  freedom  of  speech,  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  assemble 
in  public  meetings  to  petition  for  the  redress  of  grievances  ? 
What  else  are  we  to  expect  from  England  now,  than 
remonstrances  against  the  punishment  of  traitors,  who  have 
been  doing  her  service  in  this  bloody  war  against  the 
Union  ? 

We  have  seen  that  one  of  her  objects  in  filling  the  colo¬ 
nies  with  slaves,  was  to  protect  herself  from  the  competi¬ 
tion  which  the  enterprise  and  skill  of  free  labor  might 
inaugurate  in  America.  She  has  never  yet  surrendered 
her  idea  of  keeping  us  dependent  upon  her  workshops  and 
manufactures.  At  the  close  of  the  wTar  of  1812-' 15,  the 
present  Lord  Brougham  declared,  in  one  of  his  speeches  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  it 
was  the  policy  of  England,  “  by  means  of  excessive  exports ,  to 
stifle  in  the  cradle  those  rising  manufactures  in  the  United 
States,  which  the  war  had  forced  into  existence.”  It  is  now 
a  wrell-known  fact  that  immense  contributions  in  money 
were  raised  in  England  to  corrupt  our  elections  and  secure 
the  repeal  of  the  American  tariff  of  1842.  The  protest  of 
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Mr.  Bulwer,  the  British  minister,  against  the  imposition  of 
a  duty  on  foreign  iron  by  Congress,  addressed  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Secretary  of  State,  only  a  few  years  ago,  is  well  remem¬ 
bered  *  England  has  apvays  hoped  that  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  as  it  extended  its  dominion  and  power,  would 
finally  check  the  growth  of  our  manufactures  and  restore 
to  her  a  measure  of  that  dependence  which  she  lost  by  the 
war  of  the  Revolution. 

Had  the  rebellion,  in  which  her  sympathies  were  so 
deeply  enlisted,  proved  successful,  her  desires  would  have 
been  realized  as  to  the  Southern  Confederacy  at  least,  and 
the  work  of  disintegration  among  the  remaining  States, 
would  probably  have  enabled  her  to  extend  her  own  domi¬ 
nions  on  the  American  continent. 

The  sudden  uprising  of  the  American  people  in  defence 
of  their  Government,  was  the  inevitable  result  of  our  free 
institutions.  It  will  satisfy  posterity  that,  the  failure  to 
abolish  slavery  by  law,  and  the  consent  to  its  extension, 
from  time  to  time,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  unpardon¬ 
able  infidelity  to  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  but  rather 
as  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  forbearance,  strengthened,  per¬ 
haps  too  much,  by  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  the 
abrogation  of  a  system  of  labor,  which  had  existed  on  the 
continent  for  more  than  two  centuries. 

On  the  very  day  that  slavery  drew  the  sword  upon 
liberty  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  its  permanent  em¬ 
pire,  the  American  people,  chosen  instruments  of  Divine 
justice,  determined  it  should  die.  It  was  a  terrible  conflict 
with  all  the  hosts  of  hell.  The  Christian  world  never  wit¬ 
nessed  its  like  before,  and  never  will  again.  The  thing  is 

*  In  1750,  Parliament  passed  an  act  prohibiting  the  erection  or  continuance 
of  any  mill  or  other  engine  in  the  Colonies,  for  slitting  or  rolling  iron,  or 
any  plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer,  or  any  furnace  for  making 
steel  in  the  Colonies,  under  a  penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds.  And  every  such 
mill,  engine,  plating  forge  and  furnace  in  the  Colonies  was  declared  a  com¬ 
mon  nuisance ,  and  the  Governors  of  the  Colonies,  on  the  information  of  two 
witnesses,  were  directed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  abated  within  thirty  days ,  or 
to  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  !  ( Stat .  at  Large ,  vol.  vii.,  p.  263.) 
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dead  !  Its  career  ended  as  it  began — in  blasphemy  and 
blood.  With  its  bishops  in  the  Church,  it  called  upon  God 
for  help ;  with  its  assassins  in  the  capital,  it  appealed  to 
hell  for  succor.  Its  pimps  in  the  British  Parliament :  its 
friends  in  the  British  ministry,  and  its  rogues  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  Exchange,  have  defiled  themselves  in  vain — they  could 
not  save  it.  With  the  foulest  record  of  crime  that  was  ever 
exposed  to  Omnipotent  wrath,  it  has  been  hurled  into  an 
abyss  from  which  it  will  never  rise,  but  sink  down — down — 
down — deeper  and  deeper,  in  fathomless  infamy,  through 
all  eternity ! 

The  patriot  armies  of  the  republic,  which  struck  this 
blow  for  the  principles  of  the  Declaration,  pass  into  a 
glorious  history.  The  living,  resume  the  duties  of  the  citi¬ 
zen  and  the  pursuits  of  peace,  and  will  be  honored  for 
ever  by  the  friends  of  liberty  and  justice  throughout  the 
world.  The  dead,  will  rise  with  the  revolutionary  fathers 
on  each  return  of  this  anniversary,  to  receive  from  a  free 
people,  to  the  end  of  time,  the  memorials  of  their  gratitude. 

As  I  pass  through  the  public  hospitals  and  look  upon 
the  soldiers  and  sailors,  whose  mutilated  bodies  attest  their 
fidelity  to  our  flag,  and  upon  those,  wasted  by  disease  con¬ 
tracted  oil  the  weary  march  or  in  the  loathsome  prisons  of 
slavery,  who  patiently  and  sadly  await  the  order  to  their 
graves ;  when  I  visit  the  battle  fields,  where  the  victims 
of  treason  rest  by  thousands  in  the  embrace  of  death ; 
when  I  see  the  trembling  tear  of  the  loyal  mother,  as  she 
thanks  God  for  the  solace  that  her  son  was  true  to  his 
country  and  died  in  its  cause,  I  cannot  but  ask,  whether 
there  is  no  terrible  retribution  in  this  world  for  the  living 
and  boastful  traitors  who  wrought  this  woe  ?  Whether 
mercy,  which  ever  dwells  in  the  Christian  heart,  should 
exhaust  herself  upon  the  blood-stained  suppliants  who 
have  never  known  her,  or,  looking  into  the  future,  should 
not  rather  demand  a  present  atonement  for  the  salvation  of 
posterity  ? 

That  prominent  and  leading  men,  educated  in  the  art  of 
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war  at  the  public  expense,  in  the  public  military  academy, 
honored  and  confided  in  by  their  Government,  appointed 
to  high  commands  in  the  army,  and  supported  all  their 
lives  out  of  the  public  treasury,  should,  in  the  hour  of 
their  country’s  need,  turn  their  swords  against  her,  and  at¬ 
tempt  her  life,  and  then  be  permitted  to  live  in  her  history 
as  heroes,  and  not  as  felons,  is  a  proposition  that  may  find 
advocates  among  the  sympathizers  with  slavery  in  the 
British  Parliament,  but  can  hardly  fail  to  shock  the  moral 
sense  of  every  loyal  and  virtuous  community. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  traitors,  treason  has 
been  foiled,  and  slavery  is  dead.  This  is  the  great  event 
of  the  nineteenth  century — the  great  glory  of  America  to- 
(Jay. 

She  leads  four  millions  of  men,  women,  and  children  out 
of  the  most  inhuman  bondage  ever  known  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  tells  them  that  all  men  are  created  equal, 
and  invests  them  with- their  natural  rights!  Why  do  we 
rejoice?  What  mean  the  people’s  oblations  of  praise  and 
gratitude  on  this  anniversary  ?  It  is  the  spontaneous  and 
irrepressible  tribute  of  the  true  American  heart,  to  that 
eternal  justice  which,  keeping  pace  with  advancing  Christ¬ 
ianity,  has  made  America  free,  and  is  destined  to  over¬ 
come  oppression  in  whatever  form  it  may  exist,  wherever 
man  can  look  up  to  the  heavens  and  behold  the  glory  of 
God. 

But  our  duties  are  not  ended.  These  children  of  unpro- 
pitious  fortune,  lifted  from  the  degradation  into  which  they 
had  been  sunk  by  the  weight  of  their  chains — yesterday 
trembling  slaves — are  American  citizens  to-day,  born  on 
the  soil.  They  will  now,  by  their  free  labor,  acquire  pro¬ 
perty  of  their  own.  They  will  be  subject  to  taxation,  and 
to  the  call  of  their  country  whenever  their  services  may  be 
required  in  war.  In  some  of  the  States  they  constitute  a 
majority  of  the  population. 

By  the  law  of  the  Ee volution,  taxation  without  repre¬ 
sentation  is  robbery. 
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By  the  Constitution,  this  is  a  Republic,  and  the  people 
of  every  State  shall  be  guaranteed  a  republican  form  of 
government. 

By  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  all  governments 
derive  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

Looking  into  the  future,  it  is  therefore  plain  that,  these 
people  must,  sooner  or  later,  be  invested  with  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  American  citizens — “rights  inestimable  to 
them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only” 

Prejudice  may  stand  awhile  in  the  way  of  this  consum¬ 
mation.  The  mere  politician  may  seek  to  postpone  or  evade 
the  question.  The  honest  citizen  will  meet  it  squarely,  and 
discuss  it  calmly.  It  is  not  without  its  embarrassments ; 
but  the  sooner  it  is  settled,  the  better  for  the  country.  True, 
they  are  ignorant ;  but  the  loyal  soldier  of  the  Republic 
will  testify  that,  he  always  found  a  friend  in  the  cabin  of 
the  uneducated  negro,  and  always  an  enemy  in  the  house 
of  the  educated  master!  They  are  ignorant,  because,  by 
the  code  of  slavery,  it  was  a  crime  to  instruct  them.  They 
are  not  more  ignorant,  than  the  poor  whites  of  the  South, 
or  than  multitudes  in  the  North,  who  escaped  from  oppres¬ 
sion  and  degradation  in  Ireland,  to  the  freedom  of  the 
ballot-box  in  America.  Let  us  lift  them  up,  as  we  do  the 
oppressed  of  foreign  lands  who  seek  our  shores,  and 
strengthen  their  attachment  to  the  country  by  convincing 
them  that  we  are  just.  In  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison, 
let  us  “  rest  all  our  political  experiments  on  the  capacity  of 
mankind  for  self-government 

Let  America  “  be  just  and  fear  not !”  The  Power  above 
us,  has  so  often  and  so  signally  balked  our  finite  judgment, 
and  overruled  disasters  for  our  good  within  the  last  ten 
years,  that  men  who  never  saw  His  hand  in  anything  be¬ 
fore,  have  watched  it  with  wonder  and  with  reverence  as  it 
has  led  our  country  through  a  sea  of  her  own  blood  to  the 
highest  seat  among  the  nations.  If  the  people  are  faithful 
to  the  principles  of  the  Declaration,  may  they  not  safely 
leave  the  result  to  the  direction  of  the  same  Great  Ruler 
of  the  world  in  whom  our  fathers  put  their  trust  ? 
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God  grant  that,  when  the  sun  shall  rise  on  the  Centen¬ 
nial  Anniversary  of  our  Independence,  only  eleven  years 
distant,  there  shall  be  no  spot  now  covered  by  the  flag  of 
our  country,  from  which  a  cry  of  injustice  or  oppression 
may  ascend  to  His  attentive  ear.  And,  if  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  utter  in  this  presence  the  fervent  prayer  of  an 
American  heart,  may  you,  to  whom  I  now  speak,  live  to 
rejoice  on  that  day,  in  the  full  and  triumphant  fruition  of 
every  principle  of  the  American  Revolution. 

At  the  close  of  the  Oration,  the  following  Hymn, 
written  for  the  League  and  the  occasion  by  George 
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H.  Boicer,  Esq.,  was  sung  by  the  choir  and  the 
audience: 

Air — “  Old  Hundred.'''1 

Thank  God !  the  bloody  days  are  past, 

Our  patient  hopes  are  crowned  at  last ; 

And  sounds  of  bugle,  drum,  and  fife, 

But  lead  our  heroes  home  from  strife  1 

Thank  God,  there  beams  o’er  land  and  sea 

Our  blazing  star  of  victory  ; 

And  everywhere,  from  main  to  main, 

The  old  flag  flies,  and  rules  again  !  . 

Thank  God,  O  dark  and  trodden  race, 

Your  Lord  no  longer  veils  His  face  ; 

But  through  the  clouds  and  woes  offiglit 

Shines  on  your  soul  a  better  light ! 

Thank  God,  we  see  on  every  hand 

V.  •'* 

Breast-high  the  ripening  grain-crops  stand  ; 

The  orchards  bend,  the  herds  increase  ; 

But  oh,  thank  God,  thank  God,  for  Peace  ! 

The  Doxology  was  then  sung,  and  the  ceremonies 
closed  by  a  benediction  from  the  Rev.  Phillips 
Brooks. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 
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UNION  LEAGUE. 


Since  the  last  Animal  Meeting  of  the  Members  of  the 
Union  League,  of  Philadelphia,  most  of  the  great  pur¬ 
poses  for  which  this  Association  was  organized  have 
been  accomplished.  The  Rebellion  is  no  more.  It  died 
hard,  it  died  justly,  it  died,  as  all  good  men  desired  that 
it  should,  by  the  edge  of  the  sword.  It  is  now,  and  it 
will  ever  continue  to  be,  a  profound  satisfaction  to  this 
nation  that  peace  was  secured  by  no  terms  or  compro¬ 
mises  with  the  traitors;  by  no  yielding  of  a  single  prin¬ 
ciple  of  policy  or  of  conscience  involved  in  the  contest ; 
by  no  injudicious  permission  to  the  conquered  to  revive 
the  old  abuses  of  their  social  system  ;  and  thus,  in  the 
midst  of  a  mis-called  peace,  to  plant  in  the  land  the 
seeds  of  another  gigantic  war.  We  have  not  more  reason 
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to  thank  Providence  for  our  triumph  than  for  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  achieved.  The  treason  fell  with  arms 
in  its  myriad  hands,  red  with  the  best  blood  of  our  kin¬ 
dred;  it  perished  with  our  victorious  bayonets  at  its 
throat;  and  the  circumstances  of  its  fall  drew  after  them 
consequences  of  inestimable  value,  both  to  the  victors, 
and,  in  the  not  distant  future,  to  the  short-sighted  van¬ 
quished.  It  neither  asked  nor  expected  other  terms 
than  those  which  are  meted  by  the  conqueror  to  the 
conquered.  It  had  been  prepared  so  to  deal  with  us,  if 
chance  had  placed  the  victory  within  its  grasp.  This 
state  of  affairs  continued  for  some  time  after  Lee’s  sur¬ 
render,  and  would  have  continued  until  the  present  day, 
had  not  the  rebels  taken  heart  from  the  treasonable  sym¬ 
pathy  expressed  by  their  allies  in  the  North,  and  w7ith 
this  encouragement,  endeavored  by  all  the  arts  of  political 
opposition  to  secure  to  themselves,  through  the  doctrine 
of  State  Soverignty,  and  the  right  of  equal  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  councils  of  the  Nation,  a  power  which  they 
had  forfeited  by  their  vain  appeal  to  arms.  The  first 
fruit  which  the  rebels  and  their  Northern  friends  hoped 
for  from  these  manoeuvres,  was  a  reorganization  of  their 
odious  social  system,  and  a  practical  restoration  of  the 
institution  of  slavery.  Though  the  slaves  had  been  freed 
by  our  armies  from  the  dominion  of  their  masters,  these 
same  masters  now  proposed  to  plunge  the  freedmen  into 
a  more  degrading  slavery  to  the  law.  Nothing  but  the 
vigilance  and  the  wise  determination  of  the  Government 


prevented  the  Southern  States  from  lapsing  into  a  worse 
barbarism  than  that  from  which  they  had  just  emerged. 
The  experiment  of  discovering  how  far  the  indulgence 
of  the  Government  would  permit  the  conquered  traitors 
to  go,  was  tried  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and,  thanks 
to  the  firmness  of  the  President,  with  a  signal  want  of 
success.  The  elections  which  followed  in  the  Northern 
States,  sweeping  every  State  into  the  arms  of  the  patri¬ 
otic  party,  making  certain  the  passage  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Amendment,  with  or  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  South,  strengthening  the  spirit  and  the  arm  of  the 
Administration,  and  reasserting  the  principles  on  which 
the  late  war  had  been  conducted,  once  more  and  forever, 
reduced  the  former  traitors  to  a  condition  but  little  less 
hopeless  than  that  which  immediately  followed  the  sur¬ 
renders  of  Lee  and  of  Johnston.  The  power  of  the 
Nation  is  now,  we  may  almost  say,  permanently  fixed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Union  party.  Hereafter,  no  man 
will  dare  to  go  before  the  Northern  people  for  political 
preferment  who  bases  his  claims  to  favor  upon  his  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  war ;  his  sympathy  with  our  former  enemies  ; 
his  forgiving  disposition  towards  the  fugitive  chiefs  of 
the  rebellion  or  their  imprisoned  President ;  his  desire 
to  repudiate  a  debt  w7hich  should  be  our  burden  of  glory, 
and  to  substitute  for  it  the  infamous  outlay  incurred  by 
the  irresponsible  conspirators  at  Richmond ;  his  senti¬ 
mental  affection  for  that  horrible  incubus  of  the  past, 
which  all  civilized  nations  have  execrated,  and  which  we 
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now,  thank  God,  execrate  also,  under  the  name  of 
slavery ;  his  defamation  of  our  murdered  President,  and 
his  detraction  of  our  skillful  soldiers  ;  his  defence  of  the 
revolting  scenes  in  the  prison  pens  of  Belle  Isle,  of  Salis¬ 
bury,  and  of  Andersonville,  or  upon  any  issue  settled  by 

our  bayonets  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Bio  Grande. 

* 

That  this  position  of  the  national  mind  is  just,  merciful, 
and  according  to  Divine  Providence,  is  our  humble  be¬ 
lief  ;  and  it  should  be  our  duty  as  Christians  and  patriots 
to  endeavor  to  maintain  it.  Let  us  watch  with  jealous 
scrutiny  the  subtle  encroachments  of  our  political  oppo¬ 
nents,  so  that  no  retrograde  measures  may  imperil  a 
future  over  which  we  have  won  supreme  influence  at 
great  cost. 

To  the  freedmen,  so  suddenly  liberated  by  the  move¬ 
ments  of  our  armies  and  the  policy  of  our  Government, 
we  owe  a  duty  from  which  we  must  not  turn  in  the  days 
of  our  prosperity ;  but  rather  make  that  prosperity  a 
means  of  adjusting  their  uncertain  position  in  the  land 
of  their  early  bondage,  and  of  securing  to  them  every 
blessing  that  right  judgment  may  decide  to  belong  to  a 
state  of  absolute  liberty.  We  must  not  forget  the  fidelity 
shown  to  the  nation  by  this  oppressed  race  in  the  dark¬ 
est  hours  of  our  history,  nor  the  desperate  nature  of  the 
services  rendered  to  us  when  they  first  arrayed  them¬ 
selves  in  arms,  to  meet  the  early  contempt  of  their  white 
comrades  and  the  cold-blooded  massacres  of  our  common 
enemies.  A  double  share  of  fortitude  was  necessary  to 
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encounter  these  two  great  difficulties,  and  our  black 
soldiers  bore  both  with  unfailing  manhood.  Mere  cold 
justice,  if  not  a  more  commendable  gratitude,  should 
make  us  the  watchful  guardians  of  the  present  condition 
and  the  future  prospects  of  the  race  which  God  has  con¬ 
fided  to  our  keeping.  The  perplexities  of  our  guardian¬ 
ship  may  be  vast  and  disheartening;  hut  we  should 
bear  them  with  the  same  courage  and  hopefulness  that 
led  this  derided  people  into  fields  where  no  quarter  was 
given  to  their  wounded,  and  where  the  ready  halter 
awaited  their  captured  files.  The  wish  of  the  nation, 
clearly  expressed  to  our  Government,  has  always  been 
sufficient  to  shape  its  policy ;  and  doubtless  the  voice 
that  arose  in  the  recent  elections  in  the  North  will  reach 
the  wTakeful  ears  of  our  representatives  at  the  Capital. 
We  trust  that  it  may  ;  and  it  should  be  our  effort  to 
swell  the  force  and  volume  of  the  popular  demand.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  Union  League  which,  from  its  organization 
until  the  present  day,  has  been  the  unwavering  herald 
and  civic  soldier  of  the  grand  principles  wffiich  animated 
the  late  war,  should  not,  because  the  open  contest  is 
over,  resign  itself  to  a  fatal  torpor,  and  permit  the  fruits 
of  all  our  exertions  to  slip  from  our  grasp,  while  machi¬ 
nations  more  dangerous  than  military  strategy  are  being 
stealthily  advanced,  and  as  adroitly  withdrawn,  before 
they  can  meet  with  popular  rebuke.  The  high  uses  of 
this  association  of  loyal  men  will  not  pass  away  until 
the  last  embers  of  the  Rebellion  are  trampled  out,  and 
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no  spark  remains  with  which  to  rekindle  it;  until  the 
very  passions  which  arrayed  the  two  sections  of  our 
country  in  hostility  have  become  matters  of  history,  and 
the  whole  people,  from  ocean  to  ocean  and  from  Canada 
to  Mexico,  have  become  one  homogeneous  mass  of  con¬ 
tented  and  sympathetic  men.  National  unity  means 
something  more  to  the  political  philosopher  than  two 
arrays  of  jealous  and  discontented  States,  controlled  on 
the  one  hand,  or  soothed  on  the  other,  by  a  central  gov¬ 
ernment,  however  powerful  or  however  tolerant.  To 
bring  about  a  harmonious  state  of  national  affairs  should 
be  the  leading  aim  of  the  League ;  but  we  are  convinced 
that  this  end  cannot  be  gained  by  proffering  mercy  to 
the  baffled  traitors  almost  before  they  ask  it,  or  by  so 
condoling  with  their  abject  condition  as  almost  to  exalt 
the  causes  of  their  sufferings  into  as  many  virtues.  We 
must  not  forget  the  declaration  of  our  President,  that 
hereafter  treason  shall  be  made  to  appear  as  a  capital 
crime  in  the  eyes  of  our  citizens,  by  the  punishment 
which  is  about  to  overtake  it  at  the  hands  of  the  outraged 
law.  We  should  support  and  sustain  our  Chief  in  his 
wise  decision,  and  invigorate  the  ideas  of  popular  justice 
when  they  may  seem  to  be  subsiding  into  a  leniency  ap¬ 
proaching  to  meanness.  Having  accomplished  this,  we 
shall  have  performed  our  whole  duty,  and  shall  have 
placed  our  country  in  a  position  of  strength  that  will 
alike  defy  internal  revolution  and  foreign  hostility. 

If  the  exertions  of  the  Union  League  during  the 
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present  year  have  not  been  so  great  and  various  as  in  the 
preceding  periods  which  are  covered  by  former  reports, 
it  has  only  been  because  the  rapidly  advancing  triumph 
of  our  cause,  towards  which  all  events  tended,  rendered 
such  exertions  unnecessary.  Like  the  industrious  hus¬ 
bandman,  we  have  been  able  to  lay  aside  our  implements 
of  labor,  and  wait  for  the  ripening  harvest  in  our  fields. 
But  one  call  has  been  made  upon  us  this  year,  which 
was  in  the  recent  successful  State  election;  and  in  that 
we  were  not  idle,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  “  State  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee”  has  most  generously  testified  in  his 
public  addresses. 

Compared  with  previous  years,  the  issues  of  the  Board 
of  Publication  have  been  light,  though  not  unimportant 
in  their  character.  Fifty-six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighty  copies  of  various  documents  have  been  printed 
and  circulated  throughout  the  country;  and  judging 
from  the  interest  excited  by  at  least  one  of  the  publica¬ 
tions,  their  dissemination  has  been  productive  of  excel¬ 
lent  results  to  our  cause.  The  Board  of  Publication  has 
also,  as  heretofore,  aided  in  the  distribution  of  the  docu¬ 
ments  of  individuals  and  those  of  many  loyal  publication 
societies.  The  League  itself  issued  some  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  general  meetings  during  the  current  year, 
which  the  Board  of  Publication  also  assisted  in  circulating. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Enlistments  sent  into  the  field  three  full  regi¬ 
ments,  the  Two  Hundred  and  Thirteenth,  Two  Hundred 
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and  Fourteenth,  and  Two  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers.  Thus  nine  effective  regiments,  two 
battalions,  and  a  troop  of  cavalry  were  recruited  by  this 
Committee  during  the  war,  and  placed  at  the  service  of 
the  Government,  as  our  military  contribution  to  the 
national  cause.  The  entire  force  amounted  to  over  ten 
thousand  men.  Wherever  these  regiments  had  the  op¬ 
portunity,  they  did  honor  to  the  name  under  which  they 
were  enlisted.  The  sudden  termination  of  the  war  put 
an  end  to  the  labors  of  your  Committee,  and  left  them 
little  to  do  besides  closing  their  accounts,  and  welcoming 
back  our  returning  soldiers.  Nothing  has  contributed 
more  to  the  fame  of  our  institution  than  the  exertions  of 
the  Committee  on  Enlistments ;  and  the  intelligent  gentle¬ 
men  composing  that  body  are  entitled  to  our  hearty 
thanks  and  cordial  congratulations.  A  summary  of  the 
operations  of  the  Committee  will  be  found  appended  to 
this  report. 

The  Library  Committee  is  engaged  in  collecting  and 
arranging  books,  charts,  and  engravings  with  all  the  speed 
which  their  funds  will  warrant.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
donations  both  in  books  and  money  do  not  flow  into  this 
Committee  with  the  rapidity  and  in  the  quantities  which 
w7as  anticipated.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  to  make  the  Library  of  the  League  an  ornament 
of  interest  to  the  Institution,  and  if  possible  a  collection 
worthy  of  our  city.  We  would,  therefore,  call  the  at¬ 
tention  of  our  members  to  the  objects  of  the  Library 
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Committee,  and  solicit  a  more  liberal  response  to  its  pro¬ 
positions  for  assistance. 

The  Committee  on  Fine  Arts  and  Trophies  has  already 
added  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  our  building  by  tastefully 
grouping  and  arranging  the  trophies  of  the  late  war  which 
have  been  presented  to  the  League,  or  placed  in  its  cus¬ 
tody  for  safe  keeping.  The  Committee  has  also  decorated 
the  walls  of  our  house  with  many  fine  pictures,  bronzes, 
and  other  works  of  art,  which  add  greatly  to  the  attrac¬ 
tiveness  of  our  rooms.  The  Committee  recommends  that 
as  many  meritorious  pictures  of  a  patriotic  and  national 
character  shall  be  collected  within  the  League  House  as 
our  members  may  be  able  to  procure.  Purchases  of  arti¬ 
cles  of  so  great  value  from  the  treasury  of  the  League,  are 
not  considered  practicable  at  present ;  but  our  members 
by  individual  subscriptions  or  otherwise,  may,  without 
great  exertion  or  expense,  secure  to  the  League  the  pos¬ 
session  of  many  works,  the  subjects  of  which  entitle  them 
to  a  place  of  honor  among  our  patriotic  memorials.  Our 
thanks  are  due  to  General  Hector  Tyndale  for  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  an  excellent  copy  in  bronze  of  Kiss’  Amazon, 
and  to  Mrs.  Joseph  It.  Fry  for  the  donation  of  a  por¬ 
trait  of  General  Fremont.  Our  thanks  are  also  due  to 
Mr.  James  L.  Claghorn,  Mr.  Joseph  Harrison,  Jr.,  Mr. 
John  Rice,  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Bailey,  and  Mr.  Win.  H.  Mer¬ 
rick,  for  the  loan  of  many  pictures  of  high  merit  from 
their  various  collections,  and  to  the  gentlemen  who 
placed  upon  our  walls  the  gallery  of  medallions  in 
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bronze,  representing  our  most  distinguished  statesmen 
and  soldiers. 

The  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  the  Committee 
on  Membership,  for  the  care  and  fidelity  with  which  they 
have  discharged  the  responsible  and  not  always  pleasant 
duties  entrusted  to  them.  We  doubt  whether,  consider¬ 
ing  the  immense  number  of  names  submitted  to  this 
Committee,  all  of  which  required  rigid  scrutiny  and  un¬ 
prejudiced  decision,  any  similar  body  has  discharged  its 
functions  with  so  much  success  and  so  little  injustice  to 
applicants  as  your  Committee  on  Membership. 

On  the  first  of  December,  1865,  the  League  numbered 
seventeen  hundred  and  sixty  members  on  its  roll.  Of 
these  six  hundred  and  eighty-one  were  elected  during 
the  current  year.  We  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  twenty- 
one  members  by  death,  thirteen  by  resignation,  and  nine¬ 
teen  have  been  dropped  from  the  roll  for  non-payment  of 
their  annual  dues.  We  trust  that  the  members  of  the 
League  will  not  relax  in  their  efforts  to  recruit  our  ranks 
from  among  their  loyal  friends,  and  if  possible  to  increase 
our  numbers  until  they  equal  the  capacity  of  our  exten¬ 
sive  establishment. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  League,  the 
agreement  between  the  subscribers  to  the  Building-Fund 
and  our  Corporation,  has  been  faithfully  complied  with, 
and  the  League  now  possesses  title  to  this  property, 
subject  to  the  stipulated  mortgage  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  A  sinking  fund  has  been  created 
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for  the  gradual  extinguishment  of  the  liability  under  the 
mortgage,  and  two  thousand  dollars  will  each  year  be 
appropriated  from  the  treasury  of  the  League  for  this 
important  purpose.  Our  members  are  now  able  to  judge 
whether  the  erection  and  occupation  of  this  building  have 
been  judicious  steps.  The  increased  conveniences  of  our 
establishment  cannot  be  doubted,  nor  the  general  good 
taste  which  its  details  exhibit.  Our  thanks  should  be 
returned  to  the  public-spirited  subscribers  to  the  Build¬ 
ing-Fund,  who  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  expended  upon  the  property 
over  thirty-two  thousand  dollars  which  they  raised  by 
voluntary  contribution.  More  than  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  were  also  appropriated  by  the  Directors  from  the 
treasury  of  the  League,  in  order  to  adapt  the  house  to 
our  occupation,  and  to  furnish  it  with  many  conveniences 
that  were  not  included  in  the  contract  between  us  and 
the  subscribers  to  the  Building-Fund.  So  that  the  total 
sum  of  money  that  has  been  expended  upon  this  property 
now  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  twenty-seven 
cents.  Considering  the  sudden  and  enormous  rise  in  the 
prices  of  labor  and  materials  while  the  building  was  in 
progress,  the  amount  paid  for  our  noble  property  should 
not  be  considered  excessive.  Mention  should  here  be 
made  of  the  fidelity  with  which  the  contractor,  Mr.  J ohn 
Crump,  adhered  to  the  strictest  letter  of  his  promises  to 
the  Building  Committee.  Although  he  was  suffering  loss 
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on  every  side,  he  carried  out  with  unswerving  fidelity  the 
minutest  details  of  the  original  plans,  and  if  he  has  been 
obliged  to  bear  loss  as  a  builder,  he  has  certainly  added 
greatly  to  his  reputation  as  a  scrupulously  honest  man. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  the  Directors  have  instructed  the 
House  Committee  to  present  to  Mr.  Crump,  in  the  name 
of  the  League,  a  piece  of  silver  plate,  as  a  memorial  of 
.  our  appreciation  of  that  gentleman’s  praiseworthy  services 
to  our  Institution. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  League  and  of  the 
Auditors  for  the  present  year,  are  herewith  submitted 
for  examination.  The  income  from  all  sources  to  De¬ 
cember  1,  1865,  which  includes  the  balance  that  was  on 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty -three  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents.  The  disburse¬ 
ments,  covering  the  same  period,  were  ninety-one  thou¬ 
sand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  thirty- 
nine  cents ;  leaving  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  fifty- 
five  cents,  in  cash,  and  of  thirty-eight  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  in  United  States  Treasury  notes.  This 
surplus  is  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  temporary  loan 
of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  incurred  to  enable  the 
Treasurer  to  carry  this  investment  in  Government  Secu¬ 
rities  into  the  coming  year,  and  thus  save  us  the  neces¬ 
sity  and  inconvenience  of  re-investment  in  the  same 
funds.  The  smallness  of  the  present  cash  surplus,  as 
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compared  with  the  surpluses  of  previous  years,  is  to  he 
accounted  for  by  the  large  extraordinary  expenses  which 
the  League  incurred  in  occupying  and  furnishing  the  new 
house.  The  outlay  for  furniture  amounted  to  forty-one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  seventy 
cents,  and  other  expenses  incident  to  removing  added 
somewhat  to  the  above  sum.  As  much  economy  as 
could  be  practised  in  furnishing  properly  so  large  and 
elegant  a  building  was  employed  by  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  Directors  trust  that  no  unnecessary  luxury 
or  display  can  anywhere  be  detected  upon  our  premises, 
although  all  the  articles  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
League  are  the  best  and  most  substantial  that  the  market 
could  afford,  nor  in  any  instance  have  we  gone  beyond 
our  own  city  to  obtain  the  materials  which  our  house 
contains.  The  income  of  another  year  will  place  the 
League  on  its  former  prosperous  financial  footing. 

We  have  to  regret  the  resignation  and  departure  from 
the  country  of  our  late  esteemed  Treasurer,  Mr.  James 
L.  Claghorn.  Connected  as  he  was  with  this  institution 
from  its  organization,  by  the  valuable  services  which  he 
has  rendered  to  it  in  widening  its  sphere  of  influence, 
suggesting  for  it  new  and  important  works  of  usefulness, 
by  invigorating  it  with  pecuniary  aid,  and  by  managing 
most  skillfully  its  vast  disbursements,  he  has  entitled 
himself  to  our  purest  admiration  and  warmest  friendship. 
We  parted  with  him  as  we  part  with  a  brother;  and  as 
a  brother  we  shall  welcome  him  on  his  return. 
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During  the  past  year  our  house  has  been  a  centre  of 
attraction  to  strangers  as  well  as  to  citizens.  Various 
civic  and  religious  bodies  have  visited  the  League  House 
on  the  invitation  of  the  Directors,  and  have  expressed 
their  satisfaction  with  the  hospitality  which  we  have 
extended  to  them.  No  member  of  the  League  will  soon 
forget  the  animated  scene  which  marked  the  reception 
of  Lieutenant-General  Grant  within  this  hall,  nor  the 
strong  emotions  which  were  manifested  by  many  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  array  that  passed  in  peaceful  review  before 
him.  This  reception  was  considered  a  high  privilege  by 
our  eminent  guest,  although  he  came  among  us  on  our 
own  invitation;  and  since  that  day  he  has  more  than 
once  expressed  his  pleasurable  recollections  of  the  occa¬ 
sion. 

We  trust  that  each  member  of  the  Union  League  still 
carries  in  his  memory  a  vivid  image  of  the  solemn  meet¬ 
ing  of  our  Association  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  April 
last,  and  has  not  permitted  the  spirit  which  was  then 
evoked  to  know  change  or  decay.  This  is  no  time  to 
multiply  words  in  referring  to  the  sad  event  which  de¬ 
prived  the  country  of  our  wise,  our  merciful,  our  great¬ 
hearted  President ;  but  neither  now,  nor  at  any  future 
time,  nor  amidst  any  distracting  circumstances  should 
we  forget  to  keep  alive  the  memory  of  a  man  whose  loss 
was  lamented  by  his  very  enemies,  and  whose  fate  sent 
a  pang  of  horror  into  every  corner  of  the  earth  to  which 
tidings  may  travel.  We  must  not  forget  the  mournful, 
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nightly  ward  we  kept  as  his  august  body  passed  through 
our  silent  ranks,  to  rest,  as  was  proper,  a  little  while  in 
the  temple  of  our  national  liberty.  We  must  not  forget 
the  last  brief  look  which  each  man  cast  upon  that  de¬ 
faced  dwelling  of  Abraham  Lincoln’s  Christian  soul  as 
we  turned  from  his  presence  forever.  In  those  days, — 
from  the  very  depths  and  terrors  and  despairs  of  those 
dark  scenes, — a  cry  went  up,  not  for  vengeance,  but  for 
justice.  Has  that  cry  been  answered  ?  The  wretched 
tools  of  the  murder,  the  almost  unconscious  instruments 
of  the  great  nameless  crime,  have  indeed  perished  by 
the  merciful  bullet  and  the  gallows,  or  suffer  by  the  dis¬ 
criminating  verdict  of  their  judges.  But  there  is  no 
loyal  heart  in  the  land  that  is  not  oppressed  with  a 
sense  of  something  left  undone,  of  something  yet  to  be 
done  before  the  national  conscience  can  repose  or  the 
public  eye  can  look  without  shrinking  upon  the  grave  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Weighed  down  by  that  feeling, 
haunted  by  that  phantom  of  unexpiated  justice,  we 
await  the  future  without  distrust  but  not  without  soli¬ 
citude. 

The  pleasant  assemblage  of  the  League  on  the  Anni¬ 
versary  of  our  national  liberty  was  an  event  to  be  re¬ 
membered  for  the  sympathy  with  its  object  evinced  by 
our  citizens  in  thronging  to  our  public  exercises.  The 
distinguished  orator  of  the  occasion  merits  our  thanks 
for  his  brilliant  effort ;  and  the  reader  of  the  Declaration 
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of  Independence  added  fresh  beauties  to  the  revered 
document  by  his  tasteful  and  moving  elocution. 

The  history  of  the  Union  League  during  the  last  year 
has  boen  one  of  unbroken  prosperity.  The  burdens 
which  our  Association  bore  so  cheerfully  through  the 
doubts  and  anxieties  of  the  previous  years,  were  light¬ 
ened  by  the  decline  of  the  Rebellion,  the  wider  spread 
of  patriotic  ideas  among  our  people,  and  our  increased 
confidence  in  the  power  and  the  wisdom  of  our  Gov¬ 
ernment.  Social  intercourse  amongst  our  members 
has  therefore  been  more  genial  and  unrestricted  as  our 
duties  became  less  numerous  and  urgent,  and  as  the 
tread  of  our  enemy’s  columns  passed  away  from  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  our  State,  and  faded  into  silence  behind  the 
earthworks  of  Richmond  and  of  Petersburg.  Let  us 
not  therefore  suppose  that  our  public  annals  are  closed, 
and  that  the  Union  League  may  degenerate  into  a  mere 
social  club,  with  no  higher  aims  in  view  than  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  our  hard-won  ease.  As  has  been  before  stated, 
many  issues  of  the  great  Rebellion  remain  yet  to  be 
eradicated  or  healed ;  many  political  abuses  among  our¬ 
selves  invite  a  sweeping  reformation.  Though  our  duties 
may  be  lightened,  they  are  not  ended.  It  would  be  a 
shame  to  our  proud  record,  and  a  justification  of  the 
slanders  of  our  opponents,  to  admit  that  the  patriotic 
men  of  the  League  have,  in  these  latter  days,  sunk  into 
a  congregation  of  insipid  idlers  and  nerveless  pleasure- 
seekers.  Wherever  there  remains  work  to  do,  let  us 
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do  it  with  that  will,  activity  and  perseverance  which 
have  heretofore  distinguished  us,  and  won  us  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  the  praise  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

GEO.  H.  BOKER, 

Secretary. 


APPENDIX 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1865. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen: — The  undersigned  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurers  to  this  date,  compared  them  with 
the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the 
aggregate  the  following  figures  : 

On  hand  Dec.  1,  1864,  cash  in  bank,  .  $1,163  68 
$36,000  U.  S.  Treasury  Notes,  costing  36,000  00 

$37,163  68 


Entrance  fee  from  682  members,  at  $25,  .  $17,050  00 
Annual  tax  from  1  member,  for  1863,  at 

$25, .  25  00 

Annual  tax  from  6  members,  for  1864,  at 

$25, .  150  00 

Annual  tax  from  4  members,  for  1863,  at 

$12  50, .  50  00 

Annual  tax  from  1,502  members,  for  1865, 
at  $25  ......  37,550  00 

Annual  tax  from  272  members,  for  1865, 

at  $12  50, .  3,400  00 


Interest  on  U.  S.  Treasury  Notes, 

Box  Bent,  Cues  and  playing  Billiards, 
Temporary  Loan  on  $38,600  Treasury  Notes, 
as  collateral,  . 


Expenditures, 

Balance, 

In  $38,600  Treasury  Notes,  costing 
Cash  in  bank, 


$38,600  00 
4,365  55 


58,225  00 
2,592  59 
1,962  67 


35,000  00 


$134,943  94 
91,978  39 

$42,965  55 


42,965  55 
35,000  00 


Subject  to  the  payment  of  a  Temporary  Loan  of 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Ward  B.  Haseltine, 

Augustus  Heaton,  v  Auditors. 
Andrew  Wheeler,  ) 


Union  League  House,  \ 
December  11,  1865.  j 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  : 

The  Committee  on  Enlistments  of  the  Union  League,  would  respect¬ 
fully  report  that,  since  their  last  report,  they  have  been  deprived  by 
death  of  their  Chairman,  Jos.  R.  Fry,  Esq.,  and  by  resignation  of  their 
Treasurer,  Jas.  L.  Claghorn,  Esq.  Shortly  after  the  last  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  League,  the  call  of  the  President,  Dec.  19,  1864,  for 
300,000  men,  renewed  the  labors  of  the  Committee.  Uncertainty  as 
to  the  quota  of  Philadelphia,  for  some  time  rendered  impossible  any 
systematic  effort  at  recruiting;  but,  towards  the  end  of  January  au¬ 
thority  was  obtained  from  the  Department  to  raise  a  regiment  of  twelve 
months’  men,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  Committee  had  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  placing  in  service  the  Two  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Regi¬ 
ment,  P.  V.;  or,  Seventh  Union  League,  under  command  of  Col.  John 
A.  Gorgas.  No  time  was  lost  in  procuring  authority  for  another  or¬ 
ganization,  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Regiment,  P.  Y. ;  or, 
Eighth  Union  League,  which  was  rapidly  recruited,  and  placed  under 
command  of  Col.  D.  B.  McKibben.  A  third  regiment  was  then  au¬ 
thorized,  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Regiment,  P.  Y. ;  or,  Ninth 
Union  League,  the  command  of  which  was  intrusted  to  Col.  Francis 
Wister.  By  the  time  the  last  was  completed,  the  surrender  of  the 
rebel  armies  caused  the  suspension  of  recruiting,  and  the  active 
labors  of  the  Committee  were  brought  to  a  close.  These  three  regi¬ 
ments  were  raised  with  a  rapidity  unexampled  since  the  first  enthusiasm 
of  1861,  and  at  a  cost  much  below  the  average  of  similar  organizations, 
the  recruiting  expenses  for  the  whole  amounting  to  not  over  eight 
thousand  dollars.  As  before,  the  funds  were  provided  by  private 
subscription,  chiefly  among  members  of  the  League.  It  is  believed 
that  no  finer  bodies  of  men  than  these  have  ever  left  our  city  for  the 
front,  though  the  sudden  collapse  of  the  rebellion  deprived  them  of 
the  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves.  A  regiment,  however, 
raised  by  the  Committee  under  the  call  of  July  18,  1864,  the  Hundred 
and  Ninety-Eighth  Regiment,  P.  Y. ;  or,  Sixth  Union  League,  be¬ 
haved  with  conspicuous  gallantry  in  the  final  struggle  before  Peters- 


99 


burg.  Posted  upon  the  extreme  left,  it  bore  the  brunt  of  some  of  the 
hardest  fighting,  and  at  the  battle  of  Quaker  Road,  it  did  much  to 
prevent  serious  disaster,  losing  its  Colonel,  now  Brig.  Gen.  Sickel, 
seriously  wounded,  and  its  two  Majors,  Glenn  and  Maceuen,  killed. 

The  experience  of  the  Committee  in  recruiting  having  impressed 
them  strongly  with  the  evils  of  the  present  system  of  local  bounties, 
they  prepared  in  December  last,  a  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  which  elicited  considerable  debate.  They  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  it  was  largely  instrumental  in  causing  the  removal  in  the 
amended  enrolment  act  of  some  of  the  objectionable  features  of  pre¬ 
vious  legislation. 

It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  inappropriate  here  to  recapitulate  briefly  the 
work  performed  by  the  Committee  since  its  organization  in  June, 

1863,  at  the  period  of  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania.  Between  June 
25th  and  July  5th,  of  that  year,  it  raised  three  full  regiments  of  emer¬ 
gency  men,  under  Col.  Whipple,  McLean,  and  Gray,  besides  five  com- 
paniesof  cavalry.  Duriugthesucceeding  autumn  and  winter,  the  Fourth 
Union  League,  a  three  years’  regiment,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
Third,  P.  V.,  was  raised  and  put  into  the  field.  In  July,  1864,  pur¬ 
suant  to  the  call  for  one  hundred  days’  men,  the  Fifth  Union  League 
Regiment,  under  Col.  Neff,  was  organized.  Under  the  call  of  July  18, 

1864,  for  one  year  men,  the  Sixth  Union  League  Regiment,  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Ninety-Eighth,  P.V.,  under  Col.  Sickles,  was  raised,  consisting 
of  three  battalions  or  fourteen  full  companies.  U nder  the  call  of  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1864,  as  stated  above,  the  Seventh,  Eighth,  and  Ninth  Union 
League  regiments  were  promptly  put  into  service.  Under  the  auspices 
of  your  Committee,  therefore,  not  less  than  ten  thousand  (10,000)  men 
have  thus  been  recruited  during  the  last  two  years  of  the  war;  to  accomp¬ 
lish  which  has  involved  an  expenditure  of  over  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  Committee  cannot  conclude  this  fiual  account  of  their 
labors  without  acknowledging  the  cordial  co-operation  which  they  have 
at  all  times  received  from  the  Authorities,  both  State  and  National, 
and  the  inexhaustible  liberality  of  their  fellow-citizens,  which  kept 
them  constantly  supplied  with  the  means  necessary  to  the  successful 
discharge  of  the  duties  intrusted  to  them. 

James  H.  Orne, 
Chairman  Executive  Committee. 
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Nathaniel  B.  Browne, 
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Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
John  W.  Field, 

¥m.  M.  Tilgiiman, 
Saunders  Lewis, 
Samuel  S.  White, 
Henry  C.  Townsend, 
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William  McMichael, 
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Edward  S.  Clarke, 
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George  Whitney, 


William  Struthers, 
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William  Sellers, 
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Frank  Haseltine,  Secretary. 
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Abbey.  William  R. 

/ 

Abbott,  James  G. 

Adams,  Edward  A. 

Adams,  Frederick  M. 

Adams,  Henry  A. 

Adams,  Theodore 

Addicks,  J.  Edward 

Addicks,  John  E. 

Adolph,  Alfred  W. 

Aertson,  James  M. 

Alburger,  Jacob  T. 

Aldrich,  Silas 

Allderdice,  James 

Allen,  John  H. 

Allen,  Josiah  J. 

Allen,  William  S. 

Allison,  Joseph 

Allison,  J.  W. 

Allison,  Walter 

Allison,  William  C. 

Allman,  Thomas 

Altemus,  Edward  J. 

Altemus,  George  W. 

Altemus,  J.  B. 

Altemus,  Samuel  T. 

Anderson,  Samuel  M. 

Andrews,  Joseph  B. 

% 

Antelo,  Anthony  J. 


Archbold,  Samuel 
Archer,  William  Y. 
Armstrong,  William  H. 
Arrison,  James  M. 

Asch,  Myer 
Ashhurst,  Francis 
Ashhurst,  Henry 
Ashhurst,  John 
Ashhurst,  John,  Jr.,  M.D. 
Ashhurst,  Lewis  R. 
Ashhurst,  Richard 
Ashhurst,  Richard  L. 
Ashhurst,  Samuel,  M.D. 
Ashhurst,  William  H. 
Ashmead,  Albert  S. 
Ashmead,  George 
Ashmead,  Henry  B. 

Ashton,  George  H. 

Ashton,  J.  Hubley 
Atkins,  Hanson  E. 
Atkinson,  Francis  T. 

Atlee,  Washington  L.,  M.D. 
Atwood,  Alfred  H. 

Atwood,  William  C. 

Aubin,  Philip  J. 

Audenried,  John  T. 
Audenried,  Lewis 
Ayery,  Henry 
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Bache,  A.  D. 

Bacon,  Edward 
Bailey,  E.  W. 

Bailey,  George,  M.D. 
Bailey,  John  T. 

Bailey,  Joseph  T. 

Baily,  Joel  J. 

Bains,  Edward 
Baird,  Matthew 
Baird,  Henry  C. 

Baird,  William  S. 

Baker,  Edwin  G.  A. 

Baker,  George 
Baker,  Isaac  F. 

Baker,  Jairus 
Baker,  W.  C. 

Balcom,  George  L. 
Baldwin,  M.  W. 

Banes,  Charles  H. 
Barclay,  Andrew  C. 
Barclay,  Clement  B. 
Barclay,  John  A. 

Bargh,  William 
Barker,  Abraham 
Barlow,  Willtam  M. 
Barnes,  Oliver  W. 

Barnes,  William  H. 
Barratt,  James 
Barry,  Llewellyn  F. 
Bartol,  Barnabas  II. 
Bates,  Joseph  C. 

Bates,  Joseph  William 
Bates,  J.  W.,  Jr. 

Baugh,  Lewis  L. 

Baugh,  Samuel 
Baxter,  Eobert  J. 

Bayard,  James 
Bazin,  Xavier 
Beach,  C.  Nichols 
Beasley,  Bartholomew  W. 


Beatty,  George,  M.D. 
Beaumont,  George  H.,  M.D. 
Beaver,  Thomas 
Beeken,  Carl,  M.D. 
Beitler,  David 
Bell,  J.  Lowrie 
Bell,  Samuel,  Jr. 

Bell,  Stirling 
Bell,  W.  Dwight 
Bellak,  James 
Belrose,  Louis 
Benners,  Henry  B. 
Bennett,  Daniel  E. 
Bennett,  Edward 
Bennett,  Joseph  M. 

Benson,  Alexander,  Jr. 
Benson,  Edwin  N. 

Benson,  George  E. 

Benson,  Gustavus  S. 
Berger,  Charles  F. 
Bernadou,  F.  F. 

Bernadou,  George  W. 
Berniieim,  Morris 
Berniaud,  Louis 
Besson,  Charles  A. 
Bethell,  CtEORGE  S. 

Bettle,  Edward 
Betton,  Samuel 
Bickley,  Eobert  W. 
Biddle,  Alexander 
Biddle,  Cadwalader 
Biddle,  Clement 
Biddle,  Edward  C. 

Biddle,  John 
Biddle,  Thomas  A. 

Biddle,  William  F. 
Bingham,  James  T. 

Binney,  Horace,  Jr. 

Birch,  Edwin  K. 

Birch,  Thomas 
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Bishop,  Stilwell  S. 
Bispham,  George  Tucker 
Bispham,  Henry  C. 
Bispham,  John  S. 

Bispham,  Joseph  B. 
Bispham,  Samuel 
Bispham,  William 
Bissell,  Frederick  Meade 
Blackburne,  Francis 
Blackburne,  Francis,  Jr. 
Blackburne,  William 
Blake,  John  T. 

Blake,  S.  Parkman,  Jr. 
Blakiston,  Charles 
Blakiston,  John 
Blanchard,  Henry 
Blanchard,  Henry  B. 
Blanchard,  William 
Blanchard,  Williams  I. 
Blight,  Atherton 
Blight,  James  H. 

Bliss,  Theodore 
Blitz,  Antonio 
Blodget,  Lorin 
Bodine,  Francis  L. 
Bodine,  Samuel  T. 

Boker,  Charles  S.,  M.D. 
Boker,  George 
Boker,  George  H. 

Bond,  L.  Montgomery 
Bonsall,  Sterling 
Booth,  Edwin 
Borie,  Adolph  E. 

Borie,  Beauyeau 
Borie,  Charles  L, 

Borie,  Henry  P. 

Borie,  J.  J. 

Boswell,  James  J. 
Boudinot,  Elias  L. 
Boughter,  Charles  E? 


Bowen,  Edward  E. 
Bowen,  Ezra 
Bowlby,  Samuel  L. 
Boyd,  A. 

Boyd,  George 
Boyd,  George  J. 

Boyd,  James  W. 

Boyd,  Thomas  A. 
Bradeord,  Samuel 
Bradshaw,  Joseph  T. 
Braid  wood,  Thomas  W. 
Branson,  Orlando 
Bray,  William  K. 
Bready,  John  E. 
Brewster,  Benjamin  H. 
Brewster,  F.  Carroll 
Brice,  Philip  H. 

Brick,  Samuel  E. 

| 

Bridges,  William  C. 
Britton,  John  Blodget 
Brock,  John  Penn 
Brock,  E.  S. 

|  Brock,  William  P. 
Brockie,  William 
Brooke,  George 
Brooke,  Nathan 
Brooks,  Charles  H. 

‘  Brooks,  David 
Broomall,  John  M. 
Broomall,  Lewis  E. 
Brosius,  Joseph  P. 
Brower,  Abraham  J. 
Brown,  Alexander 
Brown,  Benjamin  H. 
Brown,  David  S. 
Brown,  Frederick,  Jr. 
Brown,  George  H. 
Brown,  John  A. 

!  Brown,  J.  G.  L. 

Brown,  John  H. 
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Brown,  John  T. 

Brown,  Bobert  Eden 
Brown,  Thornton 
Brown,  T.  Horace 
Brown,  Washington 
Brown,  William  Hobart 
Brown,  William  H.  , 
Brown,  William  H.,  Jr. 
Browne,  George  Blight 
Browne,  John  C. 

Browne,  Nathaniel  B. 
Browne,  Peter  A. 
Browning,  Edward 
Bruner,  H.  Naglee 
Bruner,  J.  Stanley 
Bryson,  James  H. 

Buck,  William  R. 
Buckley,  Clement  A. 
Buckley,  Edward  S. 
Bucknell,  William 
Budd,  John  B. 

Budd,  J.  Fletcher 
Bullock,  Benjamin 
Bullock,  George 
Bullock,  James  M. 
Bullock,  Joseph  W. 
Bumm,  Henry 
Bunting,  William  H. 
Burnham,  George 
Burroughs,  H.  Nelson 
Burrowes,  Thomas  Henry 
Burt,  Nathaniel 
Burton,  George  W. 
Burton,  Robert 
Butcher,  Henry  Clay 
Butcher,  Washington 
Butler,  E.  H. 

Butler,  John  G. 

Butler,  John  M. 

Button,  Conyers 


Buzby,  George  L. 

Buzby,  J.  L. 

Cabeen,  Robert  B. 

Cabot,  Charles 
Cabot,  Henry 
Cabot,  John  F. 
Cadwalader,  George 
Cadwalader,  Thomas 
Cadwalader,  William 
Cadwallader,  Charles  N. 
Caffee,  Ward  J. 
Caldwell,  James  E. 
Caldwell,  Joseph  K. 
Caldwell,  Stephen  A. 
Calvert,  Charles  W.  F. 
Camac,  William,  M.I). 
Cameron,  Simon 
Campbell,  A. 

Campbell,  George 
Campbell,  James  M. 
Campbell,  James  R. 
Canby,  Samuel  T. 

Caner,  W.  J. 

Capp,  William  M. 

Carey,  Henry  C. 

Carman,  Hudson 
Carpenter,  Edward 
Carpenter,  Francis 
Carpenter,  J.  Edward 
Carpenter,  Joseph  R. 
Carpenter,  Samuel  H. 
Carpenter,  Thomas  P. 
Carr,  William  Hart 
Carryl,  William  H. 
Carson,  Henry 
Carson,  James  W. 

Carver,  Alexander  B. 
Carver,  Samuel 

Cash.  A.  D. 
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Castle,  James  H. 

Castner,  John 
Cattell,  Alexander  G. 
Cattell,  Andrew  C. 

Cattell,  Elijah  Gr. 

Cattell,  Samuel  W. 

Cayada,  Adolph  F. 
Chambers,  Andrew  E. 
Chambers,  A.  Feeder 
Chambers,  James  S. 
Chambers,  John  H. 
Chancellor,  Wharton 
Chancellor,  William 
Chandler,  James  B. 
Chandler,  Joseph  E. 

Chase,  Edwin  T. 
Cheseborough,  A.  F. 

Childs,  George  W. 
Christian,  Samuel  J. 
Churchman,  Albert  L. 
Churchman,  C.  J. 
Churchman,  Charles  W. 
Churchman,  Eobert 
Claghorn,  Edward  H. 
Claghorn,  James  L. 
Claghorn,  J.  Eaymond 
Claghorn,  John  W. 

Clark,  Clarence  H. 

Clark,  Edward  L. 

Clark,  Edward  W. 

Clark,  Frank  H. 

Clark,  J.  Hinckley 
Clark,  J.  Eoss 
Clarke,  Edward  S. 
Clarkson,  Eobert 
Claxton,  Edmund 
Clayton,  John 
Clayton,  Powell  F. 
Cleveland,  Charles  Dexter 
Clingan,  Clement  B. 


Clingan,  C.  M.,  M.D. 
Coates,  George  Morrison 
Cochran,  Henry  C. 
Cochran,  J.  Harvey 
Coffey,  Titian  J. 

Coffin,  Arthur  G. 
Coffin,  Lemuel 
Cohen,  Henry 
Coit,  Edward  W. 

Cole,  George  W. 
Coleman,  G.  Dawson 
Colladay,  E.  S. 

Collier,  George  B. 
Collins,  Frederick 
Collins,  Samuel  C. 
Colwell,  Charles  B. 
Colwell,  Stephen 
Colwell,  S.  E. 

COMEGYS,  B.  B. 

Comly,  E.  A. 

Comly,  Seth  I. 

Conard,  Calvin 
Conarroe,  George  M. 
Conner,  Edward  E. 
Conner,  Philip  S.  P. 
Conover,  A.  M. 

Conrad,  Charles 
Conroy,  Edward 
Cook,  Eobert 
Cook,  Samuel  C. 

Cooke,  Jay 
Cooper,  Isaac 
Cooper,  J.  Maslin 
Cooper,  William  D. 

Cope,  Edward  E. 

Cope,  John  E. 

Corbin,  Charles  F. 
Corlies,  S.  Fisher 
Cornelius,  Charles  E. 
Cornelius,  John  C. 
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Cornelius,  Robert 
Cornelius,  Robert  C. 
Corson,  Robert  R. 
Cousty,  Joshua  H. 
Cowan,  Richard 
Cowell,  Joseph  M. 

CoWPERTIIWAIT,  JOSEPH  B. 

Cox,  William 
Coxe,  Ferdinand 
Cramp,  Charles  II. 
Cramp,  William 
Cramp,  William  M. 
Crawford,  S.  W. 

Cresson,  John  C. 

Cresson,  W.  P. 

Crissy,  James 
Cromelien,  Alfred 
Croll,  Martin  J. 

Croskey,  Henry 
Crosman,  George  H. 
Cross,  Michael  H. 
Crothers,  William  S. 
Crouch,  Robert  B. 
Crowell,  William  G. 
Crump,  John 
Cummings,  Alexander 
Cummings,  A.  Boyd 
Cummings,  William 
Cummins,  Daniel  B. 
Curby,  John  S. 

Curtis,  John  H.,  Jr. 
Cushman,  Robert  W. 

Daniels,  Samuel 
Darling,  E.  P. 

Davids,  Hugh 
Davidson,  William  M. 
Davies,  Charles  E. 
Davies,  Peter  A. 

Davis,  Arthur  G. 


Davis,  Elisha  W. 

Davis,  Ellwood 
Davis,  Henry 
Davis,  Henry  C. 

Davis,  John 
Davis,  John  C. 

Davis,  Lemuel  H. 

Davis,  O.  Wilson 
Davis,  Robert  Coulton 
Davis,  Thomas  W. 

Davis,  William  Morris 
Dawson,  Mordecai  L. 
Dawson,  T.  Russell 
De  Brot,  John 
Dennis,  W.  L. 

Dennison,  David  W. 
Derbyshire,  Alexander  J. 
Devereux,  Alfred 
Dickey,  Samuel  J.,  M.D. 
Dickinson,  Mahlon  H. 
Dickson,  James  Newton 
Dickson,  Levi,  Jr. 

Diehl,  Charles  F. 

Diehl,  John  H. 

Dillard,  Henry  K. 
Dilwortii,  F.  Albert 
Dimpfel,  F.  P. 

Dingee,  James  E. 

Divine,  D.  George 
Divine,  John  G. 

Divine,  William 
Dixon,  Franklin  M. 
Dobbins,  Edward  T. 
Dobbins,  Richard  J. 

Dolan,  Thomas 
Donaldson,  Jacob  N. 
Dougherty,  Daniel 
Dougherty,  James 
Downing,  Richard  H. 
Drake,  Thomas 
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Dreer,  Ferdinand  J. 
Dreer.  Henry  A. 

Drexel,  Anthony  J. 
Dropsie,  Moses  A. 

Drown,  William  A. 

Du  Barry,  J.  H. 

Du  Bouchet,  Charles  A. 
Dummig,  Charles 
Duncan,  Jacob  M. 

Dunlap,  William 
Durand,  Alfred  B. 

Dutilh,  Charles 
Dutton,  Samuel 
Dwight,  Thomas  Bradford 
Dyer,  Ezra,  M.D. 

Earle,  Ceorge  H. 

Earle,  Edgar  W. 

Earle,  James  M. 

Earle,  James  S. 

Earp,  Theodore 
Earp,  Thomas,  Jr. 
Eastman,  Seth 
Eastwick,  Andrew  M. 
Edwards,  Edward  B. 
Eisenbrey,  Edwin  T. 
Eisenbrey,  John,  Jr. 
Eisenbrey,  W.  Harrison 
Elkins,  George  W. 
Elliott,  William 
Elliott,  William 
Ellis,  Charles  J. 

Ellis,  Joseph  D. 

Ellis,  Budulph 
Ellis,  Thomas  S. 

Ellis,  William  B. 
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In  the  opening  sentences  of  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  read  one  year  ago  before  our  Association, 
the  members  of  the  League  were  congratulated  on  the 
complete  extinction  of  the  Slave-holder’s  Rebellion,  and 
on  the  martial  and  the  moral  victory  of  those  principles 
to  which  we  had  faithfully  held  through  a  long,  bloody, 
costly,  and,  at  times,  most  disheartening  war.  There 
was  no  face  in  our  assemblage  of  last  year  that  was  not 
beaming  with  the  triumph  of  the  present  and  the  hope 
of  the  future.  We  regarded  the  coming  history  of  our 
country  as  fixed  for  a  term  of  years  that  would  extend 
far  beyond  the  life  of  this  generation.  The  mere  facts 
of  our  national  position  were  too  vast  in  their  actual  re¬ 
sults  and  certain  consequences,  to  need  one  touch  of 
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fancy  in  order  to  increase  their  sublimity.  We  saw  our 
country  in  all  the  grandeur  of  her  former  proportions,  in 
all  the  vigor  of  her  active  and  liberal  policy,  advancing 
once  more,  and  now  securely,  on  that  career  of  empire 
which  had  made  our  progress  a  wonder  to  the  nations, 
and  a  somewhat  too  boastful  source  of  pride  to  ourselves. 
Already  we  felt  that  we  were  a  chief  power  upon  the 
earth,  and  what  our  destiny  might  be  was  a  question  that 

'  baffled  the  calculations  and  excited  the  dread  of  our  ri- 

• 

vals.  Freed  from  the  odious  weakness  of  human  slavery 
which  had  trammeled  whites  and  blacks  alike ;  which 
had  suppressed  the  simplest  knowledge  and  encouraged 
the  most  brutish  ignorance  in  both  races ;  which  had 
made  us  the  scoff  and  the  by-word  of  modern  civiliza¬ 
tion,  the  evident  contradiction  at  home  of  the  principles 
of  liberty  that  we  sought  to  spread  abroad ;  which  from 
the  earliest  day  of  our  national  existence  had  hung  above 
our  heads  as  a  visible  curse  of  Heaven,  sure  to  fall  at 
last ;  which  had  made  us  dumb  and  ashamed  before  the 
pitiful  face  of  Christianity,  and  self-convicted  either  by 
the  common  law  of  morals  or  the  statutes  of  the  church ; 
freed  from  this  stumbling-block,  which  we  had  heretofore 
felt  at  every  step  of  our  advancement,  we  were  conscious 
of  a  larger  national  mind,  a  more  vigorous  and  wider 
range  of  action,  a  purer  conscience,  a  sweeter  memory, 
a  brighter  hope,  and  beyond  all  and  above  all,  we  could 
look  upon  both  the  face  of  Heaven  and  the  face  of  man 
without  blushing  at  the  arguments  with  which  we  had 


endeavored  to  gloss  over  the  guilt  of  that  obscene  thing 
which  we  mildly  called  the  “  Domestic  Institution.” 

This  was  also  the  position  of  the  mind  of  our  country 
a  year  ago.  The  fierce  struggle  was  ended  ;  slavery  was 
abolished,  and  peace  was  restored  throughout  the  land. 
Sanguinary,  costly  and  exhausting  the  struggle  had  in¬ 
deed  been ;  but  the  great  purpose  of  Providence  had 
been  accomplished,  the  blessing  of  universal  freedom  had 
been  bestowed  upon  us ;  and  wre  did  not  grudge  one  drop 
of  blood,  one  farthing  nor  one  failing  effort,  which  we  had 
expended  as  tribute  in  securing  that  priceless  benefit. 
From  this  point  forward  all  would  be  well.  Minor  ques¬ 
tions  would  settle  themselves  under  the  new  condition 
of  things ;  or  in  the  changes  of  a  few  years,  they  would 
cease  to  be  causes  of  contention  ;  and  to  time  also,  and 
the  reunion  of  the  old  links  of  social  and  of  mercantile 
intercourse,  we  hopefully  looked  for  a  cessation  of  the 
spirit  of  enmity  which  then  existed  between  the  North 
and  the  South.  The  South  was  in  no  condition  to  resist 
our  terms,  or  any  terms  that  might  he  accorded  to  them 
by  their  victors.  Indeed,  they  were  inclined  to  bear 
their  situation  with  the  best  grace,  and  to  accept  grate¬ 
fully  any  crumbs  of  mercy  that  might  fall  to  their  lot. 
Who  can  doubt  that  if  the  lamented  Lincoln  had  lived, 
the  whole  of  the  vast  matter  would  not  have  been  quietly 
arranged  on  terms  in  strict  accordance  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  that  had  animated  loyal  men  throughout  the  Rebel¬ 
lion  ? 
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But  in  the  inscrutable  wisdom  of  God,  our  nation  was 
doomed  to  suffer  from  another,  and,  if  possible,  more  de¬ 
testable  treachery  than  that  which  had  inspired  the  recent 
Rebellion.  The  man  whom  our  votes  had  elevated  to 
the  second  place  in  the  gift  of  the  nation,  and  whom  the 
hand  of  the  assassin  raised  to  the  first,  almost  from  the 
day  that  he  assumed  supreme  power,  set  himself  about 
proving  that  he  was  worthy  of  the  manner  of  his  succes¬ 
sion.  Not  only  did  he  betray  every  trust  that  we  had 
reposed  in  him,  but  he  became  false  to  his  own  record, 
his  own  pledges  and  protestations,  and  to  the  very  words 
which  we  had  applauded  in  his  first  message  to  Congress. 
Those  fundamental  principles  of  the  Union  Party,  which 
we  had  followed  devotedly  through  the  clouds  of  innu¬ 
merable  battles,  and  towards  which  we  looked  as  our 
guides  in  the  settlement  of  the  various  questions  that 
might  occur  in  the  peace  then  happily  surrounding  us — 
principles  to  which  he  had  voluntarily  sworn  allegiance  a 
thousand  times  and  in  a  thousand  ways,  with  an  excess 
of  frothy  utterance  that  went  far  beyond  our  extremest 
demand — these  principles  he  at  first  criticized,  then  sug¬ 
gested  substitutes  for  them,  and  at  length  openly  repu¬ 
diated  them  both  in  word  and  in  deed.  That  every  voice 
of  the  Union  Party  was  raised  in  indignation  and  con¬ 
demnation,  could  have  been  no  wonder  to  the  man  him¬ 
self.  That  Congress  taught  him  many  a  bitter  lesson  in 
the  dark  ways  of  his  treachery,  by  overruling  his  vetoes, 
rejecting  his  appointments,  and  frustrating  his  policy, 
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was  no  more  than  simple  justice  to  him ;  and  whatever 
temper  some  of  our  representatives  may  have  shown  in 
their  dealings  with  this  false  man,  was  pardonable  in  men 
who  were  not  sitting  judicially,  hut  struggling  for  the 
future  welfare  of  their  country,  as  their  disbanded  army 
had  lately  struggled,  with  all  the  passions  of  their  hu¬ 
manity  hot  about  them.  Their  fervor  was  becoming  to 
them,  and  we  pity  the  cold-hearted  selfishness  that 
might  not  warm  with  a  kindred  feeling.  After  this  open 
breach  between  Congress  and  the  Executive,  the  latter 
set  himself  deliberately  to  work  to  use  the  power  which 
we  had  lodged  in  his  hands  as  a  sacred  trust,  for  the 
destruction  of  the  party  to  whom  he  owed  the  very 
means  which  he  employed  against  it.  How  total  was  his 
failure,  how  evident  his  folly  and  short-sightedness  are 
known  to  all;  and  the  recollection  of  his  history  must 
be  the  most  grievous  burden  upon  his  impatient  spirit, 
and  upon  the  memory  of  that  blind  guide  who  is  now 
sitting  amidst  the  ruins  of  his  cunning  schemes,  lament¬ 
ing  how  by  one  act  of  treachery  an  illustrious  life  may 
be  consigned  to  historical  infamy !  It  is  not  necessary 
to  retrace  the  steps  by  which  the  destruction  of  the  Union 
Party  was  sought.  Every  member  of  the  League  pos¬ 
sesses  all  or  some  large  portion  of  the  miserable  story, 
and  of  the  obvious  design  there  can  be  no  question.  The 
ridiculous  vanity  which  made  the  man  suppose  that  a 
traitor  upon  the  stump  is  a  persuasive  sight,  or  that  he 
could  utter  a  persuasive  sound,  or  that  all  the  official 
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patronage  and  loose  money  of  the  public  treasury  could 
corrupt  the  character  of  the  American  citizen,  to  his  own 
and  his  country’s  undoing,  were  thoroughly  illustrated  in 
the  indecent  tour  wliich  preceded  the  late  elections,  and 
which  followed  in  the  elections  themselves.  With  the 
whole  official  power  of  the  Union  Party  in  the  hands  of 
a  traitor,  with  our  late  political  enemies  and  their  rebel¬ 
lious  southern  brothers  as  his  allies,  with  many  of  our 
best  canvassers  still  in  office,  and  either  paralyzed  by 
the  fear  of  removal  or  cajoled  by  the  promise  of  reten¬ 
tion,  with  our  former  admirable  organization  almost  shat¬ 
tered  by  these  causes,  with  nothing,  in  short,  but  our 
wise  principles  and  the  individual  votes  of  our  faithful 
people,  we  entered  upon  the  electoral  contest  which  has 
just  closed  in  our  victory  and  in  the  irremediable  con¬ 
fusion  of  our  adversaries.  Let  no  one  underrate  this 
momentous  triumph,  or  while  rejoicing  in  it,  regret  that 
it  was  not  more  complete  and  overwhelming.  The  wonder 
is  that,  under  the  numerous  adverse  circumstances,  we 
were  able  to  maintain  our  former  position,  and  to  repulse 
the  foe  without  the  loss  of  a  single  representative  in 
Congress  or  a  single  governor  of  a  state.  Think  how 
sweeping  might  have  been  our  victory  if  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  had  been  on  the  side  to  which  it  rightfully  be¬ 
longed  !  The  result  of  the  late  elections  settles  the 
future  of  the  Union  Party,  and  indicates  in  what  hapds 
the  government  of  the  nation  shall  continue  while  we  re¬ 
main  true  to  ourselves.  That  the  noble  body  of  men  who 
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represented  the  Union  Party  in  Congress  during  the 
trials  and  temptations  of  the  last  session,  will  lead  us 
wisely  and  well  during  the  coming  session,  no  one  can 
have  a  reasonable  doubt.  Now  that  the  popular  verdict 
has  been  uttered,  and  the  lines  of  the  future  issues 
strongly  marked,  no  member  of  Congress  can  hesitate  as 
to  the  duties  of  his  position,  or  as  to  what  policy  will 
meet  with  the  approval  of  his  constituents.  It  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Leagne,  and  of  all  who  sympathize 
with  our  principles,  to  stand  firmly  beside  the  Congress 
which  we  have  elected,  and  to  strengthen  their  hands 
and  cheer  their  hearts  amidst  the  stormy  session  that 
may  be  approaching,  by  every  form  of  popular  demon¬ 
stration  in  which  public  confidence  may  be  expressed. 

In  looking  back  on  the  facts  which  we  have  just  re¬ 
viewed,  and  in  comparing  them  with  other  similar,  though 
less  flagrant  events  in  our  national  history,  we  cannot 
but  be  struck  with  the  many  instances  of  political 
treachery  which  have  disfigured  our  annals,  and  on  which 
no  such  sign  of  condemnation  has  been  set  as  the  crime 
deserves  at  the  hands  of  common  honesty.  It  should  be 
self  evident  to  the  dullest  preception  that  if  a  man  who 
has  acted  with  a  party,  should  accept  a  nomination  from 
that  party,  after  having  protested  his  adherence  to  its 
leading  principles,  and  in  the  confidence  inspired  by  his 
declarations,  he  should  be  elected  to  office  by  those  who 
bestowed  the  nomination, — such  a  man,  if  he  should 

afterwards  forsake  his  once  avowed  principles  and  act  in 
1* 
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political  opposition  to  his  former  friends,  is  guilty  of  a 
plain  breach  of  trust,  not  the  less  odious  and  morally 
base,  because  there  is  no  pecuniary  consideration  involved 
in  his  treachery.  He  who  is  false  to  a  trust  concerning 
property  finds  himself,  on  the  discovery  of  his  fraud,  be¬ 
fore  the  courts  for  trial  and  punishment.  The  guilt  of  a 
political  fraud  is  as  morally  wrong  as  any  other  fraud, 
although,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is  not  punishable  by 
the  law.  Many  other  acts  of  human  baseness  are  not 
brought  to  the  bar  of  justice,  and  yet  mankind  has  dis¬ 
covered  a  method  of  making  the  transgressors  suffer  in 
a  way  that  is  far  more  oppressive  than  the  mere  action 
of  a  sharp  legal  sentence.  Public  contempt  and  domestic 
neglect,  suspicion  following  the  ordinary  relations  of  life, 
and  the  withdrawl  of  all  confidence  from  the  culprit, 
these  are  social  sentences  that  are  harder  to  endure  than 
fines  or  imprisonment.  This  verdict  should  be  visited 
upon  political  treachery.  A  man  who,  through  honest 
change  of  opinion,  finds  himself  opposed  to  his  former 
principles,  and  to  the  people  who  elevated  him  because 
of  his  profession  of  those  principles,  has  an  easy  method 
of  escaping  from  his  self-imposed  thraldom  by  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  his  office.  In  the  lower  walks  of  life,  resigna¬ 
tions  for  this  cause  are  of  daily  occurrence.  It  does  not 
lessen  the  moral  turpitude  of  clinging  to  an  office  after 
the  official  has  ceased  to  represent  his  constituents,  be¬ 
cause  the  office  is  a  high  one  ;  it  rather  makes  the  offence 
more  marked  and  open  to  condemnation.  We  know  that 
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much  casuistry  has  been  and  may  be  expended  on  this 
subject,  but  the  conclusions  of  an  instinctively  honest 
mind  would  be  the  same  for  all  the  arguments.  Political 
honesty,  before  the  judgment  of  good  morals,  in  no  way 
differs  from  common  honesty.  The  practice  in  the  two 
cases  may  differ,  but  the  underlying  principle  is  the 
same  in  both.  Therefore,  the  members  of  the  League, 
who  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  endeavored  to  purify 
our  political  system,  should  set  their  faces  against  politi¬ 
cal  treachery  as  they  would  against  any  other  breach  of 
trust ;  and  refuse,  under  any  circumstances,  to  confide  a 
representative  office  to  one  who  has  formerly  been  false 
to  an  official  position. 

The  part  taken  by  the  League  in  aiding  the  assembling 
of  the  Convention  of  Southern  Unionists  in  this  City,  is 
a  subject  on  which  we  congratulate  our  members.  Not 
only  was  the  political  effect  of  the  Convention  as  power¬ 
ful  as  it  was  universal ;  but  following  so  closely  on  the 
hybrid  assemblage  of  our  opponents,  it  did  much  towards 
correcting  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  latter,  and  in  ex¬ 
posing  the  hollow  fraud  which  has  sought  to  be  foisted 
upon  the  people  by  the  ostentatious  but  hollow  truce 
which  had  apparently  been  negotiated  between  the  new 
patriots  of  the  northern  Democratic  party  and  the  con¬ 
quered  rebels  of  the  South.  We  are  grateful  to  the  loyal 
Southern  men  whom  we  welcomed  to  their  Convention 
for  the  wise  and  temperate  resolutions  which  expressed 
the  sense  of  their  meeting,  and  proved  how  little  gall  was 
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in  their  forgiving  natures,  even  after  they  had  suffered 
through  years  of  persecution,  and  were  well  aware  that, 
on  returning  to  their  homes,  they  would  be  subjected, 
both  in  their  persons  and  their  families,  to  a  worse  re¬ 
newal  of  their  trials.  The  effects  of  their  visit  to  our 
Institution,  have  also  been  productive  of  good  to  their 
cause  in  the  South.  Taking  copy  by  our  association,  and 
recognizing  the  strength  and  capabilities  of  organization, 
since  their  return  they  have  instituted  Union  Leagues 
amongst  themselves.  The  Secretary  is  in  receipt  of  many 
letters,  asking  for  aid  and  advice  in  the  constitution  of 
Southern  Leagues.  These  documents  are  necessarily 
kept  private  at  present,  because  the  Southern  Leagues 
are  as  yet  secret  bodies,  and  hold  their  meetings  at  great 
risk  to  their  members ;  but  their  letters  declare  that  the 
mask  of  secrecy  will  shortly  be  removed,  and  they  will 
enter  with  us  into  open  correspondence  and  co-operation. 

In  the  midst  of  the  late  political  campaign,  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempt  to  lire  the  League  House,  was  made  by 
some  cowardly  incendiary  who,  until  the  present  time, 
has  escaped  detection.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  be  able  to  report  that,  notwithstanding  the 
loss  and  the  inconvenience  occasioned  by  the  fire,  no 
work  in  which  the  League  was  then  engaged  was  in  any 
way  prevented,  or  even  postponed  for  a  single  day. 
Under  our  roofless  and  dripping  house,  the  various  com¬ 
mittees  of  our  body  went  steadily  on  with  their  duties, 
rather  inspirited  than  depressed  by  the  surrounding  deso- 
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lation.  Although  before  the  fire  we  considered  our  build¬ 
ing  and  furniture  to  he  fully  covered  by  insurance,  we 
afterwards  discovered  that  certain  things,  which  were 
matters  of  ornament,  were  not  protected  by  our  policies, 
and  by  their  destruction  the  League  sustained  a  pecuni¬ 
ary  loss.  The  committee  to  which  was  confided  the  re¬ 
pairing  of  damages  to  our  property,  after  intelligent  con¬ 
sideration,  resolved  on  many  alterations  and  improvements 
in  the  original  plan  of  our  house,  which  involved  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  a  sum  much  greater  than  that  which  had 
been  received  from  the  insurance.  The  necessity  of 
greater  cellar  room,  of  increased  accommodations  in  the 
dormitory  of  the  servants,  of  a  more  perfect  system  of 
heating  the  house,  of  additional  facilities  in  the  crowded 
laundry  department,  and  of  firmer  supports  to  certain 
parts  of  our  house,  had  long  been  known  to  the  Board 
of  Directors ;  and  it  was  thought  wise  to  make  all  these 
needed  alterations  in  our  building  at  a  time  when  the  fire 
had  anticipated  us  in  the  work  of  demolition.  The  late 
disaster  had  also  taught  us  that  we  should  guard  against 
its  recurrence,  and  make  the  building  as  near  fire-proof 
as  possible.  To  accomplish  this  end,  the  brick  partition 
walls  were  run  up  above  the  roof  and  formed  into  battle¬ 
ments,  thus  dividing  the  roof  into  separated  sections,  and 
the  whole  was  covered  with  metal  One  portion  of  the 
building  may  now  burn  out  without  danger  to  the  other 
parts,  and  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  communicate  a 
general  fire  to  the  roof,  which  is  necessarily  the  most 
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vulnerable  spot,  and  the  one  least  under  observation,  in 
our  whole  structure.  The  changes  could  not  be  accom¬ 
plished  without  a  large  outlay  of  money,  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  has  therefore  increased  the  annual  tax  for 
the  year  1867  by  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  which  will 
furnish  ample  funds  for  our  purposes,  and  will,  by  so 
much,  add  to  the  value  of  our  building.  It  is  not  con¬ 
sidered  that  this  increase  in  the  annual  tax  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  beyond  the  next  year,  and  we  trust  that  our 
members  will  bear  it  cheerfully,  in  view  of  the  many  ad¬ 
vantages  secured  by  it. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  League,  held  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  August,  in  this  year,  a  committee  of  seventy- 
six  members  of  the  League,  was  appointed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  employing  the  energies  and  resources  of  our 
Association  in  the  approaching  political  campaign.  How 
that  committee  acquitted  itself  in  the  performance  of  its 
patriotic  duties,  the  result  of  the  election  may  bear  wit¬ 
ness.  The  thanks  of  the  Governor  elect  and  of  the  State 
Central  Committee,  have  been  publicly  tendered  to  the 
League,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  for  our  assistance  in 
their  canvass,  and  the  deep  satisfaction  which  each  one 
of  us  feels  at  the  issue  of  the  arduous  contest,  is  a  suffi¬ 
cient  reward  for  our  voluntary  labors. 

The  most  powerful  adjunct  to  the  committee  of  seventy- 
six  was,  as  it  has  always  been,  the  intelligent  action  of 
the  the  Board  of  Publication.  Previous  to  the  election 
of  October  that  Board  had  distributed  eight  hundred  and 
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sixty-seven  thousand  and  fifty-eight  documents,  consist¬ 
ing  of  eighteen  millions  and  sixty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen  pages  of  sound  Union  doctrine. 
All  this  great  literary  work  has  been  quietly  accom¬ 
plished  ;  but  of  its  value,  in  the  grand  result,  no  man  can 
form  an  adequate  estimate.  Let  us  once  more  advise  our 
members  not  to  permit  the  Board  of  Publication  to  lan¬ 
guish  for  want  of  funds  wherewith  to  prosecute  its  noble 
career.  The  spread  of  true  knowledge  contains  within 
it  nothing  that  is  corrupting  to  the  popular  mind ;  and 
while  we  advance  our  cause  with  such  means  as  are 
furnished  by  the  Board  of  Publication,  we  may  smile  at 
the  harmless  slanders  which  our  opponents  have  heaped 
upon  our  Institution.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Fields  of  Boston,  for  the  generous 
manner  in  which  they  put  early  sheets  of  two  of  the 
brilliant  political  articles  of  the  “  Atlantic  Monthly”  at 
our  disposal,  and  permitted  us  to  print  them  for  our  pur¬ 
poses  even  in  advance  of  their  own  publication.  The 
cheerful,  unselfish  co-operation  of  the  Union  men  of  one 
part  of  the  country  with  those  in  another  formed  a  bright 
feature  in  the  darkest  days  of  the  late  war,  and  we  are 
happy  to  recognize  the  continuance  of  this  spirit  of  fra¬ 
ternity  until  the  present  hour. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  is  little  more 
than  a  list  of  losses  occasioned  by  fire  and  water  to  the 
perishable  property  which  they  have  in  charge.  Great 
damage  was  done  to  the  voluminous  files  of  newspapers 
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and  magazines  which  had  been  accumulating  since  the 
organization  of  the  League,  and  which  were  stored  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  building.  This  loss  cannot  be  supplied 
without  great  trouble  and  expense.  Our  members  are 
earnestly  requested  to  co-operate  with  the  committee  in 
the  proposed  extension  of  the  library,  so  that  it  may  not 
only  become  a  useful  department  of  our  Institution,  but 
a  collection  of  mark  in  the  City. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fine  Arts  and  Trophies 
is  also  little  more  than  an  array  of  losses  incident  to  the 
fire.  As  soon  as  our  rooms  are  in  proper  repair,  most 
of  the  works  which  we  possessed,  and  those  which  were 
loaned  to  us  by  our  members,  will  again  ornament  the 
walls,  in  as  good  condition  as  the  careful  exertions  of 
the  Committee  have  been  able  to  accomplish.  The  thanks 
of  the  League  are  due  to  Mr.  James  McHenry,  of  London, 
for  the  excellent  marble  bust  of  the  great  English  Liberal, 
Richard  Cobden,  with  which  Mr.  McHenry  has  adorned 
our  house,  in  commemoration  of  the  pleasant  visit  which 
he  and  his  English  friends  paid  to  us  during  the  past 
year.  Our  thanks  should  also  be  rendered  to  the  gener¬ 
ous  donors  of  the  admirable  portrait  of  that  wise  and 
steadfast  statesman,  the  Honorable  Thaddeus  Stevens, 
whose  visible  form  has  at  length  followed  his  patriotic 
spirit  into  a  house  where  that  spirit  has  long  been  do¬ 
mesticated  and  deeply  reverenced. 

The  Committee  on  Membership  report  that  during  this 
year  they  have  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Directors, 
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three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  candidates  for  admission 
to  membership  of  the  League.  The  Board  returns 
its  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  the  care  and  fidelity 
with  which  their  trust  has  been  discharged,  and  renews 
to  the  Committee  the  expression  of  confidence  contained 
in  our  last  Annual  Report. 

On  the  first  of  December,  1866,  the  roll  of  the  League 
contained  the  names  of  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy 
members.  Of  these  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  were 
elected  during  the  current  year.  We  deplore  the  loss 
of  twenty-two  of  our  members  by  death  ;  there  have  been 
fifty-four  who  have  resigned  their  membership,  and  six, 
after  having  been  suspended  from  membership  for  non¬ 
payment  of  their  annual  dues,  were  finally  dropped  from 
the  roll,  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws.  Once  more 
let  us  urge  upon  our  members  the  duty  of  inducing 
others  of  our  political  creed  to  join  in  our  Association, 
and  give  additional  weight  and  value  to  our  corporate 
action  by  their  welcome  presence  and  counsel. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  present  year,  have  been  laid  upon  the  table  for  ex¬ 
amination.  The  income  of  the  League,  to  the  first  of 
December,  1866,  amounted  to  eighty-five  thousand,  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 
The  disbursements  to  the  same  period  were  sixty-seven 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  two 
cents,  leaving  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  seventeen 
thousand,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and 
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eighteen  cents.  It  is  impossible  to  form  an  accurate  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  outstanding  bills  chargeable  against  this  sur¬ 
plus.  The  payments  for  the  repairs  of  the  damage  by 
the  tire  have  already  begun ;  and  there  were  various  ex¬ 
penses  incident  to  the  tire,  that  form  no  part  of  our  regu¬ 
lar  outlay,  which  the  Treasurer  was  obliged  to  meet 
during  the  present  year.  Notwithstanding  the  immense 
advance  in  the  prices  of  all  articles  used  in  our  establish¬ 
ment — an  advance  of  which  our  members  may  judge  by 
reference  to  their  domestic  affairs, — and  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  heavy  expenses  entailed  upon  us  by  the  tire 
and  the  additional  work  projected  in  our  plans  for  re¬ 
building  the  damaged  portions  of  the  house — the  Direc¬ 
tors  are  confident  that  with  the  small  increase  made  in 
the  annual  tax  for  the  year  1867,  and  a  system  of  proper 
economy,  the- incoming  Board  will  find  itself  in  a  position 
of  financial  ease,  and  that  the  close  of  the  next  year  will 
show  the  treasury  of  the  League  to  be  in  its  usual  flourish¬ 
ing  condition. 

The  general  prospects  of  the  League  were  never  more 
flattering  than  on  the  day  of  rendering  this  report.  An 
unabated  public  interest  precedes,  accompanies  and  fol¬ 
lows  every  movement  of  our  body.  Our  political  friends 
have  greeted  us  with  their  applause,  and  our  political 
enemies  have  honored  us  with  their  denunciations.  Both 
these  expressions  of  feeling  are  equally  tributes  that  re¬ 
cognize  our  services.  It  seems  as  though  nothing  more 
remains  to  us  than  to  persevere  steadily  in  our  old 
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courses,  and  to  follow  our  traditions  and  principles  to  the 
end.  We  are  satisfied  with  the  harmonious  spirit  that 
at  present  impels  our  Association,  and  can  only  hope  that 
it  will  never  decline  in  vigor  or  lapse  into  the  dangerous 
security  of  inaction.  Our  future  duties  are  plain  before 
us.  In  the  possible  struggle  that  may  at  no  distant  day 
arise  between  Congress  and  that  body  which  was  once 
our  Administration,  we  shall  stand  with  the  Congress  of 
our  recent  choice,  rather  than  with  the  men  who  have 
betrayed  us,  and  whom  we  have  also  repudiated.  Rumors 
come  to  us  from  the  Capitol  that  it  is  the  design  of  the 
Executive  to  seek  some  means  of  reconciliation  between 
himself  and  our  faithful  representatives.  Trust  him  not! 
The  friendship  of  such  a  man  is  the  most  dangerous 
thing  about  him.  The  first  treachery  may  be  his  crime, 
but  the  second  act  will  be  the  folly  of  his  victims.  With 
our  overwhelming  majorities  in  both  branches  of  Con¬ 
gress,  we  have  no  need  for  his  services  beyond  that 
limit  which  the  Constitution  imposes  upon  him.  We  all 
know  what  would  be  the  consequences  of  his  infringe¬ 
ment  of  that  sacred  document.  Warnings  are  already  in 
the  air  that  he  may  heed  or  not,  according  to  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  his  wisdom.  The  position  of  the  Union  Party, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  term  of  office,  is  an  assured 
one,  from  which  we  cannot  be  driven,  and  should  not  be 
seduced.  We  have  had  enough  of  compromises.  The 
“  Missouri  Compromise,”  which  now  almost  belongs  to 
our  ancient  history,  was  a  proof  of  the  short-sightedness 
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of  those  whcf  tamper  with  truth  and  justice,  for  the  sake 
of  temporary  peace.  Whenever  a  lie  or  a  false  principle 
arises  in  the  land,  let  us  strike  it  down ;  and  the  sooner 
the  blow  falls,  and  the  battle  is  fought  out  “  on  that  line,” 
the  better  for  all  concerned  in  the  contest.  To  postpone 
the  evil  day,  is  to  double  the  volume  of  its  wrath.  If 
we  Americans  have  not  taken  these  truths  to  heart,  we 
have  fought  through  a  long  wTar,  and  gained  great  results 
in  the  struggle,  but  we  have  gathered  little  wisdom  by 
the  way.  The  questions  between  us  and  the  people  of 
the  South  should  be  settled  but  in  one  way,  by  the  in¬ 
flexible  advancement  of  the  principles  for  which  we 
fought,  and  by  which  they  fell.  This  is  the  only  solution 
of  the  difficulties  which  our  people  will  tolerate,  and  it 
is  therefore  the  only  adjustment  that  can  be  permanent. 
Let  Congress  stand  by  the  time-tried  principles  of  the 
Union  Party,  let  us  stand  by  Congress  in  its  efforts  to 
put  those  principles  into  practice,  and  if  that  which  we 
call  “truth”  be  not  false  in  its  own  nature,  all  will  be 
well  with  us,  and  in  the  long  result  of  time,  all  will  be 
well  with  our  unreflecting  adversaries. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

GEO.  H.  BOKEB, 

Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


Philadelphia,  December  §,  1866. 


To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the 
aggregate  the  following  figures  : 

On  hand  Dec.  1,  1865,  cash  in  bank,  .  84,365  55 

838,600  Treasury  Notes,  costing  .  38,600  00 

- -  842,965  55 

Subject  to  a  temporary  loan  since  paid  off,  835,000  00 

Loss  on  sale  of  the  Treasury  Notes,  .  .  386  00  35,386  00 

Net  balance  from  last  year,  .  .  .  7,579  55 

Entrance  fee  from  291  members,  at  825,  .  87,275  00 

Annual  tax  from  9  members  for  1865,  at 
825,  .......  225  00 

Annual  tax  from  26  members  for  1865,  at 

812  50, .  325  00 

Annual  tax  from  1798  members  for  1866,  at 

825,  .......  44,950  00 

Annual  tax  from  164  members  for  1866,  at 

812  50, .  2,050  00 

Annual  tax  from  4  members  for  1867,  at 

835, .  140  00 

-  54,965  00 

From  Insurance  Companies  for  damage  by 

fire  to  building,  .....  10,663  01 

From  Insurance  Companies  for  damage  by 

fire  to  household  effects,  .  .  .  9,757  4£j 

Billiards, .  2,863  19 


885,828  20 
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Amount  Forward,  .... 

EXPENDITURES. 

Interest  paid  on  Bonds,  .  $7,200  00 

a  u  Loans,  .  920  12 

$8,120  12 

Less  interest  rec’d  for  loans,  2,035  82 
Beal  Estate,  ...... 

Households  Effects,  ..... 

Trustees  of  Sinking  Fund, 

Amount  thus  far  paid  and  charged  to  loss 
by  fire  to  building,  .... 

Amount  thus  far  paid  and  charged  to  loss 
by  fire  to  household  effects,  . 

John  Crump  on  account  of  contract  for  re¬ 
pairs  to  building,  .  .  .  .  . 

Expenses,  ...... 

Balance  on  hand  in  bank, . 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Ward  B.  Haseltine, 
Andrew  Wheeler, 
Augustus  Heaton, 


$6,084  30 
1,129  43 
13,434  08 
2,000  00 

1,114  51 

2,348  98 

7,824  31 
33,995  41 


* 
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$85,828  20 


67,931  02 
$17,897  18 


Auditors. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


On  this,  the  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Union 
League,  our  members  may  justly  congratulate  them¬ 
selves  on  what  now  appears  to  be  the  successful  issue 
of  our  patriotic  mission.  The  greater  objects  of  our  as¬ 
sociation  have  all  been  accomplished.  The  military 
power  of  the  rebellion  has  shown  no  sign  of  life,  how¬ 
ever  feeble,  since  it  fell  beneath  the  blows  which  our 
great  captain  dealt  it  between  the  Wilderness  and  the 
Appomattox.  Slavery  has  been  totally  abolished  ;  the 
freedman  has  been  converted  into  a  citizen ;  and  with 
all  the  disadvantages  of  his  new  position,  and  the  per¬ 
verse  opposition  of  his  former  masters,  he  is  rapidly 
acquiring  knowledge,  intelligence,  wealth,  and  the  diffi¬ 
cult  art  of  self-government.  Indeed,  he  appears  better 
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able  to  do  without  his  master  than  his  master  is  able  to 
do  without  him ;  for  almost  all  the  industry  which  the 
South  has  developed  since  the  rebellion,  seems  to  be 
confined  to  the  negro  race,  in  its  struggle  from  abject 
poverty  towards  self-support  and  independence.  The 
Union  has  been  thoroughly  restored,  and  its  power  has 
been  shown  over  every  part  of  the  South,  not  only  by 

the  re-admission  of  those  States  which  have  wisely 

•/ 

j 

accepted  the  Reconstruction  Laws,  but  by  the  stern 
hand  with  which  it  holds  aloof  those  conquered  ter¬ 
ritories  that  reject  these  mild  enactments.  It  was  not 
to  be  supposed  that,  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
the  South  would  at  once  settle  into  peace,  and  resume 
its  old  relations  with  the  Union,  as  though  the  bond  had 
never  been  severed.  The  wficked  authors  of  the  rebel¬ 
lion  had  evoked  passions  which  nothing  but  the  slow 
process  of  time  could  allay.  In  consequence,  throughout 
the  South,  there  have  been  local  turbulence,  local  riots 
and  bloodshed,  and  a  general  indisposition  to  submit  to 
the  restraints  of  law.  These  are  the  natural  results  of 
passing  from  a  state  of  war  to  one  of  peace,  and  to  the 
disbanding  of  a  large  army  of  unemployed  and  needy 
men,  whose  military  schooling  had  certainly  taught 
them  no  reverence  for  the  necessary  compromises  of 
civil  life.  It  has  been  the  wonder  of  Europe  that  the 
vast  army  of  the  North  dropped  its  weapons  with  so 
eager  an  alacrity,  and  disappeared  amidst  our  citizens  as 
the  waves  sink  into  the  level  waters  after  the  tempest  is 


overblown.  With  us  the  quiet  disarming  of  our  people 
excited  no  surprise ;  and  we  smiled  at  the  adverse  pre¬ 
dictions  at  the  time  that  they  were  ignorantly  uttered. 
Notwithstanding  the  scenes  of  violence  which  here  and 

c _ / 

there  disfigure  the  South,  no  calm  observer  can  fail  to 
see  that  the  general  tendency  of  all  things,  even  in  the 
wildest  and  most  lawless  parts  of  that  war-stricken  land, 
is  towards  reorganization,  a  revival  of  mechanical  and 
agricultural  industry,  and  that  tranquility  and  respect 
for  lawr  which  these  blessings  inevitably  bring  in  their 
train.  To  labor  in  some  way  for  existence  is  the  com¬ 
mon  condition  of  life  to  the  mass  of  Americans.  They 
cannot  live  on  riots,  however  bloody,  midnight  assassina¬ 
tions,  however  cowardly,  or  on  any  organized  violence 
that  unhinges  the  frame  of  society,  and  makes  profitable 

industry  impossible.  The  actors  in  these  deeds  must 

✓ 

starve  at  their  employment ;  and  there  is  no  sterner 
monitor  of  peace  than  approaching  want.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  idle  and  mischievous  spirits  of  the  South  will 
learn  wisdom  of  their  own  shrewd  experience,  before  the 
armed  law,  which  .will  shortly  be  extended  over  them 
and  honestly  enforced,  shall  teach  them  their  duties  in 
an  irresistible  manner.  Who  can  doubt,  from  the  hints 
dropped  in  the  Commanding  General’s  late  Report,  that 

t 

during  the  term  of  that  supreme  office  which  he  is  about 
to  assume,  the  condition  of  affairs  will  be  greatly  ame¬ 
liorated  in  the  South ;  that  a  security,  hitherto  unknown, 
will  be  established  for  every  class  of  its  citizens  ;  that 


G  / 

all  reasonable  moral  and  political  ideas  may  there 
be  publicly  expressed  without  fear  of  persecution ;  and 
that,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  late  slavehold¬ 
ers,  the  whole  land  will1  be  made  prosperous,  peaceful 

i 

and  happy. 

On  the  elevation  of  General  Grant  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  Republic,  by  a  majority  so  overwhelming 
as  to  remind  us  of  the  completeness  of  his  former  tri¬ 
umphs  in  the  field,  we  must  look  with  peculiar  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Ours  was  the  first  public  body  that  nominated 
General  Grant  for  the  office  to  which  he  has  been  elected. 
We  adhered  to  him  with  fidelity  when  the  claims  of 
other  candidates  of  worth  were  pressed  upon  our  con¬ 
sideration.  We  sustained  his  canvass  with  unabated 
zeal,  and  with  all  the  force  of  our  various  resources, 
until  his  complete  victory  was  assured.  The  vast 
popular  majority  by  which  General  Grant  was  declared 
to  be  the  choice  of  the  nation  for  President,  should  be  a 
source  of  pride  to  every  American,  proving  as  it  does 
that  iu  our  day,  and  as  we  trust  it  will  be  hereafter,  we 
may  rely  with  full  faith  upon  the  fitness  of  our  people 
for  self-government,  and  have  no  fear  of  the  issue  when 
they  are  called  upon  to  choose  at  the  polls  between 
honesty  and  dishonesty,  truth  and  treachery,  right  and 
wrong.  To  say,  as  is  said  by  our  adversaries,  that 
General  Grant  was  elected  on  his  personal  popularity, 
or  because  of  his  illustrious  warlike  fame,  is  to  state 
the  case  most  unfairly,  not  only  for  him  as  President, 
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but  for  the  millions  of  honest  and  patriotic  men  who  cast 
their  votes  for  him  as  the  representative  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  for  which  their  kindred  had  perished.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  General  Grant,  with  all  the  serious 
candor  of  his  pure  character,  accepted  the  declaration  of 
principles  made  at  Chicago,  when  he  accepted  his  nomi¬ 
nation,  and  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  canvass 
he  stood  silently  but  firmly  by  the  faith  of  his  party. 
He  is  not  a  man  to  forget  obligations  even  tacitly  as¬ 
sumed.  To  his  mind  a  step  taken,  or  a  deed  done,  has 
all  the  force  of  a  profession  in  words,  and  carries  with  it 
a  moral  covenant  from  which  he  has  no  power  and  no 
.  wish  to  escape.  We  conceive  that  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  Party  are  those  which  most  commend  them¬ 
selves  to  the  integrity  of  such  a  mind  as  General  Grant’s. 
These  principles  must  be  endowed  with  the  immortality 
of  truth  itself.  They  have  resisted  every  human  agency 
that  has  arisen  to  overthrow  them.  We  could  weary 
you  with  enumerating  the  perils  through  which,  at  one 
time  or  another,  the  creed  of  republicanism  lias  passed. 
Injudicious  friends,  passionate  counsellors,  unwise  meas¬ 
ures,  halting  and  insufficient  legislation,  financial  embar¬ 
rassments,  monetary  panics,  high  prices,  high  taxes,  the 
unpopular  rigor  of  military  rule — these  things  have  been 
urged  against  us  with  unscrupulous  cunning  by  our  po¬ 
litical  enemies ;  and  in  addition,  the  ungrateful  traitor, 
who  will  shortly  retire  with  no  regret  but  his  own, 
has  through  four  long  years  used  the  immense  influence 
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of  his  power  'and  patronage  solely  to  disorganize  the 
party  which  elected  him  to  office  ;  and  yet  the  princi¬ 
ples  for  which  Lincoln  yielded  up  his  earthly  life,  seem 
to  be  as  enduring  as  the  soul  of  their  faithful  martyr. 
To-day  the  Republican  Party  stands  before  the  world  in 
fuller  strength  of  numbers,  with  as  enthusiastic  a  con¬ 
fidence  in  itself,  as  firm  a  faith  in  its  future,  and  as  evi¬ 
dent  a  prospect  of  endurance,  as  at  any  point  in  its 
grand  career.  Who  shall  say  what  destiny  may  be  re¬ 
served  for  it  with  its  present  hold  upon  the  people’s 
affections,  its  irresistible  majority  in  Congress,  and  a 
harmonious  administration  to  wield  its  executive  func¬ 
tions,  or  to  what  heights  of  glory  it  may  not  advance 
our  beloved  land  among  the  nations  of  the  earth ! 

The  present  year  has  been  made  memorable  to  us  by 
the  reception  given  to  one  whom  we  all  revere,  and  who 
on  that  occasion  crossed  our  threshold  for  the  first 
time — to  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  the  Honorable 
Edwin  M.  Stanton.  He  came  among  us  suffering  from 
his  gigantic  labors,  a  living  testimony  of  the  prodigious 
history  through  which  he  had  lived,  and  through  which 
he  had  carried  his  grateful  country ;  and  yet  he  came 

i 

cheerfully,  glad  to  testify,  in  any  manner  that  he  might, 
his  fidelity  to  the  cause  which  we  represent.  The  sac¬ 
rifice  which  he  made  for  us  of  his  personal  comfort  was 
evident  to  all  who  had  known  him  amid  the  cares  of  the 
War  Office,  when  he  everywhere  impressed  upon  the 
terrible  struggle  of  our  day  the  broad  mark  of  his  vigor- 
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ous  personality.  We  felt  it  to  be  a  privilege  to  press  in 
our  own  the  strong  hand  that  had  pointed  the  paths  of 
armies,  to  hear  the  voice  that  had  been  the  wisest  in  his 
country’s  councils  ;  knowing,  as  we  did,  that  the  hand 
was  unstained  by  the  millions  that  it  had  distributed, 
and  that  the  voice  had  never  been  raised  but  on  the  side 
of  right.  May  time  soon  restore  to  him  his  accustomed* 
health  and  energy ;  so  that  his  large  intellectual  powers 
may  again  be  employed  for  the  national  benefit  in  the 
cabinet  conferences  of  the  new  administration  !  It  is  no 
breach  of  propriety  now  to  say  that  amidst  the  severe 
distractions  of  his  duties,  when  the  war  was  at  its 
height,  Mr.  Stanton  watched  the  movements  of  our  asso¬ 
ciation  with  careful  interest,  that  any  suggestion  from 
the  officers  of  the  League  was  listened  to  with  profound 
respect,  and  that  he,  without  question,  used  the  whole 
power  of  his  office  to  carry  out  our  patriotic  plans. 

The  late  visit  of  the  President  elect  to  the  League 
House  was  intentionally  of  so  private  a  character,  and 
his  reception  of  our  members  was  so  strictly  confined  to 
our  own  body,  that  a  public  mention  of  the  occasion  may 
seem  to  be  a  step  beyond  rigid  propriety.  That  event 
is,  however,  too  marked  a  one  in  the  annals  of  the 
League  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  It  may  be  enough 
to  say  that  General  Grant  was  pleased  with  his  visit, 
that  he  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  every  movement  which 
was  made  in  his  behalf,  that  he  again  and  again  acknowl- 
edged  the  services  which  the  League  had  done  him,  and 
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that  when  he  parted  from  us,  it  was  as  the  parting  of  old 

*  * 

and  well-tried  friends. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  League,  held  on  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  August,  the  usual  Committee  of  Fifty  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  conduct  our  affairs  in  the  approaching  politi¬ 
cal  contest.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the 
Committee  for  the  arduous  labors  performed  by  them 
throughout  the  struggle.  We  have  all  been  witnesses 

of  the  manner  in  which  our  share  in  the  canvass  was 

\ 

conducted,  and  of  the  result  of  our  efforts  as  exhibited 
on  the  third  day  of  November.  The  loss  to  us  of  the 
City  in  October,  through  a  system  of  frauds  hitherto 
unapproached  in  the  political  history  of  our  State,  caused 
no  dismay  to  your  Committee ;  but  rather  stimulated 
them  to  the  further  exertion  which  seemed  to  be  neces¬ 
sary  in  order  to  carry  the  Presidential  election.  These 
frauds,  and  the  manner  of  their  performance,  are  now 
before  our  eyes ;  and  the  wretched  moral  spectacle  ex¬ 
hibited  by  our  opponents,  should  impress  upon  all  good 
citizens,  of  whatever  political  faith,  the  necessity  of  re¬ 
straining  the  wrong  doers,  as  other  criminals  are  re¬ 
strained,  by  the  power  of  the  law.  We  should  urge 
upon  our  legislators  the  immediate  importance  of  passing 
a  proper  Constitutional  Registry  Law,  of  imposing  the 
legal  penalty  of  perjury  upon  the  officers  of  elections 
who  may  violate  their  oaths,  and  of  so  amending  the 
enactments  relating  to  the  naturalization  of  foreigners, 
that  the  responsibility  of  the  act  may  rest  upon  some 
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high  official,  and  that  so  grave  a  duty  as  that  of  confer¬ 
ring  the  rights  of  citizenship,  may  not  he  loosely  per¬ 
formed  by  the  subordinate  officers  of  our  Courts.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  result  of  the  cases  of  contested  elections 
now  pending,  the  evidence  of  fraud  is  conclusive  by  the 
simplest  arithmetical  computations,  and  this  fact  should 
be  sufficient  to  cause  us  to  demand  such  legislation  as 
-may  make  the  perpetration  of  like  frauds  impossible  for 
the  future. 

We  return  thanks  to  the  State  Central  Committee  for 
their  hearty  co-operation  with  our  Committee  of  Fifty 
in  the  joint  work  which  was  deputed  to  them.  The 
Chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee  has  been  un¬ 
sparing  in  his  commendation  of  your  Committee’s  zeal 
and  services  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  we  say  to  that 
gentleman  that  never  have  relations  between  two  political 
organizations  been  more  agreeable  and  trustful  than  our 
relations  with  him  and  the  members  of  his  Committee. 

The  awards  for  the  Prize  Essays  on  the  legal  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  people  to  select  candidates  for  office,  have 
been  made  during  the  current  year.  The  prizes  were 
adjudged  according  to  the  order  of  merit  and  usefulness 
displayed  in  the  essays.  Although  the  essays  have 
opened  no  royal  road  towards  a  solution  of  the  difficult 
subject,  they  have  thrown  much  light,  both  historical 
and  theoretical,  upon  the  path  of  the  future  explorer, 
and  we  commend  them  in  their  printed  form  to  the  care¬ 
ful  consideration  of  political  thinkers. 
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The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  displays  an 
activity  in  that  department  hitherto  unequalled.  Since 
the  date  of  the  last  report,  there  have  been  distributed 
throughout  the  State,  one  million  four  hundred  and  six- 
teen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  six  printed  documents. 
The  amount  of  matter  thus  circulated  appears  enormous 
even  to  us  who  are  accustomed  to  the  large  figures  of 
the  Board,  and  induces  us  to  believe  that  the  system  by* 
which  this  vast  distribution  was  made,  must  be  one  ap- 

\ 

proaching  to  perfection.  It  is  w7ith  d.eep  regret  that  we 
announce  the  fact  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Publication  is  about  to  retire,  not  only  from  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  but  from  the  office 
of  Director  of  the  League,  It  would  not  be  becoming 
in  us  to  eulogize  the  services  of  a  member  of  our  own 
body,  however  deserving  of  public  praise;  and  we  there¬ 
fore  confide  the  merits  of  our  associate  to  the  feelings  of 
our  fellow  members,  assured  that  they  will  sympathize 
with  us  in  the  irreparable  loss  which  his  absence  will  be 
to  our  future  counsels  and  labors. 

The  Library  Committee  report  few  additions  to  our 
literary  stock  during  the  present  year;  but  in  accord¬ 
ance  wuth  a  resolution  passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  League,  the  Board  of  Directors  have  made  ari 
appropriation  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase 
of  books.  This  sum  the  Committee  is  now  expending  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  library,  by  gathering  upon  our 
shelves  those  books  of  reference  which  are  of  the  first  im- 


13 


portance  in  well  ordered  collections ;  so  that  early  in  the 
coming  year  our  library  will  he  something  more  than  a 
mere  heterogenous  assemblage  of  volumes.  As  this  ap¬ 
propriation  to  the  library  will  probably  be  made  from 
year  to  year,  our  members  may  yet  have  within  their 
walls  a  selection  of  works  in  which  they  may  feel  just 
pride. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  states 
that  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  they  have  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  Board  of  Directors  the  names  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  candidates  for  membership  of  the  League, 
and  that  twenty-six  names  are  now  upon  the  Book  of 
Candidates  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Committee  at  their 
next  stated  meeting.  The  Committee  strongly  advise 
that  in  all  cases  in  which  members  of  the  League  reals- 
ter  the  names  of  their  friends  upon  the  Book  of  Candi¬ 
dates,  they  will  also  represent  their  candidate’s  claims 
for  membership  to  one  or  more  of  the  Committee.  The 
omission  to  perform  this  necessary  duty,  has  postponed 
the  election  of  many  worthy  candidates,  simply  from 
the  want  of  proper  information  in  the  Committee,  and 
has  given  rise  to  much  unpleasant  comment  and  need¬ 
less  ill  feelimr. 

c_> 

On  the  first  day  of  December,  18G8,  the  roll  of  the 
League  bore  the  names  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-five  members.  Of  this  number  one  hundred 
and  seventy-six  were  elected  during  the  year.  We  have 
lost,  during  the  same  period,  twenty-six  members  by 
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death,  seventy-seven  by  resignation,  one  was  dropped 
from  the  roll,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  were  sus¬ 
pended  for  the  non-payment  of  their  annual  dues.  This 
statement  shows  a  falling  off  of  forty  in  our  numbers 
since  the  date  of  our  last  Annual  Report.  We  have 
always  urged  upon  our  members  the  duty  which  each 
one  owes  to  the  Association  to  increase  our  numbers  by 
every  proper  means,  and  we  repeat  the  recommendation 
with  the  assurance  that  the  League  might  double  its 
present  membership  without  overcrowding  the  spacious 
accommodations  of  our  house. 

The  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  present  year  are  before  the  meeting  for  inspection. 
The  income  of  the  League  for  the  year  ending  December 
first,  1868,  was  fifty- three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  which,  together  with 
the  surplus  of  the  preceding  year,  amounted  to  fifty-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and 
eighty-nine  cents.  The  disbursements  for  the  same 
period  were  forty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine 
dollars  and  eleven  cents,  leaving  a  surplus,  after  deduct¬ 
ing  the  two  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  the  Library, 
of  fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dol¬ 
lars  and  seventy-eight  cents.  There  are  no  outstanding 
bills  to  decrease  this  surplus.  In  view  of  our  prosperous 
financial  condition,  the  Board  of  Directors  have  fixed  the 
annual  tax  for  the  coming  year  at  twenty-five  dollars. 

Looking  towards  the  future,  everything  seems  fair  for 
our  Association,  and  for  the  great  Union  Party  which 
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we  represent.  Our  political  opponents,  marshalled  by 
the  same  captains  that  led  the  armies  of  the  rebellion, 
professing  the  same  destructive  principles  that  animated 
their  hearts  through  that  luckless  struggle,  as  warm  in 
their  animosity  to  the  Union  as  when  they  stood  steel 
to  steel  with  us  upon  the  battle-field,  worshipers  of  the 
same  idols,  utterers  of  the  same  party-shouts,  whose 
platform  was  prepared,  whose  candidates  were  chosen 
for  them  by  their  former  Southern  masters,  with  all 
their  old  arrogance,  rancor  and  faith  in  worn-out  false¬ 
hoods,  narrow-minded  political  bigots  who  neither  learn 
from  the  present  nor  forget  the  past — these  men,  with 
all  the  strength  which  they  could  muster  into  their  ranks 
from  ignorance,  vice,  and  the  prejudices  of  race,  were  as 
thoroughly  beaten  and  humiliated  in  their  last  struggle 
at  the  ballot-box,  as  they  were  when,  in  kindred  spirit, 
and  for  the  same  declared  purpose,  they  simultaneously 
fought  at  Gettysburg  and  rioted  in  New  York.  They 
will  never  again  dare  to  array  themselves  before  the 
American  people  with  a  like  declaration  of  principles 
and  of  policy,  with  like  candidates,  or  the  same  set  of 
party  leaders.  Hereafter  it  will  not  do  to  show  the 
bloody  hand  of  the  Southern  traitor  in  any  party  that 
proposes  to  ask  the  suffrage  of  loyal  men.  They  must 
choose  another  line  of  approach  to  popular  favor ;  and 
they  know  it.  Perhaps  they  will  array  themselves  in 
our  old  uniform,  and  claim  to  be  the  men  who  were 
truly  loyal  during  the  war ;  or  strive  to  take  a  step  be¬ 
yond  us  in  our  own  path,  and  clamor  for  negro  suff- 
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race  in  the  North  with  the  same  vehemence  that 
awhile  ago  they  clamored  for  negro  slavery  in  the 
South.  Nothing  is  too  impudent  for  this  audacious 
party,  provided  thereby  it  may  creep  into  political 
power,  and  once  more  distribute  the  Government  offices, 
and  finger  the  tenacious  public  gold.  We  who  remem¬ 
ber  shall  smile  when  that  time  comes — we  who  have 
always  claimed  to  be  patriots  rather  than  politicians ; 

*  for  it  will  be  the  hour  of  our  supreme  triumph  and  of 
the  vindication  of  those  principles  which  we  have  sup¬ 
ported  and  shall  support  to  the  end.  Meanwhile,  as 
this  good  work  of  political  conversion  is  advancing,  let 
us  pursue  our  way,  and  carry  out  to  their  logical  con¬ 
clusions,  those  great  moral  issues  which  have  heretofore 
given  strength,  vitality,  and  wonderful  recuperative 
power  to  our  party  before  the  people.  Let  us  give  a 
generous  and  confiding  support  to  the  administration 
about  to  be  formed  for  the  general  good,  and  sustain 
with  our  encouraging  voices  the  first  step  in  public 
affairs  that  may  be  made  by  our  illustrious  chief.  In 
him  we  have  honesty,  capability,  purity  of  heart,  single¬ 
ness  of  purpose,  and  a  will  that  nothing  but  rational 
truth  can  bend.  Let  us  see  these  high  qualities  through 
all  his  actions,  and  trust  him  and  be  trusted  by  him;  so 
that  our  ideas  of  policy  and  his  execution  of  the  popular 
will  may  be  as  one  and  indivisible. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

George  H.  Boker, 

Secretary. 


APPENDIX 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1868. 


To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia : 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned,  auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  ex¬ 
amined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in 
the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : 


Balance  from  last  year,  being  cash  in  bank 

on  December  1,  1867,  ....  $6,202  29 

Entrance  fee  from  6  members  for  1867,  at 

$25,  .  ' . .  $150  00 

Annual  tax  from  15  members  for  1867,  at 

$35, .  525  00 

Annual  tax  from  6  members  for  1867,  at 
$17  50,  .....  105  00 

Entrance  fee  from  170  members  for  1868, 

at  $25, .  4,250  00 

Annual  tax  from  1705  members  for  1868, 
at  $25,  42,625  00 

Annual  tax  from  100  members  for  1868,  at 

$12  50, .  1,250  00 

Annual  tax  from  5  members  for  1869,  at 
$25,  .......  125  00 

- -  $49,030  00 

From  Billiards,  .....  4,556  60 


* 


l 


$59,788  89 


y 
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Amount  Forward,  .......  $59,788  89 

EXPENDITURES. 


House  and  Lot  on  Moravian  Street,  . 

872 

80 

Int.  on  Bonds  and  Ground  Bent,  $7,260  00 

Less  Interest  received  on  Loans,  1,323  79 

5,936 

21 

Trustees  of  Sinking  Fund, 

2,000 

00 

Household  Effects,  ..... 

437 

49 

Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurances, 

303 

08 

Expenses,  ...... 

33,159 

53 

41,909  1 

Balance,  ..... 

817,879  7 

In  $10,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  costing, 

810,718 

75 

In  $6000  Loan  on  Call,  at  6  per  cent., 

6,000 

00 

Cash  in  Bank,  ..... 

1,161 

03 

$17,879  78 


411  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Ward  B.  Haseltine, 

E.  C.  Knight,  l  Auditors. 

Augustus  Heaton,  ) 
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The  views  regarding  national  affairs,  expressed  by 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  annual  report  for  the 
year  1869,  need  not  be  repeated  in  the  present  report. 
Another  survey  of  the  political  position  would  only 
be  a  repetition,  in  other  terms,  of  opinions  previously 
expressed,  the  justness  of  which  have  been  sufficiently 
confirmed  by  the  course  of  the  Administration  during 
the  past  year.  This  course  is  open  to  public  scrutiny ; 
and  the  criticism  which  may  have  assailed  particular 
acts,  or  called  into  question  the  soundness  of  certain 
lines  of  policy,  has  but  slightly  diminished  the  general 
satisfaction  with  the  main  movement  and  faithful  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  government.  The  ideas  of  the  Union  Party 
have  been  carried  out  to  their  logical  issues ;  no  great 
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principles  have  been  forsaken ;  there  has  been  no  tem¬ 
porizing  with  the  opinions  of  our  opponents,  nor  with 
the  men  who  hold  them.  There  has  been  no  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  treachery  in  the  minds  of  the  most  watchful  of 
our  political  guardians.  Those  who  remember  our  con¬ 
dition  during  the  administration  of  Andrew  Johnson, 
and  the  perpetual  alarm  which  preceded  and  followed 
each  act  of  his  conceiving,  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the 
calm  which  fell  upon  the  land  on  the  accession  of  his 
successor.  Under  the  peaceful  administration  of  Pre¬ 
sident  Grant,  the  country,  left  to  its  own  resources,  and 
scarcely  feeling  the  hand  which  directs  it,  has  gradu¬ 
ally  returned  towards  that  condition  of  prosperity  and 
of  material  progress  which  was  our  boast  before  the 
war,  and  which,  as  all  things  indicate,  will  be  our  con¬ 
dition  in  the  future.  The  wounds  of  battle,  which  bled 
but  yesterday,  are  now  scarcely  felt  as  scars  even  upon 
the  sensitive  bosom  of  the  South.  One  by  one  the 
Southern  Commonwealths  have  reorganized  their  gov¬ 
ernments — now  happily  freed  from  stain  and  reproach, 
or  the  tendency  to  sudden  passion  which  always  accom¬ 
panies  conscious  sin; — and  quietly  returning  to  their 
allegiance,  they  have  resumed  their  former  career ;  once 
more  spreading  before  the  markets  of  the  world  their 
enormous  agricultural  wealth,  and  steadily  draining  the 
purse  of  Europe  of  the  precious  metals,  so  much  needed 
for  our  own  stability.  Before  the  end  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  last  seceded  State  will  be  re- 
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admitted  into  the  Union,  and  the  dreadful  book  which 
chronicles  the  effects  of  the  Rebellion  will  he  written  to 
its  last  line  and  closed  forever.  In  view  of  the  vast  war 
raging  between  the  two  greatest  powers  of  Europe — a  war 
which  compels -all  the  other  powers  to  stand  with  swords 
half  drawn,  and  which  at  any  moment  may  plunge  them 
all  into  the  conflict — we  who  know  from  hitter  experi¬ 
ence  what  war  really  is,  may  thank  Glod  for  the  breadth 
of  the  oceans  around  us,  for  boundaries  of  which  no 
potentate  is  envious,  and  for  a  form  of  government 
which  confides  its  supreme  power  to  no  fallible  indi¬ 
vidual. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  December,  1869,  the 
League  was  called  together,  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  illustrious  patriot  who,  during  the  try¬ 
ing  days  of  the  Rebellion,  held  the  post  of  Secretary 
of  War.  It  would  be  a  superfluous  effort  to  attempt  to 
do  additional  honor  to  the  fame  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton. 
His  name  has  already  passed  into  history  as,  certainly, 
the  second  name  among  the  heroic  civilians  whose 
labors  were  performed  at  the  forfeit  of  their  lives.  It 
subtracts  no  honor  from  the  reputation  of  any  man,  to 
say  that  he  followed  where  Lincoln  led ;  or  that  he 
occupies  among  the  departed  the  same  relation  which 
he  bore  to  his  great  leader  among  the  living.  It  will 
he  satisfactory  for  the  members  of  the  League  to  know 
that  the  sympathy  expressed  in  our  resolutions  was 
gratefully  received  by  the  family  of  Stanton,  as  the 
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heartfelt  utterance  of  an  association  for  which  the 
deceased  statesman  had  the  highest  regard  during  his 
life. 

Within  the  present  year,  the  members  of  the  League 
have  had  cause  to  deplore  an  event  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  our  institution, — the  death  of  a  President. 
Horace  Binney,  Jr.  followed  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
summons,  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  fullness  of  his 
mental  vigor  and  usefulness.  In  him  the  country  lost 
a  ripe  scholar,  an  unselfish  patriot,  and  an  example 
of  moral  worth  and  Christian  virtue  seldom  combined  in 
the  character  of  a  single  man.  His  life-long  friend, 
Doctor  Charles  J.  Stille,  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
public  and  the  private  services  of  our  late  President 
before  your  assembled  body,  and  this  admirable  memoir 
will  serve  as  an  enduring  monument,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  a  man  who,  for  the  good  of  humanity,  can¬ 
not  be  too  long  remembered.  The  relations  of  Horace 
Binney,  Jr.,  to  the  League  were  intimate  and  valuable 
from  the  foundation  of  our  institution,  and  through  its 
whole  stirring  career,  until,  amidst  general  sorrow,  he 
passed  away  from  life,  and  relinquished  the  highest 
office  which  we  could  bestow  upon  his  recognized  claims 
to  our  favor.  We  rejoice  that  the  name  of  Horace 
Binney,  Jr.  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  League, 
and  that  in  conferring  upon  him  our  chief  honors,  we 
have  honored  ourselves  by  making  his  pure  life  a  part 
of  our  history. 
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On  the  fourth  day  of  April  last,  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  called  together  to  testify  their 
respect  to  the  memory  of  Major-General  George  H. 
Thomas,  who,  during  his  services  in  the  field,  had  been 
voted  the  honorary  medal  of  the  League,  and  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  at  all  times  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  our  es¬ 
tablishment.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  proper 
resolutions  were  passed  and  ordered  to  be  published, 
and  the  Board  in  a  body  attended  the  meeting  of  sol¬ 
diers  and  citizens  which  was  publicly  held  on  the  same 
evening.  Where  a  whole  nation  is  the  mourner,  the 
voice  of  any  association,  however  influential,  is  scarcely 
heard  amidst  the  general  grief ;  but  on  the  death  of  this 
spotless  man  and  perfect  soldier,  sorrow  became  a  duty, 
and  indifference  worse  than  pitiable.  The  members  of 
the  League  should  feel  a  solemn  satisfaction  that  during 
the  present  year  the  Directors  have  obtained  one  of  the 
very  few  existing  portraits  of  General  Thomas, — a  pic¬ 
ture  which  will  serve  to  keep  alive  the  remembrance  of 
features  that  are  associated  with  deathless  deeds,  and 
transmit  that  noble  association  to  posterity. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  League  was  held  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  October  last,  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
sidering  a  proposed  application  to  the  Legislature  for 
the  call  of  a  Convention  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  resolutions  offered  at  that  meeting 
were  adopted  almost  unanimously.  The  few  objections 

which  were  made  to  them  related  rather  to  form  than 
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to  substance.  In  view  of  the  opinions  expressed  at  the 
meeting,  the  Board  of  Directors  earnestly  urge  upon 
our  members,  and  upon  the  Committee  especially 
charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  movement,  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  constant  and  strenuous  exertion  to  accomplish 
the  purpose  with  which  we  set  out.  The  importance  of 
the  matter  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  and  by  all  right 
minded  citizens,  irrespective  of  party.  In  carrying  out 
our  design,  we  shall  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  best  men  of  opposing  politics.  We  have  received 
an  intimation  that  a  committee  of  gentlemen  from  the 
Democratic  party  will  be  appointed  to  confer  with  and 
assist  our  Committee  in  its  labors.  The  Governor  of 
the  State  and  many  members  of  the  Legislature  have 
assured  us  of  their  conviction  of  the  necessity  for  the 
proposed  Convention.  It  is  not  for  us  at  present  to  say 
what  particular  changes  should  be  made  in  the  organic 
law  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  questions  that  arise  may 
be  properly  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention,  and 
to  the  knowledge  which  will  be  educed  through  its  con¬ 
ferences.  The  work  which  we  have  in  hand  is  simply 
to  bring  about  the  holding  of  a  Convention,  and  so  to 
direct  our  influence  that  the  Legislature  may  be  induced 
to  grant  our  petition  to  that  effect.  What  measures 
will  probably  succeed  in  gaining  our  end  is  a  question 
left  to  the  decision  of  your  Committee,  and  with  those 
who  may  co-operate  in  our  design.  Our  recommenda¬ 
tion  is  that  the  affair  should  be  warmly  pressed,  and 
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that  failure  should  not  come  through  a  want  of  ener¬ 
getic  activity. 

The  evening  of  the  eleventh  of  last  May  was  memo¬ 
rable  to  the  society  of  Philadelphia  for  the  brilliant 
Reception  given  to  the  families  of  our  members,  and  to 
many  invited  guests,  within  the  walls  of  our  commodi¬ 
ous  building.  The  vast  company  then  assembled  se¬ 
verely  tested  the  resources  of  our  establishment,  and 
clearly  proved  that  for  the  purposes  of  entertainment 
our  house  is  unsurpassed  by  any  similar  institution. 
The  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  the  Committee  of 
One  Hundred,  generally  selected  from  our  younger 
members,  for  the  excellent  taste  and  judgment  with 
which  they  carried  out  the  details  of  their  pleasant 
duties,  and  for  their  admirable  arrangements,  through 
which  the  festival  passed  off  without  a  single  accident 
or  embarrassment.  Considering  the  perfect  success  of 
our  first  Reception,  it  would  be  well  for  our  members, 
at  convenient  intervals,  to  repeat  an  entertainment 
which,  at  a  slight  expense  to  the  subscribers,  gave  so 
great  a  satisfaction  to  the  fairer  side  of  the  society  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  Art  Reception  just  passed,  gave  evidence  of  how 
much  the  League  may  do  for  the  cultivation  of  the  ele¬ 
gant  arts,  and  for  the  credit  and  best  interests  of  our 
beloved  city.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  permit  no  opportunity  to  pass  that  may 
add  to  the  renown  of  Philadelphia,  and  spread  her 
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reputation  among  her  sister  cities.  That  shy  modesty, 
so  charming  in  the  individual,  becomes  ridiculous  in  the 
community,  when  it  is  practiced  at  the  cost  of  a  just 
estimate  of  our  merits  by  our  neighbors.  It  therefore 
has  been,  and  will  be,  the  policy  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  advance  the  name  and  credit  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  wherever  and  whenever  they  may  be  properly 
exhibited  to  the  world.  The  first  series  of  Art  Recep¬ 
tions  will  be  followed  by  two  others,  at  stated  inter¬ 
vals  ;  and  it  should  be  a  source  of  pride  to  our  mem¬ 
bers,  if  the  subsequent  Receptions  draw  together  a  simi¬ 
lar  assemblage  of  intelligent  and  cultivated  men  and 
women  as  that  which  honored  our  house  with  its 
presence  on  the  first  occasions.  We  return  thanks  to  the 
distinguished  artists  who  co-operated  with  your  House 
Committee  in  producing  the  success  of  the  recent  Recep¬ 
tion,  an  aid  which  they  purpose  to  continue  in  the  same 
public-spirited  manner. 

The  Report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  volumes,  by  purchase,  and 
five  volumes  by  donation,  have  been  added  to  the  library 
during  the  present  year,  at  a  cost  of  fourteen  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents.  Eight  volumes 
have  been  rebound  at  a  cost  of  fourteen  dollars.  The 
library  now  contains  upon  its  shelves  twenty-nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  volumes.  The  Committee  has  expended 
for  newspapers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals,  thir¬ 
teen  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and  eighty-three 


cents ;  making,  together  with  the  outlay  for  books,  a 
total  expenditure  of  twenty-eight  hundred  and  tAvo  dol¬ 
lars  and  forty-six  cents.  The  small  increase  in  the 
library  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  list  of  standard 
works  and  of  hooks  of  reference  is  almost  completed, 
and  that  such  works  as  will  henceforth  he  added  to  our 
collection  cannot  be  obtained  at  first  hands  from  pub¬ 
lishers,  but  must  he  slowly  accumulated  from  the  sellers 
of  such  hooks  as  are  technically  “  out  of  print.”  The 
latter  process  of  accumulation  is  a  slow  and  laborious  one; 
hut  the  Committee  has  omitted  no  opportunity  to  add 
such  rare  and  ATaluable  Avorks  to  our  shelves  as  have  from 
time  to  time  presented  themselves  on  booksellers’  lists. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  states 
that,  since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  the  Committee 
has  held  twehre  stated  and  tAvo  special  meetings. 
The  names  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  candidates 
have  been  before  the  Committee,  from  which  number 
one  hundred  and  seventy-tAvo  have  been  recommended 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  membership.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  has  also  considered  the  names  of  thirty-four  can¬ 
didates  as  Correspondents,  and  recommended  thirty- 
three  of  them  to  the  action  of  the  Board.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  the  Committee  on  Mem¬ 
bership  for  the  care  and  fidelity  Avith  which  it  has 
performed  its  responsible  duties,  without  thought  of  the 
individual  annoyance  to  its  members  which  its  faithful 
action  has  often  occasioned. 
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The  Roll  of  the  League  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1870,  exhibited  the  names  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
forty-six  members.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  were  elected  since  the  date  of  the  last 
report.  During  the  past  year  we  lost  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  members  by  resignation  and  thirty  by 
death.  These  numbers  show  an  increase  of  fifteen  in 
the  membership  of  the  League  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  As  twenty-nine  Correspondents  have 
also  been  elected,  and  placed  upon  a  Roll  set  apart  for 
them,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  our  institution. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  year  1870  are  herewith  submitted  for  inspection. 
The  income  of  the  League  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
first  of  the  present  month,  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  six  thousand  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-six 
cents,  which,  in  addition  to  the  surplus  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  shows  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and 
twenty-one  cents.  The  disbursements  of  the  year  have 
been  ninety-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four 
dollars  and  thirty-five  cents,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of 
twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars 
and  eighty-six  cents.  Against  this  sum  there  is  an 
outstanding  indebtedness  of  three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  one  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  which  will  so  far 
reduce  the  surplus  with  which  we  shall  enter  upon  the 
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coming  year.  Considering  the  favorable  condition  of 
our  finances,  the  Directors  have  fixed  the  annual  tax 
for  the  next  year  at  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars. 

The  Union  League  was  founded  for  patriotic  purposes. 
Political  action  entered  indirectly,  and  as  a  matter  of 
necessity  rather  than  of  choice,  into  our  plans  during 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion.  In  those  dark  days 
patriotism  and  politics  seemed  inseparable ;  and  the  loss 
by  our  party  of  the  most  trifling  election  seemed  to  us 
to  he  burdened  with  most  dangerous  consequences. 
Allowing  for  the  natural  exaggeration  of  times  of  excite¬ 
ment,  our  political  activity  was  in  the  main  wise  and 
useful.  But  even  then  we  distinguished  only  between 
the  loyal  man  and  the  traitor,  between  measures  which 
seemed  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  country,  and 
those  which  seemed  designed  to  destroy  it.  Since  such 
a  distinction  between  men  and  measures  has  almost 
ceased  to  exist,  or  is  but  remembered  historically, 
favorably  or  unfavorably,  as  the  case  may  be,  the 
League  has  abstained  from  questions  of  politics  invol¬ 
ving  nothing  better  than  the  rancors  of  personal  con¬ 
tests.  In  saying  this,  we  would  not  be  understood  to 
say  that  the  League  has  abandoned  its  political  char¬ 
acter.  Trifling  questions  may  he  left  to  their  own  set¬ 
tlement;  hut  if  in  the  future  any  matter  of  national 
importance  should  arise,  or  one  affecting  the  great 
interests  of  our  commonwealth  or  our  city,  we  trust 
that  the  Union  League  will  be  found,  as  heretofore,  in 
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the  front  of  the  contest,  and  upon  that  side  which  it  has 
always  espoused,  the  side  of  truth  and  of  justice.  Hold¬ 
ing  these  sentiments,  we  have  entered  upon  the  work  of 
obtaining  from  the  State  Legislature  the  creation  of  a 
Convention  to  amend  the  defective  Constitution  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  In  the  same  spirit  we  shall  he  ready  to 
advocate  any  judicious  measures  that  may  lead  to  a 
better  plan  for  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  elective 
offices,  believing  the  present  system  to  be  one  of  the 
gross  abuses  of  the  time,  which,  while  it  invites  the 
worst  class  of  men  into  the  political  arena,  with  equal 
force  and  success,  excludes  from  political  preferment 
the  best  class  of  our  citizens.  This  it  is  that  has 
made  the  name  of  politician  a  by-word,  and  driven 
common  patriotism  and  even  simple  honesty  to  turn 
with  disgust  from  the  doors  of  the  caucus  and  the  nomi¬ 
nating  convention.  As  though  this  disgraceful  state  of 
things  were  not  bad  enough,  the  days  have  come  when 
threats  and  deeds  of  violence  are  the  usual  accompani¬ 
ments  of  political  assemblies,  and  the  knife  and  the 
revolver  are  brandished  in  the'  faces  of  opponents  who 
are  armed  with  the  same  irrational  arguments.  It  is 
time  that  American  citizens  seriously  pondered  this 
condition  of  political  affairs,  and  threw  into  some  oppos¬ 
ing  movement  the  weight  of  their  influence.  This 
wretched  perversion  of  our  free  institutions  could  not 
exist  for  a  day  without  the  acquiescence,  or  the  culpable 
negligence,  of  those  who  are  most  concerned  in  its  cor- 
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rection.  If  when  things  are  at  their  worst  they  begin 
to  nrend,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  having 
reached  the  had  eminence  which  precedes  reform.  Let 
our  members  be  assured  that  whenever  the  outraged 
public,  forgetting  for  the  time  its  political  hostilities, 
shall  demand  a  return  to  the  civic  virtues  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers,  the  Union  League  will  be  the  first  to  hail  and 
to  join  in  that  great  moral  movement. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

GEO.  H.  BOKER, 

Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1870. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

G-entlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in 
the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : 


On  hand  Dec.  1,  1869,  cash  in  bank,  $1,724  74 

$10,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  costing  .  .  10,718  75 

$5,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  six  per  cent  currency,  5,170  86 
$2,500  Union  League  Bonds,  .  .  2,250  00 

$500  Loan  on  call,  ....  500  00 


Entrance  fee  from  2  members  for  1869,  at 

....... 

Annual  tax  from  2  members,  for  1869,  at 
$25,  ....... 

Annual  tax  from  2  members,  for  1869,  at 

$12  50, . 

Entrance  fee  from  152  members  for  1870, 

at  $25, . 

Annual  tax  from  1695  members  for  1870, 

at  $25, . 

Annual  tax  from  51  members  for  1870,  at 
$12  50, . 

From  correspondents,  . 

From  billiards,  . 

From  restaurant  sales, 

Temporary  loan  on  $6000  on  U.  S.  Bonds, 
as  collateral,  ...... 

Interest  on  bonds  and  rents, 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant,  &c., 


$  50 

00 

50 

00 

25 

00 

3,800 

00 

42,375 

00 

637 

50 

$20,364  35 


46,937  50 
290  00 
4,104  43 
44,083  37 

6,000  00 
1,643  13 
3,001  43 


$126,424  21 
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Amount  forward. 


$126,424  21 


EXPENDITURES. 


House  and  lot  on  Sansom  street, 

$  1 

50 

House  and  lot  on  Moravian  street, 

2 

50 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 

5,700 

00 

Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  . 

5,000 

00 

Household  effects,  furniture,  painting,  fres¬ 

co,  &c.,  ...... 

4,390 

57 

Expenses,  .  ..... 

36,977 

74 

Library  Committee,  ..... 

827 

98 

Restaurant  hills,  ..... 

46,939 

06 

Deposit  for  permanent  insurance, 

15 

00 

Balance,  . 

In  $10,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  ($6000  of  which 
is  deposited  as  collateral  for  temporary 
loan,  as  above,)  costing, 

In  $5000  U.  S.  Bonds,  6  per  cent,  cur¬ 
rency,  ...... 

In  $6000  Union  League  Bonds, 

In  $2000  loan  on  collateral, 

In  cash  in  bank,  .... 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


99,854  35 


$26,569  86 


$10,718  75 

5,170  86 
5,450  00 
2,000  00 
228  82 
3,001  43 


26,569  86 


E.  W.  Bailey, 

Henry  Perkins,  [-  Auditors. 
Thos.  Birch,  ) 
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It  should  he  a  solemn  satisfaction  to  the  lineal  suc¬ 
cessors  of  the  great  Union  Party  which,  at  the  close  of 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  hailed  our  country  as  un¬ 
broken  in  its  old  integrity,  though  crowned  with  the 
new  glory  of  perfect  liberty,  that  the  principles  then 
advocated  with  the  tongue,  the  pen,  and  the  sword 
hear  their  natural  fruit  even  until  the  present  day. 
Indeed,  it  was  only  through  those  principles  that  we 
were  enabled  to  conduct  the  war,  to  close  it  in  triumph, 
and  to  those  principles  alone  the  Republican  Party  is 
indebted  for  the  tenacious  hold  which  it  has  taken  upon 
the  affections  of  the  people,  and  for  the  long  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  power  which  has  been  delegated  to  us  by 
popular  wisdom.  Judging  by  the  recent  elections 
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throughout  the  country,  the  Republican  Party  is  yet 
unweakened  by  the  lapse  of  years,  by  what  are  some¬ 
times  the  fatal  results  of  easy  success,  and  by  the  jar¬ 
ring  interests  and  personal  jealousies  which  have,  from 
time  to  time,  arisen  within  our  own  lines;  for  it  needs 
only  common  observation  to  declare  that  we  are  stronger 
in  numbers,  more  consolidated  in  sentiment,  more  capa¬ 
ble  to  bestow  good  upon  our  country,  or  to  avert  evil 
from  it,  than  at  any  time  during  our  eventful  history. 
Not  only  have  our  adversaries  failed  in  all  their  attacks 
upon  our  outworks,  but  they  have  disorganized  them¬ 
selves  by  their  very  opposition  ;  their  party-cries  have 
sunk  to  bickerings  and  complainings,  and  they  now 
talk  of  stealing  into  our  camp,  and  of  organizing  a  new 
party  under  a  Republican  leader  from  the  dissatisfied 
men  within  our  lines  and  their  own  shattered  forces. 
If  they  should  choose  to  adopt  our  principles  and  work 
with  us  for  the  common  good,  they  shall  be  welcomed 
as  brothers.  If  they  should  come  to  sow  dissension 
and  treason  in  our  ranks,  they  shall  be  treated  as  spies 
and  as  traitors.  Where  among  the  illustrious  patriots 
of  our  party,  who  have  sufficiently  endeared  themselves 
to  the  people  to  be  certain  of  our  suffrage — among  the 
gallant  men  who  were  true  to  us,  when  to  be  faithful 
was  to  brave  the  bullet  of  the  assassin — where  shall 
they  find  one  so  base  as  to  accept  questionable  success 
at  the  price  of  infamy,  or  to  make  himself  conspicuous 
only  that  he  may  be  a  more  evident  target  for  scorn? 


If  there  he  one — which  God  forbid  ! — so  fallen  in  his 
self-respect  as  to  build  his  perishable  personal  interests 
upon  the  ruins  of  his  party  and  of  its  principles,  let  us 
point  him  to  the  dense  obscurity  into  which  Andrew 
J ohnson  has  sunk ;  let  us  unroll  before  him  that  mans 
brief  chronicle,  and  permit  the  ambitious  traitor  to  draw 
his  own  moral,  and  to  shape  his  own  course  by  that 
appalling  failure.  We  think  better  of  the  great  men 
who  were  tried  by  the  ordeal  of  blood  and  of  fire  during 
the  people’s  war,  than  to  believe  that  one,  who  would 
be  tolerated  as  a  presidential  candidate,  can  be  induced 
to  subserve  so  ignoble  and  short-sighted  a  purpose. 
Besides,  there  are  no  reasons  for  honest  discontent 
with  our  present  faithful  leader.  Every  line  of  our 
written  policy  has  been  carried  out  by  him  to  the  letter. 
Where  the  letter  has  failed  him,  he  has  gone  even 
beyond  us  in  the  spirit,  or  has  wisely  sought,  from  the 
wishes  of  Congress  or  of  the  people,  a  solution  of  his 
doubts,  and  a  decision  that  might  lead  him  forward 
upon  the  true  path.  Such  was  his  course  in  the  San 
Domingo  question ;  and  when  it  was  evident  to  all  men 
that  the  secret  associations  of  midnight  murderers 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  strong  arm,  this  conscien¬ 
tious  Executive,  accustomed  though  he  was  to  the 
prompt  measures  of  military  rule,  modestly  paused,  and 
asked  from  Congress  a  law  for  his  guidance.  Our 
people  may  be  sensitive,  jealous  of  power,  irritable 
under  disappointment,  but  they  are  not  blind  to  what 
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passes  before  their  eyes  ;  and  we  believe  that  the  per¬ 
sonal  popularity  of  the  President  is  equal  to  that  of  his 
party — greater  even  than  when  he  returned  to  us  cov¬ 
ered  with  the  glories  of  his  victories,  and  asking  no 
further  reward  from  the  people  than  that  which  his 
sword  had  won.  It  was  neither  chance  nor  fortune 
that  advanced  Grant  from  the  humble  position  in  which 
the  war  found  him  to  be  General  of  the  American 
Armies  and  President  of  the  United  States.  For  each 
honor  that  he  received,  he  could  show  the  deeds  with 
which  it  was  fairly  purchased  ;  and  if  he  stands  now 
above  the  hope  of  greater  recompense,  it  is  not  because 
we  have  ceased  to  receive  fair  deeds  at  his  hands,  or 
are  the  less  his  debtors.  He  has  been  tried,  he  has 
been  found  more  than  faithful, — zealous  in  his  constancy, 
and  apt  to  anticipate  and  to  make  practical  our  boldest 
designs.  We  cannot  better  express  our  gratitude,  nor 
do  ourselves  a  greater  public  service  than  by  continu¬ 
ing  him  in  his  high  office.  So  that  it  may  be  recorded 
in  history  that  the  Founder  and  the  Preserver  of  the 
American  Union  received  equal  honors  at  the  hands  of 
their  countrymen. 

The  movement  in  favor  of  calling  a  Convention  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth,  the 
prosecution  of  which  effort  was  confided  to  a  committee 
of  the  League,  has  resulted  successfully,  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  machinery  of  the  State  Government  has  been  set 
in  motion  in  order  to  assure  the  convocation  of  such  a 
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convention.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  return  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  Democratic  Committee  who  met 
our  own  in  conference,  and,  by  the  weight  of  the 
double  influence  thus  displayed,  secured  a  result  which 
seemed  most  important  in  the  eyes  of  patriotic  men  of 
both  parties.  During  the  sittings  of  the  proposed  Con¬ 
vention,  we  trust  that  our  members  will  place  them¬ 
selves  in  communication  with  the  delegates  from  this 
city,  and  by  their  counsel  and  suggestions  aid  the  Con¬ 
vention,  to  further  the  serious  work  which  it  will  have 
in  hand.  We  congratulate  the  League  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  Committee  on  having  succeeded  in  this  de¬ 
sirable  measure,  which  originated  with  ourselves,  and 
which  was  recognized  as  of  great  public  utility  by  our 
citizens,  and  at  once  vigorously  acted  upon  throughout 
the  State. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  in  the  present 
year,  death  removed  James  H.  Orne,  a  former  member 
of  our  Board,  from  this  association,  to  wLich  his  some¬ 
times  arduous  and  always  disinterested  services  have 
been  most  valuable.  It  is  one  of  the  proudest  boasts 

of  the  League  that,  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  at 

• 

a  time  when  men  were  most  needed,  we  recruited, 
equipped  and  sent  into  the  field  ten  full  regiments  of 
stalwart  men.  To  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Orne,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  League,  we  were 
mainly  indebted  for  this  important  result.  Casting 
aside  his  private  affairs,  as  of  no  value  to  him  before  the 
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peril  of  his  country,  he  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of 
his  committee  with  a  vigor,  a  zeal  and  a  skill  which 
has  seldom  been  rivalled  in  any  department  of  our  in¬ 
stitution.  Many  bereaved  friends,  to  whom  the  per¬ 
sonal  qualities  of  Mr.  Orne  were  dear,  lament  in  him 
the  loss  of  private  virtues  hard  to  replace,  and  never  to 
be  remembered  without  respect.  While  he  was  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Military  Committee,  with  great  power  in 
his  control,  he  never  sought  to  use  his  position  for  the 
advancement  of  selfish  ends  ;  but  he  bent  the  whole 
force  at  his  disposal  to  the  single  purpose  which  we 
had  in  view,  and  found  his  only  reward  in  our  cordial 
approval  of  his  measures.  In  offering  our  sympathies 
to  his  stricken  family,  we  but  perform  an  act  of  common 
humanity ;  in  acknowledging  his  patriotic  labors,  we 
but  do  our  duty  as  just  men.  We  trust  that  the  day 
is  too  distant  to  be  counted  on  when  the  name  and  the 
services  of  James  H.  Orne  shall  be  forgotten  by  the 
Union  League. 

The  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  the  Committee 
of  Artists,  who  were  associated  with  your  House  Com¬ 
mittee  in  collecting  and  presenting  the  various  works 
which  were  exhibited  in  our  rooms  during  the  present 
year.  From  the  throngs  which  visited  our  building, 
we  may  infer  that  popular  interest  in  our  Art  Recep¬ 
tions  is  on  the  increase,  and  that  the  brief  sacrifice 
which  we  made  of  our  private  convenience  to  the  public 
entertainment  and  instruction,  is  more  than  compen- 
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sated  for  by  the  approval  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Clubs 
are  proverbially  selfish  in  their  rigid  exclusiveness  ; 
let  it  be  our  effort  to  strengthen  our  alliance  with  the 
people,  and  maintain  our  hold  upon  their  affections  by, 
from  time  to  time,  opening  our  house,  through  means  of 
some  entertainment,  to  those  whose  sex  or  circum¬ 
stances  forbid  them  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  our 
membership. 

The  Report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that  two 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  volumes  have  been  added  to 
our  collection  by  purchase,  and  eighteen  by  donation, 
during  the  present  year,  costing  twenty-one  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars  and  forty-three  cents.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-three  volumes  have  been  rebound  at  a  cost  of 
three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-nine 
cents.  The  library  now  contains  thirty-two  hundred 
and  sixteen  volumes.  The  Committee  has  also  furnished 
newspapers,  reviews  and  other  periodicals  at  an  expen¬ 
diture  of  fifteen  hnudred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and 
eight  cents ;  making  in  all  a  total  outlay,  for  both  the 
Library  and  the  Reading-rooms,  of  forty-one  hundred 
and  fifty-one  dollars  and  twenty  cents.  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  we  were  already  cramped  for  shelf- 
room  ;  the  Committee  has  therefore  enlarged  the  capacity 
of  the  Library  by  erecting  additional  cases  in  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  room.  Although  the  acquisition  of  books  has  been 
slowly  and  cautiously  made,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
appropriations  voted  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  we 
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believe  that  the  selection  of  works  has  been  a  judicious 
one  ;  and  that  by  persevering  in  the  same  direction,  and 
with  the  same  view  as  to  what  the  Library  in  the  end 
shall  be,  at  no  distant  day  we  shall  possess  a  collection 
that  will  atone  by  its  breadth  and  usefulness  for  its 
failure  in  elegance  and  luxury.  There  are  books  that 
are  tools,  and  there  are  books  that  are  ornaments.  Your 
Committee  has  sought  to  supply  you  with  the  former 
homely  class,  before  yielding  to  the  enticements  of  the 
latter. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  shows 
that  since  the  last  report  the  Committee  has  held  eleven 
stated  meetings.  The  names  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  applicants  for  membership  have  been  laid  before  the 
Committee ;  of  these  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  have 
been  recommended  to  the  Board.  The  Committee  has 
also  acted  upon  the  names  of  forty-five  as  Correspondents 
of  the  League,  and  recommended  forty-four  to  the  favor¬ 
able  consideration  of  the  Board. 

The  Roll  of  the  League  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1871,  contained  the  names  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
forty  members.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  were  added  since  the  date  of  the  last  re¬ 
port.  During  the  year  we  lost  seventy-seven  members  by 
resignation,  twenty-five  by  death,  twenty-five  were  sus¬ 
pended  for  non-payment  of  their  dues,  and  three  members 
have  become  Correspondents.  Forty-four  Correspond¬ 
ents  have  also  been  elected,  among  whom  are  many 
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officers  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  who  were  admitted 
on  that  footing  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Board.  This  exhibit  shows  a  decrease  of  six  members, 
in  comparison  with  the  report  of  the  previous  year,  hut 
also  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  Correspondents. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  present  year  are  herewith  laid  upon  the  table  for 
examination.  The  income  of  the  League  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  first  of  December,  1871,  was  one  hundred 
and  twelve  thousand,  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  dol¬ 
lars  and  seventy-five  cents,  which,  added  to  the  surplus 
of  the  previous  year,  shows  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
and  forty-three  thousand,  twTo  hundred  and  sixty-six 
dollars  and  sixty-one  cents.  The  disbursements  of  the 
year  were  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  forty-four  cents, 
exhibiting  a  surplus  for  the  present  year  of  twenty- 
three  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
and  seventeen  cents.  From  this  sum  is  to  he  deducted 
a  temporary  loan  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  shortly  to  he 
paid  off,  which  will  to  that  amount  reduce  the  surplus 
which  we  shall  carry  into  the  accounts  of  the  next  year. 
In  view  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Directors  have  fixed  the  annual  tax  for  the  coming  year 
at  twenty-five  dollars. 

Although  during  the  past  year  the  Union  League  as 
a  body  took  little  concern  in  the  minor  political  issues 
of  the  hour,  believing  them  to  be  of  small  significance 
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to  the  country  at  large;  we  trust  that  our  members 
have  not  been  blind  to  passing  national  events,  nor 
indifferent  to  our  glorious  political  record  which  proves 
that,  in  times  of  trial,  of  danger  and  of  sacrifice,  the 
League  was  indeed  a  power  in  the  land.  If  individually 
we  may  choose  to  neglect  our  local  politics,  until  our 
fair  city  fall  into  such  hands  as  have  ruled  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhood,  the  shame  cannot  be  charged  upon  the  League, 
but  must  be  laid  to  the  account  of  the  general  apathy  of 
our  citizens.  Again  and  again,  in  broad  terms,  we  have 
called  public  attention  to  the  faults  and  the  abuses  of 
our  system  of  nominating  candidates  for  office.  We 
have  besought  our  people  to  give  earnest  attention  to 
the  present  and  growing  evils  of  the  times,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  remedies,  not  by  riotous  town-meetings  and  ephem¬ 
eral  resolutions,  but  by  personal  interest  and  individual 
exertion,  before  the  vicious  growth  become  too  wide¬ 
spread  to  be  uprooted.  Our  counsel  has  fallen  upon 
dull  hearts,  or  has  failed  to  arouse  them  to  that  activity 
which  their  responsibility  to  themselves,  to  their  children 
and  to  their  latest  posterity  now  seems  to  demand.  It 
is  not  for  the  Union  League  as  a  body,  nor  through  its 
officers,  to  enter  wfithin  the  arena  of  local  politics,  to 
proscribe  one  set  of  men,  and  to  insist  upon  the  candi¬ 
dature  of  another.  These  are  the  plain  duties  of  the 
citizen,  which  the  League  would  but  make  itself  justly 
odious  by  assuming,  without  the  accomplishment  of  any 
lasting  result.  It  would  be  unwise  in  this  association 
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to  attempt  to  turn  itself  into  a  third  party,  and  thereby 
hold  the  balance  between  the  other  two.  Such  a  course 
would  inevitably  lead  to  our  disruption,  and  there  would 
be  few  mourners  over  our  fall.  Whatever  can  he  done 
by  our  members  to  provide  the  people  with  a  higher  and 
a  purer  class  of  candidates  for  office,  must  he  done  by 
them  in  their  character  as  citizens,  whether  singly  or  in 
those  large  combinations  which  draw  to  themselves  all 
who  are  in  sympathy  with  their  movement ;  not  in  an 
association  such  as  the  Union  League,  where  opinions 
differ,  where  our  bond  of  cohesion  was  long  ago  estab¬ 
lished,  and  is  of  another  kind  than  that  which  hinds 
together  mere  political  partizans.  Therefore  the  Direc¬ 
tors  of  this  institution  have  resolved,  as  far  as  in  them 
lies,  to  discountenance  any  movement  that  may  tend  to 
make  this  house  a  battle-ground  on  which  the  differences 
which  may  arise  within  our  party  lines  are  to  he  fought 
out  and  settled.  We  are  too  solicitous  about  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  our  association,  with  its  noble  national  history 
and  its  present  beneficent  influence,  willingly  to  permit 
the  introduction  among  us  of  a  single  element  that  may 
threaten  our  destruction ;  and  we  trust  that  these  views 
may  meet  with  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  our  mem¬ 
bers.  Whenever  there  may  arise  a  question  that  shall 
concern  the  nation  at  large,  one  that  shall  bring  us  into 
the  harmony  in  which  we  moved  throughout  the  Rebel¬ 
lion — such  as  the  threat  of  a  foreign  foe,  the  adoption 
of  a  general  public  policy,  or  the  election  of  a  chief 
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magistrate  of  the  country,  we  may  safely  predict  that 
the  League  will  once  more  resume  its  activity,  once 
more  set  up  its  standard  in  airs  that  have  rung  with  its 
unforgotten  victories,  once  more  marshal  and  lead  forth 
its  moral  and  material  forces,  once  more  confront  the 
open  or  the  insidious  hostility  of  our  opponents,  once 
more  be  found,  where  it  ever  has  been  and  ever  should 
he  found,  doing  battle  for  right — prolonged,  laborious 
battle — with  the  sacred  weapons  of  obvious  truth  and 
of  simple  honesty. 


By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

GEORGE  H.  BOKER, 

Secretary. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1871. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned,  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in 
the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : 


On  hand  December  1,  1870,  cash  in  bank, 
$5,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  6  per  cent,  currency, 
$2,000  loan  on  collateral, 

$6,000  Union  League  Bonds, 

$10,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  .... 
Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant,  . 


$228  82 
5,170  86 
2,000  00 
5,450  00 
10,718  75 
3,001  43 


Subject  to  a  Temporary  Loan  since  paid  off, 


$26,569  86 

6,000  00 


Annual  tax  from  1  member  for  1868,  at 

^  $25, . 

Entrance  fee  from  7  members  for  1870,  at 

$25, . 

Annual  tax  from  2  members  for  1870,  at 

$25, . 

Annual  tax  from  7  members  for  1870,  at 

$12.50, . 

Entrance  fee  from  117  members  for  1871, 

at  $25, . 

Annual  tax  from  1687  members  for  1871, 

at  $25, . 

Annual  tax  from  54  members  for  1871,  at 
$12.50, . 

From  Correspondents,  .... 
From  billiards,  . 

From  restaurant  sales,  . 

Temporary  Loan  on  $10,000,  U.  S.  Bonds, 
Interest  on  Bonds,  and  rents, 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant, 


;  25 

00 

175 

00 

50 

00 

87 

50 

2,925 

00 

42,175 

00 

675 

00 

670 

00 

3,546 

58 

56,731 

55 

10,000 

00 

1,870 

50 

3,765 

62 

$20,569  86 

> 


$46,112  50 


$76,584  25 


$143,266  61 
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Amount  forward,  ......*  $143,266  61 


EXPENDITURES. 

House  and  lot  1412  Sansom  street,  .  $  17  85 

House  and  lot  1419  Moravian  street,  .  51  60 

Purchase  of  house  and  lot  1421  Moravian 

street,  .......  3,088  81 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 

due  in  1870,  .  .  .  $1500  00 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 


and  Loans  for  1871, 

7315  08 

8,815  08 

Household  effects, 

.  1,490  48 

Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  . 

.  5,000  00 

Expenses,  .... 

.  34,249  82 

Library  Committee,  . 

.  4,15,1  20 

Bestaurant,  .... 

.  62,626  60 

119,491  44 


Balance,  . 

$10,000  U.  S.  Bonds, 

$5,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  6  per  cent,  currency, 
$1,500  Union  League  Bonds, 

$2,000  loan  on  collateral,  . 

Cash  in  bank,  .... 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant, 


$23,775  17 

.  $10,718  75 

.  5,170  86 

.  1,350  00 

.  2,000  00 

769  94 
.  3,765  62 

-  23,775  17 


Subject  to  a  Temporary  Loan  of 


$10,000  00 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


C.  J.  Hoffman, 
Edwin  N.  Benson, 


|  Auditors. 


* 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MINUTES 


OF  THE 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  UNION  LEAGUE. 

December  11#A,  1871. 


Mr.  Lindley  Smyth  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  on  motion  were  unanimously 
adopted : — 

Whereas,  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  selected  Mr. 
G-eorge  H.  Boker,  the  Secretary  of  this  League,  as  the  minister  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  the  Sultan;  and  whereas, 
his  fellow-members  are  desirous  of  recording,  prior  to  his  departure 
for  that  position,  their  appreciation  of  Mr.  Boker,  both  as  a  citizen 
and  an  officer  of  this  organization ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved ,  by  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  in  annual  meeting 
assembled ,  That  we  see  in  the  selection  of  Mr.  Boker  a  just  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  eminent  services  as  a  patriot  and  his  cultivation  as  a 
gentleman,  and  express  our  gratification  that  our  country  should  be 
represented  by  one  so  well  qualified  to  protect  her  dignity  and  her 
interests. 

Resolved ,  That  we  record  our  acknowledgments  of  the  faithful 
devotion  to  the  social  and  political  advancement  of  this  League,  which 
has  marked  his  official  conduct  with  it  since  he  was  elected  Secretary 
at  its  first  organization,  and  return  our  thanks  to  him  for  the  success 
which  has  crowned  his  labors. 
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Resolved ,  That  upon  this,  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  a  foreign 
land,  we  convey  to  him  the  assurance  of  our  friendship,  and  our 
earnest  well-wishes  for  his  prosperous  voyage,  pleasant  sojourn  and 
safe  return. 

Mr.  Joshua  Spering  moved  that  the  above  preamble 
and  resolutions  be  printed  with  the  Annual  Report, 
which  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Honorable  John  W.  Forney,  on  behalf  of  thirty 
members  of  the  League,  presented  to  the  association  a 
bronze  bust  of  Edouard  Laboulaye  in  the  following 
words  : — 

Mr.  President  : — I  have  the  honor,  in  behalf  of  thirty  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  members  of  this  body,  to  unveil  the  bronze  bust,  in 
heroic  size,  of  Edouard  Rene  Laboulaye,  now  before  you,  which  they 
have  purchased  and  do  now  present  to  the  Union  League.  M.  La¬ 
boulaye  is  world-known  as  the  gifted  French  philosopher  and  philan¬ 
thropist  who  has  adorned  his  own  country  by  numerous  good  works, 
and  earned  our  gratitude  by  his  steady,  unfaltering  support  of  the 
.cause  of  the  Union  in  the  darkest  hours  of  our  struggle  with  treason 
and  slavery.  His  friendship  was  the  more  valuable  because  it  was 
wholly  disinterested.  He  spoke  the  strong  word  when  we  were  weak 
and  friendless  in  the  Old  World;  and  he  beautified  his  championship 
of  America  by  the  grace  of  his  scholarship,  the  sweetness  of  his 
temper,  and  the  eloquence  of  his  counsels.  This  fine  specimen  of  art 
is  the  product  of  the  genius  of  M.  Auguste  Bartholdi,  an  eminent 
young  sculptor  and  architect,  who  was  decorated  for  his  skill,  and 
fought  bravely  in  the  Garibaldi  Legion  in  the  late  war  against 
Prussia.  The  friend  and  follower  of  Laboulaye,  he  has  just  returned 
to  France,  after  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  He  saw  much  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  of  this  League,  and  the  bronze  bust  before  you  is  an 
achievement  that  has  won  high  praise  from  connoisseurs.  Of  M.  La¬ 
boulaye,  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  to  meet  in  Paris  in  1867,  and  so 
learned  to  love  and  to  honor  him,  Mr.  Rosengarten  will  speak  more 
in  detail. 
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Mr.  J.  Ct.  Rosengarten  spoke  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  President  : — In  presenting  through  you  to  the  Union  League 
of  Philadelphia  a  hronze  bust  of  M.  Laboulaye,  it  is  right  and  proper 
that  apart  from  its  merit  as  a  work  of  art,  something  should  be  said 
as  to  the  fitness  of  adding  to  your  gallery  of  illustrious  men  the  like¬ 
ness  of  one  whose  fame  does  not  rest  upon  military  or  naval  achieve¬ 
ments,  or  great  political  services  within  our  own  borders.  The  special 
"debt  of  gratitude  which  we  are  glad  to  acknowledge  to  M.  Laboulaye, 
is  the  zealous  and  steadfast  support  given  by  him  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union  at  a  time  when  we  wanted  friends  abroad.  In  his  place  as 
professor  at  the  College  de  Prance,  at  his  desk  as  editor  of  the 
Journal  des  Debats ,  with  his  facile  and  eloquent  pen  as  author  of  a 
History  of  the  United  States,  of  his  “  Paris  en  Amerique”  of  a  dozen 
pamphlets,  he  fought  a  good  fight  in  our  behalf,  and  earned  the  last¬ 
ing  affection  of  those  whose  cause  he  supported  in  its  hour  of  greatest 
peril. 

On  behalf  of  a  few  members  of  the  League  who  have  joined  in  pre¬ 
senting  his  portrait  bust,  let  me  hastily  sketch  the  leading  events  of 
M.  Laboulaye’s  life. 

Born  in  Paris  in  1811,  he  completed  his  legal  studies  there,  and  at 
once  began  to  master  the  German  historical  and  juridical  writers;  he 
introduced  this  school  of  profound  learning  in  Prance,  and  added  to 
their  erudition  the  charm  of  a  clearness  of  expression  peculiarly 
French,  and  an  elevation  of  sentiment  rare  alike  in  his  native  and  in 
his  foreign  cotemporaries.  To  his  labors  are  largely  due  the  revival 
and  growth  in  France  of  the  study  of  the  history  of  law  and  the 
science  of  jurisprudence  in  the  broadest  and  best  sense. 

In  1845  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  institute,  and  four  years 
later  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Comparative  Legislation  at  the 
College  de  France.  It  was  in  this  capacity  that  he  addressed  to  a 
large  and  influential  body  of  students  and  listeners,  taken  from  all 
clases  of  liberal  Frenchmen,  his  lectures  on  the  Constitution  and  His¬ 
tory  of  the  United  States;  his  first  course  was  delivered  in  1856,  and 
he  resumed  the  subject  in  1863  and  1864,  when  it  was  of  importance 
to  us  that  a  right  view  of  the  questions  fought  out  on  this  side  the 
ocean  should  be  fully  and  fairly  given.  It  was  his  zeal  in  opposing 
French  intervention  in  Mexico,  and  in  maintaining  the  justness  of  our 
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Monroe  Doctrine,  then  imperilled  by  the  Imperial  support  of  Maxi¬ 
milian,  that  led  to  the  suspension  of  his  lectures,  and  this,  no  doubt, 
in  turn,  led  him  to  publish  the  substance  of  his  studies  in  his  History 
of  the  United  States.  As  far  back  as  1849,  however,  he  had  urgently 
besought  his  countrymen  to  study  our  Constitution  as  a  model  for 
their  own.  By  his  diligent  labor  in  translating  Channing’s  works,  he 
introduced  into  French  literature  one  of  the  most  important  produc¬ 
tions  of  our  own.  As  it  was  an  accidental  acquaintance  with  Chan¬ 
ning’s  Sermons  that  first  led  M.  Laboulaye  to  his  study  of  America, 
and  as  it  was  a  professor’s  chair  that  gave  him  opportunity  to  pursue 
his  reading,  we  might  have  been  satisfied  to  be  so  well  interpreted  in 
our  theology  and  our  law.  But  not  content  with  this  sort  of  acquaint¬ 
ance,  M.  Laboulaye  studied  carefully  every  detail  of  American  life, 
and  in  his  “  Paris  en  Amerique ”  surprised  even  Americans  by  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  our  habits  and  peculiarities,  public  and  private, 
domestic  and  political.  Thus  armed  and  prepared,  it  was  fortunate 
for  us  that  with  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  M.  Laboulaye  at  once 
set  to  work  to  make  known  to  his  countrymen  the  real  merits  of  the 
great  struggle  in  America.  His  pamphlets,  reviews  and  editorials 
were  largely  instrumental  in  spreading  abroad  sound  information  as 
to  the  real  questions  at  issue,  and  as  the  sympathies  of  the  French 
Court  were  altogether  in  the  other  direction,  the  task  required  skill, 
address  and  courage.  These  M.  Laboulaye  exhibited,  and  to  such 
good  purpose,  that  the  translation  and  republication  in  this  country 
of  his  eloquent  appeals  on  our  behalf  did  much  to  strengthen  the 
public  faith  in  the  cause  which  commended  itself  so  powerfully  to  a 
man  of  such  learning  and  such  experience  in  the  history  of  European 
governments. 

Nor  is  our  obligation  to  M.  Laboulaye  limited  to  his  direct  interpo¬ 
sition  in  our  behalf  at  that  time  of  our  bitterest  necessity.  As  far 
back  as  1843  he  had  published  a  report  on  the  Herman  civil  service, 
the  result  of  his  examination  of  that  important  element  of  Herman 
greatness.  When  our  own  agitation  of  civil  service  reform  began, 
this  report  was  one  of  the  best  sources  of  information,  and  it  was 
largely  used  by  those  whose  appeals  brought  this  measure  of  reform 
before  the  public  and  into  Congress,  where  it  is  now  receiving  a  full 
discussion.  If  we  finally  establish  a  real  civil  service  we  shall  owe 
much  of  the  arguments  and  many  of  the  facts  that  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  on  its  behalf  to  M.  Laboulaye. 
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With  all  his  industrious  study  of  German  science,  and  with  all  his 
zealous  admiration  of  American  institutions,  M.  Laboulaye  has  never 
relaxed  in  his  devotion  to  his  own  country.  In  teaching  Frenchmen 
lessons  from  our  history  he  sought  to  inspire  them  with  a  love  for 
and  faith  in  real  constitutional  liberty ;  in  giving  them  from  his  own 
rich  stores  of  knowledge  the  true  questions  at  issue  in  our  struggle 
for  the  Union,  he  knew  that  he  was  waging  war  with  the  enemies  of 
France  as  well  as  of  America;  his  constant  effort  was  to  make  the 
two  nations  know  each  other  well,  and  think  the  better  of  one 
another.  He  did  us  a  lasting  service,  and  he  did  it  by  telling  his 
countrymen  the  story  of  our  own  struggles,  in  the  times  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  and  of  the  Rebellion,  to  establish  the  Union,  to  maintain 
constitutional  liberty,  and  to  preserve  in  its  purity  our  national  great¬ 
ness  and  power. 

That  he  failed  to  impress  on  France  the  lessons  which  he  drew 
from  our  history,  is  a  sad  truth  that  needs  no  illustration  other  than 
the  miserable  issue  of  the  last  contest  between  France  and  Prussia. 
How  far  it  would  have  been  changed  to  the  advantage  of  France  if 
her  people  had  listened  to  the  warning  voice  and  instruction  of  such 
men  as  Laboulaye,  we  can  only  conjecture;  but  at  least  it  is  right 
that  while  he  is  still  living  we  should  put  upon  record  our  sense  of 
his  services  to  this  country,  and  by  placing  his  features  before  the 
members  of  this  League,  inspire  them  with  the  earnest  eloquence  of 
his  defence  and  support  of  the  American  Union. 

Mr.  Rosengarten  presented  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  C.  Miels  : — 

George  H.  Boker,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Union  League. 

Hear  Sir  : — My  Franco- American  heart  is  so  gratified  by  the 
honors  of  the  Union  League  conferred  this  day  upon  that  most  talented, 
appreciative  and  devoted  friend  of  this  Republic,  M.  Edouard  La¬ 
boulaye,  that  with  uncommon  pleasure  do  I  comply  with  your  request 
to  write  you  something  of  what  I  know  of  this  noble  man.  Though 
what  I  shall  say  may  appear  somewhat  personal,  it  will  present,  I 
trust,  some  interest  to  Americans  and  particularly  to  the  Union 
League. 
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When  the  Rebellion  of  the  South  broke  out,  seeing  by  the  journals 
and  correspondences  that  the  liberal  minds  in  France  were  much 
puzzled  about  the  course  to  take  in  reference  to  this  civil  war,  which 
they  could  not  at  first  well  understand,  the  idea  came  to  me  that  I 
might  perhaps  render  some  little  service  in  this  critical  moment  to 
my  adopted  country,  by  making  a  short  visit  to  my  native  one.  I 
begged,  therefore,  and  obtained  a  leave  of  absence  from  Harvard 
University,  with  which  I  was  then  connected,  and  started  for  France; 
my  main  object  being  to  throw  a  true  light  on  American  affairs,  where 
I  should  find  it  needed.  To  that  effect  I  sought  interviews  with  the 
leading  men  of  the  liberal  party,  such  as  Jules  Simon,  now  Minister 
of  Public  Instruction,  Eugene  Pelletan,  now  Deputy  of  Paris  in  the 
Assembly,  Prevot  Paradol,  of  Le  Journal  des  Debats ,  Louis  Jourdan, 
of  Le  Siccle ,  Elisee  Reclus,  of  the  Revue  de  Deuz  Mondes ,  Frederick 
Morin,  Edouard  Fauvity,  Monsieur  Yacherot,  and  others,  all  men  of 
the  highest  standing  in  the  world  of  letters.  Those  who  had  at  first 
some  doubt  on  the  subject  soon  became  convinced  that  the  war  was 
not,  on  the  part  of  the  North,  a  war  for  sovereignty,  but  a  war  for 
deliverance.  That  whatever  might  be  the  outward  pretentions  of 
parties,  and  the  particular  views  of  many,  slavery  was  the  real  cause 
of  the  struggle,  and  its  abolition  must  be  the  ultimate  result.  And 
from  that  moment  with  a  unity,  talent  and  perseverance  most  re¬ 
markable,  each  and  all  of  these  worthy  men  became  earnest  defenders 
of  the  Union,  whether  in  public  journals  or  private  writings;  but  I 
was,  above  all,  anxious  to  meet  M.  Edouard  Laboulaye,  whom  I  knew 
to  be  more  than  any  other  interested  in  the  conflict  and  in  sympathy 
with  this  country.  As  he  was  not  then  in  Paris,  I  wrote  to  him  at 
his  country  seat.  I  received  as  answer  the  letter  I  beg  to  enclose, 
thinking  that  it  may  give  pleasure  to  your  members  to  see  the 
autograph  of  the  hero  of  the  day. 

Of  course  I  was  faithful  to  the  appointment,  and  there,  at  Orsay, 
en  tete  a  tete  with  M.  Laboulaye,  did  I  pass  seven  of  the  most  agree¬ 
able  hours  of  my  life  in  an  uninterrupted  and  charming  conversation, 
the  chief  and  about  only  subject  of  which  was  the  American  Republic, 
her  trials,  her  hopes,  her  institutions.  (Treat  was  indeed  my  surprise 
to  find  a  Frenchman,  who  had  never  crossed  the  Atlantic,  better 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  this  country  than  many  Americans, 
more  earnest  about  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  than  many  of  our 
celebrated  politicians,  and  appreciating  better  our  privileges  and  dan- 
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gers  than  many  of  your  then  leaders.  Of  that  conversation  I  shall 
only  relate  the  rather  strange  circumstance  which  was  the  beginning 
of  his  acquaintance  with  the  great  men  and  things  of  this  country. 
One  day  as  M.  Laboulaye  was  looking  for  some  curiosity  or  lost 
treasure  on  the  shelves  of  a  second-hand  bookseller  of  the  Quai  Vol¬ 
taire ,  he  perchance  opened  a  stray  volume  of  sermons  by  William 
Ellery  Channing.  Sermons  by  an  American  preacher  were  things 
new  to  him.  The  sum  of  five  cents  secured  the  novelty,  and  while 
pursuing  his  course  towards  the  Champs  de  Elysees  he  already  reads 
it.  The  more  he  reads  the  more  he  wonders  and  grows  interested,  so 
much  so  that  he  sat  down  under  a  tree,  and  could  not  stop  until  he 
had  finished  the  volume.  Happy  in  this  unlooked  for  discovery  he 
was  returning  to  his  house,  when  he  meets  his  friend  M.  Armand 
Bertin,  the  celebrated  editor  of  Les  Debats.  “  Congratulate  me,”  said 
M.  Laboulaye,  “  I  have  just  put  my  hand  on  a  great  man.”  “Well,” 
replied  the  editor,  “  one  who  meets  with  such  a  good  fortune  is  indeed 
to  be  congratulated;  and  who  is  your  great  man?”  “Channing.” 

“  Canning  ?”  exclaims  M.  Bertin.  “  A  poor  discovery,  indeed.  Every 
one  knows  Canning .”  “I  don’t  mean  Canning  the  Englishman ,  I 
mean  Channing  an  American  preacher,”  and  M.  Laboulaye  begs  to 
write  for  the  Debats  an  article  on  “  Channing.”  The  chief  editor 
agrees.  Not  only  one,  but  three  articles  are  successively  published 
on  the  Boston  divine.  Several  others  soon  followed  on  other  Ameri¬ 
can  celebrities,  and  from  this  moment  this  country  and  her  institu¬ 
tions  became  the  favorite  topic  of  M.  Laboulaye’s  studies.  All  his 
discoveries  he  communicates  with  a  true  enthusiasm,  first  to  the 
numerous  hearers  of  his  lectures,  at  the  College  de  France,  then  to 
the  public  through  the  journals  or  through  his  pamphlets,  which  are 
always  read  with  avidity,  and  finally  on  this  same  darling  subject  he 
publishes  two  books,  which  will  ever  remain  as  monuments  of  his 
wonderful  knowledge  of  and  devotedness  to  this  country,  viz.,  “  L’his- 
toire  PolitiqiLe  des  Etats  Unis ” — a  standard  work  of  the  literature  of 
this  age — and  “  Paris  en  Amerique”  the  best  perhaps  of  modern  satires. 
Thus,  while  he  remained  always  devoutly  attached  to  France  as  a  re¬ 
vered  and  cherished  mother,  he  seems  to  have  adopted  and  loved  “Young 
America”  as  a  charming  spouse.  None  has  contributed  more  to  make 
her  known  and  appreciated  in  the  Old  World;  none  has  suffered 
more  with  her  in  the  days  of  her  trials;  none  has  rejoiced  more  in 
her  final  triumph,  more  cheerfully  and  confidently  proposed  her 
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example  to  the  lovers,  and  even  to  the  enemies  of  liberty,  in  his  own 
country ;  no  man,  in  a  word,  could  better  deserve  the  honor  your 
League  tenders  to  him  to-day. 

Shall  I  he  allowed  here  to  make  a  suggestion  ?  No  doubt  some  record 
of  your  proceedings  to-night  will  he  sent  across  the  sea  to  M.  Labou- 
laye,  and  no  doubt  he  will  feel  most  grateful  on  receiving  it ;  but 
I  am  sure  there  is  one  thing  which  would  gratify  him  beyond  all 
expression.  Our  friend,  M.  Laboulaye,  and  the  other  gentlemen  I 
have  mentioned  before,  all  of  whom  have  been  such  ardent  admirers 
of  our  institutions,  and  have  done  their  utmost  to  uphold  your  cause 
when  the  Bonapartist  Government  was  indirectly  working  for  the 
dismemberment  of  your  Republic — its  nightmare — confidently  ex¬ 
pected  something  from  you  in  the  dark  days  through  which  France 
has  just  passed.  Having  all  been  so  strangely  called  to  the  rescue,  in 
their  various  capacities,  of  their  unfortunate  country,  they  expected 
while  giving  all  their  efforts,  talents  and  energies  to  the  gigantic  task 
of  saving  her,  and  establishing  in  her  on  a  solid  basis  the  reign  of 
liberty, — that  Americans,  the  truly  liberal  minds  of  America,  would  at 
least  send  them  words  of  kind  and  encouraging  sympathy;  the  more 
so  because  they  endeavored,  in  the  best  possible  way,  to  found  in 
Europe  a  republic  somewhat  after  the  model  of  your  own ;  this  being, 
according  to  their  views,  the  only  way  by  which  that  so  much  tried 
country  can  be  saved,  and  resume  her  rank  among  nations. 

Alas!  their  expectation  has  been  thus  far  frustrated;  but  “better 
late  than  never.”  At  this  very  hour,  when  the  reactionists  of  all 
shades  show  themselves  so  intent  upon  crushing  to  death  the  infant 
republic,  and  plunging  France  again  into  revolution  and  chaos — when 
all  our  friends  have  rallied,  in  order  to  preserve  liberty  so  dearly  paid 
for,  around  that  wisest  and  most  patriotic  among  Frenchmen,  Presi¬ 
dent  Thiers — who  can  say  what  might  not  be  the  effect  of  some  gene¬ 
rous,  encouraging,  sympathizing  words  from  a  society  like  yours?  A 
message  of  the  kind  to  that  noble  phalanx  of  the  “  Defenders  of  Free¬ 
dom”  in  France,  who  have  all  stood  by  you  and  proved  your  faithful 
friends,  would  make  the  very  ashes  of  Lafayette  start  in  his  tomb,  and 
would  reach  to  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  heart  of  Edouard  Laboulaye. 

C.  Miels. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Lawson,  the  paper  read  by 
Mr.  Rosengarten,  and  the  letter  from  Mr.  Miels,  were 
referred  to  the  incoming  Board,  with  a  request  that  the 
same  be  published  with  the  Annual  Report. 

President  McMichael  accepted  the  bust  in  the  name 
of  the  League,  and  said  he  would  direct  it  to  be  so 
placed  that  all  might  study  the  features  and  recall  the 
services  of  our  generous  and  unselfish  French  friend, 
Laboulaye. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  D.  Lewis,  the  thanks  of  the 
League  were  presented  to  Messrs.  Adolph  E.  Borie, 
Lindley  Smyth,  John  W.  Forney,  Jay  Cooke,  George  H. 
Boker,  William  J.  Horstmann,  Ferdinand  J.  Dreer, 
William  G.  Moorhead,  Joshua  B.  Lippincott,  Bloomfield 
H.  Moore,  Archibald  Campbell,  Henry  C.  Gibson,  Joseph 
Swift,  Lewis  Audenreid,  Edward  S.  Clarke,  J.  Gilling¬ 
ham  Fell,  William  Sellers,  Morton  McMichael,  Joseph 
Harrison,  Jr.,  James  L.  Claghorn,  Charles  H.  Rogers, 
Samuel  S.  White,  John  McLaughlin,  Edward  C.  Knight, 
Matthew  Baird,  Fairman  Rogers,  Edward  W.  Clark, 
Joseph  G.  Rosengarten,  Hector  Tyndale  and  Evan  Ran¬ 
dolph,  donors  of  the  bust  of  Laboulaye  to  the  Union 
League. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

George  H.  Boker, 

Secretary. 
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In  presenting  their  Tenth  Annual  Report,  the  Direc¬ 
tors,  first  of  all,  congratulate  the  members  of  the  Union 
League  on  the  result  of  the  recent  national  election. 
Founded  as  this  organization  was  on  the  basis  of  de¬ 
votion  to  the  integrity  of  the  American  Union,  it  has 
steadfastly  pursued  such  measures  as,  in  its  judgment, 
were  best  adapted  to  secure  that  integrity.  So  long  as 
the  rebellion  lasted,  it  strove,  through  the  press  and 
from  the  platform,  and  wherever  voice  or  pen  could 
penetrate,  to  sustain  the  lawful  Government  by  promo¬ 
ting  patriotic  sentiments  among  the  people :  to  excite, 
by  means  of  all  the  agencies  it  could  employ,  a  spirit 
of  trustfulness  in  the  existing  Administration,  which, 
as  it  believed,  honestly  recognized  and  vigorously  en- 
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forced  the  needs  and  the  will  of  the  nation;  and  to 
strengthen  the  military  arm  by  raising,  equipping  and 
forwarding  troops  for  service  in  the  field.  Sympathizing 
as  it  did  from  the  beginning  with  the  earnest  purposes, 
the  lofty  aims  and  the  staunch  fidelity  of  President 
Lincoln,  it  led  in  the  movement  to  renominate  that  ripe 
statesman,  and  wrought  with  all  its  energies  for  his^ 
re-election.  And  when,  in  the  mysterious  dispensation 
of  Providence,  he  was  stricken  and  slain  by  the  assassin, 
it  proffered,  and,  until  a  most  shameful  apostacy  com¬ 
pelled  its  withdrawal,  gave  to  his  accidental  successor 
its  cordial  support.  Actuated  by  the  same  motives 
which  called  it  into  existence,  the  League  took  a  fore¬ 
most  part  in  the  selection  and  election  of  General  Grant 
as  Chief  Magistrate.  The  great  qualities  that  illustri¬ 
ous  commander  had  shown  at  the  head  of  the  army 
commanded  the  confidence,  and  the  great  victories  he 
had  achieved  insured  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen. 
In  the  high  office  to  which  he  was  called  he  exhibited 
the  same  loyalty  to  principle,  the  same  firmness  in 
action,  and  the  same  concern  for  the  national  welfare 
which  had  distinguished  his  previous  career;  and  when 
the  time  came  to  determine  whether  he  should  be  in¬ 
vested  for  a  second  term  with  the  power  he  had  so 
wisely  exercised,  the  League  felt  that  it  was  both  a 
duty  and  a  pleasure  to  support  him.  Accordingly,  at 
a  special  meeting  of  the  body  held  on  the  22d  of  May 
last,  it  was  resolved  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
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country  required  that  he  should  be  renominated  (as  he 
subsequently  was),  and  a  committee  of  thirty  members 
was  appointed  to  conduct  the  campaign  which  followed. 
That  committee,  appreciating  the  importance  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  preliminary  election  in  Pennsylvania,  judiciously 
entered  on  an  active  canvass  in  behalf  of  General  Hart- 
ranft,  the  Republican  nominee  for  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  by  their  zeal  and  diligence  largely 
contributed  to  the  brilliant  victory  in  his  case  in  October, 
which  foretokened  and  compelled  the  still  grander  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  ensuing  November — a  triumph  which  both 
in  its  completeness  and  its  consequences  is  without 
parallel  in  our  political  annals. 

The  grave  has  so  recently  closed  over  Horace  Greeley, 
the  candidate  of  the  opposition  in  the  late  conflict,  that 
we  forbear  any  comment  on  the  part  which  he  bore  in 
that  conflict.  Mr.  Greeley’s  eminent  services  in  times 
past,  in  behalf  of  the  great  cause  of  freedom,  civiliza¬ 
tion  and  humanity,  in  which  for  so  long  he  was  our  es¬ 
teemed  and  cherished  co-laborer;  and  the  sad  circum¬ 
stances  preceding  and  accompanying  his  death,  forbid 
any  unkind  allusion  to  the  fatal  error  which  clouded 
the  brightness  of  his  earlier  history.  But,  with  all 
tenderness  to  his  memory,  we  should  fail  in  our  obliga¬ 
tion  to  others,  if  we  withheld  our  conviction  that  had 
the  coalition,  of  which  he  was  the  representative,  been 
successful,  the  country  would  have  been  grievously 
damaged  in  its  most  vital  interests.  What  would  have 
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happened  if  the  Democratic  leaders  and  their  renegade 
allies,  corrupted  by  the  demoralizing  influences  of  the 
Cincinnati  and  Baltimore  conventions,  had  effected  their 
scandalous  bargain,  it  is  painful  to  contemplate.  Their 
only  bond  of  cohesion  the  lust  of  place,  they  would 
have  been  restrained  by  no  principle  for  they  professed 
none.  In  their  wild  attempts  at  change,  much  of  the 
labor  of  the  last  twelve  years  would  have  been  endan¬ 
gered,  if  not  destroyed.  The  agitating  questions  con¬ 
nected  with  the  war  and  reconstruction  would  have  been 
reopened  for  angry  discussion.  The  peace  for  which 
we  have  watched  and  prayed  would  have  been  broken. 
Our  business  and  industries  would  have  been  disturbed. 
Our  credit  at  home  and  abroad  would  have  suffered. 
Our  good  name  would  have  been  tarnished.  The  bur¬ 
dens  of  taxation  would  have  been  increased.  The  sense 
of  security  for  life  and  property  would  have  been 
lessened.  Forgotten  animosities  would  have  been  re¬ 
vived,  and  new  motives  to  quarrel  introduced.  Once 
more  section  would  have  been  arrayed  against  section, 
and  the  old  struggle  for  supremacy  renewed  with  all 
its  bitterness.  In  a  word,  the  grand  results  accom¬ 
plished  through  victorious  arms  and  beneficent  legisla¬ 
tion,  would  have  been  exposed  to  fearful  hazard. 
Happily  we  have  been  saved  from  these  perils.  The 
overwhelming  rebuke  administered  to  the  conspirators 
at  the  polls,  if  it  has  not  debarred  them  from  further 
prosecution  of  their  schemes,  has  at  least  deprived  them 
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of  the  facilities  for  mischief.  The  Republican  party, 
relieved  from  the  malcontents  who  sought  to  embarrass 
its  councils  and  thwart  its  action,  is  now  free  to  pursue 
the  policy  it  inaugurated  and  has  maintained.  The  per¬ 
manent  estalishment  of  the  nation  on  indestructible 
foundations  and  the  endowment  of  all  its  citizens  with 
equal  rights,  in  the  broadest  and  most  comprehensive 
form,  are  the  ultimate  aims  of  that  policy.  Already 
these  aims  are  well  nigh  accomplished.  From  the 
southern  Gulf  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  harmony  among  the 
several  states  is  restored,  and  the  just  authority  of  the 
central  government  is  universally  acknowledged.  If 
here  and  there  are  still  found  embers  of  our  civil  con¬ 
flagration,  they  are  no  longer  dangerous,  but  serve  as 
beacons  for  wholesome  warning.  In  a  little  while,  it  may 
be  assumed,  they  will  altogether  disappear,  and  with 
them  all  reason  for  apprehension.  In  the  certainty  that 
this  consummation  will  be  reached,  those  who  possess  the 
rule  will,  no  doubt,  exercise  it  mildly.  While  taking  no 
step  backward  in  that  vast  system  of  progress  which 
has  liberated  an  entire  race  and  lifted  them  from  degra¬ 
dation  to  manhood  ;  which  has  knit  mighty  Common¬ 
wealths,  once  held  loosely  together,  into  an  indissoluble 
Union ;  which  has  developed  in  all  directions  the  inex¬ 
haustible  resources  of  a  land  unsurpassed  by  any  on 
which  the  sun  shines ;  which  has  promoted  industry, 
elevated  labor,  extended  education,  and  enlarged  the 
opportunities  for  comfort  and  happiness,  the  ftepubli- 
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cans  can  afford  to  be  moderate  in  their  demands  and 
conciliatory  in  their  temper.  As  what  they  have  done 
in  the  past  was  done  from  the  impulses  of  patriotism, 
so  will  it  be  with  what  they  may  attempt  in  the  future. 
They  have  no  resentments  to  appease;  no  passions  to 
subdue;  no  prejudices  to  overcome.  If  this  cannot  be 
said  of  some  with  whom  they  have  to  deal,  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  their  own  strength  will  make  them  tolerant 
of  infirmity  in  others;  and  the  knowledge  that  their  own 
efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success  will  incline  them 
to  be  generous  even  to  those  who  have  least  deserved 
favor. 

The  appointment  of  George  H.  Boker  as  Minister 
Resident  at  Constantinople  was  announced  prior  to  the 
last  annual  meeting,  and  was  then  the  subject  of  appro¬ 
priate  commendation.  In  view  of  his  long  and  valuable 
services  as  Director  and  Secretary  of  the  League,  it  was 
deemed  desirable  that  some  additional  and  more  per¬ 
sonal  recognition  should  be  had ;  and  on  the  22d  of  De¬ 
cember  a  grand  reception  in  his  honor  was  held  at  the 
League  House,  the  expenses  of  which  were  borne  by 

the  hundreds  of  members  who  participated.  All  the 

% 

resources  of  the  establishment  were  put  in  requisition 
to  make  the  occasion  worthy  of  the  man,  and  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  no  more  creditable  testimonial 
to  a  faithful  and  most  capable  officer  could  have  been 
rendered.  Among  the  many  marks  of  respect  shown  to 
Mr.  Boker,  it  was  gratifying  to  observe  the  heartiness 
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with  which  the  highest  national  dignitaries,  as  well  as 
the  principal  functionaries  of  the  city  and  state  joined 
in  the  tributes  of  admiration  and  esteem  paid  to  him  by 
his  more  immediate  associates  and  friends.  A  narrative 
of  the  proceedings,  prepared  and  printed  for  the  use  of 
subscribers,  will  be  preserved  among  the  archives  of 
the  League,  and  in  the  distant  future  will  help  to  show 
the  social  importance  of  our  institution,  and  the  large 
and  healthy  influence  which  it  employed  in  this  direction. 

On  the  22d  of  May  the  Commissioners  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Centennial  Exposition  met  in  Philadelphia. 
The  Directors,  pursuing  the  custom  in  such  cases,  ten¬ 
dered  them  the  hospitalities  of  the  League.  The  oppor¬ 
tunity  thus  offered  for  an  interchange  of  views  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  commemoration  was  fully  availed  of, 
and  it  is  believed  with  profitable  results.  As  pains 
had  been  taken  in  unfriendly  quarters  to  create  the  im¬ 
pression  that  the  people  of  this  city  and  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth  desired  to  pervert  the  Exhibition  to  their 
special  advantage,  those  present  who  had  authority  to 
speak  in  the  matter  emphatically  disclaimed  all  such 
purpose,  and  demonstrated  by  facts,  not  controverted, 
that  the  action  of  both  the  municipal  and  state  author¬ 
ities  proved  the  clearest  intention  of  rendering  it  in  all 
its  aspects  purely  national.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  the  whole  country  accepts  this  view,  and  it  would 
be  still  more  satisfactory  if  Congress  could  be  roused  to 
a  proper  sense  of  its  duty  in  the  premises.  Having 
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provided  that  an  International  Exposition  should  he 
held,  and  thus  committed  itself  before  all  the  world  to 
the  measure,  it  should  provide  the  means  of  making 
that  Exposition,  in  all  its  departments  and  details, 
worthy  of  the  event  it  is  to  celebrate,  and  the  people  it 
is  to  represent.  The  niggardly  policy  it  has  thus  far 
pursued  of  denying  all  pecuniary  aid,  if  persisted  in, 
cannot  fail  to  defeat  the  whole  scheme,  and  thus,  while 
losing  the  chance  of  making  such  a  display  of  our  pro¬ 
gress  as  would  startle  the  nations,  render  us  contemp¬ 
tible  for  paltry  parsimony  in  the  eyes  of  those  nations. 
It  is,  in  this  connection,  satisfactory  to  record,  that 
while  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States,  whose  con¬ 
stituents  in  all  parts  of  the  land  are  as  deeply  interested 
in  this  magnificent  project  as  in  any  that  ever  was  pre¬ 
sented  for  their  consideration,  refuse  to  adopt  suitable 
measures  to  promote  it,  the  corporation  of  Philadelphia 
has  made  most  liberal  provisions  in  regard  to  it,  which 
the  citizens  have  cheerfully  sanctioned  and  encouraged. 

During  the  last  year  the  League  House  has  been  the 
scene  of  varied  and  exciting  incidents,  in  addition  to 
those  referred  to.  On  the  22d  of  February  it  was  gay 
with  the  presence  of  ladies,  gathered  in  honor  of  the 
Father  of  his  Country ;  on  the  early  days  of  June  it 
was  fervid  with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  delegates  to  the 
National  Convention  and  others,  attracted  hither  by  that 
auspicious  occasion ;  on  the  night  of  the  October  elec¬ 
tion  it  was  jubilant  with  rejoicings  over  the  victory  just 
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achieved;  and  within  a  few  weeks  afterward  it  was 

solemn  with  the  announcement  that  Major  General 

* 

Meade  had  been  suddenly  cut  off  in  the  zenith  of  his 
glory  and  in  the  prime  of  his  usefulness.  With  the 
Union  League  General  Meade  had  close  and  intimate 
relations.  While  the  issue  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
was  still  unknown,  its  members  marched  in  procession 
to  the  residence  of  his  family,  and  there  publicly  pro¬ 
claimed  their  confidence  that  he  would  win  the  mo¬ 
mentous  fight  he  was  then  waging;  three  years  subse¬ 
quently  they  presented  to  him,  with  appropriate 
ceremonies,  a  gold  medal,  illustrative  of  his  skill  and 
gallantry ;  still  later  they  engaged  an  eminent  artist  to 
paint  for  them  his  full-length  portrait  in  military  cos¬ 
tume,  which  they  reckon  among  their  choicest  treasures  ; 
on  the  day  succeeding  his  death  they  passed  resolutions 
expressive  of  their  sense  of  the  loss  the  nation  had  sus¬ 
tained,  and,  as  he  had  often  been  their  honored  guest  in 
life,  so  at  his  funeral  they  accompanied  his  remains,  with 
sorrowing  hearts,  to  the  tomb  which  now  encloses  all 
that  was  mortal  of  a  brave  and  fortunate  soldier,  a  wise 
and  helpful  counsellor,  and  a  true  and  honest  man. 

The  wear  and  tear  of  the  League  building  during  the 
eight  years  of  its  occupation,  joined  to  some  unavoida¬ 
ble  defects  in  the  materials  that  entered  into  the  origi¬ 
nal  structure,  led  to  such  serious  disrepair  as  to  require 
costly  renovation.  In  some  places  the  walls  had  to  be 
replastered  and  the  floors  relaid,  and  throughout  both 
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paint  and  frescoes  had  become  soiled  and  unsightly. 
The  heating  apparatus  and  the  plumbing  work  were  also 
seriously  damaged.  The  cabinet  furniture  and  uphol¬ 
stery  had  grown  dingy — the  appliances  of  the  kitchen 
and  the  restaurant  had  deteriorated  from  use  and  loss 
and  fracture,  and  altogether  the  house  and  its  appurte¬ 
nances  were  in  a  condition  that  necessitated  the  outlay 
of  a  large  sum  of  money.  Of  course,  from  time  to  time 
such  repairs  as  were  necessary  to  meet  particular  in¬ 
stances  were  duly  attended  to,  hut  these  in  their  very 
nature  were  partial  and  temporary.  Regarding  this  as 
a  suitable  period  for  the  purpose,  the  Directors  have 
commenced  and  intend  to  perfect  a  thorough  restora¬ 
tion.  To  meet  the  expenditure  which  this  will  involve, 
instead  of  drawing  on  the  ordinary  funds,  they  have 
determined  to  increase  the  annual  tax  for  1873  to  thirty- 
five  dollars,  the  whole  of  the  extra  assessment  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  as  stated.  In  this,  they  cannot  doubt,  they  will 
be  heartily  sustained  by  their  fellow-members  ;  for  while 
the  arrangement  will  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  our 
property,  it  will  prevent  any  interference  with  the 
steady  reduction  of  the  mortgage  debt,  which  is  the 
only  incumbrance  upon  it. 

As  cognate  to  this  question  of  finance,  the  Directors 
desire  to  call  attention  to  a  matter  which  they  deem  of 
vital  importance.  When  this  League  was  established, 
the  paramount  object  of  its  founders  was  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  a  patriotic  duty.  The  pressing  demand  for  some 
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association  where  loyal  sentiment  could  be  strengthened 
and  confirmed,  and  loyal  opinions  directed  into  servicea¬ 
ble  channels  of  action,  brought  them  together  and  in¬ 
duced  them  to  invite  others  who  felt  as  they  did  to 
unite  with  them.  As  what  they  most  wanted  was  co¬ 
operation,  the  fee  for  initiation  and  the  annual  contribu¬ 
tion  were  fixed  at  the  lowest  rates  compatible  with  self- 
sustaining  existence.  No  surplus  was  expected — none 
was  sought  for.  The  large  sums,  which  enabled  the 
League  to  accomplish  the  deeds  which  have  made  it 
famous,  were  drawn  not  from  its  corporate  coffers,  but 
from  the  liberal  purses  of  individual  members.  With 
increasing  fame,  however,  came  increasing  numbers  and 
increasing  revenues.  And  as  these  revenues  were  skil¬ 
fully  handled,  and  the  utmost  care  was  taken  to  main¬ 
tain  a  proper  economy  and  avoid  all  extravagance  in  the 
general  management,  the  League  by  gradual  accumula¬ 
tions  is  now,  even  in  a  pecuniary  sense,  a  flourishing 
institution.  While  the  money  value  of  its  membership 
has  thus  grown,  no  advance  has  been  made  in  the  price 
paid  for  a  share  in  that  membership.  Persons  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  become  joint  owners  of  its  estate  for  little 
more  than  a  tithe  of  what  that  ownership  confers, 
though  each  new-comer  lessens  the  vested  interest  of 
those  who  have  preceded  him.  Looking  at  the  subject 
in  this  aspect  merely,  the  Directors  feel  it  is  only  just 
that  the  rate  of  admission  should  be  quadrupled,  and  a 
limit  fixed  to  the  number  of  those  to  be  admitted; 
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which  limit,  upon  the  best  calculations  they  have  been 
able  to  make,  they  think  should  not  exceed  two 
thousand. 

There  are  other  and  broader  views  of  this  topic. 
Putting  aside  all  mercenary  considerations,  fellowship 
in  the  Union  League,  with  its  history,  traditions  and 
memories,  is  an  honor  that  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
bestowed.  Those  alone  who  are  deserving  should  be 
allowed  to  share  it.  By  assigning  a  maximum,  beyond 
which  candidates  cannot  be  chosen,  and  thus  discourag¬ 
ing  indiscriminate  applications,  the  best  men  in  the 
community  would  be  induced  to  seek  a  place  on  the 
lists,  and  so  offer  constant  opportunities  of  wisest  selec¬ 
tion.  The  limitation  suggested  would  give  to  the  vested 
interests  of  those  who  are  already  members  a  more 
determinate  and  less  fluctuating  value,  and  in  this  way 
furnish  fresh  motives  for  their  continuance.  But  beyond 
these  reasons  it  does  not  admit  of  doubt  that  the  amount 
named  is  far  from  an  equivalent  for  the  privileges  it 
would  secure.  Regarding  the  League  in  its  character 
of  a  social  club,  the  right  of  full  participation  in  the 
advantages  it  offers  would  be  cheaply  purchased  at  one 
hundred  dollars.  Its  library,  its  reading-room,  its 
smoking-room,  its  billiard-room,  its  restaurant,  its  din¬ 
ing-saloons,  its  parlors,  its  halls,  &c.,  are  unsurpassed  in 
their  appointments  and  attractions.  Exhibitions  of 
works  of  art ;  assemblages  of  distinguished  people ; 
festive  gatherings,  including  the  gentler  sex;  music, 
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oratory — these  are  among  the  frequent  sources  of  en¬ 
tertainment  which  it  provides,  and  which  can  he  found 
in  no  similar  organization,  while  in  every  similar  organi¬ 
zation  the  bonus  demanded  is  far  above  that  which  is 
here  recommended. 

The  proposition  is  to  amend  Section  3  of  Article  III. 
by  striking  out  the  section  and  inserting  : 

“  Candidates  recommended  by  the  Committee  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  after  their  first  meeting  in  January, 

1873,  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  by  the  Board,  if 
there  be  no  cause  to  the  contrary,  on  payment  of  an  en¬ 
trance  fee  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  the  tax  for  the 
current  year. 

“  Provided That  new  members  admitted  within  six 
months  of  the  annual  meeting  succeeding  their  election 
shall  not  be  required  to  pay  more  than  one-half  the  tax 
for  such  year. 

“Provided  further,  That  the  number  of  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  League  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  two 
thousand.” 

The  Report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that 
three  hundred  and  four  volumes  by  purchase,  and  thirty- 
seven  volumes  by  donation,  have  been  added  to  the 
Library  during  the  present  year.  The  amount  expended 
has  been  sixteen  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  thirty- 
seven  cents.  Sixteen  volumes  have  been  rebound  at  a 
cost  of  forty  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents.  The  total 
number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  thirty-five  hundred 
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and  fifty-seven.  The  Committee  has  expended  for  news¬ 
papers,  magazines,  and  other  periodicals,  four  hundred 
and  forty-one  dollars  and  forty-two  cents,  making  in  all 
a  total  outlay  of  twenty  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  states 
that  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  Committee  has 
held  twelve  stated  and  four  special  meetings.  The 
names  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  candidates  have 
been  before  the  Committee,  from  which  number  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  have  been  recommended  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  membership.  The  Committee 
has  also  considered  the  names  of  sixty-seven  proposed 
as  correspondents,  and  recommended  sixty-four  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Board.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  accorded  to  the  Committee  on  Membership  for 
the  care  and  fidelity  with  which  it  performed  its  re¬ 
sponsible  duties  without  thought  of  the  individual  annoy¬ 
ance  to  its  members,  which  its  faithful  action  has  often 
occasioned. 

The  Roll  of  the  League  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1872,  exhibited  the  names  of  eighteen  hundred  (1800) 
members.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
were  added  since  the  date  of  the  last  report.  During 
the  past  year  we  lost  fifty-four  members  by  resignation, 
twenty-six  by  death,  twenty-five  were  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  and  two  members  have  become 
correspondents.  Fifty-eight  correspondents  have  also 
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been  added,  many  of  whom  are  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Nay y,  admitted  on  that  footing  in  accordance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Board  in  1871.  This  exhibit  shows 
an  increase  of  sixty  members  in  comparison  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  present  year,  are  herewith  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion.  The  income  of  the  League  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  first  of  December,  1872,  was  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and 
thirty-six  cents,  which,  added  to  the  surplus  of  the 
previous  year,  shows  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and 
fifty-three  cents.  The  disbursements  of  the  year  were 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  seventeen  dollars  and  seventeen  cents,  exhibiting  a 
surplus  for  the  present  year  of  twenty-six  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 
From  this  sum  is  to  be  deducted  a  temporary  loan  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  shortly  to  be  paid  off,  and  an 
outstanding  indebtedness  of  five  thousand,  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-four  dollars  and  six  cents,  which  will  reduce 
the  surplus  to  be  carried  to  next  year  by  those  two 
amounts. 

Throughout  its  long  career  the  League  has  been  an 
example  of  how  much  may  be  achieved  by  a  large  and 
compact  body  of  intelligent,  right-minded,  open-handed 
men,  animated  by  righteous  purposes  and  striving  for 
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noble  ends.  Called  into  being  in  the  midst  of  unex¬ 
ampled  tumult,  it  had  to  encounter  the  most  formidable 
obstacles.  Strong  in  its  convictions  of  right — strong 
in  its  array  of  forces,  it  met  and  overcame  them.  In 
all  human  probability  no  future  necessity  will  arise  for 
struggles  so  stern  and  bitter  as  those  in  which  it  was 
once  engaged.  The  fierce  conflicts  attending  and  imme¬ 
diately  following  the  war  for  the  Union,  it  may  be  hoped 
have  passed  away  forever.  But  the  new  era  of  domestic 
tranquillity  and  internal  peace,  now  dawning,  will  bring 
with  it  fresh  duties  and  impose  fresh  obligations.  When 
the  unwholesome  elements  evolved  in  the  eccentric 
shocks  of  unnatural  strife  have  been  reduced  to  their 
proper  relations,  and  law  resumes  its  normal  sway,  the 
work  of  purification  must  be  entered  upon.  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  finally  settled,  reformation  must  follow.  Higher 
standards  for  the  public  service  must  be  erected;  wider 
culture  in  the  means  and  methods  of  moral  progress 
must  be  promoted;  a  deeper  sense  of  the  responsibility 
of  individuals  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  must  be 
inculcated.  In  the  fields  of  labor  thus  opened,  the 
League,  without  passing  beyond  its  proper  province, 
may  perform  an  influential  part.  Without  assuming 
leadership,  it  may  be  active.  Without  attempting 
display,  it  may  be  efficient.  Concurrently  with  efforts 
like  these,  as  it  is  composed  in  a  large  measure  of  those 
who  are  types  of  American  sagacity,  enterprise  and 
industry,  it  may  in  numerous  ways  aid  in  the  material 
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growth  of  the  land  to  whose  preservation  from  misrule 
its  abilities  and  capabilities  have  been  hitherto  dedi¬ 
cated.  And  who  that  recalls  what  the  Union  League 
has  done ;  who  that  considers  what  it  is  competent  to 
do,  can  hesitate  in  the  faith  that  whatever  worthy  work 
may  he  required  at  its  hands,  it  will  in  the  time  to  come, 
as  in  the  time  that  has  gone,  perform  faithfully  and 
well  ? 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

S.  A.  CALDWELL, 

Secretary  pro  tem . 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1872. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned,  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in 
the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : 


On  hand  December  1,  1871,  cash  in  bank,  .  $769  94 

$10,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  ....  10,718  75 
$5,000  U.  S.  Bonds,  6  per  cent,  currency,  5,170  86 
$1,500  Union  League  Bonds,  .  .  1,350  00 

$2,000  loan  on  collateral,  .  .  .  2,000  00 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant,  .  .  .  3,765  62 

- $23,775  17 

Subject  to  a  Temporary  Loan  since  paid  off,  10,000  00 


Entrance  fee  from  164  members  for  1872,  at 

$25, . $  4,100  00 

Annual  tax  from  1721  members  for  1872,  at 

$25, .  43,025  00 

Annual  tax  from  64  members  for  1872,  at 


$12  50 . 

•  • 

800 

00 

From  Correspondents, 

•  • 

• 

. 

From  billiards,  .... 

•  • 

$  3,408  47 

From  restaurant  sales, 

•  • 

68,445 

83 

Temporary  Loan  on  $18,000  Pa.  B.  B.  Bonds, 

15,000 

00 

Interest  on  Bonds  and  Bents, 

,  , 

1,890 

00 

Bills  due  sundry  parties, 

. 

5,934 

06 

Profits  on  sale  of  investments, 

•  . 

935 

39 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant, 

. 

5,782 

61 

$13,775  17 


47,925  00 
1,070  00 


101,396  36 


$164,166  53 


Amount  forward, 


.$164,166  53 


EXPENDITURES. 


House  and  lot  1412  Sansom  street, 

$  24 

00 

Purchase  of  house  and  lot  1414  Sansom  st., 

5,604 

89 

House  and  lot  1421  Moravian  street, 

135 

13 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds  and  Loans, 

7,317 

16 

Household  effects,  . 

371 

97 

Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  . 

5,000 

00 

Expenses,  ...... 

35,201 

61 

Library  Committee,  .  .  .  .  . 

2,089 

67 

Bestaurant,  ...... 

81,772 

74 

Balance,  . 

$18,000  Penn’a  B.  B.  General 

Mortgage  Bonds,  .  .  $17,010  00 

$1,500  Union  League  Bonds,  .  1,431  25 

$2,000  loan  on  collateral,  .  2,000  00 

Cash  in  bank,  .  .  .  425  50 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant,  .  5,782  61 


$26,649  36 

Subject  to  a  Temporary  Loan  of  $15,000  00. 


C.  J.  Hoffman, 

E.  W.  Bailey, 
James  B.  Agnew, 


$137,517  17 
26,649  36 


$164,166  53 
-  Auditors . 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Union  League  held 
Monday  December  9  th,  1872,  at  seven  o’clock  p.  m., 
the  following  amendment  to  Section  3,  Article  III.  of 
the  By-Laws  was  adopted  by  the  requisite  two-thirds 
vote  : 

“  Candidates  recommended  by  the  Committee  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  after  their  first  meeting  in  January, 
1873,  shall  he  admitted  to  membership  by  the  Board, 
if  there  he  no  cause  to  the  contrary,  on  payment  of  an 
entrance  fee  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  the  tax  for  the 
current  year. 

“  Provided ,  That  new  members  admitted  within  six 
months  of  the  annual  meeting  succeeding  their  election 
shall  not  be  required  to  pay  more  than  one-half  the  tax 
for  such  year. 

“  Provided  further ,  That  the  number  of  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  League  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  two 
thousand.” 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE 


PHILADELPHIA. 

DECEMBER  8th ,  1873 . 


PHILADELPHIA: 

HENRY  B.  ASHMEAD,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER , 
Nos.  1102  and  1104  Sansom  Street. 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  8,  1873. 


PRESIDENT. 

Morton  McMtchael. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Adolph  E.  Borie,  Charles  Gibbons, 

J.  Gillingham  Fell.  William  Sellers. 


George  H.  Borer, 
James  L.  Claghorn, 
Edward  S.  Clarke, 
Stephen  A.  Caldwell, 
Edward  C.  Knight, 
Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
Richard  Wright, 

J.  Frailey  Smith. 


DIRECTORS. 

William  E.  Littleton 
Charles  Gilpin, 

Lewis  Waln  Smith, 

H.  H.  Bingham, 

Edwin  N.  Benson, 
Edwin  H.  Fitler, 
William  D.  Gemmill. 


TREASURER. 

James  L.  Claghorn. 


SECRETARY. 


Stephen  A.  Caldwell. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

Adolph  E.  Borie,  Chairman. 

Charles  Gibbons,  William  Sellers, 

J.  Gillingham  Fell.  Edward  C.  Knight. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Chairman. 
Edward  S.  Clarke,  James  L.  Claghorn, 

Bichard  Wright,  William  D.  Gemmill. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Joseph  Frailey  Smith,  Chairman. 

James  L.  Claghorn,  Lewis  Waln  Smith, 

Stephen  A.  Caldwell,  William  E.  Littleton. 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Charles  Gibbons,  Chairman. 

Henry  H.  Bingham,  Charles  Gilpin, 

Edwin  N.  Benson,  Edwin  H.  Fitler. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


James  V,  Watson,  Chairman. 
Samuel  Bell,  Secretary. 


James  N.  Flanagan, 
Kobert  P.  Gillingham, 
Thomas  L.  Gillespie, 
William  C.  Houston, 
John  L.  Lawson, 

John  K.  Valentine, 


Clayton  Macmichael, 
George  W.  Wharton,  Jr. 
Charles  K.  Ide, 
Sanderson  B.  Martin, 
Francis  Wells. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


The  year,  in  the  history  of  the  Union  League,  which 
closes  to-night,  has  not  been  fraught  with  events  of  any 
great  political  significance.  The  supreme  success  which 
attended  the  campaign  of  1872,  whereby  the  destinies 
of  the  Republic  were  again  committed  to  the  Republican 
party  by  such  overwhelming  majorities,  inflicted  an 
injury  on  the  opposition  which  required  more  than  a 
year  to  efface.  The  fact  also  that  no  national  election 
has  been  held  in  1873  has  further  diminished  the 
interest  in  the  contest;  and  the  Union  League,  acting 
on  the  principles  laid  down  long  since  in  its  reports, 
abstained  from  taking  any  part  in  the  canvass.  Years 
of  national  peace  combined  with  the  establishment  of  a 
new  order  of  things,  have,  to  a  great  extent,  determined 
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the  issues  which  first  caused  it  to  assume  a  political 
character.  The  settlement  of  the  principles  for  which 
we  contended  did  away  with  the  reasons  which  called 
upon  us  to  move  actively  in  the  arena  of  politics,  and, 
while  it  is  not  deemed  beyond  the  sphere  of  our  organi¬ 
zation  to  take  part  in  any  movement  having  for  its 
object  the  advancement  of  the  people  and  the  good  of 
the  State,  still  the  best  interest  of  the  association 
require  it  to  abstain  from  any  interference  in  merely 
local  partizan  struggles.  The  Board  cannot  better  ex¬ 
press  its  theory  of  the  future  duty  of  the  League  than 
by  reiterating  the  words  of  its  report,  submitted  two 
years  since:  “ Whenever  there  may  arrive  a  question 
that  shall  concern  the  nation  at  large,  one  that  shall 
bring  us  into  the  harmony  in  which  we  moved  through¬ 
out  the  rebellion — such  as  a  threat  of  a  foreign  foe,  the 
adoption  of  a  general  public  policy  or  the  election  of 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  country,  we  may  safely 
predict  that  the  League  will  once  more  resume 
its  activity,  once  more  set  up  its  standard  in  airs 
that  have  rung  with  its  unforgotten  victories,  once 
more  marshal  and  lead  forth  its  moral  and  material 
forces,  once  more  confront  the  open  or  the  insidious 
hostility  of  our  opponents,  once  more  be  found  where  it 
ever  has  been  and  ever  should  be  found,  doing  battle 
for  right — prolonged,  laborious  battle — with  the  sacred 
weapons  of  obvious  truth  and  of  simple  honesty.” 
Until  such  an  occasion  occurs  it  can  afford  to  rest 


proudly  on  its  records  of  the  past,  confident  in  the 
possession  of  its  strength,  and  content  to  keep  it  in 
reserve  until  the  nation  again  needs  its  aid. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1870.  at  a  special  meeting 
of  the  League,  which  was  convened  for  that  purpose — 
the  propriety  of  calling  a  convention  to  amend  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  Pennsylvania,  was  first  broached.  The  reso¬ 
lutions,  which  were  then  almost  unanimously  adopted, 
were  the  first  public  declarations  in  favor  of  that  object. 
A  special  committee  was  appointed,  to  whom  was  en¬ 
trusted  the  task  of  prosecuting  the  effort,  and  through 
its  exertions  combined  with  those  of  kindred  com¬ 
mittees,  the  calling  of  the  convention  was  provided  for. 

On  its  assembling  in  this  city  the  Board  extended  to  its 

% 

members  an  invitation  to  participate  in  the  privileges 
of  the  League  House,  which  was  accepted,  and  of 
which  we  are  pleased  to  record  that  many  availed 
themselves.  After  a  session  of  many  months  it  has 

prepared  a  draft  of  a  constitution,  which  will  be  sub- 

• 

mitted  to  the  people  on  the  16th  day  of  this  month 
for  their  approval  or  rejection.  Whatever  may  he  the 
merits  of  that  instrument,  it  is  certain  that  the  discus¬ 
sion  which  it  has  provoked  has  directed  public  atten¬ 
tion  to  many  evils  which  have  long  needed  correction, 
and  has  made  right-minded  citizens  devote  far  more 
thought  than  thev  would  otherwise  have  done  to  seek- 
ing  out  for  them  a  practical  cure.  Whether  or  not  the 
instrument  as  framed  is  the  best  remedy  for  the  exist- 
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ing  wrongs  in  our  political  system,  is  a  matter  on  which 
there  is  an  honest  difference  of  opinion.  On  a  question 
admitting  of  so  broad  a  discussion  as  the  organic  law  of 
a  state,  there  will  always  he,  in  an  intelligent  com¬ 
munity,  great  variety  of  judgment.  The  Board  of 
Directors,  therefore,  have  deemed  it  inexpedient  for 
the  League  to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  of  a 
question  on  which  there  must  necessarily  he  a  lack  of 
harmony  among  its  members.  We  therefore  consider 
that  the  League  discharges  its  duty  best  by  urging  most 
earnestly  upon  all  within  the  circle  of  its  influence  a 
careful  and  thorough  examination  of  the  new  constitu¬ 
tion,  a  faithful  consideration  of  the  reforms  which  it 
claims  to  make,  and  after  such  examination  an  exercise 
of  the  duty  of  citizenship  at  the  polls,  in  accordance 
with  a  deliberate  judgment  formed  from  a  study  of  the 
instrument.  There  can  be  no  excuse  which  will  justify 
a  failure  to  attend  at  the  approaching  election.  If  it 
becomes  each  one  having  the  interest  of  his  country 
at  heart  to  vote  when  the  only  decision  is  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  persons  who,  for  a  limited  period,  are  to  carry 
on  the  departments  of  government,  how  much  more  is 
it  the  duty  of  each  to  participate  in  an  election  which  is 
to  decide  the  very  foundations  upon  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  itself  is  to  rest  for  probably  a  third  of  a  century 
to  come  ?  In  the  one  case  the  worst  issue  could  be  but 
temporary  in  its  effects;  in  the  other  a  mistake  im¬ 
poses  a  burden,  from  which  it  may  take  a  generation 
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to  free  ourselves.  Let  us  hope,  therefore,  that  every 
member  will  vote  on  the  question  as  his  conscience 
and  judgment  dictates. 

The  Household  history  of  the  League  during  the  year 
has  not  been  without  its  incidents.  On  the  22d  of 
February  the  House  was  thrown  open  to  the  families  of 
the  members,  and  was  thronged  both  day  and  evening, 
with  those  who,  under  the  ordinary  rules,  are  excluded 
from  participation  in  its  privileges.  In  the  month  of  May 
a  special  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Board  to  ar¬ 
range  for  an  Art  Reception  similar  to  those  which  had 
been  heretofore  held  in  our  building.  After  zealous  and 
discriminating  exertion,  the  committee  were  enabled,  on 
October  28th,  29th,  30th  and  31st,  and  November  1st, 
to  exhibit  a  collection  which,  for  merit,  is  believed  to 
have  never  been  surpassed  in  this  city.  Not  only  did 
the  paintings  represent  the  best  types  of  art  in  our  own 
and  neighboring  cities,  but  a  rich  ond  unique  collection 
of  engravings  furnished  an  opportunity  of  studying  the 
history  of  that  branch  of  art  which  has  never  before 
been  afforded  to  the  public.  The  exhibition  was  visited 
by  many  thousands  of  the  friends  of  the  members ;  and 
the  universal  pleasure  and  instruction  thus  given  far 
more  than  compensated  for  the  trifling  expense  it  was 
to  our  treasury  or  brief  inconvenience  to  our  members. 

But  it  is  our  duty  to  record  an  event  of  sadness  as 
well  as  those  of  gaiety.  On  the  19tli  of  August,  Wil¬ 
liam  Morris  Meredith,  the  first  President  of  the  Union 
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League,  died.  To  the  community  in  which  Mr.  Mere¬ 
dith  lived,  and  to  whom  he  was  personally  known,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  write  an  eulogy  on  the  many  eminent 
qualities  of  his  nature.  It  is,  however,  rather  as  the 
patriotic  citizen  than  as  the  man  that  he  was  intimately 
connected  with  this  body.  In  the  days  when  there  was 
no  halting  between  two  opinions,  he  stood  forth  as  a 
leader  in  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  contributed  by  his 
voice  and  presence  towards  the  success  of  every  move¬ 
ment  looking  to  the  upholding  of  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  entrusted  with  the  government  of  the  state. 
Failing  health  and  public  duties  have,  of  late  years, 
severed  him  from  any  active  part  in  the  direction  of  the 
League.  But  the  memory  of  his  earnest  interest  in  our 
earlier  days,  will  always  keep  his  name  connected  with 
the  formation  of  our  organization. 

On  two  occasions  since  the  last  report  was  presented 
have  the  United  States  Centennial  Commissioners, 
having  in  charge  the  Exposition  of  1876,  met  in  this 
city ;  and,  as  is  the  custom,  the  Board  have  extended  to 
them  the  freedom  of  the  House.  The  progress  made 
towards  a  successful  issue  of  the  great  work  committed 
to  these  gentlemen,  is  a  subject  in  which  the  members 
of  the  League  take  the  deepest  interest.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  with  pleasure  that  we  record  the  formal  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  declaring 
the  exhibition  a  fixed  fact,  and  inviting  foreign  nations 
to  participate  in  the  celebration.  By  so  doing  the  gov- 
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eminent  of  the  United  States  has  at  last  placed  itself  in 
the  position  which  it  should  have  at  first  assumed,  and 
given  a  national  recognition  to  a  national  enterprise.  It 
only  now  remains  for  Congress,  disregarding  the  illib¬ 
eral  policy  heretofore  pursued,  to  make  an  appropria¬ 
tion  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  press  forward  the  work 
to  a  speedy  and  successful  completion.  Any  delay  in 
taking  such  a  step  will  tend  to  leave  us  in  1876  in  the 
state  of  semi-preparation  which  has  so  far  been  the  fate 
of  all  such  international  exhibitions.  While  a  refusal 
to  make  any  appropriation  will  disgrace  the  nation  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  world.  It  would  be  well  for  the 
members  of  our  National  Legislature,  who  either 
through  local  feeling  or  a  mistaken  idea  of  the  views  of 
their  constituents  on  the  expenditures  of  the  public 
money  to  remember,  that  the  disapproval  which  will 
follow  even  the  wasteful  appropriation  of  the  funds  of 

government,  will  he  as  nothing  compared  with  the  de- 

•  » 

nuuciation  which  will  attend  the  infliction  of  a  national 
disgrace,  through  an  economy  which  can  only  merit  the 
name  of  parsimony.  Feeling  as  we  do  the  necessity 
for  immediate  action,  with  a  view  to  secure  the  needed 
legislation,  the  League  will  hold  itself  in  readiness  at 
any  time  to  co-operate  in  any  movement  to  forward  such 
speedy  congressional  action  as  is  imperatively  demanded. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that  five 
qundred  and  sixty-eight  volumes  by  purchase,  and 
forty-four  volumes  by  donation  have  been  added  to  the 
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Library  during  the  present  year.  The  amount  ex¬ 
pended  has  been  twenty-one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
dollars  and  fifty-four  cents.  Nineteen  volumes  have 
been  rebound  at  a  cost  of  forty  dollars.  The  total 
number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  forty-one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine.  The  Committee  has  expended  for  news¬ 
papers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals  eleven  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  and  five 
hundred  dollars  for  salary  paid  the  Librarian,  making  in 
all  a  total  outlay  of  thirty-eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  states 
that  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  Committee  has 
held  fifteen  stated  and  special  meetings.  They  have 
recommended  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  candidates 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  membership.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  have  also  recommended  the  names  of  twenty-nine 
proposed  as  correspondents,  and  seven  on  the  army  and 
navy  list  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Board. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  the  Committee 
on  Membership  for  the  care  and  fidelity  with  which  it 
performed  its  responsible  duties  without  thought  of  the 
individual  annoyance  to  its  members,  which  its  faithful 
action  has  often  occasioned. 

The  roll  of  the  League  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1873,  exhibited  the  names  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-one  members.  Of  this  number  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  were  added  since  the  date  of  the  last  report. 


During  the  past  year  we  lost  one  hundred  and  four 
members  by  resignation,  twenty-nine  by  death  and 
nineteen  were  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
Twenty-four  correspondents  have  also  been  added,  some 
of  whom  are  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  admitted 
on  that  footing,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  in  1871.  This  exhibit  shows  an  increase  of 
sixty-one  members  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditors  for 
the  present  year  are  herewith  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion.  The  income  of  the  League  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
first  of  December,  1873,  was  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  thirtv- 
two  cents,  which,  added  to  the  surplus  of  the  previous 
year,  shows  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  sixty- 
eight  cents.  The  disbursements  of  the  year  were  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  and  thirty  dollars 
and  twenty-four  cents,  exhibiting  a  surplus  for  the 
present  year  of  twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  and  forty-four  cents.  From 
this  sum  is  to  be  deducted  a  temporary  loan  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  shortly  to  be  paid  off,  and  an  out¬ 
standing  indebtedness  of  seventeen  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  Board  of  Directors 
informed  the  League  that,  in  accordance  with  the  by- 
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laws,  they  had  increased  the  annual  tax  for  1873  by 
the  addition  of  ten  dollars ;  this  sum  to  be  created  a 
special  fund  for  the  repairing  and  refitting  of  the 
House,  which  action  was  unanimously  concurred  in  by 
the  meeting  From  this  source  there  has  been  received 
$18,310,  all  of  which  has  been  expended  for  the  object 
stated.  When  the  work  was  first  commenced  it  was 
believed  that  this  large  sum  would  thoroughly  effect  the 
objects;  but,  as  the  work  of  repair  progressed,  much  which 
was  entirely  unanticipated  became  necessary.  The  defec¬ 
tive  character  of  some  of  the  original  material  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  house,  as  well  as  the  inevitable 
addition  to  the  contemplated  expenses  of  any  improve¬ 
ment,  have  largely  added  to  the  cost.  Rebuilding  the 
flues,  relaying  floor  foundations,  drainage,  grading  and 
curbing  and  other  expenditures  found  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary,  have  forced  the  Board  to  exceed  the  estimate,  so 
that  the  special  fund  is  to-day  overdrawn  to  the  extent 
of  about  eight  thousand  dollars.  This  deficiency,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  unusually  heavy  loss  on  the  restaurant, 
show  a  balance  on  the  debit  side  of  the  Treasurer’s  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  past  year.  In  view  of  this  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs  the  Board  have  preferred  the  alterna¬ 
tive  of  raising  the  necessary  sum  to  liquidate  this  debt 
by  a  continuance,  for  the  coming  year,  of  the  tax  at 
thirty-five  dollars  rather  than  borrow  the  money  to  pay 
outstanding  indebtedness.  The  additional  burden  falls 
lightly  on  each  member,  and  when  it  is  remembered 
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how  great  the  privileges  which  are  at  his  disposal  for 
the  small  payment,  it  is  believed  that  the  course  deter¬ 
mined  upon  will  be  fully  justified.  We  have  a  building 
of  which  we  have  good  cause  to  be  proud ;  so  handsome 
is  its  proportions  and  so  well  adapted  to  the  uses  for 
which  it  is  designed,  that  it  is  viewed  as  one  of  the 
the  public  institutions  of  Philadelphia  Sound  policy, 
as  real  estate  owners,  requires  that  we  should  keep 
such  a  building  in  thorough  repair,  and  it  is  to 
accomplish  this  object  that  the  additional  tax  is 
levied.  Many  of  the  expenses  incurred  are  in  the 
nature  of  an  investment  rather  than  an  outlay,  as  they 
tend  to  the  permanent  improvement  of  our  property. 
Unless  some  unforseen  occurrence  should  make  new 
demands,  it  is  hoped  that  the  proceeds  from  the  tax  for 
1874  will  so  thoroughly  renovate  the  property  as  to 
make  no  other  expenditure  upon  it  necessary  for  many 
years  to  come. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

S.  A.  CALDWELL, 

Secretary. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1873. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia: 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned,  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  exam¬ 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in 
the  aggregate  the  following  figures : 

On  hand  December  1,  1872,  cash  in  bank,  $425  50 
$18,000  Penn’a  It.  It.  Gen’l  Mort.  Bonds,  17,010  00 


$1,500  Union  League  Bonds, 

# 

1,431 

25 

$2,000  loan  on  collateral, 

4 

# 

2,000 

00 

Stock  on  hand  in  restaurant, 

* 

• 

5,782 

61 

$26,649 

36 

Subject  to  a  Temporary  Loan 

of  . 

• 

15,000 

00 

$11,649 

36 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1869,  at  $25, 

$25 

00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1870,  at  $25, 

25 

00 

Annual  tax  from  2  members,  1871,  at  $25, 

50 

00 

Annual  tax  from  23  members, 

1872, 

at 

$25, . 

# 

575 

00 

Annual  tax  from  13  members, 

1872, 

at 

$12.50,  .... 

• 

162 

50 

Annual  tax  from  1844  members 

,  1873, 

at 

$35,  ..... 

64,540 

00 

Annual  tax  from  3  members, 

1873, 

at 

$17.50,  .... 

a 

s 

52 

50 

Entrance  fee  from  203  members. 

, 1873, 

at 

$25,  ..... 

• 

# 

5,075 

00 

Entrance  fee  from  6  members, 

1873, 

at 

$100,  .... 

600 

00 

— - 

$71,105 

00 

From  Correspondents, 

» 

. 

910 

00 

From  Billiards, 

• 

• 

3,429 

03 

From  Temporary  Loans, 

• 

. 

20,000 

00 

From  Bestaurant  Sales,  . 

• 

61,369 

06 

Interest  on  Bonds  and  Bents, 

# 

2,844 

42 

Sale  of  Household  Effects, 

# 

171 

66 

Stock  on  hand  in  Bestaurant,  . 

4 

• 

5,610 

68 

Bills  due  sundry  parties, 

. 

• 

17,666 

47 

$111,091  32 


$194,755  68 
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Amount  forward,  ......  .$194,755  68 


EXPENDITURES. 


House  and  lot  131  South  Fifteenth  street, 
Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds  and 

$1,849 

74 

Loans,  ...... 

8,149 

17 

Household  Effects,  .... 

9,370 

22 

Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

5,000 

00 

Expenses,  ...... 

57,873 

27 

Bills  due  sundry  parties  in  1872, 

5,934 

06 

Library  Committee,  .... 

3,874 

27 

Restaurant,  ...... 

79,979 

51 

172,030  24 


Balance,  .....  $22,725  44 

$18,000  Penn’a  B.  R.  Gren’l  Mort.  Bonds,  $17,010  00 
Cash  in  Bank,  .  .  ,  .  .  104  76 

Stock  on  hand  in  Restaurant,  .  .  .  5,610  68 

-  22,725  44 


Subject  to  a  Temporary  Loan  of  .  .  $20,000  00 

C.  J.  Hoffman,  ~) 

Samuel  B.  Thomas,  V  Auditors. 
James  B.  Agnew,  ) 
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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


Sinc E  our  last  annual  meeting  the  Union  League  has 
taken  no  active  part  in  the  elections  which  have  re¬ 
sulted  adversely  to  the  Republican  Party.  For  the 
second  time  in  the  history  of  the  League  that  party 
has  been  defeated  at  the  polls  in  Pennsylvania.  This 
result  was  achieved  without  unusual  effort  by,  and 
much  to  the  surprise  of  the  opposition.  They  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  our  State  would  abandon  her 
well  settled  Republican  faith,  and  place  herself  on  the 
Democratic  platform,  which  she  has  so  often  condemned, 
and  which  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  ten  years  ago. 
But  whenever  the  business  of  a  country  is  depressed  as 
it  has  been  in  the  United  States  for  many  months,  the 
party  in  power  is  always  held  responsible  for  it,  no  matter 
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what  the  real  cause  may  be.  And  it  has  thus  happened 
that  the  Republican  Party,  which  has  always  been  in 
sympathy  with  American  labor  and  American  industrial 
interests,  has  fallen,  as  those  interests  have  temporarily 
fallen,  from  causes  which  appear  to  be  beyond  the  con¬ 
trol  of  political  organizations. 

Nevertheless  there  has  been  just  ground  for  discon¬ 
tent  among  Republican  voters,  with  the  character  of 
many  of  the  candidates  presented  to  them  for  public 
office,  and  this  certainly  operated  to  a  considerable 
extent  to  promote  the  result.  No  one  who  is  not 
qualified  by  proper  education  to  perform  the  duties  of 
a  public  office,  or  who  is  morally  unfit  for  it,  has  a  right 
to  be  a  candidate.  But  incompetent  and  unworthy 
persons  are  so  often  in  the  ascendency,  and  the  public 
interests  are  so  often  subordinated  to  those  of  corrupt 
and  designing  men,  that  good  citizens  are  losing  sight  of 
party  lines,  and  either  refuse  to  vote  at  all,  or  cast  their 
votes  for  men  whom  they  believe  to  be  honest  and 
capable  and  faithful  to  the  constitution.  The  Republi¬ 
can  Party  is  thus  dividing  against  itself,  and  must 
inevitably  and  deservedly  remain  defeated,  if  those 
who  have  the  power  to  control  its  nominations  refuse 
to  exercise  that  power  with  a  view  to  the  public 
welfare. 

The  members  of  this  League  at  a  general  meeting 
called  by  the  Board  of  Directors  and  held  on  the  20th 
of  November  last,  spoke  in  no  uncertain  tones,  words  of 


advice  and  warning  upon  this  subject.  A  committee  of 
fifty-eight  members  was  appointed  by  authority  of  the 
meeting,  to  take  such  measures  as  they  might  consider 
necessary  and  proper  to  secure  the  nomination  of  unex¬ 
ceptionable  candidates  within  the  Republican  Party,  to 
be  voted  for  at  the  municipal  election  in  February  next. 
That  committee  is  now  actively  at  work.  They  will 
probably  find  that  one  of  the  great  evils  of  the  day  is 
the  pernicious  sentiment  which  discourages  competent 
and  good  men  from  accepting  the  responsibilities  of 
public  office ;  and  if  the  action  of  the  League  should  ac¬ 
complish  no  other  end  than  that  of  inducing  our  citizens 
to  regard  the  public  service  as  an  honorable  employment, 
worthy  the  ambition  of  any  virtuous  man,  our  effort  for 
reform  will  not  have  been  in  vain. 

Within  the  last  year  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  have 
adopted  a  new  Constitution.  Under  this  instrument  the 
relative  rights  and  duties  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  municipal  government  have  undergone  great  changes. 
In  order  that  proper  legislation  should  be  enacted  to 
secure  the  utmost  efficiency  in  the  re-organization,  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  January  last,  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  twenty  members  of  the  League,  to  prepare  drafts 
of  acts  for  submission  to  the  Legislature  at  Harrisburg, 
with  authority  to  confer  with  other  similar  committees 
from  other  bodies.  It  is  hoped  that  much  good  may  be 
accomplished  by  united  action  in  favor  of  carefully  di¬ 
gested  laws. 
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On  the  23d  of  February,  the  Board  of  Directors  ap¬ 
pointed  a  special  committee  to  proceed  to  Washington 
and  urge  upon  Congress  the  passage  of  the  law  then 
pending,  which  made  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the 
Centennial  Exhibition  in  1876.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  mistaken  economy  of  Congress  led  it  to  refuse 
the  contribution  desired,  and  threw  upon  the  individual 
citizen  the  task,  which  of  right,  should  have  been  dis¬ 
charged  by  the  Nation.  It  is  peculiarly  gratifying 
therefore  to  be  able  to  say,  that  through  the  liberality 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  mainly  of  Philadelphia,  the  entire 
and  complete  success  of  the  Exhibition  is  assured,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  denial  of  governmental  assistance. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that  two 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  volumes  by  purchase  and 
thirty-two  volumes  by  donation,  have  been  added  to  the 
Library  during  the  present  year.  The  amount  expend¬ 
ed  has  been  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and 
twenty-six  cents.  Nine  volumes  have  been  rebound  at 
a  cost  of  twenty-one  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents.  The 
total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  forty-three 
hundred.  The  Committee  has  expended  for  news¬ 
papers,  magazines,  and  other  periodicals,  fourteen  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents,  and  six 
hundred  dollars  for  salary  paid  the  librarian,  making  a 
total  outlay  of  three  thousand  and  nineteen  dollars  and 
sixty-three  cents. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  states 
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that  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  Committee  has 
held  ten  stated  and  special  meetings.  They  have  re¬ 
commended  eight  candidates  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  membership.  The  Committee  have  also  recom¬ 
mended  the  names  of  fourteen  proposed  as  corres¬ 
pondents,  and  nine  on  the  army  and  navy  list,  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Board. 

The  roll  of  the  League  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1874,  exhibited  the  names  of  sixteen  hundred  and 
sixty-six  members ;  of  this  number  ten  were  added 
since  the  date  of  the  last  report.  During  the  past 
year  we  lost  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  members 
by  resignation,  twenty-nine  by  death,  and  forty-one 
were  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  Twenty-one 
correspondents  have  also  been  added,  some  of  whom  are 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  admitted  on  that  footing 
in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board  in  1S71. 
This  exhibit  shows  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
members  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year.  The  total 
number  of  correspondents  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  present  year  is 
herewith  submitted  for  examination  The  income  of 
the  League  for  the  year  ending  on  the  first  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1874,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents. 
The  disbursements  of  the  year  were  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  thousand,  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars 
and  fifty-four  cents,  exhibiting  a  surplus  for  the 
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present  year  of  six  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  four¬ 
teen  cents.  The  amount  of  outstanding  indebtedness 
is  twelve  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four 
dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents. 

The  statement  of  the  Auditors  herewith  submitted, 
shows  in  detail  the  receipts  and  disbursements.  The 
loss  on  the  restaurant  account  for  the  past  year  is 
$5,113  47,  which  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of 
any  preceding  year,  and  with  that  of  almost  any  similar 
organization.  By  the  system  of  book-keeping  always 
adopted  in  the  League,  every  item  properly  chargeable 

to  the  restaurant,  including  servants’  wages  and  the 

\ 

proportion  of  the  general  expenses,  are  charged  against 
this  account.  Hence  the  member  can  see  an  exact  state¬ 
ment  of  this  department.  The  Board  deem  it  better  to 
so  keep  the  accounts,  rather  than  conceal  the  actual  loss 
by  charging  wages  to  the  house  account,  and  crediting 
the  restaurant  with  billiard  receipts.  The  experience 
of  every  club,  both  in  New  York  and  this  city,  shows, 
that  by  this  system  of  accounts,  a  loss  on  the  restaurant 
is  always  apparent.  This  exhibit  is  secured  notwith¬ 
standing  the  very  large  diminution  in  receipts,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  economy  which  has  grown  up  from  the 
general  dullness  of  business. 

By  the  extra  assessment  of  $10  heretofore  levied, 
the  League  House  has  been  put  in  repair,  so  that  the 
only  contemplated  expenditures,  are  those  for  decoration 
rather  than  necessity. 
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In  view  of  the  present  financial  condition  of  the 
League,  the  Board  of  Directors  have  reduced  the 
annual  tax  for  1875  to  $25. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1865,  the  League  executed 
to  Adolph  E.  Borie,  Esq.,  and  Cadwalader  Biddle,  Esq., 
Trustees,  a  mortgage  on  its  house  and  lot,  to  secure 
$120,000  of  bonds  issued  for  the  erection  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  Under  the  terms  of  the  mortgage  the  League 
covenanted  to  pay  Joseph  B.  Townsend,  Esq.,  and 
Edward  C.  Knight,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
$2000  per  annum.  At  the  present  time  $46,000  of  the 
bonds  are  held  by  the  Trustees,  leaving  only  $74,000 
outstanding.  This  shows  an  annual  average  reduction  of 
$5000  of  our  bonded  debt,  being  largely  in  excess  of 
the  reduction  covenanted  for. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1872  the  League  adopted 
an  amendment  to  the  By-Laws,  whereby  the  initi¬ 
ation  fee  was  fixed  at  $100.  This  step  was  proper 
because  the  intrinsic  value  of  each  member’s  share  of 
the  assets  of  the  League  was  worth  double  the  fee  fixed. 
Since  that  date  however,  the  general  prostration  of  busi¬ 
ness  consequent  on  the  crisis  of  1873,  has  made  it  diffi¬ 
cult  for  many  gentlemen,  whose  presence  with  us  as 
members  is  much  to  be  desired,  to  pay  so  large  a  sum 
and  they  hesitate  to  join  because  of  the  expense. 
Hence  the  Board  deem  it  a  matter  worthy  of  the  care¬ 
ful  consideration  of  the  members,  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  should  not  be  some  modification  in  the  fee  fixed. 
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They  have  accordingly  caused  the  necessary  notice  for 
an  amendment  to  Sec.  3,  Art.  III.  of  the  By-Laws  to 
be  posted,  in  order  that  the  question  may  be  brought 
before  the  annual  meeting,  where  it  is  hoped  it  will 
receive  the  attention  it  deserves. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

S.  A.  CALDWELL, 

Secretary. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT 


Philadelphia,  December  10,  1874. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia : 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned,  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them  with  the 
vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the  aggregate 
the  following  figures : 

Cash  on  hand,  December  1,  1873,  .....  $104  76 

Annual  tax  from  15  members,  1873,  at  $35,  .  $525  00 

Annual  tax  from  1622  members,  1874,  at  $35,  .  56,770  00 
Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1874,  at  $17  50,  .  17  50 

Received  entrance  fee  from  10  members,  at  $100,  1,000  00 
Received  from  88  correspondents,  for  1874,  at  $10,  880  00 

1  correspondent,  for  1875,  at  $10,  10  00 


a 


a 


Li 

li 

a 

a 

Li 

a 


Li 

il 

a 

a 

a 


Billiards,  .... 
Interest  on  Bonds  and  Loans, 
Rent  of  5  houses, 


$570  33 
1,596  85 


Restaurant  sales,  ..... 
Sale  of  $18,000  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Genl. 

Mortgage  Bonds,  .... 
Money  borrowed,  ..... 


EXPENDITURES. 


Repairs,  &c.,  1419  Moravian  Street, 
1421  “  “ 

1414  Sansom  Street,  . 


a 

Li 


Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds,  de¬ 
posited  in  Bank  acct.,  from  which 
holders  are  paid,  .... 
Interest  on  money  borrowed,  &c.,  . 

Household  Effects,  . 

Trustees  Sinking  Fund, 
Entertainments,  . 

Repairs  to  League  House, 

Renewing  Household  Effects, 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent, 

Fuel,  .... 

Ice,  ..... 

Gas,  ..... 

Salaries,  Wages  and  Board  of  Em 
ployees,  .... 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  . 


Library  Committee, 

Loans  paid, 

Restaurant,  including  wages,  board  of  waiters,  &c.  52,927  67 


$40  14 
11  64 
75  25 


$7,200  00 
1,194  97 


$103  90 
1,524  03 
8,201  52 
2,902  67 
2,029  15 
2,093  08 
5,356  36 

10,703  90 
6,017  43 


59,202  50 
2,871  40 


2,167  18 
44,648  59 

16,161  25 
5,000  00 

$130,155  68 


$127  03 


8,394  97 
3.150  20 
3,000  00 


38,932  04 
3,019  63 
20,000  0O 


129,551  54 


Balance  on  hand  in  cash, 


$604  14 
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RESTAURANT. 

Stock  on  hand,  December  1,  1873, 

Paid  in  the  year,  ..... 

Bills  due  and  unpaid,  December  1,  1874,  . 


Deduct  Bills  due  and  unpaid,  Dec.  1,  1873, 
Stock  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1874, 

Received  during  the  year,  . 


•  • 

$5,610 

68 

•  • 

m 

52,927 

67 

• 

• 

4,012 

94 

$62,551 

29 

$7,855 

bj  b* 

7 1 

4,933 

46 

44,648 

59 

57,437 

82 

Loss  in  the  year, 


$5,113  4, 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1,  1873. 

Money  borrowed,  .....  $20,000  00 
Bills  for  Household  Effects,  .  .  .  2,900  20 

“  Expenses,  ..... 

“  Restaurant,  ..... 

Due  Bondholders  Interest  acct.  for  July, 

1873,  not  called  for,  ....  1,000  00 

Due  Trustees’  Sinking  Fund  for  1873,  .  1,000  00 


4,910  50 
7,855  77 


$37,666  47 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1,  1874. 


Money  borrowed, 

Bills  for  Household  Effects, 

“  Expenses, 

“  Restaurant,  . 

Due  Bondholders,  Interest  acct.  for 
1874,  not  called  for, 


July> 


$5,000  00 
1,600  49 
1,181  54 
4,012  94 

1.000  00 


Decrease  of  indebtedness, 


12,794  97 
$24,871  50 


Bonded  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1,  1874. 

Outstanding  Bonds  of  the  League,  .  .  $120,000  00 
Bond  and  Mortgage  on  131  S.  15th  St..  .  10,000  00 


Less  Bonds  of  the  League,  purchased  and  held  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  ..... 


Respectfully  submitted, 


$130,000  00 
46,000  00 
$84,000  00 


E.  W.  Bailey, 
Lindley  Smyth, 
Wm.  S.  Grant, 


Auditors. 
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THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  interest 
in  the  history  of  the  Union  League.  A  little  more 
than  a  year  ago,  the  Congressional  elections  through¬ 
out  the  country  resulted  so  disastrously  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  that  we  are  now,  for  the  first  time 
in  sixteen  years,  about  to  witness  the  assembling 
of  a  Democratic  House  of  Representatives.  This 
was  an  unlooked-for  result.  As  was  stated  in  the 
last  Report,  there  had  been  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  Pennsylvania  would  abandon  her  well-settled 
Republican  faith  and  place  herself  upon  a  platform 
which  she  had  so  often  condemned.  But  a  long 
period  of  success  had  made  the  Republican  party 
careless  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  and  unmind¬ 
ful  of  the  demands  of  the  people  for  improvement 

in  the  character  of  the  public  men  of  the  country. 
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When  therefore,  candidates  who  had  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  better  and  more  thinking  element 
of  the  Republican  party,  were  again  presented  in 
October  1874,  the  result  was  an  almost  universal 
defeat.  Some  such  lesson  was  needed  to  arouse  the 
League  and  the  Republican  party  in  this  State  from 
the  lethargy  which  had  overtaken  them.  It  was 
clear  that  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party  had 
been  due  not  to  any  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  our  Commonwealth,  and  that  it  did  not,  in 
any  sense,  indicate  a  departure  from  the  principles 
of  government,  which  had  for  so  many  years  guided 
her  political  action.  On  the  contrary,  this  result  was 
due  solely  to  the  greatly  increasing  dissatisfaction 
in  the  Republican  party  itself  with  the  character  of 
those  who  had  been  intrusted  with  its  management, 
and*  to  a  consequent  powerful  defection  for  the  time 
from  the  party  ranks.  A  large  portion  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  thus  showed  its  determined  intention  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  personal  fitness  and 
worth  of  candidates  for  office  as  of  the  first  impor¬ 
tance,  and  to  decline  to  vote  for  the  candidates  pre¬ 
sented,  when  they  did  not  fill  the  full  measure  of 
these  requirements. 

It  was  the  recognized  necessity  of  conceding  the 
justice  of  the  call  for  a  change  in  this  respect,  which 
led  to  the  general  meeting  of  the  League  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1874.  Although  the  question  then  presented  and 
the  offices  to  be  filled  were  altogether  of  a  municipal 


character,  it  was  felt  that,  to  secure  the  future  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Republican  party,  our  city  presented  a 
field  for  work,  which  ousdit  not  and  could  not  be 
neglected.  The  correctness  of  this  supposition  is 
clearly  shown  by  the  result  of  the  recent  election, 
which  disclosed  the  important  fact  that  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  outside  of  Philadelphia,  was  upon 
that  occasion  Democratic,  and  that  the  Republican 
ascendency  in  our  State  mav  in  the  future  depend 
upon  the  preservation  of  a  large  Republican  majority 
in  our  city. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  Report,  the  Committee  of 
Fifty-eight,  which  had  been  appointed  at  the  meeting 
referred  to  under  resolutions  then  adopted,  was  about 
entering  upon  its  duties.  Its  subsequent  efforts, 
w’hile  not  wholly  successful  in  causing  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  such  nominations  as  commanded  the  undi¬ 
vided  commendation  and  support  of  all  our  party 
friends,  were  of  such  force  that  two  of  the  candi¬ 
dates  originally  named  by  the  conventions,  and  whose 
nomination  was  considered  peculiarly  objectionable 
and  most  likely  to  endanger  the  result  of  the  elec¬ 
tion,  were,  upon  the  objection  of  that  Committee, 
withdrawn  and  others  substituted.  This  recogni- 
tion  of  the  influence  of  the  League,  and  through  it 
of  that  of  the  large  number  of  voters  of  whom  it 
was  considered  to  be  the  exponent,  was  so  encour¬ 
aging  that  the  Board  of  Directors,  upon  the  approach 
of  the  time  for  nominating  candidates  for  the  late 
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November  election,  felt  bound  to  endeavor  still  fur¬ 
ther  to  exert  this  influence  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  such  nominations  by  the  Republican  party 
as  would  command  the  undivided  suffrages  of  its 
members.  A  new  Committee  of  sixty-two  members 
was  accordingly  appointed  by  the  President,  under 
resolutions  of  the  Board,  adopted  April  13,  1875, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  The  history 
of  the  action  of  this  Committee  is  too  recent  and 
too  well  known  to  all  the  members  to  need  any 
very  detailed  statement  of  its  proceedings.  Pur¬ 
suing  very  much  the  course  of  action  adopted  by 
its  predecessor,  it  finally  upon  September  24,  1875, 
adopted  a  preamble  and  series  of  resolutions,  strongly 
commending  the  Republican  nominations  for  Gov¬ 
ernor,  State  Treasurer,  and  Judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas  of  Philadelphia,  and  declining  to  indorse  the 
nominations  for  Clerk  of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  Re¬ 
corder  of  Deeds,  and  City  Commissioners.  This 
independent  action  took  the  community  by  surprise 
and  produced  a  great  excitement  among  those  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  League  who  differed  with  the  conclusions 
of  the  Committee.  At  the  request  of  a  large  number, 
a  general  meeting  of  the  League  was  called  and  held 
upon  October  14,  1875,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  action  of  the  Committee.  The  meeting  was  more 
numerously  attended  than  any  other  in  the  history 
of  the  League,  and,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
the  proceedings  were  of  the  most  earnest  character. 
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A  resolution  was  finally  adopted  to  submit  the 
question,  whether  or  not  the  decision  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Sixty-two.  as  to  the  unindorsed  municipal 
candidates,  should  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
League,  to  a  ballot  of  the  members,  to  be  taken 
during  the  two  days  following.  The  ballot  was 
taken,  and  resulted  in  a  vote  of  644  ayes  and  551 
nays, — a  majority  of  193  ayes. 

The  State  and  County  election  followed  soon  after, 
and  resulted  in  the  success  of  all  the  Republican 
candidates.  The  majorities  of  those  candidates  who 
were  disapproved  of  by  the  League  were,  however, 
so  much  inferior  to  those  of  the  others,  that  the 
action  of  the  League  appears  to  have  had  a  very 
great  influence  upon  the  voting  community. 

The  Board  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  further  re¬ 
fer  to  the  action  of  its  Committee ;  its  work,  wdiether 
wise  or  unwise,  has  been  done,  and  was  finally 
approved  of  by  a  large  majority  of  the  members. 

The  important  question  for  the  members  at  the 
approaching  general  meeting  is,  what  shall  be  the 
course  of  our  organization  in  matters  of  like  nature 
in  the  future.  Three  distinct  lines  of  conduct  seem 
to  be  open  : — to  withdraw  the  League  from  any 
participation  whatever  in  political  affairs,  and  to 
continue  it  only  as  a  social  club  for  the  recreation 
and  accommodation  of  its  members;  to  withdraw'  it 
from  the  field  of  municipal  politics  only,  leaving  it 
free  to  act  upon  subjects  of  National  or  State  concern  ; 
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or  simply  to  prescribe  such  restraints  upon  the  mode 

of  the  exercise  of  any  of  its  functions  in  reference  to 

*/ 

either  National,  State,  or  Municipal  politics,  as  will 
enable  a  majority  of  all  its  members  for  the  time 
being  to  command  the  action  of  the  League  in 
reference  to  all  these  subjects. 

There  is,  without  doubt,  a  division  of  opinion 
among  the  members  of  the  League  upon  this  whole 
question ;  and  in  view  of  this  fact,  and  indeed,  of 
difference  in  the  Board  itself,  it  does  not  seem  that 
anything  more  should  be  said  in  this  Report,  than  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  several 
propositions  which  have  been  made,  and  to  invite 
their  careful  consideration  of  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  future  of  the  League. 

The  Report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  an 
addition  of  110  volumes  to  the  Library  during  the 
past  year,  77  of  which  were  purchased,  and  the 
remainder  obtained  by  gift.  The  sum  of  $313.07 
has  been  expended  for  books,  $59.55  for  rebinding, 
$1158.42  for  newspapers,  magazines,  and  other  peri¬ 
odicals,  and  $600  for  salary  of  the  Librarian,  making 
a  total  of  $2181.04.  The  whole  number  of  volumes 
in  the  Library  is  now  4456. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership 
shows  that  12  stated  meetings  have  been  held,  and 
that  51  candidates  were  recommended  to  the  Board 
of  D  irectors  for  membership,  all  of  whom  were  duly 
admitted.  This  is  a  gratifying  increase  over  last 
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year.  The  names  of  37  gentlemen  were  also  recom¬ 
mended  as  correspondents. 

The  roll  of  the  League  on  the  first  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1875,  contained  the  names  of  1558  members, 
36  of  whom  were  added  since  the  date  of  the  last 
Report.  The  total  loss  of  members  during  the  year 
was  23  by  death,  54  by  resignation,  and  67  by  sus¬ 
pension  for  non-payment  of  dues.  23  new  corres¬ 
pondents  have  joined,  13  of  them  being  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy.  The  net  result  is  a  loss  of 
108  members  in  comparison  with  the  membership 
a  year  ago.  The  correspondents  number  102. 

The  Report  of  the  House  Committee  shows  a  loss 
in  the  Restaurant  Department  during  the  year  of 
$3094.81,  a  decrease  of  over  $2000  from  that  of  last 
year.  The  household  expenditures  are  also  very  much 
less  than  those  of  last  year.  A  number  of  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  administration  of  the  house, 
which  have  been  beneficial  and  it  is  believed  have 
met  with  general  satisfaction  among  the  members. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  one  of  the  greatest  advan¬ 
tages  of  membership  in  the  League  is  the  enjoyment 
of  its  elegant  and  commodious  house,  and  the  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  social  life  for  which  it  is  so  well 
suited.  Although  our  city  has  within  a  few  years  seen 
the  establishment  of  several  new  associations  of  this 
kind,  none  of  them  can  offer  the  comfortable  and 
varied  accommodation  which  the  League  House  pre¬ 
sents.  The  social  character  of  the  League  must  ever 
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remain,  as  was  originally  designed,  one  of  its  promi¬ 
nent  features,  and  indeed,  will  likely  demand  more 
attention  than  it  has  hitherto  received. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  present  year 
is  also  presented  for  examination.  The  total  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  League,  from  all  sources,  for  the  year 
ending  December  1,  1875,  were  $93,118.42,  being 
$37,037.26  less  than  last  year;  and  the  total  pay¬ 
ments  $92,288.30,  being  $37,263.24  less  than  last 
year;  leaving  a  balance  of  $830.12.  The  outstanding 
temporary  indebtedness  is  $17,150.33,  an  increase  of 
$4,355.36  over  that  existing  a  year  ago.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  outstanding  mortgage  bonds  of  the  League 
have  been  reduced  $5000  by  the  purchase  of  bonds 
to  that  amount  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  statement  of  the  Auditors,  also  herewith  pre¬ 
sented,  shows  the  various  items  of  receipt  and  expen¬ 
diture  in  detail. 

The  Centennial  year  will  draw  a  large  number  of 
distinguished  strangers  to  our  city,  nearly  all  of 
whom  will  be  invited,  from  time  to  time,  to  enjoy 
the  hospitalities  of  the  League  House.  The  house 
imperatively  demands  redecoration  and  refitting  in 
many  parts,  to  make  it  present  a  creditable  appear¬ 
ance  during  the  holiday  year  of  the  Nation.  The 
experience  of  the  past  year  has  shown  that  an  assess¬ 
ment  of  $25  is  scarcely  sufficient,  with  the  present 
membership  and  with  strict  economy,  to  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
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of  the  League.  The  temporary  debt  now  existing 
must  be  paid,  and  a  considerable  expenditure  be 
made  upon  some  parts  of  the  house.  To  meet  these 
extraordinary  purposes,  the  Board  estimate  that  an 
extra  assessment  of  $15  at  least  will  be  required, 
and  in  view  of  this  necessity,  have  fixed  the  annual 
tax  for  1876  at  $40. 

It  will  also  be  incumbent  upon  the  League,  besides 
the  mere  reception  of  many  strangers  next  year,  to 
entertain  in  a  suitable  manner  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  who  will  then  visit  our  city.  The  gen¬ 
eral  funds  of  the  League  cannot  be  devoted  to  such 
an  object,  and  the  Board  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  members  to  the  necessity  which  will  exist  for 
providing  means,  by  subscription  or  otherwise,  for 
this  purpose. 

But  a  few  days  ago  the  nation  was  pained  to  learn 
of  the  sudden  death  of  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Lhiited  States.  The  Board  of 
Directors,  at  a  special  meeting,  November  23,  1875, 
adopted  the  following  resolutions,  in  which  it  is 
believed  the  League  will  join  with  a  heartfelt 
unanimity : 

• 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  have  heard  with  profound  sorrow 
of  the  loss  to  the  nation  in  the  death  of  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  LTnited  States,  and  desiring  to  unite  with  their  fellow-citizens 
in  such  tribute  to  his  memory  as  his  exalted  station  and  private  and 
public  virtues  render  appropriate,  do  Resolve  : 

That  the  death  of  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  has  deprived  the  nation  of  the  services  of  a  citizen,  eminent  for  his 
patriotism,  statesmanship,  purity  of  motive,  political  and  moral  integrity, 
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•and  singleness  of  purpose  in  his  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
people.  He  was  wise  in  counsel,  fearless  and  strong  in  debate  and 
action,  and  his  character  and  example  were  such  as  to  place  him  in  the 
foremost  ranks  of  those  who  can  justly  be  pointed  to  as  worthy  of  imitation. 

That  the  Union  League  recall  with  especial  gratitude  the  memory  of 
the  vigorous,  faithful,  unflinching,  and  indefatigable  labors  of  the  late 
Vice-President  throughout  his  whole  political  career  in  the  cause  of 
oppressed  humanity,  and  for  the  advancement  and  elevation  of  the  whole 
people  in  the  preservation  and  enjoyment  of  the  sacred  rights  of  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

That  we  record  with  more  than  ordinary  feelings  of  thankfulness  that 
the  late  Vice-President  was  ever  a  firm  and  strongly  attached  friend  to  the 
Union  League,  recognizing  the  services  of  the  body  in  sustaining  the 
National  Government  in  the  days  of  peril  and  trial,  and  cheerfully  and 
unselfishly  lending  his  personal  aid,  under  the  auspices  of  the  League,  for 
the  success  of  the  political  principles  which  he,  in  full  sympathy  with 
their  efforts,  believed  to  be  for  the  best  good  of  the  country. 

That  a  committee  of  thirteen,  of  which  the  President  of  the  League  shall 
be  chairman,  be  appointed  with  power  to  act,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
such  arrangements  as  shall  insure  a  participation  of  the  members  in  such 
marks  of  respect  as  may  be  shown  to  the  remains  of  the  late  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  in  their  progress  through  the  city. 

That  the  colors  of  the  League  and  the  hall  of  the  house  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  thirty  days. 

The  remains  of  the  late  Vice-President  rested  in 
Independence  Hall  during  the  night  of  November 
26th.  Upon  the  following  morning,  a  large  number 
of  the  members  of  the  League  assembled  at  the 
house,  and  proceeded  in  a  body  to  unite  in  the 
funeral  ceremonies  which  then  took  place. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


WM.  CAM  AC,  Secretary . 


AUDITORS’  REPORT 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1875. 
To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  : 


Gentlemen, — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Union  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  ex¬ 
amined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the 
aggregate  the  following  figures  : 


Cash  on  hand,  December  1,  1874  . 

Annual  tax  from  17  members,  1874,  at  $35  . 

“  “  “  1477  members,  1875,  at  $25 

“  “  “  10  members,  1875,  at  $12.50 

Received  entrance  fee  from  30  members,  at  $50 
“  from  76  correspondents  for  1875,  at  $10 


$595  00 
36,925  00 
125  00 
1,800  00 
760  00 


“  Billiards 
“  Rent  of  five  houses 
“  Restaurant  sales 
“  Money  borrowed  . 


$604  14 


40,205  00 
2,231  97 
1,380  00 
45,697  31 
3,000  00 


$93,118  42 

EXPENDITURES. 


Repairs,  etc.,  1412  Sansom  Street  . 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds,  deposited 
Bank  acct.,  from  which  holders  are  paid  . 


Interest  on  money  borrowed,  etc. 

Household  Effects  ...... 

Trustees  Sinking  Fund  ..... 

Entertainments  .....  $455 

Repairs  to  League  House  .  .  .  704 

Renewing  Household  Effects  .  .  4,699 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent  ....  2,845 

Fuel . 1,950 

Ice . 221 

Gas . 4,431 

Salaries,  Wages  and  Board  of  Employes  11,466 
Miscellaneous  Expenses  .  .  .  3,992 


.  $10 

in 

.  6,200 
785 
.  1,977 
.  2,000 
95 
23 
21 


55 

70 

26 

23 


22 


87 


Library  Committee 
Loan  paid  .... 
Temporary  Insurances  . 
Restaurant,  including  Wages, 
etc . 


... -  30,767 

.  2,181 
.  5  000 

.  .  .  .  458 

Board  of  Waiters, 

.  42,909 


00 

00 

00 

19 

00 


22 

04 

00 


30 


92,288  30 


Balance  on  hand  in  Bank  ....  $830  12 


16 


17 


RESTAURANT. 


Stock  on  hand,  December  1,  1874  .  .  .  $4,983  46 

Paid  in  the  year  ......  42,909  30 

Bills  due  and  unpaid,  December  1,  1875  .  .  9,471  27 

_____  $57,314  03 

Deduct  Bills  due  and  unpaid,  December  1,  1874  .  $4,012  94 

Stock  on  hand,  December  1,  1875  .  .  .  4,508  97 

Received  during  the  rear  .....  45,697  31 

— - 54,219  22 

Loss  in  the  year  ......  $3,094  81 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1,  1875. 


Money  borrowed  .... 
Bills  for  Restaurant  .... 

“  “  Expenses  .... 

Due  Bondholders,  Interest  not  called  for 


.  $3,000  00 
.  9,471  27 

2,679  06 

.  2,000  00 


$17,150  33 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1,  1874. 


Money  borrowed  ......  $5,000  00 

Bills  for  Household  Effects  ....  1,600  49 

“  “  Expenses  ......  1,181  54 

“  “  Restaurant  .’....  4,012  94 

Due  Bondholders,  Interest  not  called  for  .  .  1,000  00 

-  12,794  97 


Increase  of  Indebtedness 


$4,355  36 


Bonded  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1,  1875. 


Outstanding  Bonds  of  the  League 
Bond  and  Mortgage  on  131  S.  15th  Street  . 

Less  Bonds  of  the  League,  purchased  and 
held  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund 


$120,000  00 
10,000  00 

- $180,000  00 

51,000  00 


$79,000  00 


Ltndley  Smytii,  1 

Wm.  S.  Grant,  l  Auditors 

Geo.  P.  Loughkad,  j 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


UNION  LEAGUE 


PHILADELPHIA. 


DECEMBER  lltli ,  18  7  6. 


PHILADELPHIA : 

PRESS  OF  HALLOWELL  &  CO., 

No.  125  South  Third  Street. 


1876. 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  11th,  1876. 


PRESIDENT. 

Charles  E.  Smith. 


YICE-PRESTDENTS. 


Adolph  E.  Borie, 

J.  Gillingham  Fell, 


James  V.  Watson 
John  P.  Yerree. 


DIRECTORS. 


James  L.  Olaghorn, 
John  J.  Hartmann, 
Silas  W.  Pettit, 

B.  H.  Bartol, 
Alexander  Biddle, 
William  Brockie, 
Edward  S.  Buckley, 
Frederic  Collins, 


Edwin  R.  Cope, 
Aubrey  H.  Smith, 
Thomas  A.  Boyd, 
James  E.  Caldwell, 
Isaac  Hinckley, 
Henry  Pettit. 

Jos  Lapsley  Wilson, 


TREASURER. 

James  L.  Claghorn. 


SECRETARY. 


Stlas  W.  Pettit. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

A.  E.  Boris,  Chairman. 

James  L.  Claghorn,  William  Brockie 

James  V.  Watson,  Alexander  Biddle, 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

John  J.  Hartmann,  Chairman. 

Aubrey  H.  Smith,  Thomas  A.  Boyd, 

Edward  S.  Buckley,  James  E.  Caldwell. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

*  Edwin  B.  Cope,  Chairman.. 

Sti  jAs  W.  Pettit,  Jos.  Lapsley  Wilson, 

Frederic  Collins,  Henry  Pettit, 

publication  committee. 

John  P.  Verree,  Chairman , 

J.  Gillingham  Fell,  Isaac  Hinckley, 

B.  H.  Bartol.  Frederic  Collins, 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


E.  Dunbar  Lockwood,  Chairman. 
Robert  R.  Corson,  Secretary. 


George  W.  Wharton,  Jr., 
Henry  P.  Smith, 

George  Watson, 

Joel  J.  Baily, 

Samuel  H.  Rothermel, 
Charles  S.  Pancoast, 


John  W.  Campion, 
George  W.  Rexsamer, 
Thomas  Hart,  Jr., 
George  D.  McCreary, 
Louis  C.  Madeira. 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


The  past  year  lias  been  fraught  with  events  of  the 
highest  importance  in  the  political  and  constitutional 
history  of  that  Government,  to  preserve  the  integrity 
and  existence  of  which,  this  Union  League  was 

formed. 

The  Republican  party,  availing  themselves  at  last 
of  the  lessons  taught  by  the  course  of  events  and  the 
results  of  previous  State  elections,  presented  to  the 
country  a  candidate  for  the  presidency  to  whom  the 
most  captious  could  raise  no  objection,  and  the  plat¬ 
form  of  their  Cincinnati  Convention ;  and  the  letter  of 
acceptance  of  his  nomination  of  Governor  Hayes, 
contained  the  declaration  of  principles  of  the  soundest 
political  wisdom  and  morality. 

But  the  effect  of  the  errors  and  faults  of  some  of 
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the  Republican  leaders  had  already  seriously  weak¬ 
ened  the  party  and  could  not  be  remedied  suddenly, 
while  the  severe  commercial  prostration  and  conse¬ 
quent  suffering  among  the  laboring  classes  added  to 
the  dangers  of  the  situation. 

Forgetting  that  the  evils  which  afflicted  them  and 
paralyzed  the  industries  of  America  were  in  no  degree 
chargeable  to  the  administration  of  public  affairs  by 
the  Republican  party,  as  was  demonstrated  by  the  fact 
that  the  same  evils  existed  in  other  countries  and  had 
affected  no  less  seriously  the  industries  of  the  larger 
part  of  Europe  and  penetrated  even  so  far  as  India, 
very  many  mechanics  and  laborers  were  unfortu- 

i 

nately  persuaded  that  no  change  could  make  their 
condition  worse,  and  voted  with  the  Democrats  in  the 
desperate  hope  that  that  change  might  make  it  better. 

Subsequent  events  have  shown  that  these  causes 
exercised  a  very  great  and  important  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  the  result  of  the  recent 
presidential  election  was  so  close,  that  even  now,  after 
the  lapse  of  more  than  a  month,  it  has  not  been 
definitely  and  finally  ascertained. 

At  first  the  large  gains  made  by  the  Democratic 
party  and  their  success  in  the  states  of  New  York, 
Indiana,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut  led  to  the  belief 
that  they  had  elected  their  candidate,  but  as  later  and 
more  authentic  information  was  received,  it  was  found 
that  their  vote  had  been  greatly  exaggerated  and  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  await  the  final  and  official 


i 

canvassing  of  the  returns  before  the  result  could  be 
accurately  known. 

Instantly  the  Democratic  press  raised  the  cry  ot 
fraud,  demanded  that  votes  gained  to  them  by  the 
most  glaring  violence  and  intimidation  should  not  be 
questioned,  but  be  counted  in  their  favor  as  though 
obtained  by  means  the  most  legal  and  just,  and  for  the 
second  time  in  the  history  of  the  country  they  openly 
expressed  their  intention  not  to  submit  to  the  laws  of 
the  land  but  loudly  threatened  resistance  should  the 
ultimate  result  show  the  election  of  Governor  Hayes. 

Fortunately  for  the  country,  we  have  as  the  execu¬ 
tive  head  of  this  nation  a  man  who  is  not  to  be 
deterred  by  threats  from  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  constitution  and  laws ;  and 

the  dignified  and  statesmanlike  utterance  of  President 

_ % 

Grant  that  “No  man  worthy  of  the  office  of  President 
should  be  willing  to  hold  it  if  counted  in  or  placed 
there  by  fraud.  Either  party  can  afford  ta  be  dis¬ 
appointed  in  the  result,  but  the  country  cannot  afford 
to  have  the  result  tainted  by  the  suspicion  of  illegal 
or  false  returns and  his  direction  to  the  officers  of 
the  army  “  To  be  vigilant  with  the  forces  at  their 
command  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order  and  to  see 
that  the  proper  and  legal  boards  of  canvassers  are 
unmolested  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,”  in¬ 
spired  with  confidence  every  American/  whatever  his 
politics,  desirous  of  the  welfare  and  perpetuity  of  his 
government. 


8 


The  constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  for 
the  appointment  by  each  state  of  its  presidential 
electors,  “  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof 
may  direct,”  thus  committing  to  each  state  the  sole 
power  of  determining  in  what  manner  their  electors 
shall  be  chosen  and  what  tribunal  shall  pass  upon  the 
validity  of  their  appointment. 

The  states  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  have  seen  fit 
to  provide  by  law  that  their  presidential  electors  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  people,  and  that  the  election  returns 
of  their  several  districts  shall  be  canvassed  by  return¬ 
ing  boards,  to  whom  they  have  committed  the  power 
to  pass  upon  and  determine,  not  only  the  validity  and 
regularity  of  those  returns  upon  their  face,  but  also 
whether  or  not  the  election  was  fair  and  free,  and  it 
is  expressly  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  those  return¬ 
ing  boards  to  throw  out  and  exclude  from  their  com¬ 
putation  all  returns  of  election  where  the  result  has 
been  affected  by  fraud,  intimidation  or  actual  violence. 

It  so  happened  in  this  particular  instance  that  the 
decision  of  the  returning  boards  of  those  states  might 
determine  who  is  to  be  the  President  of  the  United 
States  after  the  4th  day  of  March  next;  and  therefore 
their  action  became  unexpectedly  of  great  national 
importance  and  was  closely  watched  and  earnestly  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  people  and  press  of  the  whole  country. 

But  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  fact  can  make 
no  difference  in  the  law — by  that  all  must  be  governed, 
and  to  that  all  must  submit.  Whether  those  parti- 
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cular  laws  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  are  wise  or  not 
‘  must  be  determined  by  the  people  of  those  states 
respectively,  and  by  them  alone;  the  citizens  of  other 
states  can  no  more  interfere  with  them  than  they  can 
interfere  with  other  acts  of  their  Legislatures  regula¬ 
ting  contracts  or  defining  and  punishing  crimes;  and 
the  decisions  of  such  returning  boards  are  as  binding 
and  conclusive  upon  the  people  of  the  country  and  of 
those  states,  as  are  the  decisions  of  their  highest  court 
in  any  ordinary  litigation.  It  is  universally  conceded 
that  the  general  laws  of  any  particular  state,  except 
they  be  within  some  of  the  special  prohibitions  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be  ques¬ 
tioned  or  controlled  by  the  people  of  other  states,  and 
that  the  decisions  of  the  properly  constituted  tribunals 
of  each  state  are  of  binding  force  and  validity  in 
that  state  and  in  every  other,  and  as  it  is  not  pre¬ 
tended  that  there  is  anything  in  those  laws  con¬ 
trary  to  the  national  constitution  no  reason  can  lie 
pointed  out  why  these  principles  do  not  apply  to 
the  election  laws  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  to 
the  decisions  of  their  lawfully  constituted  returning 
boards,  as  fully  and  to  the  same  extent  as  they  do 
to  any  ordinary  question  of  contract  between  two 
private  citizens. 

The  theory  upon  which  the  electoral  college  was 
created  was  that  each  elector  was  to  vote  for  his 
individual  choice  for  the  presidency,  free  and  untram¬ 
melled  by  pledge  or  promise  but  guided  solely  by  the 
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consideration  of  what  was  in  his  opinion  most  to  the 
interest  of  the  whole  country — undoubtedly  the  prac¬ 
tical  effect  has  been  different  from  the  expectation — 
but  the  fact  that  such  was  the  theory  is  the  explanation, 
if  any  is  needed,  why  the  mode  of  his  appointment 
was  left  to  the  direction  of  the  several  states  respec¬ 
tively,  for  clearly  so  long  as  the  elector  was  the  real 
person  who  chose  the  President  it  was  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  the  people  of  other  states  how  he  was 
apppointed. 

If  it  had  been  unknown  how  the  recently  chosen 
presidential  electors  from  South  Carolina,  Louisiana 
and  Florida  would  cast  their  votes,  the  late  contests 
before  the  courts  and  the  returning  boards  of  those 
states  would  have  been  devoid  of  significance  to  the 
rest  of  the  country,  and  there  would  have  been  no 
appearance  of  reason  why  the  people  of  other  states, 
or  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress  should  have  any 
voice  or  power  in  the  premises. 

And  not  only  has  the  direction  of  the  mode  of 
appointment  of  the  electors  been  expressly  committed 
by  the  constitution  to  the  people  of  the  several  states, 
but  by  necessary  implication  neither  the  national 
House  of  Representatives,  nor  the  Senate  nor  both 
together,  have  any  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
electoral  college,  or  control  over  their  decision  when 
rendered.  For  the  sake  of  uniformity  indeed,  the 
constitution  has  fixed  the  place  of  their  meeting,  and 
has  given  power  to  Congress  to  fix  by  law  the  time 
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they  shall  be  chosen  and  the  time  they  shall  meet, 
but  its  direction  is  plain  and  its  language  imperative, 

that  the  list  of  their  votes,  signed,  certified  and  trails- 

» 

mitted  sealed  by  them  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
shall  be  opened  by  him  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  and  “  shall  then  be 

counted.” 

*  *• 

That  the  duty  thus  imposed  upon  them  is  minis¬ 
terial  only  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  language 
used  in  the  constitution,  has  been  rigorously  adhered 
to  in  all  the  precedents,  is  supported  by  the  gravest 
reasons  of  national  policy,  and  is  in  fact  inherent  in 
the  very  nature  of  our  system  of  government.  To 
quote  the  language  of  Mr.  Pickney,  one  of  the  ablest 
framers  of  the  constitution  and  himself  a  South 
Carolinian,  “  To  give  to  Congress,  even  when  assem¬ 
bled  in  convention,  a  right  to  reject  or  admit  the  votes 
of  states,  would  have  been  so  dangerous  an  absurdity 
as  the  framers  of  the  constitution  never  could  have 
been  guilty  of.” 

Unfortunately  however,  it  has  become  or  been 
thought  necessary  by  both  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  to  send  special 
committees  to  all  three  of  the  states  last  named,  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  election 
and  the  action  of  their  presidential  electors ;  and 
although  it  would  appear  that  no  reasonable  objection 
can  be  made  in  regard  to  the  electoral  vote  of  either 
South  Carolina  or  Florida,  the  present  indications  are 
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that  that  of  Louisiana  will  be  seriously  questioned  and 
its  computation  strenuously  objected  to  by  one  of  the 
Houses  of  Congress,  notwithstanding  the  plain  and 
direct  provisions  of  the  constitution  above  alluded  to. 

Unhappily,  other  questions  still  have  arisen  which 
will  require  in  some  manner  the  decision  of  Congress. 
By  an  act  of  treachery  the  most  atrocious — so  in- 

41 

famous  that  but  few  have  been  found  bold  enough  to 


defend  it — the  Governor  of  Oregon  has  given  to  one  not 
pretended  to  have  been  elected  a  certificate  of  qualifica¬ 
tion  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors  of  that  state. 
So  manifest  and  undisguised  a  fraud  will,  it  is  believed, 
find  support  from  no  honorable  senator  or  representa¬ 
tive  whatever  his  political  faith,  and  fortunately  the 
imposter  himself  has  vitiated  whatever  appearance  of 
claim  he  might  have  had  to  the  office  by  refusing  to 
meet  and  act  with  the  electors  of  his  state,  as  is  pre¬ 
scribed  and  required  by  the  constitution. 

Again,  it  has  happened  in  many  of  the  states  that 
persons  disqualified  by  law  from  the  exercise  of  any 
political  rights,  or  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit 
under  the  United  States,  and  thereby  made  ineligible, 
have  been  appointed  presidential  electors;  in  many  of 
these  instances  the  places  of  such  persons  have  been 
filled  by  their  colleagues,  and  the  validity  of  such  ap¬ 
pointment  will  depend  upon  the  laws  of  those  states 
wherein  such  cases  have  occurred,  but  in  others  it  is 
stated  that  the  original  appointees  have  acted  and 
cast  their  votes. 


13 


No  provision  for  this  contingency  has  been  made 
by  the  constitution,  but  it  would  seem  to  be  reason- 
able  that  Congress  has  power  to  reject  the  votes  of  all 
such  persons. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  Congress  has  no 

power  to  question  the  validity  and  legality  of  the  ap- 

# 

pointment  of  electors  when  duly  certified  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive  of  the  state  in  conformity  to  the  laws  thereof: 
but  necessarily  it  has  power  to  determine  which  of 
two  bodies  of  electors,  whose  votes  have  been  trans- 

t 

mitted  to  it,  has  such  certificate,  and  secondly,  whether 
any  of  the  individual  members  thereof  are  disqualified 
by  the  constitutional  prohibition  from  exercising  the 
very  high  and  important  trust  of  a  presidential 
elector. 

Certainly,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  the  vote  of 
a  United  States  senator  or  representative,  who 
might  have  acted  as  an  elector,  should  be  counted  by 
Congress,  even  though  he  had  been  appointed  by  the 
people  of  his  state  to  act  in  that  capacity,  such  an 
appointment  would  be  unconstitutional  and  therefore 
void,  and  would  be  known  so  to  be  to  every  other  sena- 
tor  or  representative  present,  and  the  same  rule  pre¬ 
cisely  would  seem  to  apply  to  the  vote  of  the  holder  of 
any  other  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
States,  except,  indeed,  that  it  would  probably  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  produce  before  Congress  the  record  of  his 
appointment  or  commission  to  such  office. 

But  these  questions  are  not  for  our  decision,  they 
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will  be  raised  before  and  decided  bj  Congress  in 
February  next.  From  four  states  there  will  be  two 
returns  of  votes  cast;  and  as  regards  the  elegibility  of 
several  electors,  and  the  legality  of  the  appointment 
of  others  to  fill  the  places  of  original  appointees  who 
were  ineligible,  question  will  be  made. 

There  are  no  provisions  in  the  constitution  or  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  regulating  the  mode  of 
procedure,  or  even  expressly  fixing  the  person  or  body 
with  whom  the  final  decision  is  to  rest,  and  the  joint 
rule  of  the  two  houses  in  that  behalf,  even  if  of  bind¬ 
ing  force,  has  been  repealed. 

It  would  be  folly  to  deny  that  the  situation  is  in  the 
highest  degree  grave  and  perilous,  and  that  it  must  be 
met  and  decided  in  no  blind  spirit  of  partizanship,  but 
in  that  of  fairness  and  impartiality. 

It  must  be  remembered  by  all  that  the  popular  vote 
of  the  country  is  proportionably,  in  view  of  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  whole  vote,  very  nearly  even;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  final  decision  in  favor  of  either  candi¬ 
date  will,  if  fairly  and  legally  made,  be  readily  acqui¬ 
esced  in  and  even  gladly  accepted  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  people;  but  that  trick  or  chicane,  or 
the  disregard  of  the  constitutional  and  most  necessary 
rights  of  the  states  will  be  supported  by  none  but  a 
few  of  the  blindest  of  the  partizans  of  him  in  whose 
favor  it  is  done.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
will  remember  that  it  is  not  for  them  to  elect  a  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Vice-President  in  the  first  instance,  but  that 
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their  first  and  highest  duty  is  carefully  to  ascertain 
who  has  been  chosen  by  the  agents  of  the  citizens  ap¬ 
pointed  by  them  for  that  special  purpose,  and  that  any 
attempt  on  their  part  to  take  the  election  into  their 
own  hands  will  be  resented  by  the  whole  people  as 
an  usurpation  of  power,  and  a  precedent  in  its  results 
far  more  dangerous  to  their  liberties  than  the  alleged 
injustice  of  adhering  to  the  clearly  defined  provisions 
of  the  constitution  in  any  particular  case.  Senators 
and  representatives  should  approach  the  decision  of 
the  questions  about  to  arise  before  them,  not  as  Repub¬ 
licans  or  as  Democrats,  but  as  American  citizens,  mind- 
ful  that  the  stability  and  perpetuity  of  the  Republic 
has  been  committed  to  their  care,  and  depends,  not  upon 
the  success  of  either  candidate,  but  upon  their  close  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  plain  requirements  of  the  constitution. 

The  wonderful  and  admirable  political  sense  of  the 
American  people  promptly  and  entirely  ratified  the 
language  of  their  President,  that  either  party  in  this 
contest  could  afford  to  be  disappointed  in  the  result,  but 
that  the  country  could  not  afford  to  have  that  result 
tainted  by  the  suspicion  of  illegality,  and  they  will 
hold  to  the  very  strictest  accountability  any  senator  or 
representative  who  prevents  or  obstructs  a  decision  of 
the  contest  in  strict  conformity  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  constitution  as  ordained  by  their  fathers,  and 
will  visit  with  their  sternest  reprobation  that  political 
party  in  whose  interest  it  is  done. 

On  the  second  Wednesday  in  February  next,  the 
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two  Houses  of  Congress  will  meet  in  joint  convention, 
and  the  electoral  vote  will  then  be  counted,  and  when 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  have  announced  the 
result  it  will  be  binding  on  all  and  without  appeal, 
and  it  will  then  become  the  highest  duty  of  every 
American  citizen  to  see  to  it  that  the  persons  declared 
elected  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States  are  duly  inaugurated  as  such,  and  that  they 
discharge  the  duties  and  exercise  the  powers  of  their 
high  offices  without  let  or  hindrance  from  any  man 
or  body  of  men  whomsoever. 

To  do  less  than  this  will  be  to  encourage  reckless 
and  disappointed  men  to  oppose  the  will  of  the  people 
in  the  future  and  thereby  sap  the  very  foundations  of 
our  government,  and  to  do  it  otherwise  than  cheer- 
fully  and  promptly  may  encourage  an  opposition 
which  else  would  not  dare  to  raise  its  head. 

In  such  a  time  as  this  it  becomes  this  Union  League 
to  sink  far  out  of  sight  all  other  issues,  and  with  our 
glorious  record  of  patriotic  discharge  of  public  duty 
in  the  past,  we  surely  may,  should  any  emergency 
require  it  in  the  future,  exercise  great  influence  in 
forming  and  leading  so  determined  and  out-spoken  a 
public  sentiment  in  support  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  lawfully  constituted  authorities, 
as  will  preclude  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  American  people  to  sustain  it  at  all 
hazards  and  against  all  toes,  and  deter  from  the 
attempt  any  so  reckless  as  to  dream  of  opposing  it. 
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The  household  history  of  the  League  during  the 

past  year  has  not  been  devoid  of  interest. 

The  International  Exhibition  held  in  this  city  in 

*/ 

commemoration  of  onr  Centennial  anniversary,  was  so 

grand  and  wonderful  a  success  as  to  surpass  not  only 

all  our  own  anticipations,  but  all  previous  exhibitions 

held  by  older  and  richer  nations. 

«/ 

The  precision  and  rapidity  with  which  the  large 
crowds  of  visitors  were  transported  to  and  from  our 
city  and  the  Exhibition  grounds,  the  cordial  hospitality 
with  which  they  were  received,  the  extensive  and 

4/  7 

entirely  adequate  arrangements  made  for  their  accom¬ 
modation  and  the  admirable  good  order  preserved  by 
our  police  were  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  our 
citizens  and  amply  vindicate  them  from  all  insinuations 
against  their  capacity  or  enterprise. 

At  their  stated. meeting  in  February  last,  the  Board  of 
Directors  extended  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  Bright, 
M.  P.  of  England,  an  invitation  to  visit,  the  United 

O  7 

States  and  this  city  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Exhibition,  feeling  assured  that  every  member  of  the 
League  would  be  glad  to  welcome  as  his  guest  one 
whose  marked  friendship  for  and  eminent  services  to 
the  Union  cause  during  the  rebellion  had  done  so 
much  to  avert  any  hostile  interference  by  Great 
Britain,  and  who  had  so  well  earned  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  every  loyal  American.  It  was  with 
great  regret  they  received  an  answer  from  Mr.  Bright, 
excusing  himself  from  accepting  the  invitation  of  the 
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League  because  of  impaired  health,  and  consequent 
inability  to  bear  the  strain  incident  to  such  a  visit. 

Hon.  George  H.  Boker,  U.  S.  Minister  to  Bussia, 
having  returned  home  on  a  short  leave  of  absence 
during  the  Exhibition,  the  League  availed  itself  of  the 
opportunity  to  again  express  to  him  the  regard  and 
esteem  to  which  his  long  and  eminent  services  to  it 
so  justly  entitle  him,  and  on  the  evening  of  July  10th 
entertained  him  at  a  very  large  and  brilliant  reception 
given  in  his  honor. 

On  October  26th,  Ohio’s  day  at  the  Exhibition 
Hon.  Butherford  B.  Hayes,  then  governor  of  that 
state,  was  in  attendance  and  became  the  guest  of  the 
League  on  that  evening.  The  enthusiastic  reception 
which  he  met  with  showed  the  gratification  of  our 
members  at  being  able  to  receive  him  among  them, 
and  the  occasion  was  one  long  to  be  remembered  by 
all  who  were  present. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  an 
addition  of  seventy-eight  volumes  to  the  Library  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year,  of  which  four  were  obtained  by 
gift.  The  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars 
and  seventy-two  cents  has  been  expended  for  books, 
thirty-eight  dollars  and  seventy  cents  for  rebinding5 
ninety-three  dollars  for  binding  magazines,  fifteen 
dollars  for  printing  labels  &c.,  eleven  hundred  and 
ninety  two  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents  for  newspapers, 
magazines  and  other  periodicals,  and  six  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  salary  of  Librarian,  making  a  total 
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expended  of  twenty-one  hundred  and  two  dollars  and 
ninety-six  cents.  The  whole  number  of  volumes  now 
in  the  Library,  is  forty-five  hundred  and  thirty- four. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  shows 
that  they  have  held  ten  meetings  and  recommended 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Membership  thirty-two 
gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  duly  admitted.  Fifteen 
gentlemen  were  also  recommended  for  correspondents, 
and  eighteen  were  elected  Centennial  Associates.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  thirteen  gentlemen  mainly 
Chiefs  of  Commission  to  the  Exhibition  from  other 
nations,  were  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors  honor- 
ary  members  of  the  League  for  the  year  1876. 

The  roll  of  the  League  on  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1876,  contained  the  names  of*  fourteen  hundred  and 
thirty-four  members,  forty  of  whom  had  been  added 
during  the  past  year,  thirty-three  by  election  and 
seven  by  reinstatement. 

The  total  loss  of  members  during  the  year  was, 
twenty -one  by  death,  one  hundred  and  eight  by  resig¬ 
nation,  and  thirty -five  by  suspension  for  non-payment 
of  dues.  The  net  result  is  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  in  comparison  with  our  membership  a 
year  ago.  The  correspondents  number  ninety,  of 
whom  thirty-five  are  officers  of  the  armv  and  twenty- 
six  are  officers  of  the  navy.  Ten  correspondents  were 
added  during  the  year. 

It  has  frequently  happened  that  members  of  the 
League  intending  to  go  abroad  for  some  length  of 
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time  or  to  change  their  residence  temporarily,  and  not 
desiring  to  pay  full  dues  during  their  absence,  have  re¬ 
signed  as  members  and  become  correspondents  under 
the  impression  that  they  could  resume  their  member¬ 
ship  at  any  time  they  might  return,  and  been  much 
disappointed  on  discovering,  too  late,  their  mistake. 
Several  such  instances  having  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  they  have  adopted 
a  new  rule  (No  21)  as  follows: 

66  Members  of  the  League  about  to  leave  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
with  the  intention  of  remaining  absent  at  least  one  year,  may,  on 
application  to  and  by  vote  of  the  Board,  have  their  annual  tax 
reduced  one-half  during  the  period  of  their  absence.” 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  usage  prevalent 
among  other  similar  organizations,  and  will  enable 
members  to  retain  their  full  membership  during  their 
absence,  at  an  expense  about  equivalent  to  the  dues 
of  correspondents. 

The  report  of  the  House  Committee  again  shows  a 
very  gratifying  decrease  in  the  usual  loss  sustained  by 
the  restaurant  department  during  the  past  year. 

They  report  as  said  loss,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
and  forty-one  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents  only, 
which  is  but  about  one-third  of  the  loss  last  year,  and 
is  but  a  small  proportion  of  that  which  has  been  sus¬ 
tained  by  this  department  for  a  number  of  years  past. 

The  committee  also  report,  that  they  have  had  the 
League  House  repainted  inside  and  out,  and  the  walls 
and  ceilings  of  the  larger  part  refrescoed,  at  the  very 
moderate  expense  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
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fifteen  dollars  and  thirty  cents.  They  have  also  had 
extensive  repairs  made  to  the  house  and  considerable 
additions  and  repairs  to  household  effects;  and  report 
that,  in  their  opinion,  no  extraordinary  expenses 
for  these  accounts  will  again  be  necessary  for  several 
years. 

The  business  prostration  of  the  last  three  years,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  establishment  of  several  associations 
offering  social  advantages  similar  to  those  of  the 
League,  has  resulted,  as  might  have  been  expected,  in 
a  considerable  decrease  of  our  membership;  the  usual 
reduction  from  natural  causes  not  being  counter- 
balanced  as  formerly  by  a  corresponding  accession  of 
new  members,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  number  of 
members  habitually  using  the  large  and  elegant  rooms 
of  the  League  House,  and  availing  themselves  of  its 
many  and  great  social  advantages,  has  not  only 

not  decreased,  but  on  the  contrary  is  gradually 
« 

growing. 

It  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  give  this  class  of  our  members  every  pos¬ 
sible  facility  which  can  be  afforded  without  putting 
the  membership  at  large  to  unreasonable  expense,  and 
such  course  is  considered  to  be  the  true  policy  for  the 
future. 

The  high  and  patriotic  aims  with  which  the  Union 
League  was  organized,  and  the  noble  and  important 
work  which  it  has  accomplished,  and  is  still  capable  of 
doing  should  occasion  arise,  preclude  it  from  ever 
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submitting  to  be  made  a  mere  place  for  lounging  or 
dissipation,  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  a  large  and  a  constantly  increasing  number 
of  our  members,  especially  among  the  younger  men, 
are  compelled  to  live  in  boarding-houses  or  apart¬ 
ments,  and  to  such  the  League  House  offers  many  of 
the  comforts  of  a  home,  and  there  are  reasons  of  the 
highest  importance  why  such  facilities  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  by  the  League  as  will  increase  its  popularity 
with  this  part  of  its  membership. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  year  ending 
December  1st,  1876,  shows  that  the  total  receipts  of 
the  League,  from  all  sources,  for  the  past  year  were 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  and  forty -five  dol 
lars  and  eighty -one  cents,  and  the  expenditures  for  the 
same  time  were  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  twenty-two 
cents,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents. 

The  present  outstanding  temporary  indebtedness  of 
the  League  is  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  a  decrease  of  six 
«  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  twenty- 
nine  cents,  and  the  outstanding  mortgage  bonds  have 
been  further  reduced  four  thousand  dollars  by  the 
purchase  of  bonds  to  that  amount  by** the  Trustees  of* 
the  Sinking  Fund,  leaving  the  balance  yet  unpaid  of 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  against  which  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  on  hand  in  cash,  the 
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sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dol¬ 
lars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

The  total  decrease  of  indebtedness  during  the  past 
vear,  may  therefore  be  stated  as  eleven  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight v-six  dollars  and  four  cents. 

The  statement  of  the  Auditors,  also  presented  here¬ 
with,  shows  the  various  items  of  receipt  and  expendi¬ 
ture  in  detail. 

The  Board  of  Directors  regret  that  they  have  been 
unable  tow  discharge  entirely  the  temporary  indebted¬ 
ness  carried  over  from  last  vear.  From  1866  to  1870 

t 

the  League  was  entire Iv  free  from  debt  other  than  its 

mortgage,  but  in  the  latter  year  the  sum  of  six  thou- 

sand  dollars  was  borrowed  upon  the  collateral  security 

of  a  like  amount  of  United  States  bonds  then  owned 

by  it.  Since  that  time  it  has  never  been  entirely  free 

from  indebtedness  for  temporary  loans,  varying  from 

the  six  thousand  dollars  borrowed  in  1870,  to  the  very 

*  '  */ 
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large  sum  of  over  thirtv-five  thousand  dollars  borrowed 
in  1873,  and  which  has  now  been  again  reduced  to 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirtv-three 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  as  above  stated. 

The  best  interests  of  the  League  require  that  this 
should  not  be  increased,  but  paid  off  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  therefore  the  Board  have  deemed  it  advis¬ 
able  to  fix  the  annual  tax  for  the  next  vear  at  Thirty 
Dollars. 

Bv  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

SILAS  W.  PETTIT, 

Secretary. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1876. 


To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia : 

Gentlemen: — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Union  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the 
aggregate  the  following  figures : 


Cash  on  hand,  December  1,  1875,  . 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1874,  at  $35, 

“  “  “  12  members,  1875,  at  $25, 

“  “  “  2  “  1875,  at  $12.50, 

“  “  “  1,385  members,  1876,  at  $40, 

“  “  “  1  member,  1876,  at  $20, 

Received  entrance  fee  from  34  members,  at  $50, 
“  from  3  correspondents  for  1875,  at  $10, 
“  “  37  correspondents  and  Centennial 

Associates  for  1876,  at  $20,  .... 


$  35  00 

300  00 
25  00 
55,400  00 
20  00 

.  1,700  00  - 
30  00 

740  00 


Received  from  Billiards, 

“  “  Rent  of  5  houses,  etc., 

“  “  Restaurant  sales, 


$830  12 


58,250  00 
1,866  19 
1,067  50 
54,032  00 


$116,045  81 


EXPENDITURES. 


Repairs,  &c.,  1412  Sansom  Street,  . 

a  141.4  «  “ 

“  1419  Moravian  Street, 

“  1421  “  “ 


Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds,  deposited  in 
Bank  acct.,  from  which  holders  are  paid. 


'Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

Entertainments,  . 

$  672  15 

Repairs  to  League  House, 

5,070  64 

Renewing  Household  Effects,  . 

7,985  74 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent,  . 

2,870  28 

Fuel,  ...... 

2,426  15 

Ice,  ....... 

706  04 

Gas,  ...... 

5,107  24 

Salaries,  wages,  board  of  employees, 

11,215  42 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.  Garden, 

Printing,  Advertising,  Stationery, 

Post  Stamps,  Telegrams,  etc., 

4,215  91 

$  75  00 
125  07 
75  00 
75  00 

9,800  00 

2,000  00 


Library  Committee, 

Loan  paid,  .  .  .  .  . 

Temporary  ]  nsurances,  . 
Restaurant,  including  wages,  board  < 


- $40,270  17 

2,012  27 
3,000  00 
409  05 

>f  waiters,  etc.,  57,872  66 


115,794  22 


Balance  on  hand  in  Bank, 


.  $  251  59 
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RESTAURANT. 


Stock  on  hand,  December  1,  1875, 

Paid  in  the  year,  .... 
Bills  due  and  unpaid,  December  1,  1876, 


$  4,508  97 
57,872  66 
7,813  29 


Stock  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1876,  as  per  Ledger, 
Received  during  the  year, 

Bills  due  and  unpaid,  December  1,  1875, 


5,650  26 
54.032  00 
9,471  27 


$70,194  92 


69,153  53 


Loss  in  the  year, 


$1,041  39 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1,  1875, 


Money  borrowed,  .... 
Bills  for  Restaurant,  .... 

“  Expenses, 

Due  Bondholders,  interest  not  called  for 


$3,000  00 
9,471  27 
2.679  06 
2,000  00 


$17,150  33 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League,  December  1,  1876, 

Bills  for  Restaurant,  .  .  .  .  .  $7,813  29 

“  Expenses, .  2,719  95  $10,533  24 


Decrease  of  indebtedness,  .  .  $  6,617  09 


Statement  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund  shores: 

Bonded  indebtedness  of  the  League,  December  1,  1876. 

Outstanding  Bonds  of  the  League,  .  $120,000  00 

Bond  and  Mortgage  on  131  S.  15th  St.. .  .  10,000  00 

- -  $130,000  00 

Less  Bonds  of  the  League  purchased  and  held 

by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  $55,000  00 
Balance  of  Cash  in  hands  of  Trustees  for  pur¬ 
chasing  Bonds,  .....  1,268  75  $56,268  75 


$73,731  25 


Bonded  indebtedness  of  the  League,  December  1,  1875, 
“  “  u  “  December  1,  1876. 


$79,000  00 
73,731  25 


Decrease  of  Indebtedness, 


[>5,268 


75 


WM.  S.  GRANT.  1 

GEO.  P.  LOUGHEAD,  [Auditors. 

EDWARD  BROWNING.  ) 


DECEMBER  1,  1876 


26 


4 


t 


JAMES  Lj.  CLAGHORN, 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


nF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 

UNION  L  E  A  G  U  E 


PHILADELPHIA. 


I)  E  C  E  M  B  E  B  nth.  1ST  S 


PHILADELPHIA: 

PRESS  OF  HALLO  WELL  &  CO., 
No.  125  South  Third  Street, 


1878. 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  9th,  1878. 


PRESIDENT. 

George  H.  Boker. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

A.  E.  Borie,  J.  Frailey  Smith 

Edwin  N.  Benson,  William  C.  Houston. 


DIRECTORS 


James  L.  Claghorn, 
Silas  W.  Pettit, 
Charles  H.  Cramp, 
Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
Edwin  H.  Fitler, 
William  E.  Littleton, 
Strickland  Kneass, 

William 


John  L.  Lawson, 
Samuel  B.  Huey, 
Francis  P.  Steel, 
H.  P.  Smith, 

L.  F.  Barry, 

J.  E.  Soule. 
Winthrop  Smith. 

.  Hurley, 


TREASURER. 

James  L.  Claghorn. 

SECRETARY. 


William  E.  Littleton. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

A.  E.  Borie,  Chairman. 

James  L.  Claghorn,  Strickland  Kneass, 

John  L.  Lawson,  Edwin  H.  Fitler. 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

William  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Samuel  B.  Huey, 

William  H.  Hurley,  Winthrop  Smith. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Silas  W.  Pettit,  Chairman. 

William  E.  Littleton,  L.  F.  Barry, 

H.  P.  Smith,  J.  E.  Soule. 


PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Edwin  N.  Benson,  Chairman. 

Samuel  B.  Huey,  Charles  H.  Cramp, 

J.  Frailey  Smith,  Francis  P.  Steel. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 

11.  Hale  Benson,  Chairman. 

Alexander  P.  Colesberry,  Secretary. 
Clayton  Macmiciiael,  J.  B.  Agnew, 

Walter  G-.  Wilson,  .  Winfield  S.  Russell, 

Albert  H.  Fell,  George  W.  Rexsamer, 

Robert  Reed,  Samuel  Bell, 

Harry  Rogers,  Richard  A.  Lewis, 

Joseph  Moore,  Jr. 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPOET 
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The  hope  expressed  in  the  last  annual  report  that 
the  Democratic  success  of  1877  would  be  but  a  pre¬ 
lude  to  a  series  of  defeats,  has  been  gratified  by  the 
glorious  and  overwhelming  victory  achieved  by  the 
Republican  party  at  the  recent  election.  Another 
evidence,  if  any  was  needed,  of  the  deep  hold  that  that 
party  has  upon  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the 
American  people,  and  of  the  readiness  with  which  they 
will  rally  to  its  standard  when  proper  exertion  is 

made  to  call  them  forth  and  they  feel  that  success 

«/ 

means  something  more  than  the  mere  triumph  of 
particular  leaders  whose  position  and  strength  has 
been  conferred  and  confirmed  by  the  -patronage  of 
public  office. 
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The  discord  and  dissention  in  the  party  lines 
caused  by  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the  policy  of  the 
administration  in  regard  to  the  civil  service,  which 
in  great  part  produced  the  disasters  of  1877,  were  in 
the  last  political  campaign  buried  in  oblivion  and 
supplanted  by  unanimity  and  enthusiasm.  When 
appealed  to  on  the  vital  issues  of  honest  money  and 
a  reformed  administration  of  the  public  service,  the 
people  responded  promptly  and  by  large  majorities  in 
favor  of  that  party  which  had  shown  the  will  and  the 
power  to  reform  itself. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  an 
addition  of  fourteen  volumes  to  the  Library  during 
the  past  year,  seven  of  which  were  purchased,  and 
the  others  obtained  by  gift.  The  sum  of  eighteen 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  has  been  expended  for 
books,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  rebinding, 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  ninety-eight 
cents  for  newspapers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals, 
and  six  hundred  dollars  for  salary  of  Librarian, 
making  a  total  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty-three  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents.  The 
whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  now 
four  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  shows 
that  thirteen  meetings  have  been  held,  and  that 
twenty-six  candidates  were  recommended  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  membership,  eight  for  rein- 
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statement  under  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last 
annual  meeting,  and  nine  for  correspondents,  all  of 
whom  were  duly  admitted. 

On  the  First  day  of  December,  1878,  the  roll  of  the 
League  bore  the  names  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  members.  Of  this  number  twenty-six  were 
elected  and  eight  were  reinstated  during  the  past 
year.  We  have  lost  during  the  same  period  twenty- 
two  members  by  death,  three  hundred  and  thirty  by 
resignation,  and  fifty-two  have  been  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  their  annual  dues,  in  accordance 
with  our  By-Laws. 

The  correspondents  on  the  roll  of  the  League 
number  sixty-five,  many  of  whom  are  officers  of 
army,  or  navy.  Nine  correspondents  were  added 
during  the  year,  and  of  the  members  of  the  League, 
nine  have  by  application  To  the  Board  had  their 
annual  tax  reduced  one-half  under  Buie  21,  during 
their  absence  from  the  city. 

The  Board  of  Directors  would  again  earnestly  call 
the  attention  of  the  League  to  the  decrease  in  our 
membership  from  death,  resignation,  and  suspension. 

Since  the  year  18GG,  with  but  occasional  exceptions, 
our  roll  of  members  has  constantly  decreased,  and 
although  this  subject  has  been  repeatedy  urged  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  membership  in  previous  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Board,  it  has  not  received  from  them  the 
attention  which  its  importance  demands. 
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It  is  true,  that  for  the  last  five  years  the  stagnation 
in  all  departments  of  business  has  been  such  as  to 
compel  universal  retrenchment  in  personal  expendi¬ 
ture  among  our  people,  and  as  the  right  of  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  League  is  rather  in  the  nature  of  a 
privilege  than  of  a  necessity  it  has  naturally  caused  not 
only  a  very  large  number  of  resignations  and  suspen¬ 
sions  among  our  members  but  has  also  precluded  our 
receiving  such  accessions  of  new  members  as  other¬ 
wise  we  no  doubt  would  have  had.  The  large  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  membership  of  other  organizations  like 
ours  warns  us  that  we  are  not  alone  and  that  only 
harmonious  and  energetic  action  on  our  part  will  avail 
to  prevent  even  a  still  farther  reduction  in  our 
members. 

Notwithstanding  these  facts,  however,  it  is  believed 
that  if  a  united  effort  was  made  by  the  members  of 
the  League  each  and  all  to  secure  new  members,  it 
would  not  be  fruitless  but  would  result  in  a  very  large 
addition  to  our  roll. 

The  size  and  beauty  of  the  establishment  we  own, 
and  its  joeculiar  adaptability  to  the  purposes  of  our 
organization — for  which  it  was  specially  planned  and 
built — make  its  privileges  peculiarly  desirable,  and 
if  the  plan  in  relation  to  our  finances  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  hereinafter 
stated,  be  ratified  by  the  League  itself,  it  is  believed 
that  the  expense  of  maintenance  will  be  so  reduced  as 
to  bring  it  within  the  reach  of  all. 
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Notwithstanding  the  heavy  burthen  imposed  by 
the  terms  of  our  present  mortgage  it  is  believed  that 
no  organization  of  a  similar  character  has  been 
successfully  conducted  on  so  small  an  annual  tax  as 
that  imposed  on  us  ;  even  the  present  rate  of  dues, 
higher  as  it  is  than  that  formerly  imposed  when  our 
list  of  members  was  larger,  and  our  treasury  was 
constantly  in  receipt  ot  a  considerable  income  from 
entrance  fees,  is  yet  lower  than  any  similar  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  country. 

Our  membership  though  reduced  is  even  yet  much 

larger  than  any  of  the  social  or  political  clubs  in  this 

city,  and  with  our  other  advantages  there  would  seem 

to  be  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be  largely 

increased  if  our  members  will  unite  in  a  determined 

and  hearty  effort  to  that  end. 

«/ 

During  the  past  year  the  members  of  the  League 
have  had  to  mourn  the  death  of  two  of  their  Board  of 
Directors,  both  of  whom  were  men  distinguished 
above  their  fellows,  and  their  loss  a  calamity,  not  only 
to  the  League  itself  but  to  the  general  public. 

Mr.  J.  Gillingham  Fell,  one  of  our  original  mem¬ 
bers,  who  had  been  our  President  for  two  years,  and 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  senior  Vice-President 
of  our  organization,  had  been  actively  identified 
with  each  and  all  of  the  many  important  labors  of  the 
League  from  the  time  of  its  formation  until,  prostrated 
by  disease,  he  was  compelled  to  desist  alike  from  all 
public  and  private  employment. 
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Those  members  of  the  League  who  remember  him 
when,  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood  his  firm  and 
unshaken  patriotism,  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his 
country  in  her  hour  of  danger,  and  liberal  contribution 
of  his  labor  as  well  as  from  his  purse  to  her  service, 
placed  him  among  the  foremost  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
will  ever  cherish  his  memory  with  the  affection 
and  respect  he  so  richly  merited  and  so  largely 
received. 

Mr.  Henry  Armitt  Brown,  one  of  the  youngest  of 
your  Board  of  Directors,  had  already  made  for  him¬ 
self  a  place  in  the  affections  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  which  rendered  him  among  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  of  the  young  men  of  the  country.  Too  young 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he 
had  no  sooner  completed  his  collegiate  and  professional 
education  than  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  numerous  and  difficult  political  problems 
to  which  that  war  gave  rise.  A  ready  writer  and  a 
most  accomplished  orator,  notwithstanding  his  youth 
and  the  shortness  of  his  career,  he  has  left  the  impress 
of  his  labors  upon  the  political  history  of  his  county, 
while  the  purity  of  his  character  and  his  undisputed 
patriotism  and  ability  compelled  the  respect  of  all, 
and  not  the  least  of  those  who  most  strenuously  differed 
from  and  opposed  him. 

Pursuant  to  resolution  of  the  Union  League,  adopted 
at  their  last  annual  meeting,  the  Board  of  Directors 
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in  its  behalf  invited  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  visit  Philadelphia  as  its  guest. 

President  Haves,  having  accepted  the  invitation, 
came  to  this  city  on  the  27  th  of  April  last  and 
remained  here  three  days,  during  which  time  he 
visited  many  of  the  places  of  public  interest  including 
several  of  our  representative  manufacturing  and 
business  establishments,  and  had  an  opportunity  to 
become  acquainted  with  our  people  and  city,  their 
advantages  and  requirements.  On  the  evening  of 
of  his  arrival,  the  President  and  Mrs.  Hayes  were 
received  at  the  League  House  by  the  members  of  the 
League  and  their  families,  and  the  beauty  of  the 
decorations  and  entertainment  were  worthy  of  and 
received  the  hearty  commendations  of  all  who .  were 

a' 

present. 

Accompanied  by  the  committee  of  the  League,  the 
President  was  afterwards  received  by  the  Commercial 
Exchange  at  their  building ;  the  ladies  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  and  by  the 
citizens  generally  at  Independence  Hall.  At  the 
solicitation  of  the  Industrial  League  he  made  an 
excursion  to  some  of  the  large  mines  and  iron 
manufactories  of  the  Eastern  portion  of  our  state, 
and  during  his  visit  was  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
acquaint  himself  with  the  state  of  our  harbor  improve¬ 
ments  and  main  industries,  all  which,  as  thev  are 
matters  frequently  affected  by  Congressional  legisla- 
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tion,  it  was  most  proper  and  desirable  that  he  should 
have  some  j;)ersonal  knowledge  of. 

In  his  entertainment  your  committees  were 
cordially  assisted  by  other  organizations,  and  his  visit 
was  a  continued  ovation  worthy  of  the  well-known 
hospitality  of  Philadelphia  and  its  respect  for  and 
loyalty  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditors  for  the 
year  ending  December  1st,  1878,  are  also  presented 
for  examination.  The  total  receipts  of  the  League 
from  all  sources  for  the  past  year,  were  seventy-two 
thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  seventy- 
two  cents ;  and  the  expenditures  for  the  same  time, 
were  seventy-two  thousand,  two  hundred  and  ninty- 
two  dollars,  and  thirty-eight  cents  ;  leaving  a  balance 
on  hand  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars,  and 
thirty-four  cents. 

During  the  past  year,  although  the  business  of  the 
Restaurant  has  been  smaller  than  usual,  as  was  to  be 
expected  the  customary  loss  on  it  has  been  reduced  to 
three  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars, 
and  two  cents,  showing  a  less  expense  to  the  League 
for  this  department  than  in  any  one  year,  with  one 
exception,  since  our  organization. 

Notwithstanding  however  this  decrease  and  a  cor¬ 
responding  one  in  the  expenditure  for  repairs,  house¬ 
hold  effects,  taxes,  water  rent,  fuel,  gas,  ice,  wages, 
etc.,  being  the  necessary  expenses  of  maintaining  the 
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League  produced  by  the  most  careful  attention  to  the 
conduct  of  its  business  on  the  part  of  the  committees 
having  it  in  charge,  the  temporary  indebtedness  of  the 
League  has  been  again  increased  by  the  sum  of  one 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars,  and 
seventy-one  cents,  and  amounts  now  to  the  sum  of 
twenty-four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
dollars,  and  ninety- two  cents. 

Ever  since  1870,  when  the  Board  obtained  a 
temporary  loan  of  six  thousand  dollars,  the  League 
has  not  been  free  from  temporary  indebtedness  for 
loans  or  expenses.  In  December,  18 73,  the  temporary 
loan  due  by  the  League  amounted  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  but  by  the  sale  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
bonds  in  the  next  year  the  indebtedness  on  account 
of  temporary  loan  was  reduced  to  five  thousand 
dollars,  which  with  bills  then  outstanding  made  its 
temporary  indebtedness  at  that  time  the  sum  of 
$12,794.97.  On  December  1st,  1875,  this  indebted¬ 
ness  was  increased  to  the  sum  of  $17,150.33,  which 
by  December,  1876,  was  reduced  to  $10,533.24 ;  on 
December  1st,  1877,  it  had  again  been  increased  to 
$22,204.21,  and  would  again  have  been  reduced  by 
the  sum  of  $3,510.30,  this  year  had  it  not  been  for 
the  defalcation  of  one  of  our  employees,  whose  theft 
has  amounted  to  $5,458.01,  a  sum  much  larger  than 
the  increase  of  indebtedness  above  noted. 
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Of  the  sum  of  $24, 142. 92,  above  noted,  as  our  present 
floating  debt,  the  sum  of  $7,160,  is  however  due 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  sinking  fund,  leaving  only 
$16,982.92,  due  to  other  creditors. 

Of  the  original  bonds  of  the  League,  amounting  to 

$120,000,  given  for  and  secured  by  mortgage  of  the 

League  House  itself,  about  one-half  ($58,000)  are  now 

held  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  also 

have  in  addition  the  sum  of  $3,448,75  in  their  hands 

towards  purchasing  additional  bonds,  but  under  the 

terms  of  our  mortgage  we  not  only  pay  the  interest 
* 

on  those  held  by  said  Trustees  as  well  as  those  held 
by  others,  but  also  appropriate  two  thousand  dollars 

yearly,  towards  the  reduction  of  the  principal. 

The  Board  have  carefully  considered  the  financial 
condition  of  the  League,  and  have  concluded  that  our 
best  interests  demand  the  payment  of  the  floating 
debt  and  the  removal  of  the  heavy  charge  incident  to 
the  mortgage  on  building  in  its  present  shape,  which 
in  their  opinion  can  be  readily  done  by  borrowing 
upon  mortgage  of  the  League  House  the  sum  of 
$75,000,  a  loan  which  they  anticipate  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining,  and  with  that  sum  paying  off  those  bonds 
outstanding  in  hands  of  holders  other  than  our  own 
Trustees,  and  the  temporary  indebtedness  due  to 
general  creditors. 

They  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  by  this 
meeting  of  such  resolution  as  will  authorize  the  in- 
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coming  Board  of  Directors  to  carry  oat  the  plan  sug¬ 
gested. 

The  Board  have  fixed  the  annual  tax  for  the  ensuing 
year  at  Forty  Dollars. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

SILAS  W.  PETTIT, 

Secretary . 


AUDITORS’  REPORT 


Philadelphia,  December  2,  1878. 
To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  : 

Gentlemen  The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Union  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  2d  inst.,  compared  them 
with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the 
aggregate  the  following  figures: 


Cash  on  hand,  December  1st,  1877, . 

Annual  Tax  from  922  members,  1878,  at  $40,  $36,880  00 

“  “  17  non-residents  1878,  at  $20,  340  00 

4  members,  1877,  at  $30, 

1  correspondent,  1877,  at  $10, 

9  correspondent,  1878,  at 


[,468  12 


(t 


u 


LO, 


120  00 
10  00 
135  00 


[Received  from  Billiards, . 

“  “  Rents, . 

“  on  Temporary  loan,  .... 

for  account  Publication  Fund  (in  addition 
to  3,000  Lehigh  V.  R.  R.  Bonds)., 
from  Restaurant  sales,  .... 


u 


EXPENDITURES. 

Repairs,  etc.,  1421  Moravian  Street,  . 

“  “  131  South  Fifteenth  Street, 

Household  effects,  ...... 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds,  etc.,  deposited 
in  Bank  acc’t,  from  which  holders  are  jraid, 
Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  .... 

Repairs  to  League  House,  .  .  .  $1,047  81 
Renewing  Household  effects,  ,  .  3,827  70 
Taxes  and  Water  rent,  .  .  /  2,801  69 

Fuel, .  1,199  20 

Ice, .  760  07 

Gas,  .......  4,528  59 

Entertainments.  .....  589  65 

Salaries,  wages,  board  of  employees,  10,931  42 

Miscellaneous  expenses,  viz :  Garden, 

Printing,  Advertising,  Stationery, 

Postage  stamps,  Telegrams,  etc.,  3,079  31 


$37,485  00 
2,352  81 
659  33 
3,000  00 

1,258  23 
26,227  23 

$72,450  72 


$  92  00 
.33  69 
100  00 

5,934  16 

2,000  00 


$28,765  44 
1,553  73 
428 


55 


Library  committee,  ..... 

Temporary  Insurances,  .  ■ 

Restaurant,  including  wages,  board  of  waiters,  etc.,  33,115  81 
Profit  and  Loss,  cash  short,  .  .  .  .  .  269  00 


-$72,292  38 


Balance  on  hand  in  Bank,  .  $158  34 

GEO.  P.  LOUGHEAD, ) 

RICHARD  A.  LEWIS,  \  Auditors. 

GEO.  W.  FARR,  Jr.,  J 
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RESTAURANT. 


Stock  on  hand,  December  1st,  1877, 
Paid  in  the  year, 

Stock  on  hand,  December  2d,  1878, 
Received  during  the  year, 


$  3,246  36 
30,018  61 

- $33,264  97 

3,415  72 
26,227  23 

- $29,642  95 


Loss  in  the  year, 


3,622  02 


i 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League,  December  2d,  1878. 


Money  borrowed, . 

Bills  for  Restaurant,  . 

li  Expenses,  .  .  ... 

Due  Bondholders,  interest  not  called  for, 
Due  Sinking  Fund  (Trustees), 


$13,000  00 
1,456  05 
1,486  87 
6,200  00 
2,000  00 


$24,142  92 


Temporary  Indebtedness  of  the  League ,  December  1st,  1877. 


Money  borrowed,  .  ■ 

Bills  for  Restaurant, 

Bills  for  Expenses,  .... 

Due  Bondholders,  interest  not  called  for, 
Due  Sinking  Fund  (.Trustees), 


$10,000  00 
3,113  31 
3,490  00 
3,600  00 
2,000  00 


$22,204  21 


Increase  of  Iudebtendess, 


$1938  71 


Statement  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sailing  Fund,  shows: 


Bonded  Indebtedness  of  the  League,  December  2d,  1878. 

Outstanding  bonds  of  the  League,  .  .  $120,000  00 

Bond  and  mortgage  oil  No.  131  S.  Fifteenth  St.,  10,000  00 

Less  bonds  of  the  League,  purchased  and  held 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  .  $58,000  00 

Balance  of  Cash  in  hands  of  Trustees  for  pur¬ 
chasing  Bonds  (and  $5,160,  interest  due  by 
League,)  .......  3,448  75 


130,000  00 


$61,448  75 


$68,551  25 


Bonded  Indebtedness  of  the  League,  December 

1st,  1877, . $72,213  25 

Bonded  Indebtedness  of  the  League,  December 

2d,  1878, .  68,551  25 

Decrease  of  Bonded  Indebtedness, - $3,662  00 


JAMES  L.  CLAGIIORN,  Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT  OF  DISCREPA  NCIES. 


Cash  short . .  $  269  00 

Petty  cash,  unaccounted  for .  1,013  37 

January  29tli,  1878,  Check  No.  292,  on  Philadelphia 

Bank . $5,047  50 

Charged  on  stub,  and  in  Cash  Book .  5,097  50 

- $50  OO 

Rents  from  No.  1414  Sansom  street, 

Credited  in  Cash  Book  ....  $155  00 
Tenants’  Receipts  .  ....  205  00  50  00 


1421  Moravian  street, 

Credited  in  Cash  Book  ....  $  65  00 
Tenants’  Receipts .  140  00  75  00 


1412  Sansom  street, 

Credited  in  Cash  Book  ....  125  00 

Tenants’  Receipts .  250  00  125  00 

1419  Moravian  street, 

Credited  in  Cash  Book  ....  100  00 

Tenants’  Receipts .  240  00  140  00 


131  South  Fifteenth  street, 

Credited  in  Cash  book  ....  214  33 

Tenants’  Receipts .  504  97  290  64  680  64 


Entrance  Fees  and  Annual  Tax  paid  by  Subscribers 
but  not  entered  iu  Cash  Book, 

59  Annuals,  at  $40 .  2,360  00 

32  Correspondents,  at  $15 .  480  00 

6  Entrance  Fees  and  Tax,  each  $90,  .  .  540  00 

1  Entrance  Fee  and  Tax,  at  $65.  ...  65  00  3,445  00' 


$5,458  10 


WM.  C.  CLAGHORN,  Accountant 


Philadelphia,  Nov.  30,  1878. 


Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 
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ABSTRACT 

FROM 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines  and  other  periodi¬ 
cals  now  subscribed  to:  — 

ENGLISH. 

The  Westminster  Review, 


CC 

CC 


CC 

u 


a 

cc 

u 


All  Year  Round, 

Once  a  Week, 

Athenaeum, 

The  London  Illustrated  News 
(t  “  Punch, 

Weekly  Times, 
Graphic, 

Saturday  Review, 

Pall-Mall, 

The  Spectator, 

Field  and  Farm, 

Nineteenth  Century, 

Revue  Des  Deux  Monde,  French, 


“  British  Quarterly  Review, 
“  Edinburgh  Review, 

“  Quarterly  Review, 

“  Fortnightly  Review, 

“  Contemporary  Review, 
Cornhill  Magazine, 

Macmillan, 

Temple  Bar, 

Notes  and  Queries, 

Chamber’s  Journal, 

Fraser’s  Magazine, 
Blackwood's  Magazine. 


The  Illustrated  Zeitung,  German, 
AMERICAN, 


Harper’s  Monthly, 
Harper’s  Weekly, 
Littell’s  Living  Age, 
Appleton’s  R.  R.  Guide, 
Lippincott’s  Magazine, 
Scientific  American, 

Penn  Monthly, 

Army  and  Navy  Journal, 
Wilkes’  Spirit, 


Financial  and  Com.  Chronicle, 
Atlantic  Monthly, 

Scribner’s  Monthly, 

Popular  Science  Monthly, 
International  Review, 

North  American  Review, 

The  Art  Journal, 

Forest  and  Stream, 

The  Nation. 


CC 

CC 


NEWSPAPERS. 

Com.  List  and  Price  Current. 
Sunday  Mercury,  3  copies, 
Dispatch,  4  copies, 
Press,  2  copies', 

Ti  mes  ( McClure’s ) ,  5  cop. 
N.  Y.  Herald,  2  copies. 


U 

Cl 

cc 

Cl 


WEEKLY 

Germantown  Telegraph, 

Railway  World, 

Sunday  Times,  3  copies, 

Republic,  4  copies, 

Transcript,  3  copies, 

World,  3  copies, 

Sunday  N.  Y.  Times,  2  copies, 

DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies, 

“  Record,  3  copies, 

Inquirer,  3  copies,- 
Evening  Telegraph,  14  copies 
3-2d  edition,  ll-6th  edition. 

New  York  Herald,  4  copies, 

Tribune,  4  copies, 

World,  1  copy, 

Boston  Journal,  1  copy, 


CC 

a 


North  American,  4  copies, 

The  Times,  6  copies, 
u  Press,  4  copies, 

Evening  Bulletin,  8  copies — 3-2d 
edition,  5-5th  edition, 

New  York  Graphic,  1  copy, 

“  Times,  4  copies, 

“  Daily  Bulletin  1  copy , 

Baltitimore  American,  1  copy. 


Le  Messager  Franco  American, 

T.  A.  BOYD,  Chairman. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  RE  POET 


OP  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


UNION  LEAGUE 


PHILADELPHIA. 

DECEMBER  8th ,  1879. 


PHILADELPHIA: 


PRESS  OF  HENRY  B.  ASHMEAD, 

Nos.  1102  and  1104  Sansom  Street. 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  8th,  1879. 


PRESIDENT. 

George  H.  Boker. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

A.  E.  Borie,  J.  Frailey  Smith, 

Edwin  N.  Benson,  William  C.  Houston. 
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DIRECTORS. 


James  L.  Claghorn, 
Silas  W.  Pettit, 
Charles  H.  Cramp, 
Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
Edwin  H.  Fitler, 
William  E.  Littleton, 
Strickland  Kneass, 


John  L.  Lawson, 
Samuel  B.  Huey, 

H.  P.  Smith, 

L.  F.  Barry, 

J.  E.  Soule, 
Winthrop  Smith, 
William  H.  Hurley, 
Henry  Lewis. 


TREASURER. 

James  L.  Claghorn. 


SECRETARY. 


William  E.  Littleton. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

A.  E.  Borie,  Chairman. 

James  L.  Claghorn,  Strickland  Kneass, 

John  L.  Lawson,  Edwin  H.  Fitler. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

William  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Samuel  B.  Huey, 

William  H.  Hurley,  Winthrop  Smith. 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Silas  W.  Pettit,  Chairman. 

William  E.  Littleton,  L.  F.  Barry, 

H.  P.  Smith,  J.  E.  Soule. 

publication  committee. 

Edwin  N.  Benson,  Chairman. 

Samuel  B.  Huey,  Charles  H.  Cramp, 

J.  Frailey  Smith,  Henry  Lewis. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 

R.  Hale  Benson,  Chairman. 

Alexander  P.  Colesberry,  Secretary. 
Walter  G.  Wilson,  Winfield  S.  Russell, 


Albert  D.  Fell, 
Robert  Reed, 
Harry  Rogers, 
J.  B.  Agnew, 


George  W.  Rexsamer, 
Samuel  Bell, 

Richard  A.  Lewis, 
Joseph  Moore,  Jr., 
Charles  K.  Ide. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


A  year  ago,  when  your  Board  of  Directors  found 
cause  to  congratulate  you  oyer  the  great  Republican 
triumphs  of  1878,  it  was  confidently  hoped  that  the 
result  of  the  popular  declaration  of  principles  would  act 
as  a  check  on  the  injurious  policy  which  was  being 
so  ardently  pressed  by  the  Democratic  majority  of 
the  National  Congress.  The  election  then  held  was 
a  rebuke  to  the  dishonest  legislation  that  was  impair¬ 
ing  the  national  credit,  as  well  as  a  warning  of  yet 
further  condemnation  if  any  course  calculated  to  tarnish 
the  national  honor  was  persisted  in. 

The  record  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  past 
year  shows  that  it  has  failed  to  read  the  lesson  then 
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sought  to  be  taught.  Not  only  has  every  act  then 
denounced  been  repeated,  but  other  and  yet  graver 
dangers  have  arisen  from  the  policy  since  adopted. 
Finding  that  in  the  constitutional  exercise  of  the  Presi¬ 
dential  veto  a  check  was  being  put  upon  its  efforts 
to  place,  by  legislation,  the  national  government  in 
as  defenceless  a  position  as  that  in  which  it  stood  in 
1861,  the  plan  of  coercion  was  adopted,  and  the  wheels 
of  government  were  almost  stopped  because  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  would  not  forswear  his  duty  and  yield  his 
judgment  to  illegal  demands.  Such  coercion  meant 
revolution,  and  it  is,  therefore,  without  wonder  that 
your  Directors  can  record  a  series  of  Republican  vic¬ 
tories  rarely  equalled  in  the  history  of  any  party. 
The  repeated  and  unrebuked  outrages  committed  in 
the  Southern  States,  and  the  determination  manifested 
to  secure  a  sectional  control  of  the  government,  roused 
a  just  spirit  of  indignation  throughout  the  North,  and 
from  the  moment  the  attitude  of  the  Southern  States 
became  assured,  the  only  safety  of  the  nation  lay  in 
the  renewed  consolidation  of  those  who,  in  times  past, 
have  proved  both  the  defenders  and  saviours  of  national 
unity  and  national  honor.  In  the  continuation  of  the 
struggle  over  the  Presidential  election  next  year,  your 
Directors  propose  that  the  League  shall  stand  as  firmly 
by  its  principles  as  it  did  in  1863,  and  during  the  six¬ 
teen  years  of  its  patriotic  life. 
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On  the  8th  of  April  the  Board  directed,  by  resolu¬ 
tion,  the  Guest  Committee  to  consider  the  best  means 
of  receiving  General  Grant  on  his  return  from  his 
memorable  journey  around  the  world. 

General  Grant  has  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
League  for  a  reception  at  the  Club  House  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  Tuesday,  December  23.  The  Guest  Committee, 
under  further  authority  of  the  Board,  has  added  fifty- 
five  members  to  its  number,  has  been  divided  into 
appropriate  sub-committees,  and  is  now  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 
reception,  which  it  is  hoped  will  he  in  every  way  a 
success,  and  worthy  of  the  character  and  reputation  of 
the  League. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  held  on 
March  11,  1879,  a  resolution  was  adopted  tendering  a 
reception  to  his  Excellency  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  Governor 
of  the  State,  and  a-  Committee  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  matter. 

The  Governor  accepted  the  invitation,  and  the  recep¬ 
tion  took  place  at  the  League  House  upon  the  evening 
of  April  15,  1879,  and  was  participated  in  by  a  very 
large  number  of  our  members.  The  distinguished  guest 
was  formally  received  by  Mr.  Boker,  the  President  of 
the  League,  and  addresses  were  delivered  by  Mr.  Boker, 
by  the  Governor,  by  the  Hon.  M.  Bussell  Thayer,  Hon. 
Edward  McPherson,  and  others.  These  addresses  have 
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been  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each 
member  of  the  Club. 

The  cost  of  this  reception  was  defrayed  by  private 
subscription,  none  of  the  funds  of  the  League  having 
been  expended  for  it. 

The  number  of  members  of  the  League,  on  the  1st 
of  December,  1878,  was  874.  The  number  on  the 
roll  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1879,  was  851, 
being  a  loss  of  23. 

Since  December  1st,  1878,  68  resignations  have 
been  presented  and  accepted,  and  12  members  have 
died,  and  16  members  have  been  suspended  for  non¬ 
payment  of  their  annual  dues,  in  accordance  with  the 
By-Laws.  The  number  of  newr  members  elected  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  is  43,  and  30  have  been  reinstated. 

The  total  membership  at  present  is  as  above  stated. 
The  correspondents  on  the  roll  of  the  League  number 
61;  13  were  added  during  the  year;  and  of  the 
members  of  the  League,  8  have,  by  application  to 
the  Board,  had  their  annual  tax  reduced  one-half 
under  Rule  No.  21,  during  their  absence  from  the  city. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  an 
addition  of  38  volumes  to  the  Library  during  the  past 
year,  one  of  which  was  purchased,  and  the  others  ob¬ 
tained  by  gift.  The  sum  of  $40  has  been  expended 
for  books,  and  $1695.71  for  newspapers,  magazines 
and  other  periodicals,  making  a  total  of  $1735.71. 
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The  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  now 
4598. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  shows 
that  43  candidates  were  recommended  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  membership,  and  13  for  correspondents, 
all  of  whom  were  duly  admitted. 

During  the  past  year  the  League  has  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  one  of  its  founders — a 
man  identified  with  its  whole  history,  and  ever  active 
in  its  service. 

of  January 

last.  He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Union 
Club  which  preceded  the  formation  of  the  Union 
League.  In  the  organization  of  the  League  he  took  a 
most  important  part,  and  was  closely  identified  with 
it  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  services  as  Director, 
Vice-President,  and  President  will  be  remembered  by 
all.  He  voluntarily  retired  from  the  latter  office  in 
1874,  but  his  attachment  to  and  interest  in  the  League 
never  diminished.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  de¬ 
served  and  won  our  regard  and  respect.  As  a  citizen, 
as  an  official,  or  as  a  journalist,  in  whatever  walk  of  life 
we  saw  or  knew  him,  he  was  always  conspicuous  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  right,  and  powerful  in  his  denunciation 
of  what  he  thought  to  be  wrong.  His  eloquent  tongue 
has  ceased  to  charm  us,  but  his  delightful  genius 
will  never  be  forgotten. 

]* 


Morton  McMichael  died  on  the  6th  day 
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The  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditors  for  the 
year  ending  December  1,  1879,  are  also  presented  for 
examination. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  League  from  all  sources,  for 
the  past  year,  were  .  .  .  $187,551  70 

And  the  expenditures  for  the  same  time  187,209  42 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  .  .  $342  28 

The  items  of  receipt  and  expenditure  are  unusually 
large,  owing  to  the  necessary  entries  relating  to  the 
negotiation  of  the  new  loan  and  payment  of  the  old 
bonds,  a  full  account  of  which  is  hereafter  given. 

The  conduct  of  the  Restaurant  of  the  League  has 
been,  ever  since  its  foundation,  one  of  the  most  laborious 
duties  devolving  upon  your  Board  of  Directors,  requir¬ 
ing  as  it  did  the  constant  daily  supervision  of  one  or 
more  of#  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  intrusted.  It 
resulted  almost  invariably  in  a  deficit,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  while  at  the 
same  time,  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  it  did  not 
always  give  satisfaction  to  the  membership  at  large. 

Pursuant,  therefore,  to  the  expressed  wish  of  many 
members  of  the  League,  and  as  a  measure  of  economy^ 
your  Board  resolved  upon  a  radical  change  in  that  de¬ 
partment,  and  accordingly,  by  a  contract  which  went 
into  effect  on  the  1st  of  February  last,  leased  the  Res¬ 
taurant  of  the  League  to  Mr.  Nunzio  Finelli,  a  caterer 


11 


of  well-known  capability  and  established  reputation,  who 
also,  as  part  of  his  contract,  perforins  the  duties  for¬ 
merly  devolved  upon  the  Steward.  The  result  has 
been  highly  satisfactory  in  every  way ;  the  Hestaurant 
is  more  largely  patronized  than  formerly,  and  its  man¬ 
agement  gives  general  satisfaction  to  the  membership, 
while  the  League  is  saved  the  usual  annual  deficit 
chargeable  to  this  account,  and  also  saves  the  $2000  a 
year  heretofore  allowed  as  salary  to  the  Steward. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  League  a  resolu- 
tion  was  adopted  authorizing  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
borrow  $75,000  upon  mortgage  of  the  property  of  the 
Club,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  floating  debt 
and  taking  up  and  cancelling  the  then  existing  mort¬ 
gage  of  $120,000,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest. 

The  floating  debt  December  1,  1878,  was  $24,142.92. 
of  which  $7160  were  due  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  leaving  due  to  other  creditors  $16,982.92. 

The  original  bonds  issued  amounted  to  $120,000. 
were  secured  by  the  mortgage  for  that  amount,  and 
bore  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Of  these  bonds  the  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  on 
December  1,  1878,  held  $58,000,  and  also  had  then  on 
hand  the  sum  of  $3448.75  for  the  purchase  of  other 
bonds.  During  the  present  year  the  Trustees  ex¬ 
pended  $2000  in  the  purchase  of  additional  bonds  to 
that  amount,  leaving  a  cash  balance  of  $1448.75  on 
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hand,  which  has  since  been  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  League,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
Auditors’  Report. 

The  Board  of  Directors  take  great  pleasure  in  report¬ 
ing  to  the  members  of  the  League  that  they  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  negotiating  a  loan  of  $75,000  upon  the 
League  property  for  ten  years,  at  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  have  issued  therefor  150  bonds  of 
the  League  for  the  sum  of  $500  each,  and  secured  the 
same  by  a  mortgage  of  the  League  building  and  lot  of 
ground  thereto  appertaining. 

With  the  funds  thus  received  the  floating  debt  has 
been  fully  discharged,  and  all  of  the  six  per  cent,  bonds 
in  the  hands  of  third  parties,  amounting  to  $60,000, 
were  purchased  by  the  Treasurer  and  delivered  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  who  thereupon,  at  the 
request  of  the  Board,  entered  satisfaction  of  record  of 
the  mortgage  of  $120,000. 

The  only  indebtedness  upon  the  League  building  and 
lot  is,  therefore,  the  mortgage  of  $75,000,  securing 
bonds  to  that  amount  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  pay¬ 
able  in  ten  years  from  July  1,  1879.  The  League  has 
no  other  obligation  outstanding  except  the  mortgage 
for  $10,000  on  its  property  No.  131  South  Fifteenth 
street,  which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  off  with  principal 
funds  on  hand. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  property  and 


assets  of  the  League.  All  items  of  real  estate  are  esti¬ 
mated  at  cost. 


Leal  estate,  Broad  and  Sansom  streets, 

House  and  lot,  1412  Sansom  street, 
u  u  1414  u  u 

“  “  1419  Moravian  street, 

u  u  1421  u  u 

u  “  131  S.  Fifteenth  street, 


$193,212  90 
7,323  53 
5,805  21 
5,919  01 
3,416  58 
11,908  43 


Household  effects,  34,445  57 

Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurance,  1,901  40 

Tenip’y  Loan  and  Investment,  $13,000  00 
Less  amount  thereof  belonging 

to  the  Publication  Fund,  4,000  00 


-  9,000  00 

Cash,  342  28 

$273,274  91 


The  League  is  indebted  as  follows  : 

Bonds  secured  by  mortgage  at 

5  per  cent.,  $75,000  00 

Mortgage  on  property  No.  131 

S.  Fifteenth  street,  10,000  00 

Due  Publication  Fund,  257  55 

Due  Library  Committee,  179  44 

-  85,436  99 


Surplus  above  all  liabilities, 


$187,837  92 
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In  addition  to  which  there  is  in  the  Publication  Fund 
the  sum  of  $4000,  duly  invested  for  the  purposes  of 
that  account. 

The  Board  has  fixed  the  annual  tax  for  the  ensuing- 
year  at  forty  dollars. 

order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

W.  E.  LITTLETON, 

Secretary . 


DECEMBER  1,  1879. 

UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 
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James  L.  Claghorn 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1879. 
To  the  Union  League  o  f  Philadelphia  : 


Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned,  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Union  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  inst.,  compared 
them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  pre¬ 
sent  in  the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1878, 

Annual  tax  from  879  members,  1879,  (a) 

$40 . $35,160  00 

Annual  tax  from  25  non-residents,  1879, 

@  $20, .  500  00 

Annual  tax  from  46  correspondents,  1879, 

@  $15, .  690  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  correspondent,  1879,  @ 

$10, . .  10  00 

Entrance  fee  from  27  members,  1879,  @  $50,  1,350  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1869,  (a)  $25,  25  00 

Annual  tax* from  1  member,  1875,  (aj  $25,  25  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1877,  (cd,  $30,  30  00 

Annual  tax  from  15  members,  1878,  (a)  $40,  600  00 

Annual  tax  from  3  correspondents,  1878,  @ 

$20, . .  .  60  00 

Annual  tax  from  11  correspondents,  1878, 

@  $15,  ......  165  00 

Deceived  from  Billiards,  .... 

Received  from  Rents,  .... 

Received  from  Restaurant  Sales, 

Received  from  Interest,  .... 

Received  for  account  Publication  Fund, 

Received  from  sundry  parties  for  Music,  &c., 

Received  from  petty  Cash, 

Received  on  Temporary  Loan  ($60,000  to 
pay  for  Bonds,  $1000  returned  of  Invest¬ 
ment  Account),  .  .  ... 

Received  from  Bond  Account,  new  5  per  ct., 

Received  from  Trustees  Sinking  Fund, 


$158  34 


38,615  00 
1,823  29 
1,189  00 
6,842  49 
647  92 
90  00 
627  15 
109  76 


61,000  00 
75.000  00 
1,448  75 


$187,551  70 
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Amount  forward,  .....  .  $187,551  70 


EXPENDITURES. 


Repairs,  &c.,  1412  Sansom  Street, 

$31 

00 

Repairs,  &c.,  1414  Sansom  Street, 

28 

00 

Repairs,  &c.,  131  South  Fifteenth  Street,  . 

243 

50 

Household  Effects,  ..... 

165 

00 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds,  &c., 

6,690 

73 

Library  Committee,  ..... 

1,735 

71 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent,  .... 

2,501 

88 

Temporary  Insurance,  .... 

428 

55 

Repairs  to  League  House,  .... 

808 

84 

Renewing  Household  Effects, 

2,176 

66 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz. :  Garden,  Print- 

ing,  Advertising,  Stationery,  Postage 

Stamps,  Telegrams,  &c.. 

3,983 

01 

Fuel,  ....... 

1,849 

09 

Ice,  ........ 

1,578 

79 

Gas,  ....... 

3,401 

50 

Salaries,  Wages,  and  board  of  Employees,  . 

8,925v 

32 

Entertainments,  ..... 

1,416 

46 

Music,  ....... 

602 

50 

Restaurant,  including  wages,  board  of  waiters, 

&c.,  to  February  1,  1879, 

Investment  and  Temporary  Loans  ($1000 

6,622 

88 

of  this  returned  per  contra),  . 

10,000 

00 

Profit  and  Loss  Account,  .... 

20 

00 

Publication  Fund,  ..... 

1,000 

00 

Temporary  Loans  ($60,000  of  Loan  to  pay 

Bonds,  $13,000  of  Loan  of  previous  year) 

73,000 

00 

Bonds,  Redemption  of  old, 

60,000 

00 

$187,209 

42 

Balance  of  Cash  on  hand, 

$342 

28 

Geo.  P.  Loughead,^ 

Richard  A.  Lewis,  >-  Auditors. 
Geo.  W.  Farr,  Jr.,  ) 


ABSTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines,  and  other  periodicals 
now  subscribed  to  : — 


ENGLISH. 


All  the  Year  Round. 

Once  a  Week. 

Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 

44  44  Punch. 

44  44  Weekly  Times. 

44  44  Graphic. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall. 

The  Spectator. 

44  Field  and  Farm. 

44  Nineteenth  Century. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 

The  Illustrated 
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The  Westminster  Review. 

44  British  Quarterly  Review. 
Edinburgh  Review. 
Quarterly  Review. 

44  Fortnightly  Review. 

44  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Fraser’s  Magazine. 
Blackwood’s  Magazine. 
Zeitung,  German. 


AMERICAN. 


Harper’s  Monthly. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Appletons’  Railroad  Guide. 
Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Scientific  American. 

Penn  Monthly. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Wilkes’  Spirit. 

United 


Financial  and  Com.  Chronicle. 
Atlantic  Monthly. 

Scribner’s  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 
International  Review. 

North  American  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 

Service. 


WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 

Railway  World. 

Sunday  Times,  3  copies. 

44  Republic,  4  copies 

44  Transcript,  3  copies. 

44  World,  3  copies. 

Sunday  N 


Com.  List  and  Price  Current. 
Sunday  Mercury,  3  copies. 

44  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

44  Press,  2  copies. 

44  Times  (McClure’s),  5  cop. 

44  N.  Y.  Herald,  2  copies. 

.  Y.  Times,  2  copies. 


DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

44  Record,  5  copies. 

Inquirer,  3  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  14  copies — 3 
2d  edition,  11  6th  edition. 

New  York  Herald,  4  copies. 

44  Tribune,  4  copies. 

44  World,  1  copy. 

Boston  Journal,  1  copy. 


North  American,  4  copies. 

The  Times,  8  copies. 

44  Press,  4  copies. 

Evening  Bulletin,  10  copies — 3  2d 
edition,  7  5th  edition. 

New  York  Graphic,  1  copy. 

44  Times,  4  copies. 
Baltimore  American,  1  copy. 

Le  Messager  Franco- American. 

W.  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTOR'S 

OF  THE 


UNION  LEAGUE 


PHILADELPHIA. 


DECEMBER  12th ,  1SS1. 


PHILADELPHIA  : 

PRESS  OF  HENRY  B.  A  SIT  ME  AD, 

1102  and  1104  Sansom  Street. 

1881. 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  12th,  1881. 


PRESIDENT. 

George  H.  Boker. 


Edwin  N.  Benson, 
William  C.  Houston, 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
Edwin  H.  Fitler. 


James  L.  Claghorn, 
Silas  W.  Pettit, 
Charles  H.  Cramp, 
Strickland  Kneass, 
John  L.  Lawson, 
Samuel  B.  Huey, 

L.  F.  Barry, 


DIRECTORS. 

Winthrop  Smith, 

William  H.  Hurley, 
Henry  Lewis, 

Thomas  Dolan, 

Edward  C.  Knight, 
Theodore  E.  Wiedersheim, 
Robert  S.  Davis, 


Joel  J.  Baily. 


TREASURER. 

James  L.  Claghorn. 


SECRETARY. 

Samuel  B.  Huey. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Edwin  H.  Fitler,  Chairman. 

William  H.  Hurley,  Charles  H.  Cramp, 

Winthrop  Smith,  Robert  S.  Davis. 

GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

Edwin  N.  Denson,  Chairman, 

James  L.  Claghorn,  John  L.  Lawson, 

Strickland  Kneass,  Samuel  B.  Huey. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

William  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 

Silas  W.  Pettit,  Edward  C.  Knight, 

Thomas  Dolan,  Joel  J.  Baily. 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Chairman, 

James  L.  Claghorn,  Henry  Lewis, 

L  F.  Barry,  Theodore  E.  Wiedersheim. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 

R.  Dale  Benson.  Chairman. 


Samuel 

Walter  G.  Wilson, 
Albert  D.  Fell, 

Robert  Reed, 

Harry  Rogers, 

J.  B.  Agnew, 


Bell,  Secretary. 

Winfield  S.  Russell, 
George  W.  Rexsamer, 
Richard  A.  Lewis, 
Joseph  Moore,  Jr., 
Charles  K.  Ide, 


James  M.  Arrison. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  special  interest  in 
connection  with  the  property  of  the  League.  The 
Board  has  repeatedly  called  attention  to  the  size  and 
beauty  of  our  building  and  its  peculiar  adaptation  to 
the  purposes  of  our  organization ;  and  the  number  of 
members  who  habitually  avail  themselves  of  the  many 
and  great  social  advantages  incident  to  membership 
and  of  the  unrivalled  facilities  afforded  for  enjoyment 
shows  that  the  ownership  of  the  building  is  appreciated 
at  its  full  value.  As  suggested  in  the  last  report,  con¬ 
stant  use  had  seriously  injured  the  furniture  and  ap¬ 
pointments  of  the  club ;  and  early  in  the  year  the 
House  Committee  was  instructed  to  make  thorough 
but  judicious  renovations  of  the  house  and  its  equip¬ 
ment.  The  assistance  of  an  experienced  architect 
was  obtained ;  and  a  mere  mention  of  the  work  done 
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under  his  direction,  and  of  some  of  the  purchases  made 
by  the  Committee,  will  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  time  and 
labor  involved  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Board  and  the  necessity  which  existed  for  the  expendi¬ 
ture. 

The  lower  hall  has  been  supported  by  girders  and 
columns  ;  the  plumbing  throughout  the  house  has  been 
renewed  and  the  plastering  repaired ;  the  roof  and 
balconies  have  been  put  in  order ;  the  wine-rooms 
refloored  and  shelved ;  a  new  range  placed  in  the  kit¬ 
chen  ;  new  and  improved  refrigerators  built ;  the  dumb¬ 
waiters  and  bells  rehung;  the  outside  of  the  house 
repainted  and  all  the  stone  work  cleaned ;  the  carpen¬ 
ter  work  throughout  put  in  thorough  order ;  the 
smoking-room  and  restaurant  refurnished,  painted,  and 
floored ;  an  electric  light  ordered  for  the  front  of  the 
house ;  new  gas-fixtures  placed  in  the  halls  and  many 
of  the  rooms,  and  new  carpetings  and  curtains  laid 
and  hung ;  the  halls  and  principal  rooms  refrescoed ; 
the  furniture  re-upholstered,  and  new  chinaware  and 
silverware  purchased.  The  work  has  been  done  in  a 
very  thorough  manner ;  and  it  is  believed  that  with 
ordinary  care  the  property  will  be  in  good  order  for  many 
years  to  come.  Some  additional  services  on  the  part  of 
artists  and  mechanics  are  yet  due  under  the  contracts, 
and  in  this  connection  it  is  with  special  pleasure  that 
the  Board  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $1000  from  one 


7 


of  its  members  to  defray  the  cost  of  a  stained-glass  me¬ 
morial  window,  with  inscriptions  commemorative  of  our 
ex-presidents  now  deceased,  which  is  to  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  first  landing  of  the  main  staircase. 

Pending  these  improvements  a,number  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  League  conceived  the  idea  of  rendering  it 
still  more  attractive  and  enjoyable  by  enlarging  its 
accommodations  for  those  who  wished  to  indulge  in 
rational  amusements,  and  by  providing  a  room  for 
literary  and  other  entertainments,  art  receptions,  and 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  League.  They  accordingly 
proposed  that  if  the  League  would  tear  down  the  four 
small  dwelling-houses  owned  by  it  on  Sansom  and 
Moravian  streets,  and  sell  its  house  on  Fifteenth  street, 
granting  the  proceeds  towards  the  contemplated  project, 
they  would  build  and  donate  to  the  corporation  an 
annex  on  Sansom  street,  built  in  accordance  with  plans 
submitted.  On  May  30th  the  League  accepted  the 
proposition,  authorized  the  sale  of  the  Fifteenth  street 
house,  and  donated  the  proceeds  of  the  same  to  the 
building  fund.  The  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  committee  consisting  of  five  directors  and  four  gen¬ 
tlemen  from  the  body  of  the  League,  and  the  work  has 
been  pushed  so  expeditiously  that  it  is  now  practically 
completed. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-eight  members  contributed 
the  sum  of  $32,500,  which  added  to  the  money  re- 
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ceived  for  the  Fifteenth  street  property  made  the 
building  fund  amount  to  $41,500.  With  this  fund  the 
annex  has  been  built,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the 
club.  The  basement  floor  contains  a  bowling-alley, 
the  main  floor  an  exceptionally  beautiful  billiard-room, 
with .  ten  tables  of  the  most  improved  pattern,  while 
over  the  billiard-room  is  a  large  assembly-room  capable 
of  seating  six  hundred  persons.  The  building  is  59  x 
100  feet;  the  billiard-room  and  the  assembly-room  each 
41  x  83  feet-.  For  comfort,  convenience,  elegance,  and 
•perfect  equipment,  our  house  can  now  challenge  com¬ 
parison  with  that  of  any  social  organization  in  the 
country,  and  the  membership  is  to  be  most  heartily 
congratulated  upon  its  possession. 

Early  in  the  year  the  House  Rules  were  carefully 
re\ised,  with  the  intent  to  provide  for  the  greatest 
possible  protection  to  every  one  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  club  privileges,  and  a  copy  of  the  revised  rules 
sent  to  each  member. 

Two  evening  receptions  were  held  during  the  year, 
one  on  February  21st,  and  the  other  on  May  5th. 
Great  praise  is  due  to  the  committee  in  charge  for  its 
successful  management  of  these  very  enjoyable  occasions. 

The  attention  of  the  members  has  been  called  by  an 
able  address  by  Mr.  Bryant  of  Georgia,  and  by  a  re¬ 
port  of  a  committee  of  which  Prof.  Stille  was  chairman, 
io  the  necessity  of  promoting  the  interests  of  education 
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in  the  South,  and  of  assisting  in  this  manner  to  find 
the  true  solution  of  what  has  commonly  been  known  as 
the  southern  question.  The  South  of  1881  is  in  a 
transition  state.  A  new  generation  is  coming  into  the 
possession  of  its  governments  and  its  property,  and  into 
control  of  its  policy.  The  negroes  are  in  many  districts 
becoming  recognized  as  valuable  citizens,  and,  as  Sen¬ 
ator  Brown  recently  said,  “  It  is  our  interest,  our  wish, 
and  our  duty  to  make  the  best  possible  citizens  out  of 
them.”  Thoughtful  men  have  been  contrasting  the 
condition  of  the  most  prosperous  of  the  northern  states 
with  their  own  localities,  and  tracing  the  difference 
back  to  the  natural  outgrowths  of  education  and  igno¬ 
rance.  Light  is  streaming  in  through  the  free-school 
systems  which  are  being  gradually  introduced ;  and  the 
results  of  the  recent  elections  in  several  sections  would 
indicate  that  there  are  substantial  grounds  for  the  belief 
that  in  the  near  future  the  spelling-book  and  reader 
will  prove  potential  factors  in  bringing  into  accord  the 
different  parts  of  our  Union.  The  teacher  is  building 
the  foundation  on  which  our  institutions  will  rest 
securely,  and  in  a  sense  he  is  the  basis  of  all  good 
government.  Those  who  are  in  the  educating  work, 
weighed  down  with  the  vastness  of  the  field  and 
urgency  of  the  duty,  gratefully  acknowledge  the  aid 
and  encouragement  which  have  been  extended  to  them 

by  a  number  of  our  members. 

%/ 


10 


Throughout  its  career  the  League  has  occupied  an 
honorable  and  a  distinctively  influential  position  in  the 
country,  and  its  history  is  one  of  courageous  loyalty, 
of  unfaltering  faith,  of  generous  gifts,  and  of  manly 
independence.  The  names  of  our  choicest  citizens  can 
be  found  on  its  rolls,  and  its  membership  has  bestowed 
such  distinction  that  it  has  been  sought  for  with  zeal¬ 
ous  interest.  Many  of  our  original  members,  however, 
are  now  dead,  and  the  early  history  of  the  institution 
rests  in  some  measure  on  tradition.  The  Board  has 
conceived  the  idea  that  it  would  be  acting  in  con¬ 
sonance  with  the  wishes  of  its  fellow-members  if  it 
attempted,  while  as  yet  such  a  task  is  feasible,  to  se¬ 
cure  an  authentic  history  of  the  League  from  its  incep¬ 
tion,  and  it  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  obtained 
the  services  of  Mr.  George  P.  Lathrop  for  that  purpose. 
Within  the  coming  year  it  is  expected  that  this  history 
will  be  printed,  and  that  thus  we  shall  all  be  made 
familiar  with  the  men  who  organized  this  League  and 
the  circumstances  which  surrounded  its  early  struggles 
and  achievements. 

Our  membership  is  still  steadily  increasing.  The 
last  report  showed  that  the  number  of  members 
on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1880,  was  938.  The 
number  on  the  rolls  December  1st,  1881,  was  978,  a 
gain  of  40.  Since  December  1st  22  members  have 
been  elected,  so  that  we  now  number  1000.  The 
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Committee  on  Membership  has  sustained  its  well- 
earned  reputation  for  care  and  fidelity  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  its  duties,  and  on  its  recommendation  91 
new  members  have  been  elected.  During  the  year 
25  resignations  have  been  presented  and  accepted,  16 
members  have  died,  and  2  have  been  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues ;  22  old  members  have  asked 
and  obtained  permission  to  withdraw  resignations  pre¬ 
viously  tendered.  The  correspondents  on  the  roll 
number  72,  11  of  whom  were  elected  since  the  last 
report;  8  members  have,  by  application  to  the  Board, 
had  their  annual  tax  reduced,  under  Buie  19,  during 
their  absence  from  the  city. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Library  Committee 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  $1327  40  has  been  ex¬ 
pended  for  newspapers,  magazines,  and  other  periodicals, 
and  that  our  subscription  list  Oould  not  well  be  improved. 
The  whole  number  of  books  in  the  library  is  now  4621. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditors  are  here¬ 
with  presented,  and  the  Board  asks  for  these  papers 
your  careful  attention. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  League  from  all  sources,  for 
the  past  year,  exclusive  of  donations  to  the  annex 
fund,  were  .....  $79,401  94 

Expenditures  .....  69,866  11 


Balance  . 


.$9,535  83 
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There  is  no  indebtedness  of  any  kind  except  the 
$75,000  five  per  cent,  mortgage,  while  onr  real  estate, 
household  effects  and  investments  represent  in  value 
over  $300,000. 

The  plan  of  leasing  the  restaurant  continues  to  work 
satisfactorily.  The  service  is  exceptionally  good,  and 
a  deficit  in  u  restaurant  account”  no  longer  appears  on 
our  yearly  balance-sheet. 

To  provide  a  fund  for  the  expenditures  of  the  com¬ 
ing  year,  increased  as  they  will  be  by  the  care  of  the 
new  building,  the  Board  has  fixed  the  annual  tax  at 
forty  dollars. 

In  its  last  report  the  Board  congratulated  the  League 
upon  the  part  which  it  had  taken  in  the .  Presidential 
campaign  of  1880,  and  upon  the  happy  result  of  the 
contest,  and  indulged  in  the  hope  that  the  victory  meant 
so  much  that  was  dear  to  every  true  American  heart, 
so  much  indicative  of  the  rapid  progress  of  modern 
ideas  of  humanity  and  civilization,  so  much  that  was 
favorable  to  the  prosperous  growth  of  our  industries, 
and  so  much  of  wisdom  in  connection  with  our  finances, 
that  the  nation  could  view  the  future  with  a  calm  and 
restful  assurance  that  it  was  to  bring  almost  unalloyed 
peace  and  happiness. 

In  March  the  first  steps  toward  the  fruition  of  that 
hope  were  taken  in  the  inauguration  of  President  Gar- 
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field,  who,  in  the  formation  of  his  Cabinet  and  the  out¬ 
lining  of  the  policy  wThich  he  intended  to  pursue  as  Chief 
Magistrate,  vindicated  the  good  judgment  of  those  who 
nominated  and  elected  him  to  his  high  office.  Through¬ 
out  the  spring  and  early  summer  he  seemed  destined 
to  fulfill  the  expectation  expressed  by  the  Board,  that 
“  he  would  attract  to  the  national  government  the  up¬ 
right  men  of  all  parties  by  the  integrity,  impartiality, 
and  efficiency  of  his  administration.”  But  suddenly, 
and  without  warning,  he  was,  on  July  2d,  shot  down 
by  a  dastardly  assassin.  It  was  an  outrage  “  against 
the  peace  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  their 
dignity”  so  atrocious  that  the  universal  and  unaffected 
sorrow  of  the  people  was  mingled  with  the  utmost  in¬ 
dignation  and  horror. 

The  crime  against  the  man  was  of  the  basest :  that 
against  the  country  was  inexpressible,  and  it  seemed 
for  a  time  as  if  no  limit  could  he  placed  on  its  possible 
evil  results.  The  only  consoling  thought  was  that  the 
assassination  was  not  the  result  of  a  plot  nor  the  out¬ 
growth  of  national  degeneracy.  The  miscreant  repre¬ 
sented  only  his  own  passionate  impulses.  Throughout 
this  broad  land,  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf,  and  from 
Plymouth  Bock  to  the  Golden  Gate,  not  one  man  sym¬ 
pathized  with  him  in  his  act.  All  factional  and  partisan 
feelings  and  animosities  were  covered  up  and  lost  sight 
of  in  the  one  great  appalling  fact  that  the  President  of 
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the  United  States  had  been  murdered.  When  Lincoln 
was  shot,  Booth  and  his  companions  had  long  brooded 
over  their  fancied  wrongs,  and  sympathizers  in  their 
views  pictured  them  as  martyrs  to  a  principle  which 
called  them  to  sacrifice  the  leaders  of  their  oppressors. 
But  that  was  just  at  the  close  of  a  civil  war,  when  all 
men’s  passions  were  fearfully  excited.  Here,  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace  and  glad  prosperity,  no  man  or  men 
owned  fellowship  with  the  brutal  coward. 

Thanks  to  the  vigorous  manhood  and  the  unimpaired 
constitution  of  Mr.  Garfield,  and  thanks  to  the  All-wise 
Providence  which  gave  the  necessary  time  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  accustom  themselves  to  the  idea  of  the  death  of 
their  chosen  ruler,  and  time  to  the  Vice-President  to 
deliberate  on  his  conduct  should  he  be  called  upon  to 
assume  the  reins  of  government,  the  bullet  did  not  do 
its  fatal  work  at  once.  Life  lingered  in  its  stronghold, 
and  the  prayerful  hope  of  the  country  was  that  it  might 
conquer  in  the  conflict.  u  The  love  of  a  free  nation  is  worth 
more  than  the  crown  of  any  monarch.”  What  despotism 
could  have  done  for  a  man  what  the  willing,  hearty, 
and  eager  affection  of  the  people  did  for  their  Presi¬ 
dent?  Nothing  that  science  could  propose  for  his  com^ 
fort  or  safety,  nothing  that  the  ingenuity  of  a  most 
inventive  nation  could  devise,  nothing  that  affection 
could  suggest  was  wanting,  while  all  the  millions  of  the 
land  bowed  in  prayer  to  the  Omnipotent  One  for  that 
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precious  life.  The  personal  worth  of  the  man  shone  out 
during  those  days  and  weeks  of  agonizing  suspense,  and 
evoked  a  love  which  no  emperor,  alive  or  dead,  could 
have  bought  or  won.  At  last  he  died.  It  seemed  inscru- 
table.  That  this  grand  man,  so  great  and  good,  so 
kindly  and  so  true,  whose  life  seemed  so  full  of  promise 
for  the  land,  should  he  stricken  down,  seemed  beyond 
understanding.  And  yet  we  did  not  then,  nor  do  we 
now,  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  Infinite  Father  in  remov- 
ing  him ;  and  in  these  latter  days  we  begin  to  see  that 
it  was  good  for  him,  his  name,  and  his  reputation,  that 
he  should  lie  down  in  full  armor  without  a  stain  on  his 
escutcheon ;  and  good  for  the  nation,  which  has  been 
taught  such  lessons  by  the  event  as  it  could  never  have 
learned  otherwise,  that  the  life  and  example  of  this  man 
should  be  so  emphasized  by  his  death  as  to  make  it  im¬ 
possible  that  he  and  it  should  ever  he  forgotten.  It  is 
the  broken  column  rather  than  the  capped  one  that  marks 
the  grave  of  him  whose  life  is  still  a  power  in  the  world. 

The  sympathy  expressed  by  the  governments  of 
Europe  with  the  government  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  their  solicitude  regarding  the  wound¬ 
ed  President,  and  in  their  sorrow  at  his  death,  was  a 
signal  example  of  the  humanizing  and  harmonizing 
effect  of  a  great  public  sorrow.  Especially  are  the 
solemn  acknowledgments  of  our  citizens  due  to  the 
Queen  of  England,  whose  anxious  and  frequent  in¬ 
quiries  regarding  Mr.  Garfield’s  health,  whose  heartfelt 
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regret  when  he  died,  whose  votive  offering  laid  upon 
his  coffin,  and  whose  tender  letter  of  consolation  to  his 
widow,  have  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all 
hearts,  and  amply  justify  the  national  salute  which  was 
offered  to  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  at  Yorktown. 

Your  Board  met  in  special  session  September  20th, 
1881,  and  passed  the  following  resolutions,  in  which,  it 
is  not  doubted,  the  League  will  join  with  heartfelt 
unanimity  : 

Resolved ,  That  we  here  record  our  appreciation  of  the 
character  of  James  A.  Garfield ;  of  his  life  record  as  a 
citizen,  a  soldier,  and  a  statesman ;  of  his  vigorous  and 
cleanly  manhood  ;  of  his  integrity  of  purpose,  energy  of 
execution,  and  persistence  of  effort ;  of  his  thorough 
preparation  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Presi¬ 
dency,  and  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  with  which  he 
began  his  brief  administration ;  of  the  patient  heroism 
displayed  by  him  during  his  illness,  and  of  the  calm, 
Christian  courage  with  which  he  faced  and  met  death. 

Resolved ,  That  we  esteem  his  loss  not  merely  a  na¬ 
tional  calamity,  but  a  personal  bereavement,  which 
brings  the  shadow  of  grief  into  every  home,  and  we  join 
with  our  countrymen,  and  with  the  lovers  of  brave  and 
true  manhood  throughout  the  world,  in  the  purpose  of 
cherishing  his  name  among  the  brightest  of  historical 
examples,  and  in  expressing  our  sad,  heartfelt  sympathy 
with  his  immediate  household  in  this  their  hour  of 
sorrow. 

Resolved ,  That  to  Chester  A.  Arthur,  President  of 
the  LTnited  States,  we  pledge  our  hearty  support  and  co- 
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operation  in  all  honest  effort  to  administer  the  great 
trust  which  has  devolved  upon  him.  We  respect  the 
man,  and  his  delicacy  of  feeling  and  action  during  the 
past  crisis,  and  we  invoke  the  kindly  sympathy  and 
consideration  of  all  good  citizens  in  his  behalf  as  he  now, 
with  modest  courage,  steps  forward  to  assume  the  grave 
responsibilities  of  his  high  office.  May  God  give  him 
wisdom  in  most  abundant  measure  ! 

Resolved ,  That  as  an  outward  token  of  our  sense  of 
bereavement,  the  League  building  be  draped  in  mourn¬ 
ing  for  ninety  days. 

Resolved ,  That  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the 
daily  papers  of  this  city,  and  that  copies  thereof  be  for¬ 
warded  by  the  Secretary  to  Mrs.  Garfield  and  President 
Arthur. 

The  house  was  suitably  draped,  in  accordance  with 
the  directions  of  these  resolutions. 

Immediately  upon  the  decease  of  Mr.  Garfield,  Mr. 
Chester  A.  Arthur  took  the  oath  of  office  as  President. 
It  is  as  yet  too  soon  to  form  any  just  idea  of  his  con¬ 
ception  of  his  duty  and  his  opportunity.  He  is,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  as  such  we  should  give 
him  our  hearty  support  in  all  honest  effort.  His  first 
message  is  an  able  and  conservative  state  paper,  dis¬ 
tinctly  noticeable  for  its  direct  business-like  tone,  and 
for  the  internal  evidence  which  it  gives  of  patient  and 
thorough  study.  Thus  far  his  official  acts  show  that 
he  is  conscientiously  and  carefullv  endeavoring  to  do  his 
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duty,  and  warrant  us  in  feeling  that  the  interests  of  our 
country  are  in  strong  and  clean  hands.  It  is  pleasant  to 
note  that  he  responded  in  the  most  kindly  terms  to  the 
receipt  of  his  copy  of  the  resolutions  already  referred  to. 

Meanwhile,  the  League  has  its  duty  plainly  marked 
out.  66  Higher  standards  for  the  public  service  are  to 
be  erected ;  wider  culture  in  the  means  and  methods 
of  moral  progress  is  to  be  promoted ;  a  deeper  sense 
of  the  responsibility  of  individuals  for  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  to  be  inculcated.”  No  state  of  society  is 
healthy  wherein  every  man  does  not  own  himself  to  be 
the  guardian  of  the  interests  of  the  community  as  well 
as  his  own,  and  does  not  see  that  he  is  bound  morally, 
and  as  a  matter  of  public  policy,  to  add  to  his  neigh¬ 
bors’  well-being  as  well  as  his  own.  The  principles  of 
good  government,  of  sound  finance,  of  approved  political 
economy,  of  social  science,  and  of  loyalty  must  ever  be 
upheld  and  taught ;  and  it  remains  for  the  League, 
with  its  grand  record  of  faithful  service  and  of  worthy 
achievements,  to  maintain  its  position  as  a  leader  in 
thought  and  sentiment,  and  to  be  always  ready  to  speak 
for  the  right  with  no  uncertain  sound  when  the  occa¬ 
sion  demands  it.  “  The  government  still  lives,”  and  our 
country  still  calls  upon  us  to  be  manly  men  and  intel¬ 
ligently  loyal  citizens. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Samuel  B.  Huey,  Secretary . 


DECEMBER  1,  1881. 

UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 
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Treasurer. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia.  December  1,  1881. 


To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  : 


Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Union  League,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st  instant,  compared 
them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present 
in  the  aggregate  the  following  figures : 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1880,  .... 

Annual  Tax  from  965  members,  1881,  @ 

$40, . $38,600  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  14  members,  1881,  @ 

$20, .  280  00 

Annual  tax  from  28  non-residents,  1881,  at 

$20, .  560  00 

Annual  tax  from  56  correspondents,  1881, 

@  $20, .  1,120  00 

Entrance  fee  from  68  members,  1881,  @ 

$50, .  3,400  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1880,  @  $40,  .  40  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  1  member,  1880,  @ 

$20, .  20  00 

Annual  tax  from  3  correspondents,  1880,  @ 

$20, . .  60  00 


Received  from  Billiards,  . 

Received  from  Rents,  . 

Received  from  Temporary  Loans, 

Received  from  Interest,  ... 

Received  for  account  of  Publication  Fund, 
Interest,  .  .  . 

Received  from  Expenses,  .  .  .  . 

Received  from  Deposit  of  Permanent  Insur¬ 
ances,  ....... 

Received  from  sale  House  and  Lot  131  South 
Fifteenth  Street,  .  .  .  .  . 

Received  from  Edwin  N.  Benson  for  Memo¬ 
rial  Window,  ...... 


$8,496  93 


44,080  00 
1,478  10 
843  00 
13,685  00 
586  50 

205  00 
241  37 

163  25 

9,122  79 

500  00 


$79,401  94 
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Amount  forward, 


$79,401  94 


EXPENDITURES. 


Repairs,  Ac.,  131  S.  Fifteenth  Street,  . 
Repairs,  Ac.,  1414  Sansom  Street, 

Temporary  Loans,  . 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 

Library  Committee,  . 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent,  . 

Temporary  Insurance  on  Furniture,  &c.,  for 
five  years,  ...... 

Repairs  to  League  House,  .  .  .  . 

Repairs  to  League  House,  under  Special  Ap¬ 
propriation,  ...... 

Household  Effects,  .  .  .  .  . 

Repairs  to  Household  Effects, 

Billiards,  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Ac., 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.,  G-arden,  Uni¬ 
forms,  Postage,  Printing,  Advertising,  Sta¬ 
tionery,  Telegrams,  Soap,  Ac.,  Ac.,  . 

Fuel,  ....... 

Ice,  ........ 

Gras,  ........ 

Salaries,  Wages,  and  Board  of  Employes, 
Entertainments,  Monthly  Suppers,  Ac., 

Annex  Committee,  Proceeds  Sale  131  South 
Fifteenth  Street,  Ac.,  Ac., 

On  Account  of  Preparation  of  a  History  of  the 
League,  ....... 


$23  50 
21  92 
23,685  00 
3,750  00 
1,327  40 
2,500  57 

1,221  20 
634  92 

3,410  83 
1,662  06 
934  49 
834  19 


3,331  18 
1,798  91 
1,136  32 
3,839  20 
8,396  50 
927  92 

9,930  00 

500  00 

-  69,866  11 


Balance  of  Cash  on  hand, .....  $9,535  83 

Geo.  P.  Loughead,  4 
Richard  A.  Lewis,  >  Auditors. 
Geo.  W.  Farr,  Jr.,  J 


ABSTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines,  and  other  periodicals 
now  subscribed  to  : — 


ENGLISH. 


All  the  Year  Round. 

Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 

“  “  Punch. 

“  “  Weekly  Times. 

“  “  Graphic. 

“  “  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall. 

The  Spectator. 

“  Field  and  Farm. 

“  Nineteenth  Century. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 

The  Illustrated 


The  Westminster  Review. 
u  British  Quarterly  Review. 
u  Edinburgh  Review. 

“  Quarterly  Review. 

“  Fortnightly  Review. 

“  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Fraser’s  Magazine. 
Blackwood’s  Magazine. 
Zeitung,  German. 


AMERICAN. 


Harper’s  Monthly. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 
Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Scientific  American. 

Penn  Monthly. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

United 


The  American. 

Financial  and  Com.  Chronicle. 
Atlantic  Monthly. 

Scribner’s  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 
International  Review. 

North  American  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 

Service. 


WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 

Railway  World. 

Sunday  Times,  3  copies. 

u  Republic,  4  copies. 

“  Transcript,  3  copies. 

“  World,  3  copies. 

11  Mercury,  3  copies. 

Com.  List  and  Price  Current. 

Weekly 


Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

“  Press,  4  copies. 

“  Times  (McClure’s),  5  copies. 

“  N.  Y.  Herald,  2  copies. 

“  u  Tribune,  2  copies. 

“  “  Times,  2  copies. 

“  u  Sun. 

u  11  World,  2  copies. 

Bulletin. 


DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

“  Record,  5  copies. 

Inquirer,  3  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  14  copies  —  3 
2d  edition,  11  6th  edition. 

New  York  Herald,  4  copies. 

“  Tribune,  4  copies. 

“  World,  2  copies. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 


The  Times,  8  copies. 

“  Press,  4  copies. 

Evening  Bulletin,  10  copies — 3  2d 
edition,  7  5th  edition. 

Daily  Evening  News,  2  copies. 

New  York  Graphic,  1  copy. 

“  Sun,  1  copy. 

“  Times,  4  copies. 

The  Commercial  Bulletin  (Boston). 
North  American,  4  copies. 

W.  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


NION  LEAGUE 


PHILADELPHIA. 


DECEJIBEB  11,  1882. 


PHILADELPHIA : 

PRESS  OF  HENRY  B.  ASIIMEAD, 
1102  and  1104  Sansom  Street. 

18  82. 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  11,  1882. 


PRESIDENT. 

George  H.  Boker. 


VIOE-PRESIDENTS. 


Edwin  N.  Benson, 
William  C.  Houston 


Samuel  C.  Perkins 
Edwin  H.  Fitler. 


DIRECTORS. 


James  L.  Claghorn, 
Silas  W.  Pettit, 
Charles  H.  Cramp, 
Strickland  Kneass, 
John  L.  Lawson, 
Samuel  B.  Huey, 

L.  F.  Barry, 


Winthrop  Smith, 

William  H.  Hurley, 
Henry  Lewis, 

Thomas  Dolan, 

Edward  C.  Knight, 
Theodore  E.  Wiedersheim, 

Kobert  S.  Davis. 

/ 

Joel  J.  Baily. 


TREASURER. 

James  L.  Claghorn. 


SECRETARY. 


Samuel  B.  Huey. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Edwin  H.  Fitler,  Chairman. 

William  H.  Hurley,  Charles  H.  Cramp, 

Winthrop  Smith,  Robert  S.  Davis. 

GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

Edwin  N.  Benson,  Chairman. 

James  L.  Claghorn,  *  John  L.  Lawson, 

Strickland  Kneass,  Samuel  B.  Huey. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

William  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 

Silas  W.  Pettit,  Edward  C.  Knight, 

Thomas  Dolan,  Joel  J.  Baily. 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Chairman. 

James  L.  Claghorn,  Henry  Lewis, 

L.  F.  Barry,  Theodore  E.  Wiedersheim. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


R.  Dale  Benson,  Chairman. 
Joseph  Moore,  Jr.,  Secretary. 


Walter  G.  Wilson 
Albert  D.  Fell, 
Samuel  Bell, 
Harry  Rogers, 

J.  B.  Agnew, 


Winfield  S.  Russell, 
George  W.  Rexsamer 
Richard  A.  Lewis, 
Charles  K.  Ide, 
Thomas  Cochran, 


George  W.  Wharton. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


The  Directors  are  the  trustees  of  the  property  of  the 
League,  and  in  presenting  to  you  to-night  the  twentieth 
annual  report  of  their  administration  of  this  trust  they 
congratulate  themselves  and  you  upon  the  favorable  ex¬ 
hibit  which  they  are  able  to  make. 

The  house  is  in  thorough  order,  and  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  is  entitled  to  special  commendation  for  its  patient 
and  persistent  labors.  Few  men  who  have  not  served 
upon  such  a  committee  appreciate  the  labor  which  such 
service  involves,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  League, 
whose  spacious  rooms  and  unrivalled  equipment  need 
constant  supervision  and  care,  that  their  value  may  be 
preserved  and  their  usefulness  continued. 

Notwithstanding  the  expenditures  which  have  been 
made  during  the  year,  the  Committee  has  been  judicious 
in  its  financial  matters,  and  the  Treasurer  is  able  to  re- 
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port  that  all  expenses  have  been  met  and  that  there  is 
a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1507  67. 

It  is  estimated  that  for  some  years  at  least  $50,000 
will  cover  our  yearly  outlay,  and  the  Board  has  again 
fixed  the  annual  tax  at  $40.  The  reports  of  the  Treas¬ 
urer  and  Auditors  are  herewith  presented. 

The  total  receipts  for  the  past  year  were  $82,306  45 
Expenditures,  .....  80,798  78 

Balance,  .....  $1,507  67 

The  only  indebtedness  of  the  League  is  the  $75,000 
five  per  cent,  mortgage  on  the  building  and  ground,  and 

the  condition  of  the  club  is  such  that  the  Board  feels 

■  * 

authorized  in  recommending  that  hereafter  all  entrance 
fees  shall  be  set  aside  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment 
of  that  encumbrance.  It  is  confidently  expected  that 
the  annual  dues  of  members  will  meet  all  current  ex¬ 
penses. 

The  membership  is  steadily  increasing,  while  the  vig¬ 
ilance  and  care  of  the  Committee  on  Membership  have 
not  been  relaxed.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded 
to  that  Committee  for  the  manner  in  which  it  has  dis¬ 
charged  its  responsible  duties,  without  thought  of  the 
annoyance  to  its  members  which  its  faithful  action  fre¬ 
quently  occasions. 

The  number  of  active  members  on  the  roll  at  the  date 
of  the  last  report  was  978.  The  number  now  is  1081, 
showing  a  gain  of  103.  Since  December  1,  1881,  24 
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resignations  have  been  presented  and  accepted,  16 
members  have  died,  and  7  have  been  suspended  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues.  The  correspondents  on  the  roll 
number  107,  35  of  whom  were  added  during  the  year, 
and  2  members  have  had,  upon  application,  their  annual 
tax  reduced  one-half,  under  Rule  21,  during  temporary 
absence  from  the  city. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  the  following  table,  showing 


the  active  membership  of 
1882,  is  submitted  : — 

the  League 

,  from  1863  to 

1863, 

....  968 

1873,  . 

.  '  .  .  1861 

1864, 

....  1129 

1874,  . 

.  1666 

1865, 

....  1760 

1875,  . 

.  .  .  1558 

1866, 

....  1970 

1876,  . 

.  .  .  1434 

1867, 

....  1805 

1877,  . 

.  .  .  1181 

1868, 

....  1765 

1878,  . 

...  874 

1869, 

....  1858 

1879,  . 

...  851 

1870, 

....  1746 

1880,  . 

...  938 

1871, 

....  1740 

1881,  . 

...  978 

1872, 

....  1800 

1882,  . 

.  .  .  1081 

The 

present  limit  to  our 

membership 

is  fixed  by  the 

By-laws  at  two  thousand.  This  limitation  is  practically 
inoperative,  and  the  subject  of  its  reduction  is  one 
worthy  of  consideration.  Membership  in  the  League  is 
already  considered  most  valuable,  and  if  it  were  once 
understood  that  it  was  difficult  to  secure,  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  earnestly  sought  for  by  most  desirable  men. 
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The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that  the 
sum  of  $1287  68  has  been  expended  during  the  year  for 
newspapers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals,  and  that 
the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  4639.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  the  number  of  those  who  habitually 
use  our  upper  reading-room  and  library  is  steadily  in¬ 
creasing.  No  other  club  house  in  the  city  is  so  well 
supplied  with  current  standard  literature  as  is  this. 

The  restaurant  has  been  conducted  on  the  plan 
adopted  some  years  ago,  and  which,  while  not  free 
from  criticism,  is  in  the  main  satisfactory.  The  Board 
has  been  constant  in  its  efforts  to  keep  the  restaurant 
up  to  the  high  standard  which  it  has  fixed  for  all  the 
departments  of  the  house,  and  quick  to  act,  through  its 
Committees,  on  all  well-considered  suggestions. 

The  prominent  public  feature  of  the  year  has  been 
the  Bi-centennial  celebration.  It  was  altogether  suit¬ 
able  and  proper  that  Pennsylvania  should  recall  the 
memory  and  deeds  of  its  founder,  and  turn  .back  its 
thoughts  to  the  times  when,  amid  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  would  have  deterred  men  of  weaker  mould,  our 
fathers  established  this  commonwealth  and  city.  Other 
famous  cities  have  been  founded  in  blood  or  built  as 
monuments  to  military  conquest.  Philadelphia  arose 
amid  greetings  of  peace  and  good-fellowship  as  a  pro¬ 
test  against  intolerance  in  politics  and  religion,  and 
William  Penn  stands  with  the  sages,  statesmen  and 
philanthropists  who  have  blessed  the  world.  u  His 
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memory  is  secure  in  its  grand  outlines  and  unsullied 
purity.”  The  champion  and  defender  of  constitutional 
government  and  universal  liberty  of  conscience,  he  has 
become  one  of  the  immortals.  His  life  is  a  wonderful 
and  inspiring  story,  which  it  was  well  to  bring  prom¬ 
inently  before  our  citizens.  Two  centuries  have  passed 
since  he  did  his  life-work,  and  we  who  enjoy  the  results 
of  his  plans  for  the  security  of  tenures,  the  division  of 
landed  property,  and  the  conservative  protection  of  laws, 
well  made  and  improved  in  their  growth,  would  have 
been  false  to  ourselves  had  we  failed  to  record  the  fact 
of  our  indebtedness  to  him.  The  League  gladly  joined 
with  the  association  having  the  celebration  in  charge  in 
a  reception,  given  in  the  League  House  on  the  evening 
of  October  27,  which  emphasized  the  respect  we  have 
for  Penn’s  character  and  memory.  The  guests  were 
numerous,  and  their  appreciation  of  the  accommoda¬ 
tions  which  the  house  afforded  was  very  gratifying. 
The  new  assembly-room  added  greatly  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  all  who  were  present,  and  those 
who  contributed  to  the  building  of  the  Annex  had  their 
judgment  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  such  a  building 
fully  endorsed. 

An  Art  Association  has  been  formed  among  the 

members,  which  has  for  its  object  the  adornment  of  the 

walls  and  rooms  of  the  League,  by  the  purchase  and 

gift  of  works  of  art.  One  large  oil  painting,  “  Hogs  in 

the  Wood,”  by  Edmund  de  Priitere,  has  been  hung,  and 

* 
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others  will  be  added  from  time  to  time  until  we  shall 
have  in  our  own  possession  the  nucleus  at  least  of  a 
valuable  collection.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  the  Associ¬ 
ation  will  receive  the  hearty  support  which  it  deserves. 

A  review  of  the  household  history  of  the  year  is 
thus  a  satisfactory  one.  The  organization  is  free  from 
internal  feuds,  self-supporting,  prosperous  and  influ¬ 
ential.  Its  future  is  in  its  own  hands. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  Board  to  give  an  expression  of 

opinion  relative  to  the  political  events  of  the  past  year 

■*  t 

in  state  and  nation  which  will  meet  with  a  hearty  re¬ 
sponse  from  all  the  members  of  the  League.  Some 
generalizations  on  the  subject  may,  however,  be  safely 
made. 

The  elections  held  throughout  the  country  on  No¬ 
vember  7  resulted  in  a  whirlwind  of  victories  for  the 
Democratic  nominees.  One  of  the  revolutions  in 
thought  which  are  characteristic  of  an  educated  and 
free  people  has  taken  place.  What  caused  it?  and 
what  does  it  teach  ? 

For  a  short  time  after  President  Garfield’s  death  there 
was  a  pause  of  expectation  as  to  the  future.  No  one 
knew  just  what  would  be  the  course  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion,  wffiile  every  one  hoped  that  the  Republican  party 
and  the  country  were  in  safe  and  competent  hands.  In 
its  last  report  the  Board  said,  “  It  is  as  yet  too  soon 
to  form  any  just  idea  of  President  Arthur’s  conception 
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of  his  duty  and  his  opportunity.  He  is,  however,  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  as  such  we  should  give  him  our 
hearty  support  in  all  honest  effort.  Thus  far  his  official 
acts  show  that  he  is  conscientiously  and  carefully  en¬ 
deavoring  to  do  his  duty,  and  warrant  us  in  feeling  that 
the  interests  of  our  country  are  in  strong  and  clean 
hands.”  What  view  is  now  taken  of  the  President’s 
course  depends  upon  the  ideas  of  the  individual  deliv¬ 
ering  his  judgment  on  the  subject,  but  all  will  admit 
that  his  action  is  necessarily  involved  in  a  discussion 
of  the  subject  in  hand. 

No  one  can  deny,  in  the  face  of  the  elections  just 
held,  that  the  Republican  party  in  many  of  the  states, 
and  notably  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  is  disor¬ 
ganized  to  an  extent  never  before  known  in  its  history. 
Two  years  ago  we  were  united,  earnest,  triumphant. 
We  had  elected  our  President  and  obtained  control  of 
Congress,  and  the  outlook  for  the  growth  and  practical 
working  of  the  principles  in  which  we  believe  was  more 
than  hopeful.  Business  men  who  recalled  the  Act  of 
1868,  declaring  that  the  debt  should  be  paid  in  coin, 
the  Act  of  1870,  declaring  that  the  debt  should  be 
funded  in  low-bearing  interest  bonds,  and  the  Act  of 
1875,  providing  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments, 
and  who  knew  that  the  fabric  of  our  commercial  pros¬ 
perity  rested  on  these  Acts,  were  sanguine  and  expect¬ 
ant  as  they  realized  that  legislation  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  men  who  passed  them.  Every  one  who  had 
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aught  to  do  with  monetary  matters,  and  who  knew  that 
the  charters  of  nearly  all  of  our  National  Banks  would 
shortly  expire,  rested  content  in  the  belief  that  the 
party  which  had  devised  such  an  unrivalled  circulating 
system  of  bank-notes  was  in  a  position  to  provide  for 
its  continuance.  Our  manufacturers  and  laborers,  who 
knew  from  experience  the  meaning  and  the  advantages 
of  a  tariff,  settled  into  the  pursuit  of  business  with 
a  contentment  gratifying  to  every  one  who  had  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  at  heart.  Profound 
peace  rested  upon  all,  while  hope  lit  up  the  skies  of 
the  future. 

The  contrast  between  that  time  and  this  is  too  obvi¬ 
ous  to  need  recital.  To-day  we  have  disaffection,  in¬ 
difference,  apathy  and  open  revolt,  followed  by  defeat, 
by  the  loss  of  fruits  which  we  supposed  had  been  safely 
gathered,  and  by  grave  misgivings  as  to  business  and 
the  national  policy.  It  would  not  be  manly  or  useful 
to  disguise  the  truth.  The  part  of  wisdom  is  to  look 
the  facts  calmly  in  the  face,  trace  the  discontent  to  its 
source,  if  that  be  practicable,  read  the  lessons  spread 
before  us,  and  be  ready  for  the  new  political  conditions 
which  are  upon  us. 

Long-continued  ascendency  of  any  political  party  in¬ 
evitably  produces  two  results — one  the  growth  and  ex¬ 
ercise  of  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands  of  ambitious 
leaders,  and  thn  other  the  addition  by  a  natural  law 
of  attraction  of  a  body  of  camp-followers  who,  ignorant 
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of  the  history  and  principles  of  the  party,  are  clamorous 
for  the  prizes  which  it  is  in  a  position  to  dispense. 

Every  party  must  have  leaders ;  but  when  leaders 
become  despotic  and  order  men  to  “  go,”  instead  of  in¬ 
viting  them  to  “come,”  freemen  chafe,  and,  though  long- 
suffering  and  patient,  do  in  time  revolt.  Their  remedy 
is  found  in  the  ballot-box,  and  their  power  when  aroused 
is  omnipotent  within  its  sphere.  There  is  hope  for  a 
country  when  party  lines  will  not  bind  a  people  to  what 
they  deem  an  infringement  of  their  liberties. 

Rightfully  or  wrongfully  a  portion  of  the  Republican 
party  felt  in  1880  that  many  of  its  leaders  had  become 
dictators,  and  in  the  nomination  and  election  of  Mr. 
Garfield  it  administered  such  a  rebuke  to  them  as  seemed 
calculated  to  be  productive  of  good.  After  his  death 
the  rebuke  was  apparently  forgotten,  and  the  people 
have  been  emphasizing  their  wishes  for  relief. 

Many  earnest  Republicans  saw  the  coming  storm,  and, 
at  Harrisburg  and  other  conventions,  pleaded  for  concil¬ 
iation,  conference,  adjustments  and  unity,  but  in  vain. 
Is  it  a  mistake  to  say  that  a  more  patient  consideration 
of  these  pleas  would  have  been  the  part  of  wise  men  ? 

Confessedly,  the  results  of  the  November  elections 
were  not  brought  about  by  the  votes  of  the  Democracy. 
The  last  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
solemnly  declared  that  “  under  the  Constitution  the 
President  and  heads  of  departments  are  to  make  nom¬ 
inations  for  office,  the  Senate  is  to  advise  and  consent 
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to  appointments,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  is 

* 

to  accuse  and  prosecute  faithless  officers.  The  best 
interests  of  the  public  service  demand  that  this  dis¬ 
tinction  be  respected,  and  that  Senators  and  Represent¬ 
atives,  who  may  he  judges  and  accusers,  should  not 
dictate  appointments  to  office and  more  than  one 
platform  has  spoken  of  the  danger  of  having  the 
government  of  a  free  people  engaged  in  the  contests  of 
the  political  parties  into  which  it  is  divided.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  oft-repeated  allegations  this  year  that  the 
public  service  was  used  to  further  the  ends  not  only  of 
the  dominant  party,  but  of  particular  individuals ;  that 
the  public  offices  were  being  freely  distributed  as  a  com¬ 
pensation  for  services  to  party  leaders,  to  be  retained 
only  so  long  as  such  service  was  effectually  rendered, 
and  that  the  Administration  was  using  its  power  to  over¬ 
rule  the  will  of  the  people  in  the  state  nominating  con¬ 
ventions,  had  no  small  influence  in  keeping  Republicans 
from  the  polls  and  securing  the  results  we  deplore. 

When  the  President  took  his  seat  he  was  understood 
to  pledge  himself  to  carry  forward  the  policy  of  his 
predecessor,  which  had  met  with  such  hearty  approval 
from  the  people.  This  included  refraining  from  using 
the  power  of  his  office  for  the  advantage  of  a  faction, 
and  being  the  representative  of  no  less  than  the  whole 
of  his  own  party  while  acting  for  the  interest  of  the 
entire  nation.  That  the  people  do  not  feel  that  he  has 
fairly  redeemed  that  pledge — however  he  may  have 
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sought  to  do  it — can  hardly  be  questioned.  We  cer¬ 
tainly  have  no  desire  to  pass  censure  on  the  President. 
On  the  contrary,  we  feel  that  his  manly  and  determined 
course  in  proving  his  fidelity  to  cherished  doctrines  of 
the  Republican  party  and  standing  out  against  a  mis¬ 
guided  majority  of  both  houses  of  Congress  in  his 
vetoes  of  the  Chinese  Exclusion  bill  and  of  the  River 
and  Harbor  bill  are  deserving  of  high  credit,  and  that 
his  personal  integrity  and  patriotic  purposes  are  not  to 
be  called  in  question.  We  simply  state  the  fact  that 
the  people  at  large  seem  to  have  differed  from  him  in 
judgment  as  to  the  proper  uses  of  patronage  and  kindred 
matters,  and  to  have  regarded  the  recent  elections  as 
an  appropriate  opportunity  for  expressing  their  disap¬ 
proval  of  his  views. 

Former  great  party  reverses  had  a  plausible  plea  in 
financial  depression  and  business  stagnation,  which 
caused  a  cry  for  a  change  in  administration  as  a  con¬ 
dition  precedent  to  a  change  in  material  prosperity; 
but  1882  stands  alone  as  the  year  in  which,  amid 
plenty  and  freedom  from  care,  a  strong  party  has  been 
hurled  from  power,  has  lost  control  of  Congress,  and 
has  had  its  Gubernatorial  chairs  filled  with  occupants 
of  a  different  political  faith — not  by  its  enemies,  but  by 
the  apathy  or  active  opposition  of  its  own  members. 
It  is  idle  to  talk  of  local  causes,  of  temperance  ques¬ 
tions  or  labor  movements.  These  might  explain  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania,  but  what  of  New  Jersey,  Michigan, 
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New  York,  California  and  New  England?  There  must 
be  a  great  underlying  reason,  and  as  readers  of  events 
we  discover  this  reason  in  an  uprising  of  the  people 
against  abuses  of  party  power,  as  seen — or  as  supposed 
to  be  seen,  whichever  we  may  count  it — in  overlavish 
expendituiies  of  public  moneys,  in  dictated  nominations, 
in  the  use  of  political  position  for  personal  or  factional 
ends,  and  in  the  improper  levy  of  assessments  to  elect 
party  nominees.  To  these  might  be  added  the  failure 
of  Congress  to  relieve  the  country  from  internal  revenue 
taxes.  The  protest  is  not  against  the  party,  but  against 
some  of  its  actions ;  not  against  principles,  but  against 
methods. 

Thus  the  facts  come  home  to  us.  What  then  ? 
Is  a  party,  possessed  of  such  assets  as  a  glorious 
record  of  the  past  and  the  sterling  principles  of  which 
it  is  the  only  custodian  in  the  present,  to  pass  into 
the  hands  of  a  receiver?  Shall  stockholders  in  a 
powerful  corporation  refuse  to  correct  a  policy  which 
has  proved  to  be  mistaken  ?  Are  men  to  desert  the 
organization  because  some  of  its  members  have  dis¬ 
graced  it  or  some  of  its  leaders  have  acted  unwisely  ? 
Shall  soldiers  abandon  their  colors  because  a  battle  has 
been  lost  through  the  treachery  of  sentinels  or  the  in¬ 
capacity  or  negligence  of  officers  in  command  ?  These 
questions  furnish  their  own  answer.  If  leaders  have 
proved  failures,  they  must  be  pushed  aside ;  if  mistakes 
have  been  made,  they  must  be  candidly  acknowledged 
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and  promptly  rectified;  if  methods  have  been  con¬ 
demned,  they  must  he  abandoned.  The  principles  of 
our  party  remain,  and  they  are  worth  living  and  dying 
for. 

The  Republican  party  lives,  and  must  live,  not  merely 
because  of  what  it  has  already  done  or  of  the  glories 
of  its  past,  though  by  these  it  is  fairly  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  and  confidence  of  the  country,  but  also  for 
other  and  better  reasons.  It  must  live  and  direct 
the  government  because  it  is  a  party  of  ideas  and 
principles ;  because  it  has  been  educated  by  experi¬ 
ence  to  a  proper  sense  of  the  responsibilities  of  power ; 
because  it  is  near  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  can  lis¬ 
ten  appreciatively  to  popular  reproof.  It  must  live  be¬ 
cause  the  citizens  of  this  fair  land  have  the  alternative 
of  trusting  it  or  of  giving  over  the  reins  of  government 
to  a  party  which  is  yet  tainted,  at  least  in  its  Southern 
membership,  with  the  ideas  which  led  to  the  civil  war, 
and  which  has  never  yet  obtained  control  without  pro¬ 
ducing  disturbance  and  often  disaster  ;  and  this  alterna¬ 
tive  they  are  not  ready  to  accept. 

The  people  are  chastising  the  party,  as  they  have 
done  more  than  once  before ;  but,  purified  by  trial,  rid 
of  wrong-headed  leaders  and  pilfering  followers,  carry¬ 
ing  aloft  its  standards  of  enlightened  progress  and  true 
political  science,  the  Republican  party  can  again  number 
its  old  supporters  in  its  ranks,  the  lost  positions  will  be 
retaken,  and  the  campaign  of  1884  will  be  an  evidence 
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of  renewed  vitality  and  strength  in  the  party  of  Lincoln 
and  Garfield.  Let  Congress  as  it  is  now  assembled  re¬ 
spond  to  the  popular  demands.  Let  it  devote  itself  to 

4 

the  discussion  and  passage  of  suitable  acts  for  the  re¬ 
vision  of  the  tariff,  the  abolition  of  oppressive  taxation 
and  the  regulation  of  the  mode  in  which  the  public 
moneys  shall  be  expended.  Let  it  formulate  conserv¬ 
ative  civil-service  methods,  and  assert  the  position  that 
its  members  are  sent  to  Washington  to  perform  public 
service,  and  not  simply  to  seek  for  and  obtain  offices 
for  their  constituents.  Let  the  President  remember 
that  he  is  the  head  of  a  great  party  in  its  entirety  and 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation.  We  firmly  believe 
that  the  Republican  party  has  character  enough  to  cor¬ 
rect  its  mistakes,  and  that,  through  statesmanlike  con¬ 
duct  on  the  part  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives, 
through  intolerance  of  such  leadership  as  we  have  had, 
through  the  re-adoption  of  high  standards  of  thought 
and  action,  through  patient  correction  of  the  wrongs 
which  have  crept  into  our  party  policy,  and  through 
an  honest  recognition  of  the  demands  of  an  aroused  and 
enlightened  membership,  the  Republican  party  can  again 
command,  and  will  again  receive,  public  confidence. 

The  League  has  in  times  past  spoken  in  clarion  tones 
for  the  true  and  the  right.  Again  it  has  its  opportunity, 
and  with  its  unrivalled  facilities  for  reaching  the  popular 
heart  and  mind  it  has  but  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  hour,  and,  through  its  members,  sound  the  note 
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which  shall  lead  not  only  Pennsylvania,  but  the  Union, 
to  the  highest  type  of  Republican  thought  and  to  the 
victories  which  are  always  accorded  in  this  land  to  the 
honest  effort  to  make  that  thought  the  controlling  prin¬ 
ciple  of  party  life. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

SAMUEL  B.  HUEY, 

Secretary. 
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James  L.  Claghorn 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1882. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia : 

G-entlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st 
instant,  compared  them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be 
correct.  They  present  in  the  aggregate  the  following  figures : 

Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1881,  .  .  .  .  $9,535  83 

Annual  tax  from  1045  members,  1882, 

@  $40, . $41,800  00' 


Half  annual  tax  from  22  members,  1882, 

@  $20, .  440  00 

Annual  tax  from  27  non-residents,  1882, 

@  $20, .  540  00 

Annual  tax  from  86  correspondents,  1882, 

@  $20, .  1,720  00 

Entrance  fee  from  119  members,  @  $50,  .  5,950  00 
Annual  tax  from  2  members,  1881,  @  $40,  80  00 

Annual  tax  from  15  correspondents,  1881, 

@  $20, .  300  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  1  member,  1881, 

@  $20,  ......  20  00 

Annual  tax  from  2  members,  1873,  @  $35,  70  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  correspondent,  1880, 

@  $20, .  20  00 


Annual  tax  from  17  members,  1883,  @ 

$40,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  680  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  non-resident,  1883,  @ 

$20, .  20  00 

Annual  tax  from  8  correspondents,  1883, 


@  $20, .  160  00 

- 51,800  00 

Received  from  Billiards,  ....  2,378  82 

Received  from  Bowling,  .  .  .  .  417  10 

Received  from  Temporary  Loans,  .  .  15,250  00 

Received  from  Rent  of  Private  Dining¬ 
rooms  and  Annex,  ....  223  50 


$79,605  25 
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Amount  forward,  ....  $79,605  25 

Received  from  Interest,  ....  540  00 

Received  for  account  of  Publication  Fund, 

Interest,  ......  200  00 

Received  from  Expenses,  .  .  .  594  00 

Received  from  Annex  Committee  for  Fres¬ 
coing  Annex,  .  .  .  .  867  20 

Received  from  Edwin  N.  Benson  (second 

donation)  for  Memorial  Window,  .  500  00 


$82,306  45 

EXPENDITURES. 


Temporary  Loans,  ..... 

$5,250 

00 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 

3,750 

00 

Library  Committee,  .... 

1,287 

68 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent,  .... 

2,609 

27 

Temporary  Insurance,  .... 

81 

66 

Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurance  of  Annex, 

605 

00 

Household  Effects,  ..... 

4,553 

49 

Repairs  to  Household  Effects,  . 

11,329 

60 

Repairs  to  League  House, 

16,417 

43 

Billiards,  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attendant,  &c., 

528 

50 

Bowling,  “  “  “ 

404 

80 

Billiard  Room,  Furnishing  of,  . 

5,792 

69 

Bowling  Alley,  “  “ 

1,260 

25 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.,  Garden,  Uni- 

forms,  Postage,  Printing,  Advertising, 
Stationery,  Telegraph  Indicators,  Tel¬ 
ephone,  Soap,  Coat-room  boxes,  and  Re- 


pairs  to  Laundry,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

4,254  63 

Fuel,  ....... 

1,884  00 

Ice,  ....... 

1,438  06 

Gas  and  Electric  Lights,  .... 

4,684  22 

Salaries,  Wages,  and  Board  of  Employes, . 

10,494  77 

Annual  Tax  returned,  paid  twice, 

40  00 

Entertainments,  Monthly  Suppers,  &c., 
Balance  of  Account  of  cost  of  a  prepara- 

2,132  73 

tion  of  a  History  of  the  League,  . 

2,000  00 

Balance  of  Cash  on  hand, 

•  •  • 

Richard 

A.  Lewis, 

Geo:  W. 

Farr,  Jr.,  > 

Lee  Roy  Kramer,  ) 

80,798  78 
$1,507  67 
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ABSTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines,  and  other  periodicals 
now  subscribed  to  : — 


ENGLISH. 


All  the  Yeay  Round. 

Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 

“  “  Punch. 

“  “  Weekly  Times. 

“  “  Graphic. 

“  “  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall. 

The  Spectator. 

“  Field  and  Farm. 

“  Nineteenth  Century. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 

The  Illustrated 


The  Westminster  Review. 

11  British  Quarterly  Review. 
“  Edinburgh  Review. 

“  Quarterly  Review. 
t;  Fortnightly  Review. 

“  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Fraser’s  Magazine. 
Blackwood’s  Magazine. 
Zeitung,  German. 


AMERICAN. 


Harper’s  Monthly. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 
Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 
Lippincott’s  Magazine. 
Scientific  American. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 
Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

The  American. 


Financial  and  Com.  Chronicle. 
Atlantic  Monthly. 

Scribner’s  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 
International  Review. 

North  American  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 

I  United  Service. 

Our  Continent. 


WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 
Railway  World. 

Com.  List  and  Price  Current. 
Sunday  Times,  3  copies. 

“  Republic,  4  copies. 

“  Transcript,  3  copies. 

“  World,  3  copies. 

“  Mercury,  3  copies. 


Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

“  Press,  6  copies. 

“  Times  (McClure’s),  5  copies. 

“  N.  Y.  Herald,  2  copies. 

“  “  Tribune,  2  copies. 

“  il  Times,  2  copies. 

“  “  Sun. 

“  “  World,  2  copies. 

Weekly  Bulletin. 


DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


North  American,  4  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  5  copies. 

Inquirer,  3  copies. 

The  Times,  8  copies. 

“  Press,  6  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  17  copies — 3 
2d  edition,  14  6th  edition. 
Evening  Bulletin,  13  copies — 3  2d 
edition,  10  5th  edition. 


Daily  Evening  News, .2  copies. 
New  York  Herald,  4  copies. 

“  Tribune,  4  copies. 

“  Times,  4  copies. 

“  World,  2  copies. 

“  Graphic,  2  copies. 

“  Sun,  1  copy. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 
The  Commercial  Bulletin  (Boston). 


W.  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 
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TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

♦ 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


In  presenting  their  Twenty-first  Annual  Report  the 
Directors  congratulate  the  membership  of  the  League 
upon  the  favorable  exhibit  of  household  affairs  which 
they  are  able  to  make.  The  improvements  in  the  build¬ 
ing,  which  were  commenced  some  two  years  ago,  have 
been  completed  by  the  frescoing  of  the  Assembly  Hall 
and  Billiard  Room,  and  to  add  to  the  comfort  and  con¬ 
venience  of  the  members  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  using  the  parlor  as  an  additional  reading-room. 
Various  articles  of  furniture  have  been  purchased,  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  equipment  of  our  rooms  is  now 
complete.  From  the  encomiums  so  freely  bestowed  by 
the  many  visitors  who  have  favored  us  with  their  pres¬ 
ence  during  the  year,  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  for 
social  purposes  our  accommodations  are  unrivalled.  The 
House  Committee  has  again  earned  and  should  receive 
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the  hearty  thanks  of  those  who  have  so  greatly  bene¬ 
fited  by  its  labors. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditors, 
herewith  submitted,  is  worthy  of  attention.  There  is 
no  floating  indebtedness,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  policy 
recommended  by  the  Board  and  endorsed  by  the  League 
at  the  last  annual  meeting,  $5300,  being  the  amount 
received  during  the  year  for  entrance  fees,  have  been 
added  to  the  sinking  fund  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
bonded  debt,  making  that  fund  $10,560.  After  making 
this  payment  there  yet  remains  in  the  treasury  the 
sum  of  $4648.65.  Should  the  conservatism  which  has 
marked  the  administration  of  our  finances  during  the 
past  few  years  be  continued,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  at  no  very  distant  date  the  mortgage  on  our  prop¬ 
erty  can  be  paid  off*  without  the  pressure  having  been 
felt  in  any  respect. 

After  due  consideration  of  the  estimates  of  expendi¬ 
tures  for  1884,  the  Board  has  again  fixed  the  annual  tax 
at  forty  dollars. 

By  the  provisions  of  Article  III.,  Section  3,  of  the 
By-laws,  as  amended  last  December,  our  active  mem¬ 
bership  is  now  limited  to  1250,  and  correspondent 
membership  to  250.  Our  roll  then  carried  the  names 
of  1081  active  and  107  correspondent  members.  To¬ 
day  we  number  1153  active  and  109  correspondent 
members,  a  gain  of  72  active  and  2  correspondent 
members  during  the  year.  Since  December,  1882,  42 
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resignations  have  been  presented  and  accepted,  21  mem¬ 
bers  have  died,  5  members  have  been  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  and  6  have  bad  their  annual  tax 
reduced  one-half  under  Rule  21,  during  temporary  ab¬ 
sence  from  the  city. 

Under  our  present  regulations  a  newly-elected  mem- 

» 

ber  has  ninety  days  within  which  to  qualify  by  signing 

the  roll  and  paying  his  initiation  fee.  There  does  not 

seem  to  be  any  just  reason  for  this  privilege,  and  in  view 

of  our  present  limit  of  membership  it  might  well  happen 

that  desirable  nominees  will  be  kept  out  of  the  League 

by  the  non-action  of  parties  who  had  previously  sought 
% 

and  secured  election.  The  Committee  on  Member¬ 
ship  recommends  that  the  time  within  which  member¬ 
ship  shall  be  perfected  be  reduced  to  thirty  days,  and 
the  Board  endorses  the  recommendation. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that  the 
sum  of  $930.67  has  been  expended  during  the  year  for 
newspapers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals,  and  that 
the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  4660.  During 
the  fall  months  a  large  number  of  the  distinguished 
clerical  and  lay  delegates  in  attendance  upon  the  Epis¬ 
copal  General  Convention  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
Board  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  house, 
and  their  expressions  of  appreciation  of  our  reading- 
rooms  and  library  well  repaid  the  labor  and  expense 
which  have  been  bestowed  upon  them. 

At  the  present  time  the  League  subscribes  to  and 
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receives  19  foreign  and  domestic  dailies,  103  copies; 
33  foreign  and  domestic  weeklies,  65  copies ;  8  foreign 
and  domestic  weekly  illustrated  papers ;  25  foreign  and 
domestic  monthlies  and  quarterlies. 

The  restaurant  has  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Finelli  as 
lessee,  and  the  service  has  been  in  the  main  satisfactory. 
Some  changes  in  this  department  are  contemplated, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  do  away  with  all  adverse  criticism 
on  this  very  important  feature  of  club  life. 

No  public  receptions  have  been  held  since  the  last 
report  was  read.  One  was  tendered  to  Gen.  Sherman 
on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from  the  command  of 
the  army,  but  his  arrangements  were  such  that  he  felt 
himself  obliged  to  ask  the  Directors  to  postpone  the  en¬ 
tertainment.  It  was  a  privilege  to  compliment  a  man 
who  has  deserved  so  well  of  his  country,  and  his  letter 
of  declination,  which  has  been  transcribed  into  the  Min¬ 
utes  of  the  Board,  pays  fitting  respect  to  the  institution 
which  would  so  gladly  have  thrown  open  its  doors  to 
receive  him. 

The  Art  Association  is  quietly  pursuing  its  purpose 
of  adding  to  the  adornment  of  the  house.  During  the 
past  year  it  has  presented  a  bronze  figure  of  “ A  Cav¬ 
alier  of  the  Time  of  Louis  XIV.,”  designed  by  M. 
Pegnot,  of  Paris,  and  cast  at  the  “Ancient  Maison  de 
Levy,”  and  two  vases  of  cashmere  onyx,  with  bronze 
mountings,  ornamented  with  inserted  medallions  of 
oxidized  silver.  The  statuette  has  been  placed  in  the 
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cafe,  and  the  vases  in  the  parlor  on  either  side  of  the 
cathedral  chime  clock  presented  last  year.  The  Board 
heartily  endorses  the  objects  of  this  association,  and, 
in  view  of  what  has  been  accomplished,  commends  it 
to  the  support  of  the  membership,  active  and  corre¬ 
spondent. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  1882  the  League  passed  a 
resolution  of  request  to  the  effect  that  at  its  first  stated 
meeting  the  newly-elected  Board  should  select  from  its 
number  one  Vice-President  and  four  Directors,  who 
should  be  expected  to  retire  from  office  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  their  terms.  Acting  upon  this  request  the 
Board  selected  by  lot  Vice-President  Samuel  C.  Per¬ 
kins,  and  Directors  Strickland  Kneass,  Charles  H. 
Cramp,  William  H.  Hurley  and  Robert  S.  Davis.  The 
League  should  part  from  these  officers  with  sincere  re¬ 
gret,  for  they  have  been  most  faithful  and  efficient  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  their  counsels  and 
suggestions  have  been  of  marked  value  to  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  affairs  of  the  club. 

During  the  year  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  decided  that  the  “  enforcement  legislation  ” 
of  Congress  was  unconstitutional  and  void.  Naturallv 
the  colored  voters  of  the  country  have  felt  that  this  de¬ 
cision  imperils  their  status,  and  their  irritation  has  in 
some  instances  extended  to  criticism  of  the  party  which' 
gave  them  citizenship.  The  Civil  Rights  law  was  the 
last  of  the  measures  passed  by  the  Republicans  to  secure 


10 


for  the  black  race  the  full  benefits  of  emancipation. 
The  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  equality  of  political 
rights  had  been  made  part  of  our  organic  law  by  the 
constitutional  amendments,  and  this  law  was  intended 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  amendments,  by  protect¬ 
ing  colored  voters  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage, 
giving  them  a  fair  standing  in  the  courts,  and  guarding 
them  against  the  assaults  of  race  prejudice. 

From  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  grave 
doubts  as  to  its  constitutionality  have  been  entertained 
by  leading  counsel,  and  the  result  of  the  consideration 
of  its  provisions  by  the  Supreme  Court  shows  that 
these  apprehensions  were  well  founded.  Some  of  the 
enactments  were  held  to  be  legal,  hut  in  others  Con¬ 
gress  had  exceeded  its  powers ;  and  so  the  Act  has 
been  stricken  from  among  the  statutes  of  the  nation. 
The  good,  however,  which  was  accomplished  by  it 
while  it  was  recognized  as  law  remains  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  decision.  It  gave  the  timid  black,  just  emerg¬ 
ing  out  of  slavery  into  the  liberty  of  which  he  had  so 
long  dreamed,  the  idea  of  citizenship  and  the  thought 
that  he  had  rights  which  he  could  protect  by  his  vote. 
It  upheld  him  in  his  first  trembling  efforts  to  assert  his 
manhood.  It  gave  him  a  glimpse  of  his  possible  status 
in  social  and  political  life,  and  taught  him  to  seek  the 
necessary  qualifications  for  successful  competition  with 
his  white  neighbors.  It  was  the  proof  to  him  that  the 
men  who  had  accomplished  the  work  of  emancipation 
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did  not  intend  that  their  work  should  be  defeated,  by 
leaving  the  freedmen  to  battle  unaided  with  their  for¬ 
mer  masters.  Now  that  the  colored  people  are  thrown 
back  upon  the  States  for  whatever  further  protec¬ 
tion  they  may  need,  they  are  in  a  vastly  better  posi¬ 
tion  for  pressing  their  demands  than  they  could  have 
been  had  not  a  Republican  Congress  legislated  in  their 
behalf,  and  as  State  legislation  may  be  necessary,  we 
submit  that  there  is  only  one  party  from  which  they  can 
expect  to  get  it.  We  commend  to  our  colored  fellow- 
citizens  the  thought  that,  as  the  Republican  party  was 
the  one  which  placed  the  ballots  in  their  hands  and  so 
far  as  it  was  possible  by  legal  enactment  has  protected 
them  in  the  use  of  those  ballots,  it  is  but  self-protection 
for  them  to  remain  in  the  ranks  of  the  organization  to 
which  they  must  appeal  for  help  in  time  of  political  need. 
Meanwhile  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  accomplishing 
the  purposes  of  the  Civil  Rights  bill  by  resort  to  other 
and  more  effective  plans  are  worthy  of  our  earnest  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  notable  feature  of  State  politics  has  been  the  ex¬ 
tra  session  of  the  Legislature  convened  by  the  recently- 
elected  Governor  to  pass  an  apportionment  bill.  At 
the  regular  session  no  legislation  was  had  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  because  of  the  apparently  irreconcilable  differences 
between  the  Republican  Senate  and  the  Democratic 
House  with  regard  to  the  principles  which  should  govern 
the  districting  of  the  State.  The  same  differences  ex- 


isted  when  the  Legislature  met  in  extra  session,  and  it 
was  soon  apparent  that  no  one  of  the  bills  presented 
could  pass  both  houses.  Nevertheless  the  farce  of  meet¬ 
ing  and  adjourning  has  been  performed  all  through  the 
summer  and  fall  of  the  year,  at  a  probable  expense  to 

the  State  of  over  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  With- 

* 

out  attempting  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  controversy 
or  to  criticise  the  motives  of  men  who  may  feel  that  they 
have  been  honestly  trying  to  perform  their  duties,  we 
must  as  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  jealous  of  its 
dignity  and  character,  condemn  the  course  which  has 
been  pursued  as  one  derogatory  to  the  fame  and  influence 
of  the  State.  A  speedy  adjournment  and  a  reference  of 
the  disputed  points  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  people  at 
the  next  legislative  election  was  plainly  the  duty  of  both 
parties. 

In  its  last  report  the  Board,  after  reciting  the  facts 
connected  with  the  then  existing  condition  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  attempted  to  trace  out  the  causes  of  the 
reverses  which  had  trailed  our  political  banner  in  the 
dust  and  driven  us  from  the  field  of  battle  beaten  and 
disheartened ;  to  point  out  the  lessons  of  the  disaster ; 
to  direct  the  thoughts  of  the  League  to  the  means  of 
recovering  the  lost  ground  ;  to  express  its  belief  that 
the  party  had  character  enough  to  correct  its  mistakes ; 
and  to  assert  that  through  patient  righting  of  the  wrongs 
which  had  crept  into  its  policy,  and  through  an  honest 
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recognition  of  the  demands  of  an  aroused  membership, 
the  party  could  again  command  and  would  again  receive 
public  confidence. 

When  that  report  was  written,  New  York  had  just 
registered  a  majority  of  nearly  two  hundred  thousand 
in  favor  of  the  Democratic  nominees ;  Ohio,  Michigan, 
California,  and  the  New  England  States  had  by  their 
votes  ranked  themselves  among  our  opponents ;  while 
in  Pennsylvania  the  Republicans  were  divided  into  two 
distinct  organizations,  between  which  a  campaign  full 
of  bitterness  of  feeling  had  just  been  fought.  The  out¬ 
look  was  gloomy ;  and  to  observers  unacquainted  with 
the  political  history  of  this  country,  with  the  thorough 
loyalty  of  the  great  North  to  the  ideas  which  saved  the 
nation  in  its  hour  of  peril,  and  with  the  strength  of  the 
recollections  of  past  achievements,  it  must  have  seemed 
impossible  that  another  Republican  administration  could 
ever  rule  this  country’s  policy.  But  the  League,  look¬ 
ing  beneath  the  surface,  asserted  that  the  defeats  were 
but  the  self-discipline  of  men  conscious  of  errors  com¬ 
mitted  ;  that  the  protest  was  not  against  the  party,  but 
against  some  of  its  actions — not  against  principles,  but 
against  methods.  It  advised  that  if  leaders  had  proved 
failures,  they  must  he  pushed  aside ;  if  mistakes  had 
been  made,  they  must  he  candidly  acknowledged  and 
promptly  rectified ;  and  that  if  methods  had  been  con¬ 
demned,  they  must  be  abandoned.  These  suggestions 
were  well  received ;  but  even  the  most  hopeful  asked, 


Can  the  party  reunite  in  a  single  year  ?  Will  leaders 
unselfishly  resign  power  ?  Can  bitterness  be  laid  aside, 
lines  be  reformed,  and  a  new  organization  perfected, 
which  can  tender  battle  with  enthusiasm  and  a  fair 
prospect  of  success  ? 

The  months  slipped  by  and  it  rapidly  became  appar¬ 
ent  that  confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  honesty  of 
the  party  had  not  been  misplaced.  Here  and  elsewhere 
a  conciliatory  course  was  adopted,  and  a  self-sacrificing 
spirit  manifested.  State  conventions  nominated  their 
own  candidates  without  outside  interference,  and  the 
party  entered  upon  the  campaign  of  1883  under  more 
truly  Republican  methods  of  government  than  it  had 
known  for  many  years.  The  innate  manhood  of  Repub¬ 
licanism  had  asserted  itself.  The  lessons  of  1882  had 
been  learned  by  the  vanquished,  and  their  Independent 
well-wishers  recognized  again  in  the  organization  an 
instrument  useful  for  good  government,  and  efficient  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  and  convictions  of  the  great  body 
of  its  adherents. 

On  the  day  of  contest  our  Democratic  opponents, 
flushed  with  past  and  expectant  victory,  swept  forward 
to  entrench  themselves  for  the  Presidency ;  but  in  their 
haste  they  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  voters  of  this 
country  had  simply  used  them  as  instruments  for  work¬ 
ing  out  corrective  measures,  without  commending  either 
their  record  or  doctrines.  Silently  the  ballots  fell,  and 
when  the  results  were  announced,  it  was  found  that  New 


York  had  recovered  from  unprecedented  disaster ;  that 
Massachusetts  had  proven  the  vitality  of  her  faith  ;  that 
Connecticut  had  fallen  into  line  for  an  advance ;  and 
that  Pennsylvania  was  still  the  keystone  of  the  loyal 
arch.  From  Lake  Erie  to  Massachusetts  Bay  messages 
of  courage  and  renewed  confidence  flashed  the  reawak- 
ened  purpose  and  trust  of  the  country.  The  Republi¬ 
can  party  had  been  beaten  because  it  had  trifled  with 
intelligent  public  sentiment ;  it  had  won  because  it  had 
listened  appreciatively  to  popular  reproof  and  met  the 
rightful  demands  of  its  members. 

The  drift  of  public  opinion  is  strongly  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  reform,  and  under  the  influence  of  this  tend¬ 
ency  important  results  have  been  attained.  Congress 
and  the  administration  have  felt  its  force  and  done 
faithful  service  in  responsive  measures,  while  the  judi¬ 
cious  and  patriotic  course  of  the  President  has  won 
hearty  praise  from  many  who  were  prejudiced  against 
him  from  the  start,  as  well  as  from  others  who  were 
reluctantly  compelled  to  criticise  some  of  his  earlier 
methods  of  using  executive  influence.  Civil  service 
rules  in  the  national  government ;  the  blows  struck  at 
the  use  of  the  public  offices  as  patronage,  and  the  revolt 
against  political  assessments,  all  show  healthy  progress. 
They  are  the  fruit  of  a  deeply-rooted  sentiment,  the 
manifestations  of  which  have  been  abundant  in  all 
recent  municipal  and  State  elections.  When  the  man¬ 
agers  of  our  party  resisted  this  sentiment  they  were 
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overthrown,  and  the  disregard  of  it  by  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party  during  its  year  of  power  brought  de¬ 
feat.  It  is  to-day  more  powerful  to  control  than 
ever  before,  and  has  been  well  likened  to  the  sen¬ 
timent  of  opposition  to  slavery  which  with  iconoclastic 
violence  threw  down  political  idols  a  score  of  years 
ago.  Partisans  may  not  grasp  this  thought,  and  may 
suppose  that  the  victories  now  under  review  constitute 
a  new  commission  to  them  to  abuse  political  trusts  for 
personal  ends,  but  sagacious  men  know  that  leaders 
can  lead  the  party  only  in  the  direction  towards  which 
the  party  points.  The  organization  is  stronger  than 
any  of  its  members,  and  individuals  are  powerful 
only  as  they  guide  their  party  in  the  paths  of  honest 
management  and  under  the  standards  of  enlightened 
progress. 

• 

The  road  to  victory  in  1884  is  open  to  us,  and  the 
lamp  of  experience  sheds  instructive  light.  We  can 
elect  the  next  President,  but  the  hope  of  success  lies  in 
Republican  identification  with  honest  politics  and  pro¬ 
gressive  reform.  We  must  nominate  a  candidate  who 
will  challenge  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  best  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  American  people,  and  place  him  on  a  plat¬ 
form  which  recognizes  the  present  temper  of  that  people 
by  pointing  to  higher  attainments  in  purified  statecraft. 
The  independent  voters  hold  the  balance  of  power,  and 
their  sympathies  are  all  Republican.  The  Union  League 
but  stands  for  the  good  of  the  party  when  it  insists  that 
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those  sympathies  shall  not  be  diverted  by  a  return  to 
discarded  methods. 

Especially  is  it  incumbent  upon  the  Republican  party 
to  take  no  backward  steps  in  view  of  the  action  of  the 
Democratic  side  of  the  National  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  in  the  matter  of  choosing  a  Speaker.  Southern 
ideas  of  industry  and  commerce,  banking  and  finance, 
have  again  asserted  their  right  to  rule  in  the  conclaves 
of  the  Democracy,  and  the  next  platform  of  that  party 
is  already  framed.  Free  trade  and  the  abolition  of  even 
incidental  protection  to  the  industries  of  the  nation  are 
now  boldly  acknowledged  to  be  party  principles. 

Uncertainty  as  to  the  employment  of  capital;  and  de¬ 
pression  in  business  circles,  will  for  the  present  take  the 
place  of  confidence  and  aggressive  enterprise  throughout 
the  land.  The  South  has  thrown  down  the  gauntlet, 
and,  with  the  offensive  arrogance  which  forgets  past 
rebukes  and  glories  in  present  opportunity,  asserts  its 
intention  of  once  more  being  the  dominant  factor  in  the 
politics  of  the  nation.  It  has  made  the  vantage  ground 
upon  which  Republican  feet  can  stand  firmly,  and  the 
opportunity  must  not  be  recklessly  thrown  away. 

Discussion  and  argument  still  have  their  appropriate 
places  in  the  political  armory,  and  are  the  most  effective 
of  all  weapons.  Appeals  to  the  passions  are  sometimes 
rewarded  with  temporary  triumphs,  hut  substantial,  en¬ 
during  victories  come  from  intellectual  conviction.  Now, 
if  ever,  the  topics  of  difference  between  the  two  great 
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parties  are  well  defined  and  easily  understood.  Let 
them  be  made  as  familiar  as  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
to  the  masses,  and  the  mission  of  the  lash  of  section¬ 
alism,  which  has  just  been  plied  to  emphasize  southern 
supremacy,  is  ended. 

Intelligent  apprehension  of  the  needs  of  the  country 
and  of  the  methods  which  in  the  past  have  brought 
prosperity  must  win  in  a  contest  with  brute  force  and 
selfish  ambition. 

The  issues  now  before  the  country,  and  which  will 
come  up  for  discussion  before  Congress,  are  so  vital  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  industries  and  to  our  financial  life 
that  they  must  not  he  sacrificed.  The  tariff  is  a  ques¬ 
tion  which  overshadows  all  contests  for  place  and  pre¬ 
ferment  ;  the  education  of  the  masses,  white  and  black, 
to  an  acquaintance  with  the  origin  and  meaning  of  our 
institutions  is  a  subject  pregnant  with  good  or  evil  for 
the  future ;  the  readjustment  of  our  internal  revenue 
system  is  a  problem  which  requires  the  master  hands  of 
those  who  have  been  trained  to  the  consideration  of 
finance  ;  the  redemption  of  the  national  bonds,  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  national  bank  circulation  and  a  proper  revision  of 
our  coinage  acts,  all  demand  the  oversight  and  legislation 
of  men  who  are  in  full  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  our 
existing  laws.  The  country  cannot  afford  a  change  of 
administration,  and  it  rests  with  the  Republican  party 
itself  to  say  whether  one  shall  be  had  or  not. 

The  coming  year  is  a  critical  one,  and  its  responsi- 
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bility  must  be  met  manfully.  It  is  a  time  for  American 
citizens  to  seriously  ponder  their  personal  and  political 
duties,  to  look  to  their  nominating  conventions,  to  en¬ 
force  their  demands  for  the  presentation  of  irreproach¬ 
able  candidates  for  office,,  to  cultivate  and  proclaim  a 
deeper  respect  for  well-tested  principles,  to  banish  un¬ 
worthy  leaders  in  disregard  of  their  appeal  to  partisan 
records,  and  to  be  found  “  doing  battle  for  the  right — 
prolonged,  laborious  battle — with  the  sacred  weapons  of 
obvious  truth  and  of  simple  honesty.”  Our  political 
creed  is  not  a  patchwork  of  generalities  or  a  matter  of 
temporary  expediency.  It  is  a  vital,  breathing  force, 
based  on  truth,  on  equity,  on  equal  and  exact  justice  to 
all,  on  loving  faith  in  our  country  and  loyalty  to  its  best 
interests,  and  as  such  it  is  worth  working  for  and  pre¬ 
serving  as  a  sacred  legacy  for  our  children.  Its  con¬ 
tinuance  in  1884  as  the  controlling  thought  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  already  assured  if  we  will  have  it  so. 
Victory  is  ours  if  we  show  that  we  deserve  it. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

SAMUEL  B.  HUEY, 


Secretary . 


DECEMBER  1,  1883. 
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AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1883. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st 
instant,  compared  them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be 
correct.  They  present  in  the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1882,  . 

Annual  tax  from  1121  members,  1883, 

@  $40, . $44,840  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  24  members,  1883, 

@  $20, .  480  00 

Annual  tax  from  29  non-residents,  1883, 

@  $20, .  580  00 

Annual  tax  from  100  correspondents,  1883, 

@  $20, .  2,000  00 

Entrance  fee  from  106  members,  @  $50,  .  5,300  00 

Annual’ tax  from  3  members,  1882,  @  $40,  120  00 

Annual  tax  from  6  correspondents,  1882, 

@  $20,  . .  120  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  1  member,  1882, 

@  $20, .  20  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1877,  @  $30, .  30  00 

Annual  tax  from  2  correspondents,  1884, 

@  $20, .  40  00 


Deceived  from  Billiards,  . 

Deceived  from  Bowling  Alley,  . 

Deceived  from  Temporary  Loans, 

Deceived  from  Dent  of  Assembly  Hall  and 
Private  Dining-rooms,  . 

Deceived  Interest  from  Temporary  Loans,  . 
Deceived  for  account  of  Publication  Fund, 
Interest,  ... 


$1,507  67 


$53,530  00 
3,205  24 
179  90 
5,350  00 

630  00 
365  00 

120  00 


$64,887  81 


Amount  forward,  .....  $64,887  81 

Received  for  account  of  Sinking  Fund,  In¬ 
terest  on  Investments,  ....  260  00 

Received  from  Expenses  and  Profit  and  Loss,  238  53 

Received  from  Sale  of  Household  Effects,  .  62  98 

Library  Committee,  Sale  of  Old  Papers,  .  9  18 


$65,458  50 

EXPENDITURES. 


Temporary  Loans,  . 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 

Library  Committee,  . 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent,  . 

Temporary  Insurance,  . 

Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurance, 

Household  Effects,  . 

Repairs  to  Household  Effects, 

Repairs  to  League  House,  . 

Billiards,  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attendants,  &c., 
Bowling  Alley,  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attend¬ 
ants,  &c.,  ...... 

Publication  Fund,  . 

Frescoing  Annex,  . 

Memorial  Window,  . 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.,  Garden,  Uni¬ 
forms,  Postage,  Printing,  Advertising, 
Stationery,  Telegraph  Indicators,  Tele¬ 
phone,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  . 

Fuel,  ....... 

Ice,  ........ 

Gas  and  Electric  Lights,  . 

Salaries,  Wages  and  Board  of  Employees,  . 
Entertainments,  Monthly  Suppers,  &c., 


$15,350  00 
3,750  00 
930  67 
2,510  71 
175  00 
123  17 
6,072  36 
1,649  46 
2,291  06 
2,361  95 

380  31 
35  00 
2,460  00 
1,180  00 


4,017  86 
1,975  00 
1,232  64 
5,248  96 
12,152  20 
1,353  50 

- $65,249  85 


Balance  of  Cash  on  hand,  .....  $208  65 

Richard  A.  Lewis,  4 

Geo.  W.  Farr,  Jr.,  [■  Auditors. 

Lee  Roy  Kramer,  ) 


ABSTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines  and  other  periodicals 
now  subscribed  to  : 


ENGLISH. 


All  the  Year  Round. 

Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 

The  London  Punch. 

The  London  Weekly  Times. 

The  London  Graphic. 

The  London  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall  Budget. 

The  Spectator. 

The  Field  and  Farm. 

The  Nineteenth  Century. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 

The  Illustrated 


The  Westminster  Review. 

The  British  Quarterly  Review. 
The  Edinburgh  Review. 

The  Quarterly  Review. 

The  Fortnightly  Review. 

The  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Fraser’s  Magazine. 
Blackwood’s  Magazine, 
tung,  German. 


Harper’s  Monthly. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

The  Century. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 
International  Review. 

North  American  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

United  Service. 

Our  Continent. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
Financial  and  Com.  Chronicle. 


AMERICAN. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 
Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide, 
Scientific  American. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 
Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

The  American. 

Life. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 


WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS 


Germantown  Telegraph. 
Railway  World. 

Com.  List  and  Price  Current. 
Sunday  Times,  5  copies. 
Sunday  Republic,  4  copies. 
Sunday  Transcript,  6  copies. 
Sunday  World,  3  copies. 
Sunday  Mercury,  3  copies. 


North  American,  4  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  5  copies. 

Inquirer,  3  copies. 

The  Times,  8  copies. 

The  Press,  6  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  21  copies — 3 
2d  edition,  18  fith  edition. 
Evening  Bulletin,  17  copies — 3  2d 
edition,  14  5th  edition. 

Evening  Call,  10  copies — 2  1st  edi¬ 
tion,  8  last  edition. 


Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

Sunday  Press,  6  copies. 

Sunday  Times  (McClure’s),  5  copies, 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Herald,  2  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Tribune,  2  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Times,  2  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Sun. 

Sunday  N.  Y-  World,  2  copies. 
Bulletin. 


Daily  Evening  News,  2  copies. 

New  York  Herald,  4  copies. 

New  York  Tribune,  4  copies. 

New  York  Times,  4  copies. 

New  York  World,  2  copies. 

New  York  Graphic,  2  copies. 

New  York  Sun,  1  copy. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 
The  Commercial  Bulletin  (Boston), 
New  York  Evening  Post,  2  copies. 


Weekly 

DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


W.  C.  HOUSTON,  Chairman. 


RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP 

FOR  THE  PAST  YEAR. 


Active. 

Non-resident. 

Correspon¬ 

dent. 

Membership, 

December  1,  1882, 

1058 

23 

107 

Elected  and  qualified  during  1883, 

107 

23 

Reinstated, 

•  e  •  • 

33 

1198 

23 

130 

.  Non-  Correspon- 

Active.  ,  U 

resident.  dent. 

Resigned, 

39  3  14 

Deceased, 

21  1 

Dropped, 

6 

Suspended, 

5 

\ 

65 

3 

21 

1133 

20 

109 

Transferred  from  resident  to  non- 

resident 

j  •  •  •  • 

6 

6 

Active  membership,  Dec.  1,  1883,  1127  26  Total  1153 

Correspondents,  Dec.  1,  1883,  109 


The  following  table  shows  the 

active  membership 

of  the 

League 

from  1863  to  1883: 

1863,  ..... 

.  968 

1874,  .  .  . 

1666 

1864,  ..... 

.  1129 

1875,  .  .  . 

1558 

1865, 

.  1760 

1876,  .  .  . 

1434 

1866, . 

.  1970  1 

1877,  .  .  . 

1181 

1867, . 

.  1805 

1878,  .  .  . 

874 

1868, . 

.  1765 

1879,  .  .  . 

851 

1869, . 

.  1858 

1880,  .  .  . 

938 

1870, . 

.  1746 

1881,  .  .  . 

978 

1871, . 

.  1740 

1882,  .  .  . 

1081 

1872, . 

.  1800 

1883,  .  .  . 

•  •  • 

1153 

1873, . 

.  1861 

TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  TIIE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE 


PHILADELPHIA. 


D  E  C  E  M  B  E  K  1  4,  1  8  8  5. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

PRESS  OF  HENRY  B.  ASHMEAD, 

1102  and  1104  Sansom  Street. 

18  8  5. 


. 


: 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  14,  1885. 


PRESIDENT. 

Edwin  N.  Benson. 


VICE- PR  ESI  DENTS. 

William  C.  Houston,  Thomas  Dolan, 

Edwin  H.  Fitler,  Edward  C.  Knight. 


DIRECTORS. 


Silas  W.  Pettit, 
John  L.  Lawson, 
Samuel  B.  Huey, 

T.  E.  WlEDERSHEIM, 
Joel  J.  Baily, 
Thomas  Cochran, 
Hamilton  Disston, 


James  B.  Agnew, 
William  H.  Hurley, 
Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

S.  Emlen  Meigs, 

Jos.  Bernard  Wilson, 
Thomas  McKean, 

John  K.  Fell, 
Richard  A.  Lewis. 


TREASURER. 

Thomas  Cochran. 


SECRETARY. 


Samuel  B.  Huey. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

Edwin  H.  Fitler,  Chairman. 

W  iLLiAM  H.  Hurley,  Thomas  Cochran, 

T.  E.  WlEDERSHEIM,  RlCHARD  A.  LEWIS. 

GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

William  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 

John  L.  Lawson,  Thomas  McKean, 

Samuel  B.  Huey,  John  R.  Fell. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

Edward  C.  Knight,  Chairman. 

Silas  W.  Pettit,  James  B.  Agnew, 

Joel  J.  Baily,  S.  Emlen  Meigs. 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Thomas  Dolan,  Chairman. 

Hamilton  Disston,  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

Thomas  Cochran,  Jos.  Bernard  Wilson. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


Joseph  Moore.  Jr..  Chairman. 


Albert  D. 

Samuel  Bell, 

George  W.  Wharton, 
Samuel  S.  Sharp, 

T.  Russell  Dawson, 

J.  E.  Soule, 


Fell,  Secretary. 

J.  Howard  Mecke, 
Thomas  Wistar,  M.D., 
F.  Perot  Ogden, 

Jos.  S.  Keff, 

Wm.  S.  Grant, 


J.  Raymond  Claghorn. 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


Another  year  of  the  life  of  the  Union  League  has 
passed,  and  in  the  performance  of  its  duty,  the  Board 
of  Directors  submits  its  report  of  the  incidents  of  the 
year,  and  an  account  of  its  management  of  the  trust 
committed  to  its  care. 

The  house  has  been  maintained  in  thorough  repair, 
and  marked  attention  has  been  given  to  the  plumbing 
and  drainage.  Taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  construction  of  a  new  sewer  on  Broad 
Street,  the  drain  pipes  have  been  renewed,  and  the 
requirements  of  health  and  cleanliness  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  building  fully  met.  The  Restaurant  and  Bil¬ 
liard  Room  have  been  recarpeted,  and  the  Parlor  com¬ 
pletely  refurnished  with  special  reference  to  the  in¬ 
creasing  demands  for  reading-room  facilities.  The 
equipment  of  the  Restaurant  has  been  largely  renewed, 
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and  its  service  under  the  care  of  the  .new  steward,  Mr. 
John  Dumler,  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any 
club  or  hotel  in  the  city.  Constant  watchfulness  on  the 
part  of  the  House  Committee  has  been  rewarded  by 
many  expressions  of  gratification  from  members,  and  it 
is  generally  conceded  that  for  material  comfort  and  op¬ 
portunities  for  personal  enjoyment  the  house  now  meets 
the  most  exacting  demands. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Treasurer  herewith 
submitted,  with  the  report  of  the  Auditors,  is  worthy 
of  notice.  There  is  no  floating  debt,  and  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  mortgage  indebted¬ 
ness  amounts  to  $22,549.08.  There  is  in  the  Publication 
Fund  the  sum  of  $2244.60  and  in  the  treasury  a  cash 
balance  of  $15,645.09.  The  expenditures  have  been 
thoroughly  systematized,  while  the  income  is  sufficient 
to  meet  all  demands  and  to  permit  an  annual  addition 
to  the  sinking  fund.  The  Board  has  endeavored  to 
retire  some  of  the  outstanding  bonds,  but  their  value  is 
so  well  understood  by  holders  that  none  have  been  pur¬ 
chased.  Pursuant  to  the  conservative  policy  heretofore 
announced,  the  membership  dues  for  1886  have  been 
fixed  at  forty  dollars. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  announcement  is  made 
that  the  roll  of  active  membership  is  full,  and  that 
there  are  applicants  waiting  for  election.  This  result 
has  been  attained  largely  through  the  appreciation  by 
the  community  of  the  character  and  objects  of  the 
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League,  and  is  an  incentive  to  persistent  effort  in 
maintaining  that  good  opinion.  The  Committee  on 
Membership  has  never  permitted  its  desire  for  members 
to  interfere  with  its  careful  scrutiny  of  candidates, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  it  for  its 
fidelity  and  care.  Its  duties  are  onerous  and  require 
tact,  patience  and  good  judgment  for  their  successful 
discharge.  At  the  date  of  the  last  report  w7e  carried 
on  our  rolls  the  names  of  1213  members  and  128  corre¬ 
spondents.  We  now  report  1250  members  and  137  cor¬ 
respondents,  a  gain  of  37  members  and  9  correspondents. 
During  the  year  the  Board  elected  96  members  and  38 
correspondents.  Meanwhile  28  resignations  have  been 
presented  and  accepted,  24  members  have  died,  5  have 
been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  and  10  have 
had  their  annual  tax  reduced  during  temporary  absence 
from  the  city.  In  view  of  our  present  condition  mem¬ 
bership  is  more  valuable  than  ever  before,  and  a  high 
standard  of  admission  can  and  should  he  maintained. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that  the 
members  have  appreciated  the  changes  which  so  greatly 
facilitate  the  use  of  the  library,  and  that  the  books  are 
consulted  and  read  more  extensively  than  ever  before. 
The  usual  supply  of  newspapers,  magazines  and  period¬ 
icals  has  been  purchased.  Twenty-two  foreign  and 
domestic  dailies,  142  copies ;  thirty-eight  foreign  and 
domestic  weeklies,  98  copies  ;  ten  foreign  and  domestic 
illustrated  weeklies  and  twenty-eight  foreign  and  domes- 
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tic  monthlies  and  quarterlies  are  regularly  placed  on  the 
tables  in  the  several  reading-rooms.  The  expenditures  of 
this  committee  for  the  year  have  amounted  to  $2528.87. 

Four  portraits  have  been  added  to  our  gallery. 
Those  of  Charles  Gibbons  and  Daniel  Smith,  Jr.,  were 
presented  to  the  League  by  the  families  of  those  gentle¬ 
men,  that  of  George  TI.*  Boker,  late  president  of  the 
League,  was  presented  by  his  successor  in  office,  and 
that  of  James  L.  Claghorn  was  painted  by  direction 
of  the  Board.  All  four  are  remarkably  good  likenesses, 
and  will  be  valued  as  constant  reminders  of  men  who 
in  the  past  contributed  largely  to  the  prosperity  and 
influence  of  the  League. 

The  Art  Association  has  again  proved  its  value. 
During  the  year  it  has  purchased  and  placed  in  the 
house  an  antique  mahogany  clock  and  two  paintings, 
“  Caught  in  a  Shower,”  by  M.  Simons,  and  “  Georgian 
Soldiers,”  by  Szernier.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so 
few  of  our  members  are  interested  in  this  association, 
for  it  has  done  more  during  its  existence  to  adorn 
and  beautify  our  rooms  than  any  other  agency,  and 
if  encouraged  and  assisted  is  ready  to  continue  its 
good  work.  Its  report  to  the  Board  shows  that  it 
carries  but  311  names  on  its  rolls.  The  Directors 
suggest  that  it  is  worthy  of  more  generous  support. 

During  the  spring,  billiard,  chess  and  bowling  tour¬ 
naments  were  held  with  gratifying  success,  both  as 
regards  the  number  of  participants  and  of  spectators. 
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The  exhibition  of  the  skill  of  the  contestants  gave 
pleasure  to  their  friends  and  demonstrated  the  value  of 
the  provision  made  in  the  house  for  necessary  practice. 

From  April  27  to  May  6  an  Art  Reception  and  Loan 
Exhibition  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Room.  Paintings 
of  the  value  of  over  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  were 
secured  from  members  and  their  friends,  and  hung 
under  the  supervision  of  the  House  and  Guest  Com¬ 
mittees.  The  display  was  pronounced  by  competent 
judges  to  be  the  best  ever  made  in  this  city,  and  was 
enjoyed  by  throngs  of  visitors.  It  is  the  hope  of  the 
Board  that  arrangements  can  be  made  for  an  annual 
exhibition,  and  that  by  this  and  kindred  means  the 
League  can  be  made  a  centre  of  attraction  for  lovers  of 
the  beautiful  in  art,  as  well  as  for  reading  men  and 
political  thinkers. 

It  is  with  heartfelt  sorrow  that  the  Board  makes 
formal  announcement  of  the  death  during  the  year  of 
one  of  its  members,  Charles  K.  Ide.  At  a  compar¬ 
atively  early  age  and  in  the  midst  of  an  active  business 
career,  he  died  April  14,  1885.  His  life  was  a  busy 
and  varied  one,  and  in  every  one  of  its  relations  he 
proved  a  faithful  worker,  a  warm  friend  and  a  genial 
companion.  He  was  a  valuable  and  efficient  officer  of 
the  League,  in  whose  management  he  repeatedly  served, 
and  his  counsels  and  suggestions  are  missed  by  those 
who  survive  him.  He  was  an  earnest  Republican. 
Few  men  were  more  steadfast  than  he  to  the  cause  of 
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the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  civil  strife,  and  none 
worked  more  heartily  to  guard  the  principles,  the 
establishment  of  which  cost  so  much  treasure  and 
blood.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  those 
who  in  his  lifetime  were  privileged  to  intimacy  with 
him. 

A  marked  incident  of  the  year  has  been  the  death  of 
General  Grant,  a  man  who  had  repeatedly  been  a  wel¬ 
come  guest  in  this  house.  We  recognized  in  him  the 
soldier  who  had  led  our  armies  to  final  victory ;  the 
statesman  who  during  eight  eventful  years  had  skill¬ 
fully  guided  the  affairs  of  the  government  which  he 
had  helped  to  save;  the  citizen  who  had  been  justly 
honored  throughout  the  world ;  and  we  gladly  showed 
our  appreciation  of  his  worth.  When  he  died,  we 
recalled  his  modesty  of  demeanor,  his  purity  of  life, 
his  rugged  integrity,  his  magnanimity  in  the  hour  of 
victory,  his  wise  and  successful  pursuit  of  peace  by 
international  arbitration,  his  patient  submission  to  sor¬ 
row  and  suffering,  and  his  bravery  in  the  face  of  death ; 
and  we  rejoiced  that  before  his  departure  he  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  see  and  to  feel  the  love  and  respect  of  a 
grateful  reunited  people.  A  nation  mourned  in  the 
sight  of  a  sympathizing  world.  Sadly  we  joined  in 
the  chorus  of  grief  at  his  loss  and  hung  our  walls  with 
the  emblems  of  our  sorrow.  On  the  roll  of  the  great 
men  of  the  nineteenth  century  history  will  insist  on 
placing  his  name ;  and  so  long  as  this  nation  exists  his 


deeds  and  his  character  will  be  a  stimulus  towards 
noble  purposes  and  high  achievements.  His  life  is  not 
symbolized  by  the  broken  shaft,  hut  by  the  finished 
and  splendid  column.  He  filled  out  a  rounded  and 
completed  career.  Events  so  crowd  each  other  in  this 
busy  age  that  we  scarcely  note  the  details  of  a  grand 
life ;  and  yet  it  is  timely  to  recall  in  this  instance  the 
clear  judgment  and  inflexible  determination  of  General 
Grant,  as  shown  in  matters  of  incalculable  moment  to 
the  country.  Quietly  but  effectively  he  preserved 
peace  in  the  stormy  days  succeeding  the  death  of  Lin¬ 
coln.  Resolutely  he  held  the  reins  of  power  when  the 
result  of  the  election  of  1876  was  in  doubt,  and  fear  of 
a  new  revolution  fled  as  the  nation  recognized  his  pur¬ 
poses.  Again  and  again  he  saved  the  country  from  the 
effect  of  rash  and  unsound  financial  legislation,  and  so 
preserved  its  honor  and  integrity.  He  was  one  of  the 
men  of  whom  Carlyle  has  suggested  that  history  is  but 
their  lengthened  shadows,  the  indefinite  prolonging  of 
their  influence  even  after  they  are  dead.  We  do  well 
to  pause  with  a  backward  glance  and  do  his  memory 
reverence. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Vice-president  of  the 
United  States,  died  November  25,  1885.  As  a  mark 
of  respect  for  the  office  wThich  he  held  and  for  the  many 
admirable  personal  characteristics  of  the  man,  the  Board 
ordered  the  League  to  be  draped  in  mourning,  and  now 
makes  this  formal  announcement  of  his  decease.  It 
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seems  appropriate  also  to  advert  to  the  lack  of  legis¬ 
lation  with  reference  to  the  succession  in  a  case  like 
the  present.  The  whole  subject  of  Presidential  elec¬ 
tions,  Presidential  disability,  and  the  prevention  of  an 
interregnum,  ought  to  command  the  immediate  and 
patriotic  attention  of  Congress.  The  Hoar  bill,  the 
Edmunds  bill,  or  some  other  well-matured  plan,  should 
be  promptly  debated  and  acted  upon.  The  nation 
should  never  be  exposed  to  the  contingency  of  not 
having  some  one  empowered  by  law  to  assume  the 
Presidency  in  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring  from  any 
cause,  and  appropriate  legislation  to  this  end  would 
command  the  approval  of  all  good  citizens. 

In  its  last  annual  report  the  Board  noted  the  fact 
that  for  the  first  time  since  the  Union  League  came  into 
existence  the  national  administration  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  men  whose  views  it  believed  were  inim¬ 
ical  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  Those  views 
have  been  dominant  for  a  year,  and  we  may  begin  to 
judge  of  their  practical  working.  The  exponents  of 
those  views  have  held  the  reins  of  government,  and  we 
may  begin  to  examine  the  results  which  they  have 
accomplished. 

One  very  gratifying  fact  meets  us  at  the  threshold 
of  our  inquiry.  The  people  of  the  country  had  been 
persistently  advised  that  long  continuance  in  power  of 
a  political  party  necessarily  breeds  corruption,  and  that 
to  preserve  the  integrity  of  our  treasury  and  the  per- 
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manence  of  our  institutions,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  a  change  should  be  made,  and  so  it  came  to  pass 
that  good  and  reputable  citizens  were  ready  to  hear  of 
astounding  frauds  and  infamous  transactions  in  all  of 
the  departments  at  Washington.  The  effort  has  been 
most  assiduously  made  to  redeem  the  campaign  prom¬ 
ises  of  exposure,  and  to  maintain  the  truth  of  the 
alleged  necessary  decadence  of  political  integrity,  and 
it  has  failed.  Honesty  was  a  plank  in  the  original  plat¬ 
form  of  the  Republican  party,  and  the  feet  which  trod 
that  platform  marked  out  a  pathway  which  has  been 
followed  by  all  of  our  successive  presidents  and  cab¬ 
inets.  No  fraud  has  been  unearthed,  no  scandal  de¬ 
veloped,  and  out  of  the  black  soil  of  venomous 
attack  and  party  hate,  the  cleanly  flower  of  purity  of 
administration  rises  to  instill  new  confidence  in  the  sta¬ 
bility  of  our  form  of  government,  and  in  the  integrity 
of  the  men  whom  the  people,  during  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century,  honored  with  their  confidence.  “  Accu¬ 
racy  and  fidelity could  well  be  written  over  the 
•  records  of  the  treasury. 

Another  strong  and  effective  appeal  made  to  the 
country  by  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Cleveland  was  that 
his  election  would  secure  genuine  civil  service  reform, 
and  that  the  affairs  of  the  administration  would  be  con¬ 
ducted  not  on  a  partisan  basis  but  on  sound  business 
and  economic  principles.  Pledges  to  this  effect  were 
given  in  writing  by  the  candidate  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
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Curtis.  Believing  these  assurances,  all  the  purists — 
the  discontented,  the  disaffected  from  whatever  cause — 
followed  Mr.  Curtis  and  other  leaders  of  so-called  ad¬ 
vanced  public  sentiment.  It  is  quite  pertinent  to  inquire 
how  far  these  pledges  have  been  redeemed.  The  Pres¬ 
ident,  if  entitled  to  credit  for  any  wise  and  sensible 
action,  is  also  amenable  to  criticism  for  the  reverse, 
whether  committed  by  himself  or  by  his  heads  of 
departments.  The  latter  are  the  exponents  of  his 
opinions,  the  representatives  of  his  policy,  and  import¬ 
ant  changes  in  office  can  only  be  made  by  them  with 
his  knowledge  and  approval.  The  principle  on  which 
the  civil  service  law  is  based  is  very  simple.  It  is  that 
appointments  to  the  offices  covered  by  the  law  shall  be 
made  for  fitness  only,  tested  by  open  competition  and 
by  probation.  That  is  absolutely  all  there  is  of  it, 
despite  the  ingenious  efforts  of  its  enemies  to  create 
the  impression  that  it  embraces  a  permanent  tenure, 
the  denial  of  the  right  of  removal  and  the  creation  of 
an  office-holding  class.  The  system  does  not  include 
any  restriction  upon  the  right  of  removal.  It  simply 
provides  that  in  cases  coming  within  the  law  vacancies 
must  be  filled  in  a  certain  prescribed  way,  thus  destroy¬ 
ing  the  inducement  for  arbitrary  removals  and  remov¬ 
als  for  political  purposes.  ' 

How  far  has  the  administration  entitled  itself  to  com¬ 
mendation  for  sincerity  in  its  professed  respect  for  so 
simple  and  business-like  an  enactment,  and  how  far  has 
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it  advanced  in  its  promised  economic  methods  ?  In  so 
far  as  the  facts  can  be  gathered  from  unofficial  sources  it 
would  seem  that  the  whole  course  of  the  President  and 
his  subordinates,  in  the  distribution  of  the  patronage  of 
the  government,  has  been  in  the  line  of  recognition  and 
reward  of  partisanship  rather  than  that  of  economy  and 
efficiency.  Faithful  officials,  many  of  whom  had  served 
the  country  conspicuously  well  in  its  armies  and  in  civil 
life,  have  been  displaced  to  make  room  for  men  with 
no  record  beyond  that  of  devotion  to  party.  One  post¬ 
mastership  is  made  prominent  by  being  the  only 
appointment  outside  of  this  criticism  and  in  conformity 
with  the  pledges  of  the  President.  Those  pledges  were 
voluntarily  made,  and  made  apparently  for  a  political 
purpose.  The  purpose  having  been  subserved,  the 
pledges  seem  to  have  been  thrown  aside  as  useless.  As 
has  been  well  said  in  comment  upon  a  recent  appoint¬ 
ment  in  this  city,  “  it  is  time  that  further  attempts 
to  impose  upon  the  public  be  abandoned,  and  that  the 
announcement  be  made  that  officials  are  to  be  removed 
because  they  are  Republicans,  and  appointed  because 
they  are  Democrats.  Then,  whatever  the  people  may 
think  of  Democracy  in  its  relation  to  reform,  they  will 
at  least  accord  to  the  administration  the  respect  due  to 
candor.”  Mr.  Cleveland  had  undoubtedly  good  inten¬ 
tions,  and  he  has  undoubtedly  made  some  personal 
efforts  to  lead  his  party  ;  but  he  underestimated  the 
mighty  power  of  hunger  and  thirst,  and  to-day  he 
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stands  at  the  cross-roads,  forced  to  choose  between  ser¬ 
vitude  and  solitude.  His  party  scouts  at  his  pledges — 
and  his  party  is  stronger  than  he. 

The  main  issues  which  were  discussed  during  the 
recent  campaign  remain  as  the  distinctive  issues  of 
to-day.  The  tariff*  agitation  continues  as  a  perpetual 
menace  and  source  of  disturbance  to  business  circles. 
Announcements  of  renewed  attempts  to  influence  legis¬ 
lation  in  the  direction  of  free  trade  and  the  abolition  of 
a  protective  policy  are  freely  made ;  and  unless  these 
attempts  are  thwarted  by  efforts  of  the  newly-energized 
manufacturing  and  iron  interests  of  the  South,  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  must  again  do  battle  for  the  principles  the 
adoption  of  which  has  led  the  country  to  material  pros¬ 
perity  in  the  past.  Fortunately  the  subject  has  been 
so  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  press  and  on  the  plat¬ 
form  that  Congress  must  understand  the  weight  to  be 
given  to  specious  arguments,  and  a  Republican  Senate 
can  be  relied  upon  to  prevent  financial  disaster. 

The  question  of  a  free  ballot  and  a  fair  count  still 
remains  an  open  one,  and  will  so  remain  until  by  some 
means  the  terrorism  by  which  Republican  voters  in  the 
South  are  kept  from  the  polls  is  made  a  thing  of  the 

past.  “  The  solid  South,”  says  Senator  Evarts,  “  with 
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its  153  electoral  votes,  has  only  to  combine  with  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  to  control  the  govern¬ 
ment.  It  must  be  broken  up,  to  the  end  that  a  free 
and  fair  vote  can  be  had  in  every  state  of  the  Union.” 
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No  one  has  a  clearer  perception  of  facts  and  their  re¬ 
lations  to  each  other  than  the  New  York  senator,  and 
reading  and  observation  alike  enforce  the  truth  of  his 
assertions.  Emboldened  by  the  success  of  last  year, 
our  adversaries  openly  claim  a  lease  of  power  on  the 
basis  of  the  South  and  New  York;  and  so  well  have 
they  arranged  their  plans  that  nothing  except  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  situation,  and  a  determined  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Republicans  of  the  North,  will  prevent  their 
consummation.  The  Republicans  of  the  South  are  for 
the  present  helpless,  and  the  battle,  if  fought  at  all, 
must  be  fought  by  their  friends  at  the  North.  Sectional 
prejudices  are  greatly  to  he  deplored,  and  the  ardent 
hope  of  all  good  citizens  has  been  that  they  might  be 
forever  dissipated ;  but  they  can  only  disappear  through 
the  controlling  influences  of  mutual  forbearance,  good 
faith  and  fair  play.  So  long  as  one  section  deliberately 
pursues  and  justifies  a  system  of  repression  and  falsi¬ 
fication,  how  can  another  in  justice  to  itself  cease  to 
criticise  and  protest  ? 

The  Associated  Press  dispatch  of  November  3,  giving 
the  result  of  the  recent  Mississippi  election,  says, 
“  The  election  to-day  passed  off  quietly.  The  indica¬ 
tions  are  that  the  vote  was  unusually  light.  The 
negroes  generally  did  not  vote.  The  light  vote  is  to 
be  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  there  was  no  ticket 
in  the  field  except  the  regular  Democratic  state  ticket. 
In  a  few  counties,  where  local  disaffections  existed,  the 
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vote  is  divided,  and  a  few  Independents  may  be  elected 
to  the  Legislature  and  to  county  offices.”  Truly  peace 
reigns  in  Warsaw  !  What  need  of  elaborate  statement 
or  argument  in  the  face  of  such  a  message  sent  through 
unbiased  channels  ?  What  need  of  discussing  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  new  party  organizations  or  proposing  to 
ignore  old  issues  ?  Public  questions  are  settled  either 
by  conflict  and  victory  or  by  compromise  and  surrender. 
Can  it  be  that  the  Republican  party  proposes  to  retreat 
from  its  advanced  positions  in  favor  of  civil  rights,  and 
abandon  those  on  whom  it  conferred  citizenship ;  to 
surrender  the  fruits  of  the  labors  and  sacrifices  of  the 
past,  and  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  apostles  of  the  new  dis¬ 
pensation  of  good  feeling  based  upon  acquiescence  in 
wrong-doing  ?  Does  not  the  pride  of  consistency,  if 
appeal  can  be  made  to  no  higher  motive,  dictate  the  re¬ 
demption  of  past  promises  and  the  completion  of  the 
edifice  of  equal  rights  which  the  party  commenced  to 
build  ?  While  reconstruction  may  have  been  based  on 
erroneous  ideas,  yet  it  is  an  accomplished  fact,  and  the 
pledges  made  by  those  who  framed  it  should  be  kept, 
and  the  rights  of  those  affected  by  it  preserved  inviolate. 
When  labor  shall  everywhere  have  its  just  reward ; 
when  the  masses,  white  and  black,  shall  have  been 
educated  into  an  acquaintance  with  the  origin  and 
meaning  of  our  institutions ;  when  all  citizens  shall 
have  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  their  rights  under 
the  Constitution  and  its  amendments  ;  when  merit  and 
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fitness  shall  be  the  conditions  of  office,  and  when  the 
conduct  of  popular  elections  shall  inspire  confidence  in 
the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  all  sections, — then  it  may 
be  that  the  mission  of  the  Republican  party  shall  be 
ended,  and  that  the  national  welfare  shall  be  conserved 
equally  well  by  any  body  of  citizens,  without  regard 
to  party  name  or  past  record.  But  standing  in  the 
presence  of  the  facts  of  to-day,  the  work  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  is  not  completed.  It  must  assume  the 
correction  of  this  confessed  evil  in  the  body  politic, 
an  evil  which,  cancer-like,  is  growing  and  spreading, 
until  in  Northern  cities  political  gamblers,  envious 
of  the  ability  and  jealous  of  the  success  of  party 
friends  in  the  South,  have  boldly  committed  outrages 
on  the  purity  of  the  ballot  box,  and  appealed  to 
Democratic  courts  for  immunity  from  punishment  and 
certificates  of  success.  As  patriots  and  citizens  we 
must  awake  to  the  character  of  such  crimes,  and  under¬ 
stand  their  terrible  and  inevitable  results.  We  m*ust 
recognize  that  there  are  rights  more  valuable  than  mer¬ 
chandise  and  gold — more  sacred  than  life  itself — the 
denial  of  which  means  despotism,  and  the  forgetfulness 
of  which  means  loss  of  self-respect.  A  free  ballot  is 
the  one  great  distinguishing  trait  of  a  free  government, 
and  if  the  Republic  ever  falls,  it  will  be  because  its 
citizens  went  one  to  his  farm  and  another  to  his  mer¬ 
chandise,  and  cared  more  for  personal  ease  and  personal 
wealth  than  they  did  for  the  freeman’s  right  of  voting. 


Is  this  but  the  repetition  of  an  oft-told  tale  ?  It 
may  be,  but  it  is  also  a  statement  of  existing  and 
admitted  facts  and  a  call  to  the  men  of  this  organ¬ 
ization  to  stop  and  think.  The  Board  is  satisfied  that 
the  evil  can  be  remedied  if  recognized  and  studied ; 
that  the  national  life  can  be  preserved  and  made  to  run 
in  pure  channels ;  but  it  does  believe  that  if  the  ballot 
is  denied  to  citizens,  if  unequal  representation  is  per¬ 
mitted  through  such  repression,  if  fraud  is  allowed  to 
be  rewarded  instead  of  punished,  but  one  result  can 
ensue  to  the  nation.  It  further  believes  that  until 
education  with  its  benign  influences  shall  have  so 
taught  the  Southern  people  that  they  themselves  will 
stand  as  priests  at  the  altars  of  freedom,  and  guard 
as  with  their  lives  the  fairly-expressed  edicts  of  the 
people,  the  only  safety  for  the  country  is  in  a  Repub¬ 
lican  national  administration.  Believing  this,  it  ad¬ 
vises  every  honest  effort  to  again  place  that  party  in 
power,  and  thus  save  the  citizen  from  disfranchisement 
and  the  industries  of  the  land  from  possible  destruction. 

The  result  of  the  last  national  election  cannot  be 
intelligently  regarded  as  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  the  North  that  they  believe  in  the  dan¬ 
gerous  doctrines  and  pernicious  practices  of  the  Democ¬ 
racy.  New  York  turned  the  scale,  and  defeat  in  that 
state  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  many  thousand 
Republicans,  while  professing  devotion  to  the  principles 
of  their  party  and  satisfaction  wTith  its  administration, 


either  refused  to  support  its  candidate  on  personal 
grounds  or,  to  emphasize  their  hostility,  voted  for  his 
opponent.  This  action  on  their  part  when  thus  under¬ 
stood  deprives  the  result  of  all  significance  as  a  moral 
test,  and  gives  solid  ground  for  the  confidence  felt 
by  political  students  that  the  principles  which  saved 
the  country  from  disruption  are  still  regnant,  and 
that  the  exponents  of  those  principles  shall  again 
hold  the  reins  of  government.  Indifference  to  or 
acquiescence  in  the  existing  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  South  may  delay  this  return  to  power,  but  the 
Board  has  such  faith  in  Anglo-Saxon  manhood  and  love 
of  fair  play  that  it  deems  the  day  of  Republican  re¬ 
instatement  near  at  hand. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

SAMUEL  B.  HUEY, 

Secretary. 
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24 


m 

W 

o 

Jz; 

<1 

P3 

Ph 

W 

o 

A 

w 

PI 


00 

O 

o 

00 

CO 

05 

rH 

O 

co> 

o 

tH 

05 

3f 

o 

-a 

05 

rH 

00 

o 

rt< 

CO 

to 

o 

05 

to 

rH 

00 

o 

to 

05  ‘ 

05 

o 

T-H 

05 

rH 

(M 

CO 

€fe= 

m 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

33 

<u  ar- 

W  n) 

o>  -S 


t> 

a 


CO 

u 

t* 

a 


o 
O  o 

05  O 
€£=  to 


at 

o 

•  rH 

.a 

te 


05 

ci 

m 


o 

•  F“H 

«m  -a 

-S  £ 

l-C!  «4H 

„  a  © 

a;  a 

3  P 
£  a 
£.2 
P 


o> 

05 


rJaT  rg 

«  a 

o  o 


-m 

3 

o 


03  a 

a  a 

r3  O 

P  O 


as 

3 


&J0 

a 

•  rH 

.a 

a 


Sr 

3 


cc  PP  P-i  m  P 


O  00  05  O  O  05  05 

05  1-1  00  O  O  O  05 

1— l  CO  LO  O  O  lO  CO 

OO  CO  O  ®  rH  CO 

5>^  CO  to  LO  O  CO  00 

ioT  oT  of  of  of  i o'  cf 

03  ^  03  rH  rH 

03  CO 

m  ;  «©= 


05 

a 

Sr 

-u 

02 


o 

CO 

a 

3 

m 

33 

a 

a 

Is  ff 

o  o 

Jh  <t) 

pp  ?a 

r  W 
o> 

CC 


33 

a 

~  3 
33  Cti 

a  M 

a  a 
.  Fa  .2 

8  acts 

a  o 


^  3 

s  3 


a 

3 

I  OQ  CM 

w  ar 

+=  o 

ft  I  ~1 

o  -g 


a 

3 


o 

ra 

<o 

03 

3 

o 

PP  W 


a  ~ 
S  §  ~ 

sh  a 
0)  3 

Ph 

^  m 

a  -g 

^  g 


CO 

p 

r— H 

ft 

0) 


a  r 


1  » 
&  2 
«  3 

Pi  i-h 


CO 

3 

P 


OO  o 
o  o 

05  o 
rH  o 
tq^O 

of  of 

03 

€©■ 


05 

o 

to 

rH 

CO^ 

‘o' 

tH 


o  o  o  o  00 
o  o  o  o  o 

O  O  O  O  05 
O  O  O  O  rH 

crT  r-f  oo"  tf 


CO 

33 

a 

o 

PP 

to. 

ft 

ft 

a- 


o 

o 

ft 

£ 

r— I 

ft 
Ph 

*H  * 

o> 

£  ' 

m™. 
r/r  co  33 

®  s  a 


C0  o 
33  rn 

a  ^ 
c  3 
PP  o 


rp  O 

3  PP 


u  1 
gi^ 
.tr  3 

PP  2 


a 

o 

03 


3  05  *3 

“  £ 

3 


O 

o 

© 

3 

0) 

t> 

o 

as 

3 

05 

as 

-a 


t* 

3 

05  £; 

Pi 

to  =  r^ 

05  a  g 

a  h  3 

&J0  3 
CO  C  M 
05  O  T, 
i_J  3 

a  wT1 

C'H  H 

•a -a  a 
a  05  s 
PP  5 


05 

33 


O  O  « 

o  ©  b 

oo-g 

CO  rH  r 

p 


33 

a 

a 

P 


as 

CO 

3 

05 

33 

a 

3 

bfi 

a  2 
2  ad 


8  a? 

a 


02 
P 

m 
ft 

p 

>H 

05 

^  0 
»— H  ft 

PPP 
P  a 

f^TH 

aa5 
a3  M 
©  3 

OQQ 


oo  oo  o  oo 

05  O  CO  rH 

O  05  Hfl  rH 
O0  tJH 
00  O)  Hj< 
•> 

an 

m 


CO 

33 

a 

o 

PP 

a 

o 

•  »H 

rP> 

3 

&J0 

3 

5z; 

33 

a 

3 


05 

_r  05 

“  -p 

§ -o*!  1 
a  a  w  a 
a  | 
05  P  .2  O 
P-P  SUj'S  a, 

r>  a  O  s- 

§■3  33  a 


3 

O 

O 


_&c 

la 

05 

P 

o 

o 

o 

05 

m 


;  ad  1 
=  335 
PgoPhP 

-ts 

a 
a 

o 

o 

05 


+3  +3 

a  a  a 
a  a 

o  O 

05  O 
05  05 


3 

O 

o 

o 


p  <5  ^ 

a  | 

3  L 
P  M 

ft  ^ 
o  & 

.2  pq 

-4-3  ^ 
ft  rj 
.2-5 

r^  m 

ft  ft 

PhO 


PJ 


Co 

§ 


< 

pp 

w 

o 

o 

Q 

m 

< 

O 

W 

H 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  1,  1885. 


To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  : 


Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  to  the  1st 
instant,  compared  them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be 
correct.  They  present  in  the  aggregate  the  following  figures : 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1884,  ....  .$22,996 

Annual  tax  from  1206  members,  1885, 

@  $40, . $48,240  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  1  member,  1884,  @ 

$20, .  20  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1884,  @  $40,  .  40  00 

Entrance  fee  from  67  members,  @  $50,  .  3,350  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  18  members,  1885,  @ 

$20,  .  .  .  .  .  360  00 

Annual  tax  from  145  correspondents,  1885, 

@  $20, .  2,900  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  correspondent,  1882,  @ 

$20, .  20  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  correspondent,  1883,  @ 

$20, .  20  00 
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Annual  tax  from  35  non-residents,  1885,  (eg 

$20, .  700  00 

Received  from  Billiards,  ...... 

Received  from  Bowling  Alley,  . 

Received  from  Rent  of  Assembly  Hall  and  Private 
Dining-rooms,  ........ 

Received  from  Interest,  Expenses,  etc.,  .  .  .  . 

Received  for  account  of  Publication  Fund,  Interest  on 
Investments,  ........ 

Received  for  Account  of  Sinking  Fund,  Interest  on 
Investments,  ........ 


55,650  00 
2.822  65 
269  57 

1,035  00 
1,103  89 

198  30 

572  50 


$84,648  06 


26 


Amount  forward, 


EXPENDITURES. 


.  $84,648  06 


Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds, 

Library  Committee,  . 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent,  . 

Investment  Account  of  Sinking  Fund, 
Household  Effects,  . 

Repairs  to  Household  Effects, 

Repairs  to  League  House,  . 

Billiards.  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attendants,  etc., 
Bowling  Alley,  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attend¬ 
ants.  etc.,  ...... 

Temporary  Insurance,  .  .  . 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.:  G-arden,  Uni¬ 
forms,  Postage,  Printing,  Advertising,  Sta¬ 
tionery,  Telegraph  Indicators,  Telephone, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  . 

Fuel,  ....... 

Ice, 

Gas,  ........ 

Electric  Lights,  ...... 

Salaries,  Wages  and  Board  of  Employees, 
Entertainments,  Monthly  Suppers,  etc., 

Art  Reception,  ...... 


$3,750  00 
2,528  87 
2,538  02 
15,500  00 
6,169  69 
1,709  65 
3,386  71 
2,031  88 

232  06 
225  00 


4,333  71 
2,054  99 
1,423  24 
4.552  27 
600  00 
14.606  12 
1,726  60 
1,634  16 


$69,002  97 


Balance  of  Cash  on  hand,  .....  $15,645  09 

The  Auditors  have  examined  and  found  correct  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  the  following  securities  : 

FOR  SINKING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 


Union  League  5  per  cent,  coupon  bonds,  $500  each.  Interest 
January  and  July,  due  July  1,  1889,  Nos.  17,  28,  29,  30, 
37,  40  and  145  to  150, 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  coupon  bond.  Interest  15th 
June  and  December,  due  1897,  No.  2225,  .  .  .  . 

The  Fairinount  Park  and  Delaware  River  Passenger  Railway 
Co.  coupon  bonds.  Interest  June  and  December.  Twenty 
years  5  per  cent,  bonds,  $500  each.  Nos.  34,  53,  54,  57,  61, 
71,  113,  115,  127,  132,  135,  151,  154,  161,  162,  193.  195,  . 

The  Schuylkill  River  East  Side  gold  5  per  cent.  R.  R.  bonds, 
guaranteed  by  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co.  Interest  June  and 
December.  $1000  each.  Nos.  829,  830,  831,  832,  833, 
834,  835, . 


$6,000  00 

1.000  00 

/ 

8,500  00 

7,000  00 


PUBLICATION  FUND. 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  coupon  bonds.  Interest  15th 
June  and  December,  due  1897,  Nos.  2223  and  2224,  . 


2,000  00 


Richard  A.  Lewis,  ] 

Lee  Roy  Kramer,  V  Auditors. 
George  11.  North,  ) 


ABSTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines  and  other  periodicals  now 

ENGLISH. 


The  following 
subscribed  to : 

All  the  Year  Round. 
Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 
The  London  Punch. 

The  London  Weekly  Times. 
The  London  Graphic. 

The  London  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall  Budget. 

The  Spectator. 

The  Field  and  Farm. 

The  Nineteenth  Century. 
Longman’s  Magazine. 

The  Westminster  Review. 


The  British  Quarterly  Review. 
The  Edinburgh  Review. 

The  Quarterly  Review. 

The  Fortnightly  Review. 

The  Contemporary  Review. 

Corn  hill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Blackwood’s  Magazine. 

The  Illustrated  Zeitung,  German. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 
Le  Monde  Illustre. 


AMERICAN. 


Harper’s  Monthly. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

The  Century. 

The  Brooklyn  Magazine. 
Popular  Science  Monthly. 
International  Review. 

North  American  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

United  Service. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
Financial  and  Com.  Chronicle. 
Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News. 
Journal  of  the  Military  £ 


Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 
Scientific  Americau, 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Army  and  Navy  Register. 

Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

The  American. 

Life. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 

Postal  Guide  of  the  United  States. 
Institution  of  the  LTnited  States. 


WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 
Railway  World. 

Com.  List  and  Price  Current. 
Sunday  Times,  5  copies. 
Sunday  Republic,  4  copies. 
Sunday  Transcript,  6  copies. 
Sunday  World,  5  copies. 
Suudav  Mercury,  3  copies. 
Sunday  Record,  4  copies. 
Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

The 


Sunday  Press,  6  copies. 

Sunday  Times  (McClure’s),  7  copies. 
Sunday  News,  6  copies. 

Sunday  N.  Y.  Herald,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Tribune,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Times,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Sun,  5  copies. 

Sunday  N.  Y.  World,  5  copies. 

The  Morning  Journal  (N.  Y.),  1  coj^y. 
Weekly  Bulletin. 

Sporting  Life,  1  copy. 


DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


North  American,  5  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  4  copies. 

Inquirer,  5  copies. 

The  Times,  7  copies. 

The  Press,  8  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  20  copies — 4  2d 
edition,  16  6th  edition. 

Evening  Bulletin,  24  copies — 4  2d 
edition,  2  3d  edition,  18  5th  edition. 

Evening  Call,  19  copies — 4  1st  edi¬ 
tion,  15  last  edition. 

Evening  Star,  6  copies. 


The  Daily  News,  6  copies. 

New  York  Herald,  5  copies. 

New  York  Tribune,  5  copies. 

New  York  Times,  5  copies. 

New  York  World,  5  copies. 

New  York  Graphic,  1  copy. 

New  York  Sun,  5  copies. 

The  Morning  Journal  (N.  Y.),  1  copy. 
Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 
New  York  Commercial  Advertiser, 
2  copies. 

New  York  Evening  Post,  1  copy. 

N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  1  copy. 

EDWARD  C.  KNIGHT,  Chairman. 


RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP 

FOR  THE  PAST  YEAR. 


Active. 

Non-resident. 

Correspon¬ 

dent. 

Membership,  December  1,  1884,  . 

1184 

29 

128 

Elected  and  qualified  during  1885, 

67 

CO 

CO 

/ 

Reinstated,  .... 

1 

1252 

29 

161 

Active. 

Resigned,  28 
Deceased,  23 
Dropped,  2 
Suspended,  5 
Withdrawn, 


Non-  Correspon- 
resident.  dent. 


1 

8 


15 


58 


1194 


Transferred  from  resident  to  non¬ 
resident,  .  .  .  .  10 


Active  membership,  Dec.  1,  1885,  1184 

Active  members  elected  and  not  yet  qualified, 

Correspondents,  Dec.  1,  1885, 


1 

28 

10 

38 

Total, 


24 


137 


1222 

28 

1250 

137 


The 

following  table 

shows  the 

active  membership 

of  the  League 

from  1863  to  1885  : 

1863, 

.  968 

1875,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  1558 

1864, 

.  1129 

1876,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  1434 

1865, 

.  1760 

1877,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  1181 

1866, 

.  1970 

1878,  .  .  . 

...  874 

1867, 

.  1805 

1879,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  851 

1868, 

.  1765 

1880,  .  .  . 

...  938 

1869, 

.  1858 

1881,  .  .  . 

...  978 

1870, 

.  1746 

1882,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  1081 

1871, 

.  1740 

1883,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  1153 

1872, 

.  1800 

1884,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  1213 

1873, 

.  1861 
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Again  the  Directors  congratulate  themselves 
and  the  membership  upon  the  condition  of  the 
organization.  The  year  just  closing  has  been  one 
of  harmony  and  prosperity.  The  roll  of  active 
members  is  full ;  many  applicants  are  waiting 
for  admission  ;  the  balance  sheet  of  the  Treasurer 
shows  that  no  debts  are  due  save  the  outstanding 
bonds,  for  which  a  large  sinking  fund  has  been 
provided ;  and  great  improvements  have  been 
made  to  what  has  heretofore  been  considered  an 
almost  perfect  house  equipment.  Judicious  finan¬ 
cial  management  having  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  a  considerable  surplus,  it  was  determined  to 
add  to  the  comfort  of  the  members,  and  the  value 

(5) 


6 


of  the  real  estate,  by  executing  plans  suggested  by 
opinions  from  many  members  in  whose  judgment 
the  Board  had  confidence.  A  new  cafe  was  asked 
for,  and  one  has  been  completed  which  is  the 
embodiment  of  elegant  comfort.  Enlarged  and 
attractive  toilet  rooms  have  taken  the  place  of  the 
former  contracted  quarters.  The  Secretary’s  office 
has  been  extended  to  the  line  of  Sansom  Street,  and 
now  furnishes  greatly  increased  facilities  for  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  office  work  of  the  League.  The  decora¬ 
tion  of  this  room  is  worthy  of  special  notice,  both 
on  account  of  its  beauty,  and  from  the  fact  that  the 
artist,  himself  a  member  of  the  League,  freely  con¬ 
tributed  his  skill  and  the  labor  of  his  employees  as 
a  token  of  his  interest  in  the  organization.  A 
meeting  room  for  directors  and  committees  has 
been  built  on  the  second  floor  adjoining  the  banquet 
hall,  and  in  this  way  a  large  private  dining-room 
has  been  secured  on  the  first  floor.  Much  careful 
work  has  been  bestowed  on  parts  of  the  house  not 
usually  seen  by  the  members.  The  whole  lower  or 
basement  floor  has  been  practically  remodelled,  and 
the  ability  of  the  steward  to  perform  his  duties  sat¬ 
isfactorily  has  been  correspondingly  increased. 

The  servants  are  now  properly  accommodated 
and  their  efficiency  thereby  promoted.  New  linen, 
china  and  kitchen  ware  have  been  purchased  and 
are  in  daily  use.  The  furniture  in  cafe  and  office 


has  all  been  renewed.  The  plumbing  of  the  house 
has  again  been  examined  and  put  in  thorough 
repair.  The  main  hall  has  been  beautifully  frescoed 
by  Herzog,  and  the  cafe  decorated  by  Tiffany. 
In  short,  it  is  believed  that  but  little  if  anything 
could  now  be  done  to  enhance  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  those  who  use  or  visit  the  house,  or  add 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  service.  All  this  has 
entailed  labor  and  care  upon  those  entrusted  with 
its  accomplishment,  and  the  Board  feels  that  it  is 
due  to  its  House  Committee  to  formally  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  obligations  under  which  that  committee 
has  placed  the  membership  at  large.  The  details 
of  the  expenditures  incident  to  the  work  are  given 
in  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditors, 
which  also  show  in  regular  form  the  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  club. 

The  sinking  fund  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
bonded  debt  amounts  to  $28,482.22,  held  as  follows  : 

$6000  00  Union  League  5  per  cent.  Bonds. 

1000  00  Lehigh  C.  &  N.  Bonds. 

8500  00  Fairmount  Park  &  Del.  R.  P.  R.  R. 

7000  00  Schuylkill  River  East  Side  R.  R. 

5982  22  Cash. 

The  cash  balance  in  the  general  treasury  is 
$2281.95.  The  dues  from  the  1250  members  and 
145  correspondents  amount  to  over  $52,000  per 
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annum,  and  the  expenses,  including  taxes  and 
interest,  foot  up  nearly  $4000  per  month.  Five 
thousand  dollars  are  applied  each  year  to  the 
sinking  fund,  and  until  that  fund  amounts  to  enough 
to  liquidate  the  bonded  debt  the  Board  deems  it 
wise  to  maintain  the  yearly  dues  at  $40. 

On  December  1,  1885,  we  carried  on  our  rolls 
the  names  of  1250  members  and  137  correspond¬ 
ents.  During  the  year  the  Board  has  elected  58 
members  and  28  correspondents.  Meanwhile  15 
members  have  resigned,  34  have  died,  9  have  been 
suspended,  and  6  have  had  their  annual  tax  reduced 
one-half,  under  Rule  XIX,  during  temporary  ab¬ 
sence  from  the  city.  Any  club  is  in  a  healthy  con¬ 
dition  when  its  roll  is  full  and  applicants  are  waiting 
for  election.  Then,  membership  is  prized,  sought 
for,  and  retained  when  once  secured,  unless  misfor¬ 
tune  or  removal  renders  it  necessary  for  the  mem¬ 
ber  to  resign.  Probably  one  of  the  wisest  steps 
ever  taken  by  the  League  was  its  adoption  of  the 

By-Law  of  December,  1883  (Art.  Ill,  sec.  3), 

/ 

limiting  its  membership. 

The  Committee  having  in  charge  the  duty  of 
examining  into  and  reporting  upon  the  nominations 
for  membership  has  maintained  its  past  record  for 
fidelity,  and  the  Board  desires  to  express  its  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  fact. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that 
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the  sum  of  $2285.95  has  been  expended  during  the 
year  in  the  purchase  of  newspapers,  magazines  and 
periodicals.  The  League  subscribes  to  and  receives 
26  foreign  and  domestic  dailies,  46  foreign  and 
domestic  weeklies,  1 1  foreign  and  domestic  weekly 
illustrated  papers,  and  33  foreign  and  domestic 
monthlies  and  quarterlies.  A  full  list  accompanies 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  will  be  printed 
in  connection  with  it.  The  restaurant  service  is  in 
charge  of  Mr.  John  Dumler,  who  has  fulfilled  every 
expectation  entertained  when  he  was  employed.  It 
is  with  great  pleasure  the  Board  notices  his  effi¬ 
ciency  and  popularity. 

The  Art  Association  reports  an  expenditure  of 
$1844.75,  and  the  purchase  of  the  following  presen¬ 
tation  pieces  :  A  painting  by  Maccari,  of  Rome, 
bought  from  the  collection  of  the  late  Governor  E. 
D.  Morgan,  representing  a  zither  player ;  a  paint¬ 
ing  by  E.  L.  Weeks,  an  American  artist  resident  in 
Paris,  of  the  gate  of  the  fortress  at  Agra,  in  India ; 
a  bronze  statuette  of  Diogenes,  to  be  placed  in  the 
cafe  on  a  marble  pedestal,  and  six  paintings  of 
game  birds,  hung  in  the  restaurant.  The  Board 
feels  that  the  workjof  this  Association  is  proving 
itself  to  be  of  so  much  value  to  the  League  that  the 
attention  of  the  members  should  be  specially  called 
to  the  aims  and  needs  of  the  organization.  Every 
contribution  made  by  it  is  a  permanent  addition  to 
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the  beauty  and  value  of  the  house,  and  the  Board 
endorses  the  desire  of  the  Association  that  its  roll 
of  contributors  shall  be  largely  increased. 

Death  has  removed  from  our  midst  thirty-four 
of  our  members  and  one  Director,  Mr.  Joseph 
Bernard  Wilson.  He  was  an  active,  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  a  genial,  warm-hearted  friend  and  com¬ 
panion.  In  his  official  relations  to  the  League  he 
was  faithful  and  energetic,  and  his  colleagues  in  the 
management  unite  in  this  expression  of  their  heart¬ 
felt  sorrow  at  his  loss. 

Major-General  W.  S.  Hancock  and  Hon.  John 
Welsh,  two  men  who  had  been  specially  honored  by 
the  League,  passed  away  during  the  year.  One 
was  among  the  foremost  of  the  distinguished 
soldiers  of  the  nation,  and  the  other  a  civilian 
whose  long  life  was  a  benediction  upon  those  with 
whom  he  was  brought  into  contact.  Pennsylvanians 
who  recall  Gettysburg  as  the  crisis  of  our  civil  war 
can  never  think  of  the  soldier  without  a  feeling  of 
gratitude  for  the  conspicuous  valor  with  which  he 
led  his  troops  on  our  soil ;  while  recollections  of  the 
dignity  with  which  Mr.  Welsh  filled  official  station, 
and  of  the  urbanity  and  unselfishness  of  his  private 
life,  fully  justify  a  more  than  passing  tribute  to  his 
memory.  The  leaders  are  falling  by  the  wayside, 
and  wise  men  do  well  to  recount  the  qualities 
which  placed  them  in  the  foreground. 


II 


Late  in  the  fall,  ex-President  Chester  A.  Arthur 
went  to  his  rest,  and  the  League  was  draped  in 
mourning  in  recognition  of  the  sad  event.  He  was 
a  man  who  laid  aside  the  robes  of  office  in  higher 
esteem  and  reputation  than  he  enjoyed  when  he 
assumed  them — the  first  Vice-President  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Republic  who,  having  succeeded  to  the 
Presidency,  met  every  friendly  expectation  and  won 
the  respect  and  cordial  esteem  of  all  fair-minded 
men.  Under  his  administration  the  public  service 
maintained  a  purity  and  character  which  inspired 
confidence  and  challenged  criticism.  The  general 
moderation,  steadiness  and  sobriety  of  his  course 
were  the  more  to  be  commended  because  he  com¬ 
menced  his  career  amid  much  adverse  and  even 
bitter  criticism,  and,  with  an  honorable  desire  for 
popular  approval  of  his  actions,  there  were  strong 
temptations  to  a  more  striking  policy  than  he  out¬ 
lined  and  followed.  When,  however,  the  occasion 
demanded  firmness  and  resolution,  he  showed  him¬ 
self  a  man  of  courage  and  independent  thought. 
His  veto  of  the  bill  regulating  Chinese  immigration, 
on  the  ground  that  such  legislation  was  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  on  the  subject,  and 
his  refusal  to  assent  to  extravagant  river  and  har¬ 
bor  appropriations  illustrated  this  trait  in  his  char¬ 
acter.  While  a  man  of  personal  and  political  in¬ 
tegrity,  he  was  in  its  best  sense  a  gentleman.  A 
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man  of  finer  courtesy  and  kinder  heart  never  filled 
public  station.  The  Board  gladly  quotes  with 
approval  from  the  proclamation  of  the  present  Chief 
Executive  the  following  passage,  expressive  of  its 
own  views  : 

“  Mr.  Arthur  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the  chief 
magistracy  of  the  nation  by  a  tragedy  which  cast 
its  shadow  over  the  entire  government.  His 
assumption  of  the  grave  duties  was  marked  by  an 
evident  and  conscientious  sense  of  his  responsibilities 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  meet  them  in  a  patriotic 
and  benevolent  spirit.  With  dignity  and  ability  he 
sustained  the  important  duties  of  his  station,  and 
the  reputation  of  his  personal  worth,  conspicuous 
graciousness  and  patriotic'  fidelity  will  long  be 
cherished  by  his  fellow  countrymen.” 

The  fall  elections  were  fruitful  in  results  which 
are  important  as  a  basis  of  congratulation  among 
Republicans,  and  of  thoughtful  consideration  on  the 
part  of  all  citizens.  In  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
leadership  of  General  James  A.  Beaver,  a  gallant 
and  accomplished  soldier  and  citizen,  the  Republican 
party  won  a  notable  victory.  It  had  the  conscience 
and  courage  to  meet  the  growing  issue  of  Prohibi¬ 
tion  by  demanding  its  submission  to  the  popular 
vote,  and  it  dealt  with  the  question  of  labor  by  the 
reaffirmation  of  its  devotion  to  the  policy  which 
has  heretofore  protected  and  advanced  American 
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industries.  Outside  of  our  own  state  the  election 
resulted  substantially  in  an  adverse  verdict  to  the 
administration. 

The  Democratic  majority  in  Congress  has  been 
greatly  reduced,  and  for  the  first  time  in  many  years 
a  respectable  number  of  Republican  members  have 
been  elected  from  southern  constituencies.  An 
entering  wedge  seems  to  have  been  driven  into  the 
solid  representation  from  that  section,  and  the  out¬ 
look  for  freedom  of  action  in  respect  to  the  ballot 
seems  to  be  hopeful. 

The  idea  of  the  dignity  and  power  of  labor,  which 
has  been  struggling  for  expression  in  so  many  forms 
in  recent  years,  and  which  in  New  York  produced  a 
result  which  has  profoundly  impressed  political 
students,  encouraged  the  poor  white  and  the  colored 
voters  in  the  South  to  unwonted  activity.  North  and 
South  the  tariff  and  the  incidental  relations  of  capital 
and  labor  made  the  main  issue  upon  which  the  battle 
was  fought,  and  free  trade  went  down  in  the  conflict 
in  the  persons  of  its  leaders.  The  Democratic  party 
has  boasted  of  its  affection  for  the  laboring  classes, 
notwithstanding  its  pro-slavery  record,  but  at  last  the 
masses  seem  to  be  emancipating  themselves  from 
the  notion  that  they  owe  a  measureless  debt  to  a 
party  which  upheld  human  slavery,  and  which  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years  has  been  fighting  the  battles  of 
British  capitalists.  Movements  of  this  kind  rarely 
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go  backwards,  and  this  awakening  intelligence  will 
now  appreciate  the  fact  that  those  who  in  the  past 
have  struggled  for  a  protective  system  have  been 
potential  in  making  labor  honorable  and  prosper¬ 
ous,  and  that  they  now  deserve  the  confidence  and 
support  of  every  free  wage-earner.  The  Republi¬ 
can  party  made  the  tariff  in  1 86 1 ,  only  one  Demo¬ 
crat  voting  for  it  in  the  Senate,  while  fourteen  re¬ 
corded  themselves  against  it.  In  the  House,  only 
two  Democrats  favored  the  bill  while  forty  voted  in 
the  negative.  By  similar  votes  many  bills  of  revision 
or  improvement  have  been  passed,  greatly  strength¬ 
ening  and  broadening  the  system.  At  each  revision 
the  Democratic  party  has  fought  for  amendments 
designed  to  destroy  the  efficiency  of  tariff  legislation. 
Every  time  it  has  obtained  a  majority  in  the  House 
it  has  tried  to  repeal  existing  laws.  Mr.  Morrison, 
in  1876,  and  Mr.  Wood,  in  1878,  led  strenuous 
efforts  to  that  end. 

In  1882  the  Democrats  elected  a  number  of 
members  upon  distinct  pledges  that  they  would 
vote  to  cut  down  the  tariff  to  a  revenue  basis. 
Last  winter  Mr.  Carlisle  was  elected  Speaker  as  a 
free  trader,  and  when  he  appointed  Mr.  Morrison, 
with  his  known  record,  as  leader  of  the  house,  an 
agitation  began  which  threatened  prostration  to  all 
branches  of  industry.  By  numberless  recorded 
votes  the  party  is  committed  to  the  repeal  of  the 


legislation  which  is  the  defense  of  American  indus¬ 
tries  against  direct  competition  with  the  underpaid 
labor  of  other  countries.  The  difference  between 
the  wages  paid  in  England  or  Germany  and  in  this 
country  could  not  exist  if  the  products  of  those 
countries  could  be  sold  freely  in  our  markets  in  the 
place  of  the  products  of  well  paid  home  labor. 
Hence  we  compel  the  employers  of  the  cheap  for¬ 
eign  labor  to  pay  a  duty  for  the  privilege  of  selling 
their  goods  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  That  duty 
.s  called  a  tariff,  and  is  the  safety  of  the  working¬ 
men.  Every  attack  upon  it  is  a  blow  at  their  earn¬ 
ing  capacity,  and  if  we  may  draw  what  seems  to  be 
the  legitimate  inference  from  the  recent  elections, 
this  thought  has  been  grasped  by  thousands  of  men 
who  never  before  possessed  it. 

Long  ago  the  League  declared  the  tariff  to  be 
the  vital  issue  in  national  politics,  and  it  has  ever 
sought  to  emphasize  that  fact.  Important  as  it  has 
been  in  the  past,  the  struggle  against  free  trade 
acquires  new  significance  and  paramount  interest 
in  the  changed  conditions  which  now  confront 
us.  Other  questions  once  more  pressing  have 
been  settled  or  are  in  course  of  adjustment. 
This  issue  remains,  and  through  the  exigencies 
of  our  financial  situation  and  the  demands  of  our 
laboring  element,  it  rises  to  the  foremost  place  in 
the  problems  of  statesmanship.  We  support  and 
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maintain  protection  as  a  beneficent  policy  without 
regard  to  the  varying  necessities  of  the  hour.  But, 
in  addition  to  the  general  issue,  the  acknowledged 
need  of  reducing  the  surplus  in  the  national  treas¬ 
ury  presents  the  immediate  question  as  to  whether 
this  reduction  shall  be  accomplished  by  striking 
down  our  protective  system  or  by  remitting  duties 
and  taxes  which  are  not  protective  in  their  character. 
We  meet  this  question  with  the  unhesitating  decla¬ 
ration  that  for  our  part  we  will  not  consent,  as  we 
believe  the  majority  of  the  American  people  will  not 
consent,  that  the  legislation  which  is  the  bulwark  of 
our  prosperity  shall  be  impaired  or  weakened  in 
any  of  its  essential  features.  The  recent  elections 
have  emphasized  this  issue.  The  defeat  of  two  of 
the  most  conspicuous  champions  of  the  free  trade 
policy — one  of  them  the  Chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  who  has  been  most  per¬ 
sistent  in  his  warfare  on  protection,  and  the  nar¬ 
row  escape  of  the  ablest  of  all  the  free  trade 
advocates,  the  distinguished  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives — has  attested  the  aroused  sense 
and  the  resolute  purpose  of  the  people.  These 
remarkable  popular  results  in  the  very  strongholds 
of  the  free  trade  leaders  show  what  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  earnest  and  well-guided  efforts,  and 
should  encourage  and  stimulate  the  friends  of  pro¬ 
tection  to  accept  or  proffer  the  gage  of  battle  on 
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any  field  with  full  confidence  in  the  strength  of  their 
cause  and  in  the  victory  of  the  right.  They  must 
not,  however,  be  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  se¬ 
curity,  or  indulge  in  the  belief  that  the  reverses 
which  free  trade  has  sustained  will  restrain  its 
advocates  or  settle  the  issue.  Immediately  after 
the  elections  the  organs  of  this  vicious  doctrine 
declared  that  no  attempt  at  reforming  the  tariff 
would  be  made  pending  the  next  presidential  con¬ 
est,  but  the  progress  of  events  has  not  justified 
these  predictions.  The  attitude  of  the  administra¬ 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  result  of  the  elections,  is 
again  bringing  the  subject  to  the  front  in  bold  and 
broad  relief.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  one  of  the  most  pronounced  free  trade 
documents  which  ever  came  from  a  high  American 
official.  The  Message  of  the  President,  though 
less  definite  and  distinct,  sustains  it  and  harmonizes 
with  its  deliverances.  Both  of  these  papers  declare 
for  free  raw  materials,  even  when  enactments  to 
that  end  would  destroy  great  American  industries. 
With  the  question  thus  decisively  presented,  it  be¬ 
comes  the  chief  issue  before  the  American  people, 
and  in  such  a  contest  the  Union  League  cannot 
stand  indifferent.  Every  tradition  of  its  history 
and  every  impulse  of  its  convictions  lead  it  to  take 
a  pronounced  position  in  the  struggle.  It  believes 
that  in  this  conflict  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
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the  country  are  involved  as  clearly  as  they  were  in 
the  war  for  the  Union.  Nor  is  it  any  mere  selfish 
or  local  interest  which  prompts  it  to  action.  No 
graver  mistake  is  made  than  the  too  common  error 
that  Pennsylvania  is  more  concerned  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  protection  than  other  states  or  sections. 
There  is  probably  no  State  which  could  better  sur¬ 
vive  the  overthrow  of  the  tariff  than  Pennsylvania, 
with  her  inexhaustible  natural  resources  and  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  she  but  pleads  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  whole  country  when  she  declares  in  favor  of 
her  own  interests. 

The  skirmish  of  1886  is  only  preliminary  to  the 
great  battle  of  1 888,  but  it  indicates  the  lines  on 
which  that  struggle  will  be  fought  out.  With  the 
clear  forecast  of  its  divisions  and  issues,  it  is  not 
too  early  to  begin  the  work  of  preparation  and 
education. 

A  recognition  of  the  responsibilities  and  possibil¬ 
ities  of  the  situation  is  the  pressing  need  of  the  hour. 
An  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  economic  history 
of  our  country,  and  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
conditions  upon  which  its  prosperity  rests,  should 
be  fostered,  and  every  legitimate  effort  to  instruct 
the  youth  of  our  land  on  these  topics  encouraged. 
Sound  principles  are  not  injured  by  discussion, 
nor  are  vicious  doctrines  to  be  eliminated  by  mere 


abuse.  The  voting  population  has  been  thinking 
and  acting.  The  trend  is  in  the  right  direction.  It 
can  be  kept  there  if  proper  efforts  are  made. 
Educated  men  cannot  easily  be  misled  or  induced 
to  vote  against  well  settled  convictions  by  partisan 
appeals.  They  form  deliberate  judgments  and  act 
upon  them.  Hence  the  attention  which  has  been 
turned  in  such  a  marked  way  to  the  discussion  of  the 
protective  tariff  should  be  maintained  until  the  truth 
and  sound  policy  upon  which  it  is  founded  have 
been  fully  and  fairly  presented  to  every  man  who 
can  be  persuaded  to  examine  the  subject.  In  sup¬ 
porting  such  endeavor  the  League  can  find  its 
present  mission  in  national  affairs  and  recruit  its 
strength  against  the  day  when  it  shall  again  engage 
in  a  presidential  contest. 

One  other  matter  is  worthy  of  notice  at  this  time. 
Ever  since  1875  the  League  has  abstained  from 
taking  any  part  in  the  discussion  or  determination 
of  municipal  or  state  politics  or  elections.  It  was 
and  has  been  deemed  wise  to  limit  suggestion  and 
effort  solely  to  national  interests.  The  city  of 
Philadelphia  is,  however,  about  to  pass  under  the 
provisions  of  a  new  Act  of  Assembly  which  greatly 
modifies  its  form  of  government  and  the  character 
of  the  offices  which  are  to  be  filled.  The  mayor  of 
the  city  is  hereafter  to  be  an  official  of  such  dignity 
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and  power,  that  the  question  of  the  man  who  is  now 
to  fill  the  office  and  mould  to  a  great  extent  the 
character  of  the  new  government,  has  become  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  every  citizen. 
Were  nominations  already  made  it  might  be  inap¬ 
propriate  or  injudicious  to  do  more  than  call 
attention  to  the  duty  of  thoughtful  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  opposing  candidates.  As,  however, 
no  conventions  have  yet  been  held  nor  delegates 
selected,  the  Board  suggests  that  it  would  be  in  the 
line  of  the  patriotic  discharge  of  duty,  and  an 
assertion  of  well-earned  right  of  consultation,  for 
the  League  to  act  as  an  organization  in  assisting  in 
the  choice  of  a  suitable  man  for  the  Republican 
nomination.  The  characteristics  which  should 
mark  such  a  man  are  agreed  upon  by  all  who  have 
discussed  the  subject  even  superficially,  but  if  those 
who  have  vital  interests  at  stake  take  no  active 
measures  to  secure  a  fit  nomination,  there  is  the 
possibility  of  a  mistake  being  made.  The  Board 
therefore  recommends  that  the  League  appoint  a 
committee  of  twenty-five  from  its  membership  to 
take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  the  Republican 
nomination  for  the  mayoralty,  to  prepare  a  suitable 
address  for  publication,  and  to  take  such  other 

action  as  after  due  consideration  shall  seem  wise 

■* 

and  judicious  in  the  line  of  securing  the  presenta- 
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tion  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  of  a  candidate 
whose  character  and  record  shall  be  a  guaranty  of 
fitness  for  the  office. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Samuel  B.  Huey, 

Secretary . 


DECEMBER  i,  1886. 

UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 
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THOMAS  COCHRAN,  Treasurer. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  i,  1886. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia: 

Gentlemen: — The  undersigned  Auditors,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Union 
League  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
to  the  1  st  instant,  compared  them  with  the  vouchers, 
and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They  present  in  the 
aggregate  the  following  figures: 


Cash  on  hand  December  i,  1885 . $15,645  09 

Annual  tax  from  1207  members,  1886,  @'$40  .  .  .  $48,280  00 

Half  annual  tax  from  12  members,  1886,  @  $20  .  .  240  00 

Annual  tax  from  39  non-residents  (Rule  19),  1886, 

@  $20 .  780  00 

Annual  tax  from  136  correspondents,  1886,  @  $20  .  2,720  00 

Entrance  fee  for  58  members,  $50 .  2,900  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1870,  @  $25 .  25  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1878,  @  $40 .  40  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  member,  1885,  @  $40 .  40  00 

Annual  tax  from  5  correspondents,  1885,  @  $20  .  .  100  00 

Annual  tax  from  1  non-resident  (Rule  19),  1887, 

$20 .  20  00 

- 55D45  00 

Received  from  Billiards  . . 2,663  83 

Received  from  Bowling  Alley .  86  00 

Received  from  Rent  of  Assembly  Hall  and  Private  Dining-rooms  550  00 

Received  from  Interest,  Expenses,  etc .  1,268  40 


Received  for  account  of  Publication  Fund,  Interest  on  Investments  120  00 

Received  for  Account  of  Sinking  Fund,  Interest  on  Investments  .  933  14 
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$76,411  46 
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Amount  brought  forward . $76,411  46 

EXPENDITURES. 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds . $3,75°  00 

Library  Committee . 2,285  95 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent .  2,539  80 

Household  Effects . 7,150  60 

Repairs  to  Household  Effects .  480  59 

Repairs  to  League  House . 2,214  36 

Billiards,  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attendants,  etc .  1,727  50 

Bowling  Alley,  Repairs,  Wages  of  Attendants,  etc.  .  224  00 

Temporary  Insurance .  ...  1,820  00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz. :  Garden,  Uniforms, 

Postage,  Printing,  Advertising,  Stationery,  Telegraph 

Indicators,  Telephone,  etc.,  etc.,  etc . 4,239  51 

Fuel .  1,929  49 

Ice . 1,588  71 

Gas . 4,672  93 

Electric  Lights .  600  00 

Salaries,  Wages  and  Board  of  Employees . 13,761  80 

Entertainments,  Monthly  Suppers,  etc .  1,417  05 

Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurance .  420  00 

Alterations  and  Additions . 17,325  00 

- 68,147  29 


Balance  of  Cash  on  hand .  $8,264  J7 


The  Auditors  have  examined  and  found  correct  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  following  securities: 

FOR  SINKING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

Union  League  5  per  cent,  coupon  bonds,  $500  each.  Interest  Jan¬ 
uary  and  July,  due  July  1,  1889,  Nos.  17,  28,  29,  30,  37,  40  and 


145  to  150  .  . . $6000  00 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  coupon  bond.  Interest  15th  June 

and  December,  due  1897,  No.  2225 .  1000  00 

The  Fairmount  Park  and  Delaware  River  Passenger  Railway  Co. 
coupon  bonds.  Interest  June  and  December.  Twenty  years  5 
per  cent,  bonds,  $500  each.  Nos.  34,  53,  54,  57,  61,  71,  1 13, 

115,  127,  132,  135,  151,  154,  161,  162,  193,  195 . 8500  00 

The  Schuylkill  River  East  Side  gold  5  per  cent.  R.  R.  bonds,  guar¬ 
anteed  by  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co.  Interest  June  and  December. 

$1000  each.  Nos.  829,  830,  831,  832,  833,  834,  835 . 7000  00 


$22,500  00 

PUBLICATION  FUND. 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  coupon  bonds.  Interest  15th  June 


and  December,  due  1897,  Nos.  2223  and  2224  .  . . 2000  00 

Lee  Roy  Kramer,  J 

George  H.  North,  \  Auditors. 


Abraham  S.  Patterson, 


RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP 


FOR 

THE 

PAST 

YEAR. 

Non- 

Corres- 

Active. 

Resident. 

pondent 

Membership,  December  i,  1885  .  . 

1184 

33 

J37 

Elected  and  qualified  during 

1886  . 

53 

•  • 

16 

1242 

33 

T53 

Non- 

Corres- 

Active. 

Resident 

pondent. 

Resigned  ....  12 

3 

•  • 

Deceased  ....  33 

I 

•  • 

Dropped  ....  2 

•  • 

13 

Suspended  ...  5 

2 

*  *  1 

Withdrawn  ... 

.  , 

7 

52 

6 

20 

II90 

32 

133 

Non-Resident  to  Active  .  . 

3 

3 

1193 

29 

Active  to  Non-Resident  .  . 

6 

6 

Active  Membership,  December  i,  1886  .  .  .  1187 

Active  Members  elected  and  not  yet  qualified 


35 - 1222 

28 


Total . 1250 

Correspondents,  December  1,  1886 . 133 

Correspondents  elected  and  not  yet  qualified .  12 


Total 
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The  following  table  shows  the  active  membership 
of  the  League  from  1863  to  1886  : 


1863  . 968 

1864  . 1129 

1865  . 1760 

1866  . 1970 

1867  . 1805 

1868  .  • . 1765 

1869  . 1858 

1870  . 1746 

1871  . 1740 

1872  . 1800 

1873  . 1861 

1874  . 1666 


1875  . 

. 1558 

1876 . 

. 1434 

1877  . 

. Il8l 

1878 . 

. 874 

1879  . 

. 851 

1880 . 

. 938 

I88l . 

. 978 

1882 . 

1883 . 

. 1153 

1884 . 

. 1213 

1885 . 

. 1250 

1886  . 

. 1250 
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-^Abstract  from  Report  of  Library 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines 
and  other  periodicals  now  subscribed  to : 

ENGLISH. 


All  the  Year  Round. 
Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 
The  London  Punch. 

The  London  Weekly  Times. 
The  London  Graphic. 

The  London  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall  Budget. 

The  Spectator. 

The  Field  and  Farm. 

The  Nineteenth  Century. 
Longman’s  Magazine. 

The  Westminster  Review, 


The  Edinburgh  Review. 

The  Quarterly  Review. 

The  Fortnightly  Review. 

The  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Blackwood’s  Magazine. 

The  Illustrated  Zeitung,  German. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 
Le  Monde  Illustre. 

Sporting  and  Dramatic  News. 


AMERICAN. 


Harper’s  Monthly. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

The  Century,  3  copies. 

Outing. 

Scribner’s  Magazine. 

The  Brooklyn  Magazine. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

North  American  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
Financial  and  Commercial  Chronicle 
Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News. 
Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 


Scientific  American  and  Supplem’t. 
Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Army  and  Navy  Register. 

Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

Judge. 

The  American. 

Life. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 

U.  S.  Official  Postal  Guide. 

Town  Topics. 

American  Naturalist. 

New  Princeton  Review. 

Penna.  Mag.  of  History  &  Biography 
Journal  of  the  Military  Service  In¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 
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WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 

Railway  World. 

Commercial  List  and  Price  Current. 
The  Morning  Journal,  Sunday  (N. 

Y.),  i  copy. 

Weekly  Bulletin. 

Bradstreet’s.  _ 

Maritime  Journal. 

Quaker  City  Guide. 

Postal  Guide. 

The  Sporting  Life,  i  copy. 

Legal  Intelligencer. 

Taggart’s  Sunday  Times,  7  copies. 
Sunday  Republic,  4  copies. 

Sunday  Transcript,  6  copies. 


Sunday  World,  5  copies. 

Sunday  Mercury,  3  copies. 

Sunday  Record,  7  copies. 

Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

Sunday  Press,  10  copies. 

Sunday  Times  (McClure’s),  8  copies 
Sunday  News,  9  copies. 

Sunday  N.  Y.  Herald,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Tribune,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Times,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Sun,  5  copies. 

Sunday  N.  Y.  World,  5  copies. 
Sunday  Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 
Sunday  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat. 


DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


North  American,  5  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  7  copies. 

Inquirer,  5  copies. 

The  Times,  7  copies. 

The  Press,  10  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  25  copies — 4  2d 
edition,  21  6th  edition. 

Evening  Bulletin,  27  copies — 4  2d 
edition,  2  3d  edition,  21  5th  edit’n. 
Evening  Call,  19  copies — 4  1st  edi¬ 
tion,  15  last  edition. 

Evening  Star,  6  copies. 

The  Daily  News,  9  copies. 

New  York  Herald,  5  copies. 

New  York  Tribune,  5  copies. 


New  York  Times,  5  copies. 

New  York  World,  5  copies. 

New  York  Graphic,  1  copy. 

New  York  Sun,  5  copies. 

The  Morning  Journal  (N.  Y.),  1 
copy. 

New  York  Commercial  Advertiser, 
1  copy. 

New  York  Evening  Post,  2  copies. 
N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  1  copy. 
Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  I  copy. 
Boston  Morning  Journal. 

St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Daily  Commercial  Bulletin,  N.  Y. 


EDWARD  C.  KNIGHT,  Chairman. 
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AN  ACT 


To  Incorporate  the  Uni°n  League  of  Philadelphia. 


iDljereas,  An  association  has  been  formed  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  and  promoting 
the  love  of  Republican  Government,  aiding  in  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  extending  aid 
and  relief  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  army  and  navy 
thereof;  and  are  desirous  of  being  incorporated,  the  better 
to  enable  them  to  carry  out  said  purposes;  therefore, 

Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in 
General  Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same ,  That  William  M.  Meredith,  John  B.  Myers, 
Horace  Binney,  Jr.,  Adolph  E.  Borie,  Morton  McMichael, 
J.  I.  Clark  Hare,  Benjamin  Gerhard,  James  L.  Claghorn, 
Charles  Gibbons,  George  H.  Boker,  William  H.  Ashhurst, 
Joseph  B.  Townsend,  George  Whitney,  John  B.  Kenney, 
John  A.  Brown,  Stephen  Colwell,  Charles  Gilpin,  J.  Gilling¬ 
ham  Fell,  N.  B.  Browne,  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Benjamin  H. 
Brewster,  Lindley  Smyth,  Daniel  Dougherty,  George  Trott, 
William  Sellers,  and  such  other  persons  as  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  associated  with  them,  for  the  purposes  of 
said  association,  are  hereby  erected  into,  and  declared  to  be, 
a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name,  style  and  title 
of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  and  by  the  same  style 
and  title  shall  have  perpetual  succession  ;  and  may  purchase, 
take  and  hold,  by  gift,  grant,  demise,  bargain  and  sale, 
devise  and  bequest,  or  by  any  other  lawful  mode  of  con¬ 
veyance,  any  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chattels  and  estate, 
real,  personal  or  mixed,  and  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
from  time  to  time,  may  sell,  alien,  mortgage  or  otherwise 
dispose  of;  and  may  have  a  common  seal,  which  they  may 
alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure  :  Provided ,  That  the  clear 
yearly  value  or  income  of  all  the  estate  and  property  of  the 
said  corporation,  including  interest  on  all  moneys  by  them 
lent,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  real  estate  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  the 
corporation. 


(29) 


Sec.  2.  That  the  officers  of  the  said  corporation,  hereafter 
to  be  elected,  shall  be  a  president,  four  vice-presidents  and 
fifteen  directors,  who  shall  choose  and  appoint  from  their 
own  number  a  secretary  and  also  a  treasurer ;  the  said 
officers  shall  be  elected  at  an  annual  meeting,  to  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  of  December,  and  if  an  election  be  not 
held  on  that  day,  the  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be 
dissolved,  but  an  election  shall  be  held  as  soon  thereafter  as 
possible,  and  until  such  new  election  shall  take  place,  the 
former  officers  shall  continue  and  hold  over. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  duties  and  rights  of  the  members  of 
the  said  corporation,  the  powers  and  functions  of  the  officers 
thereof,  the  mode  of  supplying  vacancies  in  office,  the  times 
of  meeting  of  said  corporation  or  its  officers,  the  number 
which  shall  constitute  a  quorum  thereof,  respectively,  at  any 
such  meeting,  the  mode  of  electing  or  admitting  members, 
the  terms  of  their  admission,  and  the  causes  which  justify 
their  expulsion,  and  the  manner  of  effecting  the  same,  and 
the  mode  and  manner  in  which  the  property  of  said  corpora¬ 
tion  shall  be  divided  and  appropriated  in  case  of  a  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  said  corporation,  or  winding  up  of  its  affairs,  shall 
be  regulated  by  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  of  said  corpora¬ 
tion,  which  they  are  empowered  to  make  and  alter,  in  the 
manner  which  may  be  therein  mentioned :  Provided ,  That 
the  said  by-laws  and  ordinances  shall  not  be  repugnant  to 
or  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  following  officers  elected  by  the  afore¬ 
said  association,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  shall  hold  their 
respective  offices  under  this  charter  until  the  next  annual 
election  in  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty -four  ;  and  that  any  vacancies  occurring  therein,  before 
the  next  annual  meeting,  may  be  filled  in  the  manner  pro¬ 
vided  in  their  by-laws,  to-wit :  President,  William  M.  Mere¬ 
dith  ;  vice-presidents,  William  H.  Ashhurst,  John  B.  Myers, 
Horace  Binney,  Jr.,  Adolph  E.  Borie;  directors,  Morton 
McMichael,  J.  I.  Clark  Hare,  Benjamin  Gerhard,  James  L. 
Claghorn,  Charles  Gibbons,  George  H.  Boker,  Joseph  B. 
Townsend,  George  Whitney,  John  B.  Kenney. 

— The  thirtieth  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 

Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Of  the  Duties  and  Rights  of  Members. 

Section  i.  The  members  of  the  Union  League  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  shall  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
discountenance  by  moral  and  social  influences  all  disloyalty 
to  the  Federal  Government,  encourage  and  maintain  respect 
for  its  authority,  compliance  with  its  laws  and  acquiescence 
in  its  measures  for  the  enforcement  thereof,  and  for  the 
suppression  of  insurrection,  treason  and  rebellion,  as  duties 
obligatory  upon  every  American  citizen. 

'Sec.  2.  They  shall  have  free  access  to  the  rooms  and 
library  of  the  League,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Sec.  3.  Every  resident  member  shall  pay  to  the  Treasu¬ 
rer,  for  the  use  of  the  League,  an  annual  tax  of  twenty-five 
dollars,  which  may  be  reduced  or  increased  by  the  Board, 
as  the  interests  of  the  League  may  demand.  The  said  tax 
shall  be  due  on  the  first  day  of  January,  and  be  paid  before 
the  first  day  of  March  in  each  year.  Non-resident  mem¬ 
bers  shall  be  subject  to  such  annual  assessments  as  the 
Board  of  Directors  may  determine. 

Sec.  4.  No  member  shall  receive  any  profit,  salary  or 
emolument  from  the  funds  of  the  League. 

Sec.  5.  Resignations  of  membership  must  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  Board  of  Directors  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
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December.  If  made  subsequent  thereto,  the  resigning 
member  shall  be  liable  to  pay  his  annual  tax  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  year.  When  a  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  member 
from  any  cause,  all  the  interest  he  may  have  in  the  property 
of  the  League,  by  reason  of  his  membership,  shall  be  vested 
in  the  corporation. 


ARTICLE  II. 

Powers  and  Functions  of  Officers. 

Section  i.  The  Board  of  Directors,  consisting  of  the 
President,  Vice-Presidents  and  fifteen  members,  shall  be 
elected  annually,  at  a  meeting  of  the  League  to  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  of  December.  Eight  of  their  number 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  have  power  to  appoint  executive  com¬ 
mittees  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  objects  expressed 
in  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  incorporation,  and  to  prescribe 
their  respective  duties. 

Sec.  3.  They  shall  have  and  exercise  a  general  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  affairs  of  the  League,  and  shall  control  and 
manage  its  property  and  effects. 

Sec.  4.  They  shall  make  all  rules  for  the  management 
and  regulation  of  the  house,  and  the  maintenance  of  good 
order  therein,  and  provide  and  enforce  penalties  for  their 
infraction. 

Sec.  5.  A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  have  power  to 
suspend  members  for  a  willful  infraction  of  the  rules  of  the 
house,  or  of  any  by-law  of  the  League,  or  for  acts  or  con¬ 
duct  which  they  may  deem  disorderly  or  injurious  to  the 
interests  or  hostile  to  the  objects  of  the  League,  but  the 
offender  may  appeal  from  their  sentence  of  suspension,  as 
hereinafter  provided:  but  prior  to  the  suspension  of  a 
member  he  shall  be  entitled  to  notice  and  a  hearing  before 
the  Board,  or  before  a  committee  of  the  same,  as  he  may 
elect. 

Sec.  6.  They  shall  have  power  to  call  special  meetings 
of  the  League  for  any  specific  purpose  ;  and  they  shall  call 
such  meetings  also  on  the  request  in  writing  of  fifty  of  the 
members. 
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Sec.  7  They  shall  appoint  a  standing  committee  on 
membership,  which  shall  consist  of  thirteen  members,  no 
one  of  whom  shall  be  a  director;  and  candidates  for  mem¬ 
bership,  recommended  by  the  committee,  shall  be  admitted 
by  the  Board,  unless  there  be  cause  to  the  contrary. 

Sec.  8.  They  shall  fix  the  amount  of  security  to  be  given 
by  the  Treasurer,  or  any  other  officer,  agent  or  servant  of 
the  League,  and  shall  decide  upon  the  sufficiency  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  They  may,  by  appointment,  fill  vacancies  that 
may  happen  in  the  Board,  or  in  any  committee  appointed 
by  them,  or  in  any  office  created  by  the  charter,  and  such 
appointees  shall  remain  in  office  until  the  next  annual 
meeting,  and  until  their  successors  are  chosen. 

Sec.  10.  They  shall  cause  a  fair  record  of  all  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be  kept  and  preserved  by  the  Secretary. 

Sec.  1 1 .  They  shall  present  at  every  annual  meeting  a 
written  or  printed  report  of  the  state  of  the  League,  with 
a  general  history  of  their  proceedings  for  the  last  year. 

Sec.  12.  They  shall  not  allow  any  game  of  chance  or  of 
skill  to  be  played  for  money  or  its  equivalent,  nor  any 
betting  upon  any  such  game,  by  persons  not  engaged 
therein,  nor  permit  the  opening  of  a  bar  for  the  sale  of 
liquors,  in  the  house  or  on  the  premises  of  the  League. 

Sec.  13.  They  shall  have  power  to  make  all  rules  and 
regulations  which  they  may  think  proper  and  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  any  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  charter, 
and  not  provided  for  in  these  by-laws. 

Sec.  14.  At  least  thirty  days  before  the  annual  meeting 
they  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  League,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  candidates  to  be  voted  for  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Treasurer. 

Sec.  15.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful 
custody  and  application  of  the  funds  of  the  League,  and  for 
the  proper  performance  of  his  duties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Directors — and  he  shall  hold  his  office  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  1 6.  He  shall  prepare  and  present,  at  every  annual 
meeting,  a  full  and  specific  account  of  all  receipts  and  dis¬ 
bursements  of  the'  year,  and  of  the  property  held  by  the 
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League,  which  shall  be  examined  by  three  auditors,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Board  (who  shall  not  be  members  thereof), 
who  shall  certify  the  result  of  their  examination  to  the 
meeting. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Admission  of  Members. 

Sec.  i.  The  name,  residence  and  occupation  of  every 
candidate  for  membership  shall  be  registered  by  the  nomi¬ 
nating  member,  over  his  own  signature. 

Sec.  2.  The  Committee  on  Membership  shall  examine 
the  register  from  time  to  time,  and  report  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  the  names  of  candidates  whom  they  think  proper 
to  recommend  for  admission. 

Sec.  3.  Candidates  recommended  by  the  Committee' to 
the  Board  of  Directors  after  their  first  meeting  in  January, 
1873,  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  by  the  Board,  if 
there  be  no  cause  to  the  contrary,  on  payment  of  an 
entrance  fee  of  fifty  dollars  and  the  tax  for  the  current  year : 
Provided ,  That  new  members  admitted  within  six  months  of 
the  annual  meeting  succeeding  their  election  shall  not  be 
required  to  pay  more  than  one-half  the  tax  for  such  year : 
Provided  further ,  The  membership  of  the  Union  League 
shall  be  restricted  to  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  active  mem¬ 
bers,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  correspondents. 

Vacancies  shall  be  filled  from  the  list  upon  the  Register 
of  Candidates  for  Membership,  in  the  order  corresponding 
to  the  priority  of  the  date  of  the  application  of  the  various 
candidates,  and  in  no  other  order. 

Sec.  4.  Every  new  member  shall  write  his  name  and 
address  on  the  membership  roll,  and  having  made  the  pay¬ 
ments  required  by  the  third  section  of  this  article  within 
thirty  days  after  his  election,  shall  thereupon,  and  not 
otherwise,  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
League. 

Honorary  Membership. 

Sec.  5.  Honorary  members  of  the  League  may  be  elected 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  any  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  and  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  other 
members,  except  that  of  voting  at  the  elections. 


35 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Appeals. 

Sec.  i.  A  member  suspended  from  the  League  by  sen¬ 
tence  of  the  Board  of  Directors  may  appeal  therefrom 
within  thirty  days  after  notice  thereof  posted  on  the  notice 
board,  by  filing  with  the  Secretary  a  written  notice  of  his 
appeal,  and  the  reasons  therefor.  In  case  of  no  appeal 
within  the  time  limited,  he  shall  then  cease  to  be  a  member 
of  the  League. 

Sec.  2.  All  appeals  shall  be  tried  in  a  meeting  of  the 
League,  to  be  called  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  within  forty  days  after  notice  of  the  appeal  shall 
be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

Sec.  3.  The  President  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
shall  preside  at  such  meetings,  and  the  cause  of  suspension 
shall  be  reported  in  writing  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  with 
a  statement  of  facts  on  which  their  sentence  was  founded, 
a  copy  of  which  shall  be  furnished  to  the  appellant  on  his 
application,  to  be  made  to  the  Secretary  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  meeting.  The  appellant  shall  then  present  his 
defense  in  writing,  to  which  one  member  of  the  Board  may 
reply  orally.  The  appellant,  or  any  one  member  on  his 
behalf,  may  then  rejoin,  and  a  Director  may  a  second  time 
speak  in  support  of  the  charge,  and  no  further  discussion 
shall  be  allowed.  The  presiding  officer  shall  then  put  the 
question,  “  Shall  the  sentence  of  the  Board  of  Managers  in 
this  case  be  affirmed  ?  ”  If  a  majority  of  the  meeting  shall 
vote  in  the  affirmative,  the  sentence  shall  stand  as  the  final 
judgment  of  the  League,  and  the  appellant  shall  thereupon 
forfeit  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  membership.  If  less 
than  a  majority  of  the  meeting  vote  in  the  affirmative,  then 
the  sentence  of  the  Board  shall  be  reversed,  and  the  appel¬ 
lant  shall  thereupon  be  restored  to  membership. 


ARTICLE  V. 

Meetings  of  the  Corporation. 

Sec.  i.  The  annual  meetings  of  the  League  shall  be  held 
on  the  second  Monday  in  December.  There  shall  be  a 
social  meeting  of  the  League  on  the  second  Monday  of 
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each  month,  except  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and 
December,  for  which  the  Secretary  shall  issue  printed  postal 
card  notices  to  the  members. 

At  such  meetings  no  business  shall  be  transacted,  and  the 
House  Committee  may  furnish  moderate  refreshments  for 
those  who  attend. 

When  special  meetings  are  called  by  the  Board,  the 
subject  to  be  considered  or  acted  upon  shall  be  stated  in  the 
notice,  and  no  such  meeting  shall  act  upon  or  discuss  any 
other  matter.  The  President  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  2.  Notice  of  every  meeting  shall  be  posted  on  the 
notice  board  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the  time  appointed 
for  the  same,  and  published  in  at  least  two  daily  newspapers 
— except  in  cases  of  special  meetings  called  by  the  Board 
upon  some  emergency. 

Sec.  3.  No  stranger  shall  be  admitted  into  any  business 
meeting  of  the  League. 

Sec.  4.  Fifty  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  5.  The  order  of  business  at  the  annual  meeting 
shall  be  as  follows  : 

First — Reading  the  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

Second — Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Third — Report  of  Treasurer  and  Auditors. 

Fourth — New  Business. 

Fifth — Election  of  Officers. 

Sec..  6.  Elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  a  majority  of  members  present.  When  by  ballot 
they  shall  be  conducted  by  two  tellers  and  a  clerk,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  presiding  officer,  with  the  consent  of  the 
meeting.  A  plurality  of  votes  cast  in  case  of  a  ballot  shall 
be  sufficient  to  elect  a  candidate.  No  proxies  shall  be 
allowed. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Sec.  1.  A  by-law  of  the  corporation  may  be  amended,  or 
a  new  by-law  made,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members, 
at  the  annual  meeting :  Provided ,  That  notice  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  or  by-law  shall  have  been  posted  on  the 
notice  board  for  at  least  thirty  days  immediately  preceding 
the  said  meeting. 


Abstracts  from  Rules  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD. 


8.  The  Standing  Committees  of  the  Board  shall  be:  ist, 
a  House  Committee  ;  2d,  a  Guest  Committee  ;  3d,  a  Library 
Committee ;  and  4th,  a  Publication  Committee ;  each  of 
which  shall  consist  of  five  members  thereof. 

9.  The  House  Committee  shall  supervise  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  House,  and  may  adopt 
such  rules,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board,  as  they 
may  find  necessary  for  the  orderly  and  proper  management 
thereof,  for  the  admission  of  strangers,  and  the  exclusion  of 
improper  persons  from  the  House.  They  shall  report  to  the 
Board  any  disorderly  conduct  or  willful  infraction  of  the 
rules  of  the  House,  for  its  action  under  Art.  II,  Sect.  5,  of 
the  By-Laws. 

10.  The  Guest  Committee  shall  represent  the  League  on 
the  occasion  of  all  visits  by  strangers  to  whom  its  hospitali¬ 
ties  may  be  extended  on  account  of  their  official  position  or 
public  services,  and  shall  have  charge  of  all  arrangements 
for  their  proper  reception  and  entertainment. 

1 1.  The  Library  Committee  shall  have  charge  of  the  selec¬ 
tion,  purchase  and  arrangement  of  the  Books,  Periodicals, 
and  Newspapers  for  the  Library  and  Reading  Room. 

12.  The  Publication  Committee  shall  have  charge  of  the 
preparation  and  distribution  of  such  pamphlets  or  articles 
on  political  and  kindred  subjects  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  found  advisable  by  the  Board ;  and  shall  have  power  to 
raise  money  by  special  subscription  for  purposes  within  the 
scope  of  their  duties. 


Powers  of  Committees. 

13.  No  committee  of  the  Board  or  of  the  League  shall 
pledge  or  use  the  credit  of  the  League  for  any  purpose,  or 
incur  any  liability  in  the  name  or  on  behalf  of  the  League, 
without  authority  of  the  Board,  granted  by  resolution 
entered  at  length  upon  the  minutes.  This  rule  shall  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  ordinary  and  current  expenses  of  the  House, 
which  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  House  Committee. 

(37) 


38 


14-  No  committee  shall,  in  the  name  or  on  behalf  of  the 
League,  recommend  any  person  for  appointment  to  any 
public  office  of  trust,  honor  or  profit ;  nor  shall  any  com¬ 
mittee  hold  any  correspondence,  in  the  name  or  on  behalf 
of  the  League,  with  any  department  or  officer  of  the  Federal 
or  State  Government,  or  with  any  person  or  association, 
without  the  authority  of  the  Board.  All  correspondence  of 
such  committee  shall  be  in  its  own  name  and  behalf,  and 
must  be  confined  to  such  subjects  as  are  under ’its  immediate 
control. 


Miscellaneous. 

15.  No  members  of  the  League,  as  members  of  the  League, 
shall  hold  any  meeting,  whether  formal  or  informal,  profess¬ 
ing  to  have  a  public  object,  unless  it  be  called  in  strict  con¬ 
formity  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  League. 

16.  The  name  of  the  League  shall  not  be  used  by  publi¬ 
cation,  advertisement  or  otherwise,  in  connection  with  any 
public  meeting  to  be  held,  or  lecture  or  address  to  be  de¬ 
livered,  without  the  special  authority  of  the  Board. 

19.  Members  of  the  League  about  to  leave  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  with  the  intention  of  remaining  absent  for  at 
least  one  year,  may,  on  application  to  and  by  vote  of  the 
Board,  have  their  annual  tax  reduced  one-half  during  the 
period  of  their  absence. 


RULES  OF  THE  LEAGUE  HOUSE. 


Of  Members. 

1.  No  member  or  visitor  shall  give  any  money  or  gratuity 
to  a  servant  of  the  League. 

2.  It  is  expected  that  no  member  will  leave  the  League 
House  without  settling  his  bill  with  the  Steward  or  Lessee. 

3.  Members  introducing  a  stranger  to  whom  a  written 
invitation  is  given,  as  provided  in  Rule  6,  will  be  held  re-' 
sponsible  for  his  conduct,  and  for  any  payment  omitted  to 
be  made  by  him,  to  the  same  extent  and  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  for  bills  contracted  by  themselves. 

4.  Breakage  of  glass  or  crockery  shall  be  paid  for  by  the 
member  with  whom  the  accident  may  occur. 

5.  Members  who  are  in  default,  under  Rules  2,  3  or  4, 
shall  be  reported  to  the  Board  by  the  House  Committee,  and 
be  liable  to  suspension,  as  in  other  cases  of  willful  infraction 
of  the  Rules  of  the  House. 


Of  Strangers. 

6.  A  member  may  introduce  a  stranger  to  the  League’ 
and  shall  thereupon  register,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  the  name  and  residence  of  such  stranger,  and  the 
date  of  such  introduction,  to  all  which  the  said  member 
shall  affix  his  own  name ;  and  he  shall  also,  when  conve¬ 
nient,  present  the  stranger  to  one  or  more  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

7.  Such  introduction  shall  not  confer  any  right  of  re¬ 
entrance  ;  but  the  House  Committee  may,  at  discretion,  give 
a  written  invitation  to  any  stranger,  which  shall  entitle  him 
to  visit  the  League  House  for  two  weeks,  which  invitation 
shall  not  be  renewed  more  than  once  during  the  current 
year. 

8.  Residents  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  not  members 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  League  House  more  than  once, 
save  to  an  entertainment  given  in  a  private  room,  when  the 
number  of  such  residents  shall  not  exceed  one-fourth  of  the 
company  present :  Provided ,  That  the  House  Committee 
may,  at  discretion,  suspend  the  operation  of  this  rule,  until 
action  upon  the  subject  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
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9-  No  guest  shall  give  an  entertainment  in.  the  League 
House. 

io.  No  disloyal  person  shall  be  admitted  into  the  League 
House ;  and  if  any  such  person  be  knowingly  introduced 
by  a  member  of  the  League,  such  member  shall  be  reported 
for  the  offence  to  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  House 
Committee,  or  any  member  having  knowledge  thereof. 


Of  the  Steward’s  Department. 

11.  A  member  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Steward,  or  of  a  servant  of  the  League,  or  with  anything 
supplied  by  the  Steward,  or  with  the  service  of  or  charges 
for  the  same,  may  communicate  in  writing  the  cause  of  his 
dissatisfaction  to  the  House  Committee ;  who  shall  consider 
the  same,  and  take  such  action  thereon  as  may  be  proper. 

12.  Refreshments,  wines  or  liquors  shall  not  be  served 
in  the  Drawing,  Smoking,  Reading,  Billiard  Rooms  or 
Library,  and  shall  not  be  sent  out  of  the  House  to  any  but 
members. 


Miscellaneous. 

13.  All  departments  of  the  League  House  shall  be  open 
for  the  reception  of  members  every  day,  from  the  first  of 
April  to  the  first  of  October,  at  seven  o’clock  A.  M. ;  and 
from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  April,  at  eight 
o’clock  A.  M.  No  member  shall  be  admitted  to  the  House 
after  one  o’clock  A.  M.,  and  the  House  shall  be  closed  and 
the  lights  extinguished  at  two  o’clock  A.  M.,  after  which 
time  no  member  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  within  the 
premises. 

14.  Dogs  shall  not  be  allowed  in  the  League  House  or 
on  the  premises. 

15.  No  person  shall  take  from  the  League  House  a  news¬ 
paper,  pamphlet,  book  or  other  article,  the  property  of  the 
League,  nor  mutilate,  deface  or  destroy  the  same. 

16.  Books,  pamphlets  or  newspapers  shall  not  be  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Reading  and  the  Smoking  Rooms. 

1 7.  Subscription  papers  shall  not  be  exposed  or  circulated 
in  the  League  House. 

18.  No  gambling  or  betting  shall  be  at  any  time  permitted 
in  the  League  House. 
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ig.  The  payment  for  billiards  shall  be  regulated  by  the 
House  Committee. 

20.  Smoking  shall  be  permitted  only  in  such  rooms  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  House  Committee. 

Regulations  of  House  Committee. 

1.  Ladies  accompanied  by  members  are  admitted  in  the 
League  House  between  nine  A.  M.  and  four  P.  M.,  except 
on  Sundays  and  holidays. 

2.  Under  escort  of  members,  ladies  can  use  the  restaurant 
up  to  three  P.  M. 

3.  Private  dining  rooms  and  the  banquet  room  can  be  en¬ 
gaged  on  application  to  the  House  Committee,  by  parties  of 
not  less  than  four,  one  of  whom  must  be  an  active  member 
of  the  League. 


At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  held  Febru¬ 
ary  9,  1886,  the  report  of  a  Special  Committee  on  the  Status 
of  Correspondents  was  approved,  and  the  resolutions 
attached  thereto  adopted. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 

COMMITTEE. 

Correspondents  of  the  League  can  claim  no  other  right 
or  privilege  than  “the  privileges  of  the  League  House”  for 
themselves  personally. 

Resolutions. 

Resolved ,  That  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  (including 
the  Marine  Corps),  and  any  person  not  being  a  resident  of 
Philadelphia,  nor  having  a  regular  place  of  business  therein, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Membership 
and  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  upon  pay¬ 
ment  of  an  annual  tax  of  twenty  dollars,  or  such  other 
sum  as  may  hereafter  be  from  time  to  time  fixed  by  said 
Board,  shall  become  Correspondents  of  the  League  and  be 
admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  League  House! 

Resolved ,  That  such  Correspondents  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  any  rights  or  privileges  in  connection  with  the  League 
otherwise  than  expressed  in  the  above  Resolution. 
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Resolved ,  That  such  Correspondents  shall  be  subject  to 
the  conditions  expressed  in  the  paper*  affixed  in  the  front 
of  the  book  now  in  use  for  their  signatures,  the  word 
“  twenty  ”  being  substituted  for  the  word  “  ten  ”  as  the  annual 
tax ;  and  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  any  Correspondent 
whose  tax  is  not  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  in 
any  year  shall  thereupon,  ipso  facto ,  cease,  without  a  formal 
resignation  thereof  being  necessary  in  any  case. 

Resolved ,  That  all  former  resolutions  heretofore  adopted 
by  the  Board  upon  the  admission  of  Correspondents  be  and 
they  are  hereby  repealed. 


*  This  paper  is  as  follows  : 

Correspondents. 

ON  THE  DUTIES  AND  RIGHTS  OF  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Section  i.  The  Correspondents  of  the  Union  League  of 
Philadelphia  shall  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  discountenance  by  moral  and  social  influences  all 
disloyalty  to  the  Federal  Government,  encourage  and  main¬ 
tain  respect  for  its  authority,  compliance  with  its  laws  and 
acquiescence  in  its  measures  for  the  enforcement  thereof, 
and  for  the  suppression  of  insurrection,  treason  and  rebellion, 
as  duties  obligatory  upon  every  American  citizen. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  have  free  access  to  the  rooms  and 
the  library  of  the  League,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

Sec.  3.  Every  Correspondent  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer, 
for  the  use  of  the  League,  an  annual  tax  of  twenty  dollars, 
which  may  be  reduced  or  increased  by  the  Board,  as  the 
interests  of  the  League  may  demand.  The  said  tax  shall 
be  due  on  the  first  day  of  January,  and  be  paid  before  the 
first  day  of  March  in  each  year. 

Sec.  4.  No  Correspondent  shall  receive  any  profit,  salary 
or  emolument  from  the  funds  of  the  League. 
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Form  under  Rule  XIX.  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


All  applications  for  the  privileges  of  Rule  XIX  must  be 
in  substantially  the  following  form. 

Philadelphia,.  i  88 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Union  League. 

Gentlemen  : — I  am  about  to  leave  the  city,  with  the 
intention  of  remaining  absent  for  at  least  one  year ;  and  I 
respectfully  apply  to  have  my  annual  tax  reduced  one-half 
during  my  absence,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of 
Rule  XIX. 

Immediately  upon  my  return,  I  will  notify  the  Secretary 
of  the  fact,  and  will  also  arrange  with  the  Treasurer  for  the 
payment  of  full  dues,  in  case  I  have  not  been  absent  for  one 
year,  as  expected. 

Very  respectfully, 
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1  - 

Rules  Concerning  pourteen-day  Car^s. 


ADOPTED  MAY  n,  1886. 


First.  The  cards  can  only  be  issued  to  strangers.  A 
stranger  is  one  who  does  not  reside  or  carry  on  business  in 
the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia ;  a  person  temporarily 
residing  out  of  the  city,  but  whose  home  is  in  Philadelphia, 
is  not  a  stranger. 

Second.  The  “  current  year  ”  named  in  Rule  VII  means 
the  year  running  from  the  date  of  the  issue  of  the  first  card ; 
and  in  case  a  member  applies  for  a  card  for  one  who  has 
within  the  previous  twelve  months  had  an  invitation,  the 
member  must  name  that  fact,  with  the  date  of  the  first  invi¬ 
tation,  when  making  his  application  for  the  second. 

Third.  When  application  is  made  for  the  immediate 
renewal  of  a  card  about  expiring,  such  application  shall 
only  be  granted  on  the  personal  approval  of  the  Secretary, 
or  of  a  member  of  the  House  Committee. 

Fourth.  No  one  entering  the  House  on  a  fourteen-day 
card  can  introduce  any  one  else,  either  a  stranger  or  a  resident 
of  the  city.  Rule  IX  expressly  forbids  him  to  give  an 
entertainment,  and  his  privileges  are  purely  personal. 

Fifth.  Correspondents  cannot  obtain  cards  for  others,  or 
introduce  or  entertain  strangers  in  the  House. 
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White,  Samuel  S.,  Jr., 
White,  William  R. 
Whitney,  E.  D., 

Whitney,  W.  Beaumont, 
Whittaker,  John, 
Wickersham,  J.  B., 
Widener,  P.  A.  B., 

Widdis,  C.  C., 
Wiedersheim,  John  A., 
Wiedersheim,  l  heodore  E. 
Wiener,  Lewis, 

Wigton,  F.  H., 

Wigton,  Richard  B., 
Williams,  B.  Frank, 
Williams,  Edward  H.,  M.D., 
Williams,  Edward  J. 
Williams,  John, 

Willing,  Charles,  M.D., 
Willing,  Edward  Shippen, 
Willis,  Charles  E., 

Willson,  Robert  N., 
Wilson,  Charles  A., 

Wilson,  E.  H., 

Wilson,  Ellwood,  M.D., 
Wilson,  J.  Dale, 

Wilson,  Joseph  Lapsley, 
Wilson,  Randall  W., 


Wilson,  Walter  G., 
Wilson,  William  H., 
Wise,  John  S., 

Wistar,  C.  Cresson, 
Wistar,  Thomas,  M.D., 
Wister,  W.  Rotch, 
Wolbert,  Frederick  G., 
Wood,  Alan,  Jr., 

Wood,  Charles  M., 
Wood,  E.  R, 

Wood,  Henry, 

Wood,  Howard, 

Wood,  Richard, 

Wood,  Walter, 

Wood,  William  M., 
Woodman,  George  B., 
Woodruff,  Charles  H., 
Woods,  D.  F.,  M.D., 
Woodside,  John  W., 
Woodward,  B.  J., 
Woodward,  H.  C, 
Woodward,  William  H., 
Work,  Robert  D., 

Wray,  Clarence  A., 
Wray  James  C., 

Wright,  Charles  B., 
Wright,  J.  Hood, 
Wright,  John, 

Wright,  John  A., 
Wright,  John  W., 
Wright,  Theodore, 
Wyeth,  Frank  H., 
Wyman,  Dr.  Harry  P., 
Wyman,  Dr.  Joseph  P., 
Yardley,  J.  Martin, 
Yarnall,  Ellis, 

Yarnall,  F.  C., 

Young,  Horace  L., 
Young,  J.  Benton, 
Young,  John  Russell, 
Young,  Lewis  T., 


List  of  Those  Who  Have  Been  Specially 
Honored  by  the  League. 


FIRST. — “  To  Hereafter  Enjoy  Privileges  of  League 

House.” 

Mordecai  L.  Dawson,  January  30,  1863. 

William  Neals,  April  15,  1863. 

SECOND. — “  Honorary  Membership  and  Silver 

Medal.” 

Capt.  John  Winslow,  U.  S.  N.,  September  29,  1864. 

Gen’l  Philip  Sheridan,  “  “ 

Mr.  Ishmael  Day,  “  '  “ 

THIRD. — “  Silver  Medal  and  Freedom  of  League 

House.” 

*Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln,  August  26,  1863. 

“  Hannibal  Hamlin,  “  “ 

*  “  W.  H.  Seward,  *  “  “ 

*  “  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  “  “ 

*  “  Gideon  Welles,  “  “ 

“  John  P.  Usher,  “ 

“  Montgomery  Blair, 

*  “  Edward  Bates,  “  “ 

*  “  Salmon  P.  Chase,  “ 

*Maj.  Gen’l  H.  W.  Halleck, 

*  “  U.  S.  Grant, 

*  “  Geo.  G.  Meade, 

“  Rosecrans, 

“  N.  P.  Banks, 

“  Butler, 

“  Burnside, 

*  “  Hooker, 

“  McDowell, 

“  Cadwalader,  “ 

“  Dana, 

*  Deceased. 
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Maj.  Gen’l  Franz  Siegel,  August  26,  1863. 

“  Couch,  “  “ 

Brig.  Gen’l.  Lorenzo  Thomas,  A.  G.,  “ 

“  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Surg.  Gen’l  Hammond,  “  “ 

Col.  Geo.  A.  Crosman,  “  “ 

Gov.  A.  G.  Curtin,  “ 

*David  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  N., 

David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N., 

Capt.  Worden, 

Widow  Ad.  Foote, 

Q.  A.  Gilmore,  U.  S.  N.,  “  “ 

Mons.  Gasparin, 

“  Laboulaye,  “  “ 

“  Guerolt, 

“  Malespin,  “  “ 

Mr.  J.  E.  Cairns,  “  “  . 

“  John  Bright,  “  “ 

“  Richard  Cobden,  “  “ 

“  Tersten, 

“  Josiah  Quincy,  “  “ 

*Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  “ 

*Mr.  Robert  Trimble  (Liverpool),  “ 

*Hon.  W.  E.  Forster  (London),  “ 

*  “  William  L.  Dayton,  “ 

*  “  J.  Stuart  Mill, 

*  Gen’l  M.  C.  Meigs, 


*Adm’l  J.  C.  Dahlgren,  “  “ 

*Gen’l  Winfield  S.  Hancock,  F'ebruary  16,  1864. 
Mr.  Washington  Wilks,  1  Editors  M  , 

“  Samuel  Lucas,  /London  Star,  Malcn  3>  I8°4’ 
Baron  Jacob  Cederstrom 

(Sweden),  May  12.  1864. 

*Gen’l  G.  H.  Thomas,  December,  27,  1864. 

Hon.  Hugh  McCullough,  May  9,  1865. 

Gen’l  John  Gibbon,  August  8,  1865. 

“  Joseph  Holt,  September  11,  18 66. 


FOURTH. — “  Gold  Medal  and  Honorary  Member¬ 
ship.” 

*Hon.  William  M.  Meredith,  December  12,  1864. 

*  Deceased. 
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FIFTH.— “  Silver  Medal.” 

F.  W.  Sargent,  M.D.,  November  9,  1864. 

*Lt.  William  H.  Cushing,  U.S.N.,  December  1,  1864. 
Prof.  Goldwin  Smith,  “  “ 

Maj.  Gen’l  Henry  D.  Terry,  February  14,  1864. 
Lt.  Col.  Count  Warburg 

(Sweden),  April  12,  1864. 

*Maj.  Gen’l  A.  A.  Humphreys,  May  15,  1864. 
^Commodore  Charles  S.  Boggs,  June  29,  1864. 


SIXTH. 

*Hon.  Andrew  Johnson, 
Mr.  Lindley  Smyth, 

Joseph  B.  Townsend, 
“  Edward  C.  Knight, 
Hon.  George  H.  Boker, 
*Mr.  James  L.  Claghorn, 


Gold  Medal.” 

May  9,  1865. 
December  1,  1868. 
July  8,  1879. 

u  a 

March  9,  1880. 
December  1 1,  1883 


SEVENTH.  “Honorary  Member.” 

*Hon.  John  Welsh,  May  9,  1876. 

*  Deceased. 


Twenty-fifth 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


Board  of  Directors 


OF  THE 


Union 


Organized  December  27,  1862. 
Incorporated  March  30,  1864. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

Dando  Printing  and  Publishing  Co., 
34  South  Third  Street. 

1888. 


OFFICERS 


Elected  December  12,  1887. 


President, 

Edwin  N.  Benson. 


Vice-Presidents, 

Wieeiam  C.  Houston, 

Edwin  H.  Fiteer, 


Thomas  Doean, 
Edward  C.  Knight. 


Directors 


Sieas  W.  Pettit, 

John  L.  Lawson, 

Samuee  B.  Huey, 

T.  E.  Wiedersheim, 

JOEE  J.  BaIEY, 

Thomas  Cochran, 

Hamilton  Disston, 

Joseph 


Samuee  C.  Perkins, 
Thomas  McKean, 
John  R.  Feee, 
Winthrop  Smith, 

J.  E.  Souee, 

Samuee  S.  Sharp, 
John  F.  Stoer, 

S.  Neff. 


Treasurer, 

Thomas  Cochran. 


Secretary, 

Samuee  B.  Huey 


I  . 


Committees  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


House  Committee, 

Edwin  H.  Fitter,  Chairman. 

T.  E.  WlBDERSHElM,  WlNTHROP  SMITH, 

Thomas  Cochran,  J.  E.  Souee. 


Guest  Committee, 

WIEEIAM  C.  Houston,  Chairman. 

John  L.  Lawson,  Thomas  McKean, 

Samuee  B.  Huey,  John  R.  Feee. 


Library  Committee, 

Edward  C.  Knight,  Chairman. 

Sieas  W.  Pettit,  Samuee  S.  Sharp, 

Joee  J.  Baiey,  John  F.  Stoer. 


Publication  Committee, 

Thomas  Doean,  Chairman. 

Hamieton  Disston,  Samuee  C.  Perkins, 

Thomas  Cochran,  Joseph  S.  Neee. 


Committee  on  Membership . 


Joseph  Moore,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

AEBERT  D.  FEEE,  Secretary. 

Samuee  Beee,  R.  H.  C.  Hiee, 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Board  or  Directors 

OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


It  is  again  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
place  before  the  League  a  statement  of  its  financial 
condition,  and  a  report  as  to  the  facts  which  make 
up  the  story  of  another  year  of  corporation  life. 

The  House  has  been  kept  in  good  repair,  and 
the  furniture,  decorations  and  hangings  renewed 
wherever  use  rendered  such  an  expenditure  neces¬ 
sary.  The  Restaurant  has  been  refrescoed,  and 
the  service  in  this  department  of  the  House  has 
been  maintained  by  the  lessee,  Mr.  John  Dumler,  at 
a  standard  which  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
favorable  comment  among  members  and  visitors. 
The  House  Committee  has  been  untiring  in  its  efforts 
to  promote  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  those 

who  use  our  rooms,  and  largely  as  a  result  of  these 
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labors,  the  organization  has  to-day  the  most  inviting 
and  attractive  club  house  in  the  city. 

With  a  view  to  possible  future  extensions  of  the 
buildings,  and  as  a  protection  against  possible 
undesirable  neighbors,  the  Board  has,  during  the 
year,  purchased  for  the  League  the  premises 
No.  1416  Sansom  Street,  and  No.  1423  Moravian 
Street,  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  Assembly 
Room.  Pending  any  use  which  may  be  made  of 
these  houses,  the  rentals  received  from  them  pay 
interest  on  the  investment  over  and  above  all 
fixed  charges. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  expenditures  of  1886, 
the  purchase  of  additional  property,  and  the  outlay 
for  stands  from  which  to  view  the  Centennial  displays, 
the  report  of  the  Treasurer  herewith  submitted 
with  that  of  the  Auditors  attached,  shows  a  fair 
financial  exhibit. 

We  have  a  very  valuable  property  against  which 
there  exists  a  mortgage  debt  of  $75,000.  The 
sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  this  indebtedness 
amounts  to  $34,590.36  of  which  $22,800  is  invested. 
On  the  Sansom  and  Moravian  Streets  properties 
there  is  a  mortgage  of  $10,000.  There  is  no  other 
outstanding  indebtedness.  With  the  increased 
income  which  is  anticipated  for  the  coming  year,  the 
present  deficiency  in  the  amount  paid  over  to  the 
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sinking  fund  can  be  met,  and  all  current  expenses 
paid. 

At  the  last  stated  meeting  of  the  Board,  a  petition 
was  presented,  signed  by  over  two  hundred  of  the 
members,  asking  that  the  annual  tax  for  1888 
should  be  fixed  at  fifty  dollars.  The  reasons  for  the 
increase,  as  set  forth  in  the  petition,  commended 
themselves  to  the  judgment  of  the  Directors,  and 
a  resolution  placing  the  dues  at  the  figure  named 
was  adopted.  With  the  increased  revenue  thus 
assured,  the  incoming  Board  will  be  able  to  take 
up  and  consider  the  question  of  substituting  elec¬ 
tric  for  gas  lighting,  and  thus  increasing  the 
comfort  and  brilliancy  of  the  House,  while  reducing 
the  annual  outlay  for  light.  It  will  also  be  in  a 
position  to  take  from  the  files  and  act  upon  various 
plans  suggested,  by  members  for  adding  to  our 
equipment. 

As  has  been  the  case  for  several  years  past,  the 
roll  of  members  has  been  kept  at  its  full  limit,  and 
many  applicants  are  waiting  for  action  upon  their 
names  as  vacancies  occur.  All  the  good  results 
which  were  anticipated  when  the  present  limit  was 
determined  upon  have  been  realized.  Membership 
is  now  too  valuable  to  be  forfeited,  and  no  cases  of 
disorderly  conduct  have  been  presented  to  the 
Board  for  action  during  the  year.  But  few  resig- 
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nations  have  been  received,  and  only  two  names 
were  posted  for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  Board 
is  advised  of  several  proposed  amendments  to  the 
By-Laws,  looking  towards  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  members  ;  and  while  it  appreciates  the  natural 
desire  of  those  who  have  nominated  candidates 
to  hasten  the  time  when  the  names  of  these 
candidates  can  be  acted  on,  it  cannot  but 
deprecate  any  movement  which  may  interfere  with 
the  present  healthy  condition  of  the  organization,  and 
which  is  not  necessary  from  any  material  standpoint. 

If  any  change  is  to  be  made  it  should  be  carefully 
guarded. 

One  of  the  proposed  amendments  looks  to  a 
gradual  extinction  of  the  correspondent  class, 
while  giving  the  opportunity  of  becoming  active 
members  to  those  now  on  that  roll.  Experience 
in  this  and  the  New  York  League  has  shown 
that  the  correspondent  system  is  liable  to  grave 
abuse,  and  is  in  many  respects  a  practical  injus¬ 
tice  to  the  active  members  who  pay  full  dues;  and 
the  New  York  organization,  some  time  since,  took 
the  step  now  suggested  to  us.  If  any  change  is 
thought  desirable  at  the  present  time,  the  Board 
recommends  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  rather  than 
a  simple  increase  in  the  number  of  members. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  importance  of  the  whole 
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subject,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  knowing  what  the 
effect  of  the  proposed  amendments,  if  carried,  will 
be,  the  Board  has  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  recommend  that,  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  December,  1888,  the  limit  of  the 
whole  number  of  active  members  shall  be  definitely 
fixed  as  may  then  be  determined  upon  by  the  League, 
subject  to  the  usual  provisions  for  amending  the  By- 
Laws. 

This  course  would  postpone  definite  action  upon 
the  limit  for  one  year,  and  give  ample  time  for  full 
discussion  and  deliberate  decision. 

The  amendments  suggested  with  reference  to  the 
payment  of  dues  would  seem  to  tend  to  a  more 
systematic  and  business-like  transaction  of  the  mon¬ 
etary  part  of  our  club  life,  and  are  worthy  of  consid¬ 
eration. 

With  a  desire  to  show  special  courtesy  to  our 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  to  the  representatives  of 
foreign  governments,  the  Board  has  passed  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
and  the  Marine  Corps  of  the  United  States,  and 
Consuls  of  Foreign  Governments  (not  being  citizens 
of  the  United  States)  duly  accredited  to  this  port, 
may  hereafter,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Membership  and  the  approval  of 
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the  Board  of  Directors,  and  upon  the  payment 
of  an  annual  tax  of  thirty  dollars,  or  such  other 
sum  as  may  hereafter  from  time  to  time  be  fixed 
by  the  Board,  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
the  League  House,  and  be  placed  on  a  roll  known 
as  “The  Army,  Navy  and  Consular  Roll.” 

Rule  XIX.  of  the  Board  of  Directors  has  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  discussion  and  corre¬ 
spondence  that  the  Board  has  revised  it,  and  it  now 
reads,  “  Any  member  who  has  paid  an  entrance  fee 
and  the  annual  tax  for  one  year,  who  is  about  to 
be  and  shall  actually  remain  absent  from  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  in  a  foreign  country  for  a  continuous 
period  of  at  least  one  year,  may,  on  application  to, 
and  by  vote  of,  the  Board  of  Directors,  have  his 
annual  tax  reduced  one-half  during  the  period  of  his 
absence.”  Under  this  wording,  most  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  heretofore  met  in  the  construction  of  the 
rule  will  be  avoided. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  we  carried  on  our 
rolls  the  names  of  1250  members  and  133  corre¬ 
spondents  ;  we  now  report  1250  members  and  163 
correspondents,  a  gain  of  30  correspondents. 
During  the  year  41  members  and  45  corre¬ 
spondents  have  been  elected.  Meanwhile,  20 
resignations  have  been  presented  and  accepted  ; 
19  members  have  died;  two  have  been  sus- 


pended  for  non-payment  of  dues;  and  21  have 
paid  half  dues  under  Rule  XIX.  In  our  present 
condition  the  Committee  on  Membership  has  been 
free  to  exercise  the  most  careful  scrutiny,  and  it  is 
believed  that  all  the  new  members  whom  we  have 
welcomed  this  year  will  prove  valuable  and  accept¬ 
able  friends  and  companions. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that 
the  library  has  been  maintained  in  good  order,  and 
that  a  full  supply  of  newspapers,  magazines  and 
periodicals  has  been  purchased.  We  subscribe  to 

and  receive  26  foreign  and  domestic  dailies,  60 

/ 

foreign  and  domestic  weeklies,  13  foreign  and 
domestic  weekly  illustrated  papers,  and  37  foreign 
and  domestic  monthlies  and  quarterlies.  A  full  list 
accompanies  this  report,  and  will  be  printed  with  it. 

The  expenditures  in  this  committee  Have  been 
$1,177.82. 

The  Art  Association  continues  its  pleasant  mission 
of  beautifying  and  adorning  the  House.  During  the 
year  it  has  presented  to  the  League  a  bronze  group 
of  horsemen,  which  is  claimed  to  be  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  Russian  bronze  that  has  yet  been  brought  to 
America,  and  a  bronze  group  of  runners  mounted  on 
an  inlaid  pedestal. 

In  value  these  bronzes  are  quite  equal  to  the 
presentations  of  any  year  since  the  Association  was 
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formed.  The  report  to  the  Board  shows  an  increased 
membership,  and  the  Directors  again  recommend 
this  movement  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the 
members  of  the  League. 

Pursuant  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the  last  annual 
meeting,  three  of  the  present  members  of  the  Board, 
Messrs.  Richard  A.  Lewis,  Jas.  B.  Agnew  and  Merle 
Middleton,  have  declined  re-nomination. 

A  special  report  on  the  subject  of  elections  of 
officers  is  herewith  presented. 

The  social  life  of  the  League  has  been  unusually 
brilliant. 

In  February,  much  to  the  gratification  of  his  many 
friends,  Edwin  H.  Fitler,  one  of  our  Vice-Presidents, 
was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  the  League,  on 
April  2 1  st,  tendered  him  a  reception  in  honor  of  the 
event.  He  accepted  the  compliment,  and  the  enter¬ 
tainment  was  the  occasion  of  a  reunion  of  almost  all 
of  our  members  and  of  many  distinguished  visitors. 
It  must  have  been  as  gratifying  to  Mr.  Fitler  as  it 
was  enjoyable  to  those  who  on  that  evening  gave 
him  their  congratulations. 

In  June,  July  and  August,  subscription  concerts 
were  given,  which  made  our  halls  very  attractive  to 
those  who  remained  in  the  city  during  those  months. 

After  much  laborious  but  patriotic  preparation, 
in  which  many  of  our  members  were  conspicuous, 
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the  Centennial  of  the  promulgation  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  United  States  was  celebrated  in  this  city 
on  September  1 5th,  1 6th  and  1 7th.  Our  Constitution 
stands  among  civilized  governments  as  the  solitary 
form  and  example  of  a  framework  of  administration 
and  system  of  rule,  which,  since  its  adoption,  has 
needed  no  essential  changes,  and  which  has  chal¬ 
lenged  the  concurrent  admiration  and  eulogy  of  the 
best  publicists.  Age  has  but  added  to  its  strength,  and 
population  to  its  stability.  Framed  for  a  few  sparsely 
settled  colonies,  it  has  been  found  to  be  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  a  nation  ;  and  the  people  gladly  took 
up  the  suggestion  that  its  Centennial  should  be 
celebrated  with  fitting  pomp  and  ceremony.  The 
League  lent  itself  with  enthusiasm  to  the  task  of 
making  the  event  a  memorable  one.  It  threw  open 
its  doors  to  the  guests  who  crowded  our  city,  and 
on  the  evening  of  September  1 6th  gave  a  grand 
reception  to  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine 
Corps,  and  National  Guard.  The  veterans  of  the  late 
war,  the  officers  now  in  service,  and  the  citizen 
soldiery,  from  all  sections  of  the  nation,  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  peace  and  order  of  the  States,  thronged 
the  building,  and  partook  of  the  hospitality 
so  lavishly  provided  by  the  Committee  in  charge. 
All  rejoiced  in  the  thought  of  the  past  of  our  country, 
and  in  the  belief  that  what  had  been  accomplished 
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was  but  the  prophetic  promise  of  the  future.  The 
three  days  of  celebration  were  a  beneficent  educator 
to  us  all,  and  in  compelling  our  attention  to  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  its  underlying  principles, 
made  us  more  intelligently  appreciative  of  our  polit¬ 
ical  institutions. 

In  October,  the  monument  to  Pennsylvania’s  great 
soldier  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  was  unveiled  in 
the  Park,  and  on  the  evening  of  October  1 8th,  the 
Meade  Memorial  Reception  was  given  in  the 
League,  and  again  the  best  of  our  citizens  and  of 
the  soldiery  mingled  in  social  intercourse. 

In  November,  a  delegation  of  members  of  the 
British  Parliament,  accompanied  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Peace  Association  of  London,  came  to  this 
country  to  advocate  the  making  of  a  treaty  through 
which  all  international  disputes  may  hereafter  be 
settled  by  arbitration.  From  the  time  of  the  Peace 
Congress  held  in  Europe  thirty  years  ago,  there 
has  been  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  an  endeavor, 
more  or  less  persistent,  in  aid  of  universal  peace. 
During  these  years  there  have  been  European 
wars  of  great  magnitude  and  our  own  civil  strife ; 
and  yet  the  principle  involved  was  so  deeply 
imbedded  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  those  interested, 
that  it  has  never  been  lost  sight  of.  Great  issues 
between  nations  must  be  settled  by  diplomacy  or 
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war,  and  war  is  such  a  terrible  alternative  that 
modern  statesmanship  is  making  earnest  efforts 
in  the  line  of  agreements  for  arbitrations.  Whatever 
tends  to  the  abolition  of  war  will  be  a  supreme 
advance  in  civilization.  The  active  and  intelligent 
people  of  this  country  and  Great  Britain  are  feeling 
the  force  of  the  arguments  of  philanthropy  and 
economy  in  this  direction,  and  hoping  that  an 
understanding  will  be  arrived  at  which,  if  it  will 
not  absolutely  prevent,  will  at  least  lessen,  the 
frequency  of  wars.  The  League  emphasized  its 
adhesion  to  this  hope  by  extending  to  the  British 
delegation  a  cordial  greeting  on  the  evening  of 
November  7th. 

Later  in  the  month,  the  French  naval  vessel 
Minerve,  anchored  in  the  Delaware,  and  the  League, 
as  an  expression  of  the  kindly  feelings  of  America 
to  France,  added  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  officers 
visiting  our  port  by  entertaining  them  on  the 
evening  of  November  23d. 

Early  in  the  spring,  Edwin  N.  Benson,  President 
of  the  League,  sailed  for  Europe,  where  he  remained 
for  some  months.  On  his  return,  the  Board,  with 
the  hearty  approval  of  the  members  of  the  League, 
tendered  him  a  reception  as  an  expression  of  its 
congratulations  upon  his  safe  return  to  the  country 
and  to  his  duties  as  President.  He  accepted  the 
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compliment,  and  on  the  evening  of  November  28th, 
the  members  filled  the  house  as  they  came  to  wel¬ 
come  one  who  has  deserved  so  well  of  the  League. 

The  year  has  thus  been  a  busy  one,  and  its 
events  have  strengthened  the  position  and  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  League  as  a  social  force. 

In  its  last  report,  the  Board  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  about 
to  pass  under  the  provisions  of  a  new  Act  of 
Assembly,  which  would  greatly  modify  its  form 
of  government,  and  that  under  this  Act  the 
office  of  Mayor  would  be  one  of  such  dignity  and 
power,  that  the  question  of  the  selection  •  of  a 
candidate  by  the  Republican  party  was  one  worthy 
of  the  gravest  consideration.  Responsive  to  this 
suggestion,  the  annual  meeting  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  meet  with  committees  from  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  as  a  result  of  the  conferences  which 
ensued,  Mr.  Edwin  H.  Fitler  was  nominated.  He 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  since  his 
induction  into  office,  has  been  serving  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  our  citizens,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity 
to  form  a  candid  judgment  as  to  the  working  of  the 
new  Charter.  The  step  taken  by  the  League  was 
one  in  accord  with  its  record  ;  and  the  recognition 
of  the  importance  of  its  wishes  and  demands,  was 
most  gratifying  to  your  management. 


State  elections  have  been  held  in  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  several  of  the 
Southern  States.  Every  State  and  local  election 
in  this  country  is  estimated  in  reference  to  the  rela¬ 
tive  strengthof  the  national  parties  which  it  discloses, 
and  as  an  indication  of  national  results.  There  was 
peculiar  interest  in  the  late  elections,  arising  from  a 
general  ignorance  of  the  influence  of  certain  factors 
in  the  actual  political  situation,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  forecast  results.  Now,  however,  that  these  results 
are  known,  their  significance  is  plain. 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  gave  increased  Republican 
majorities,  New  Jersey  elected  a  Republican  Legis¬ 
lature,  and  Virginia  went  Republican  on  the  legisla¬ 
tive  vote.  Elsewhere,  the  returns  show  that  the 
dominant  parties  have  maintained  their  respective 
positions  in  the  political  held.  The  contest  of  1888 
will  be  fought  on  the  issues  which  have  heretofore 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  voters,  with  the  addition 
of  Prohibition  as  a  possible  determining  factor.  The 
Republican  Party  in  this  State  has  demanded  the 
submission  of  this  question  to  the  popular  vote,  and 
the  verdict  to  be  rendered  by  that  vote  is  one  in 
which  every  member  of  the  League  must  have  a 
deep  interest.  The  reduced  Democratic  majority 
in  the  Congress  now  in  session  is  a  hopeful  sign  in 
connection  with  any  attempts  at  tariff  legislation  ; 
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and  yet,  the  necessity  of  watchfulness  on  this  point 
must  not  be  overlooked.  The  attitude  of  the 
Administration  is  undoubtedly  favorable  to  free 
trade,  even  at  the  expense  of  great  American  indus¬ 
tries  ;  and  believing  as  we  do  that  a  protective  tariff, 
as  defined  in  the  last  annual  report,  is  a  necessity 
to  our  national  prosperity,  it  is  most  earnestly  urged 
that  attention  shall  not  be  diverted  from  this  vital 
issue  in  national  politics.  Shrewd  observers  declare 
that  if  New  York  Republicans  had  taken  a  position 
on  pending  questions  abreast  with  Pennsylvania, 
the  recent  election  in  that  State  would  have  resulted 
differently.  They  further  express  the  opinion  that 
it  is  entirely  feasible  to  so  shape  a  platform  and 
policy  as  to  place  New  York  in  line  next  year.  If 
they  are  right,  we  should  elect  the  next  President. 
Believing,  as  your  Directors  do,  that  such  an  event 
would  tend  to  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  country,  they  close  this  report  with  the 
expression  of  the  conviction — that  the  Republicans 
of  the  nation  can  win  in  the  next  contest  if  they  are 
alive  to  the  exigencies  of  the  situation,  and  will  con¬ 
form  to  the  now  oft-repeated  wish  of  the  people 
for  a  clean  ticket,  nominated  on  a  platform  which 
shall  proclaim  in  manly  tones,  adhesion  to  the  well- 
tested  economic  principles  which  have  so  often 
carried  our  flag  to  victory,  and  to  the  advanced 


* 
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position  on  great  moral  ideas  which  is  the  natural 
heritage  of  our  party. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Samuel  B.  Huey, 

Secretary. 
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THOMAS  COCHRAN,  Treasurer. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  i,  1887. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia: 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Union 
League  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1887,  compared 
them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  cor¬ 
rect.  They  present  in  the  aggregate  the  following 
figures  : 


Cash  on  hand  Decembei  i,  1886 
Entrance  fee  from  52  members  . 


@  $50 


Annual  tax . 

1887, 

1231 

40  . 

.  $49,240 

OO 

Half-annual  tax . 

1887, 

12 

20  . 

240 

OO 

Annual  tax  under  Rule  19  .  . 

1887, 

21 

@ 

20  . 

420 

OO 

Annual  tax . 

1886, 

3 

@ 

40  . 

120 

OO 

Annual  tax . 

1876, 

1 

40  . 

40 

OO 

Annual  tax,  correspondents  .  . 

1886, 

3 

@ 

20  . 

60 

OO 

Annual  tax,  correspondents  .  . 

1887, 

159 

@ 

20  . 

OJ 

M 

00 

0 

OO 

Annual  tax,  correspondents  .  . 

1887, 

3 

40  . 

120 

OO 

Annual  tax,  correspondents  (on 

account) . 

1888, 

1 

20  . 

20 

OO 

Received  from  Billiards . $2,726  26 

Received  from  Bowling  Alley .  70  80 

Received  from  rent  of  Assembly  Hall  and  Private  Din¬ 
ing  Rooms .  717  50 

Received  from  Interest,  Expenses,  etc .  830  41 

Received  for  Account  Sinking  Fund,  Interest  on  In¬ 
vestments  . • .  i)i35  00 

Received  for  Account  of  Publication  Fund,  Interest  on 

Investments .  120  00 

Received  from  Rents,  1416  Sansom  Street .  180  00 

Received  from  Rents,  1423  Moravian  Street .  60  00 


$8,264  17 
2,600  00 


-$53,440  00 


5)839  97 


(21) 


$70,144  14 


22 


Amount  brought  forward . $70,144  14 

EXPENDITURES. 

Billiards,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Supplies  and  Repairs  .  $2,447  81 

Bowling  Alley,  Wages  of  Attendants .  102  00 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds .  3,750  00 

Household  Effects .  5,861  98 

Library  Committee .  1,177  82 

Publication  Fund .  75  00 

Alterations  and  Additions .  5,849  50 

Real  Estate,  Sansom  and  Moravian  Streets  .  .  .  1,666  17 

Taxes  and  Water  Rent  . .  3,476  61 

Repairs  to  League  House .  4,785  59 

Repairs  to  Household  Effects .  1,462  54 

Stock  Indicators,  Telephone,  etc .  984  00 

Electric  Lights .  607  54 

Gas .  5,507  07 

Fuel .  2,061  91 

!ce . .  .  1,744  30 

Salaries  and  Wages  and  Board  of  Employees  ....  14,700  80 

Entertainments,  Lunches  and  Centennial  Stand.  .  .  .  1,865  °6 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.  :  Garden,  License,  Uni¬ 
forms,  Advertising,  Printing,  Postage,  Stationery, 

etc.,  etc .  3,851  62 

- 61,977  32 


Balance  of  Cash  on  hand . $8,166  82 


The  Auditors  have  examined  and  found  correct 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  the  following 
securities  : 

FOR  SINKING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

Union  League  5  per  cent,  coupon  bonds,  $500  each.  Interest  Jan¬ 
uary  and  July,  due  July  1,  1889,  Nos.  17,  28,  29,30,  37,40 

and  145  to  150 . $6,000  00 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  coupon  bond.  Interest  15th  June 

and  December,  due  1897,  No.  2225 .  1,000  00 

The  Fairmount  Park  and  Delaware  River  Passenger  Railway  Co. 
coupon  bonds.  Interest  June  and  December.  Twenty  years 
5  per  cent,  bonds,  $500  each.  Nos.  34,  53,  54,  57,  61,  71, 
113,115,127,  132,  135,  151,  154,  161,  162,  193,  195  ..  .  8,500  00 

The  Schuylkill  River  East  Side  gold  5  per  cent.  R.  R.  bonds,  guar¬ 
anteed  by  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co.  Interest  June  and  December 
$1000  each,  Nos.  4276,4277,  4278,4279,4360,  4361,  4362  .  7,000  00 


PUBLICATION  FUND. 


$22,500  OO 


Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  coupon  bonds.  Interest  15th 

June  and  December,  due  1897,  Nos.  2223  and  2224  .  .  .  ,  $2,000  00 

Lee  Roy  Kramer,  ^ 

George  H.  North,  V  Auditors. 

Abraham  S.  Patterson,  J 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP 


FOR  THE  PAST 

YEAR. 

Active. 

Non- 

Resident. 

Corre¬ 

spondent 

Membership,  December  i,  1886 . 

1187 

35 

133 

Elected  and  qualified  during  1887  / . 

52 

•  • 

43 

1239 

Non-  Corre- 

Aetive.  Resident,  spondent. 

35 

176 

Resigned  ....  18  2 

Deceased  ....  19  .  .  4 

Dropped  ....  .  .  .  .  1 

Suspended  .  .  1  1 

Withdrawn  ...  .  .  .  .  19 

38 

3 

24 

1201 

32 

152 

Active  to  Non-Resident  (Rule  T9)  .... 

II 

1 1 

II90 

43 

Non-Resident  to  Active  (Rule  19)  .... 

23 

23 

Active  Membership,  December  1, 1887  .  .  . 

1213 

20 — 

1233 

Active  Members  elected  and  not  yet  qualified 

17 

Total  .  . 

•  1250 

Correspondents,  December  1,  1887 . 

•  152 

Correspondents  elected  and  not  yet  qualified  . 

Total . • . 163 

The  following  table  shows  the  active  membership 
of  the  League  from  1863  to  1887  : 


1863 . 

. 968 

1864  . 

1865 . 

. 1760 

1866 . 

. I97° 

1867 . 

. 1805 

1868 . 

. 1765 

1869 . 

. 1858 

1870 . 

. 1746 

1871  . 

. 1740 

1872 . 

1873 . 

1874 . 

. 1660 

1875 . 

. 1558 

1876 . 

. 1434 

1877 . 

. 1181 

1878 . 

. 874 

1879 . 

.....  851 

1880  . 

. 938 

1881 . 

. 978 

1882 . 

. 1081 

1883  . 

. ii53 

1884 . 

. 1213 

1885 . 

. 1250 

1886 . 

. 1250 

1887 . 

. 1250 

(23) 


-^Abstract  from  Report  of  Library  Eommittee.-^ 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines 
and  other  periodicals  now  subscribed  to  : 

ENGLISH. 


All  the  Year  Round. 
Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 
The  London  Punch. 

The  London  Weekly  Times. 
The  London  Graphic. 

The  London  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall  Budget. 

The  Spectator. 

The  Field  and  Farm. 

The  Nineteenth  Century. 
Longman’s  Magazine. 

The  Westminster  Review. 


The  Edinburgh  Review. 

The  Quarterly  Review. 

The  Fortnightly  Review. 

The  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Blackwood’s  Magazine. 

Sporting  and  Dramatic  News. 

The  Illustrated  Zeitung,  German. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 
Le  Monde  Illustre. 


AMERICAN. 


Harper’s  Monthly. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

The  Century,  3  copies. 

The  American  Magazine. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

North  American  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
Financial  and  Commercial  Chronicle. 
Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News. 
Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 

Scientific  American  and  Supplement. 
Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Army  and  Navy  Register. 

Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

The  American, 
life. 

Forest  and  Stream. 


The  Nation. 

Postal  Guide  of  the  United  States. 
American  Naturalist. 

New  Princeton  Review. 

Penn  a.  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography. 

Journal  of  the  Military  Service  In¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 
Political  Science  Quarterly. 

Library  Notes. 

Public  Service  Review. 

Iron  Age. 

Public  Opinion. 

Judge. 

Scribner’s. 

Shakespeariana. 

Outing. 

Forum  Magazine. 

Bird  Call. 

Cook’s  Studio. 

Art  Review. 

Legal  Intelligencer. 
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WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 

Railway  World. 

Commercial  List  and  Price  Current. 
Taggart’s  Sunday  Times,  7  copies. 
Sunday  Republic,  4  copies. 

Sunday  Transcript,  6  copies. 

Sunday  World,  5  copies. 

Sunday  Mercury,  3  copies. 

Sunday  Record,  7  copies. 

Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

Sunday  Press,  10  copies. 

Sunday  Times  (McClure’s),  8  copies. 
Sunday  News,  9  copies. 

Sunday  N.  V.  Herald,  5  copies. 


Sunday  N.  Y.  Tribune,  8  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Times,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  Sun,  5  copies. 
Sunday  N.  Y.  World,  5  copies. 
Sunday  Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 
Sunday  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat. 
The  Morning  Journal  (N.  Y. ), 
1  copy. 

Weekly  Bulletin. 

Bradstreet’s. 

Quaker  City  Guide. 

Postal  Guide. 

The  Sporting  Life,  1  copy. 

The  Voice. 


DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


North  American,  5  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  7  copies. 

Inquirer,  5  copies. 

The  Times,  7  copies. 

The  Press,  10  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  25  copies — 4  1st 
edition,  21  6th  edition. 

Evening  Bulletin,  27  copies — 4  1st 
edition,  2  3d  edition, 21  5th  edition. 
Evening  Call,  19  copies — 4  1st  edi¬ 
tion,  15  last  edition. 

Evening  Star,  6  copies. 

The  Daily  News,  9  copies. 

New  York  Herald,  5  copies. 

Daily  Cornu 


New  York  Tribune,  8  copies.. 

New  York  Times,  5  copies. 

New  York  World,  5  copies. 

New  York  Graphic,  1  copy-. 

New  York  Sun,  5  copies. 

The  Morning  Journal  (N.  Y.),  1 
copy. 

New  York  Commercial  Advertiser 
1  copy. 

New  York  Evening  Post,  2  copies. 
N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  1  copy. 
Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 
Boston  Morning  Journal. 

St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 
l!  Bulletin. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


IN  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  By-Laws,  the 
Board  submits  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  ist,  1888. 

Acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Directors,  the  House 
Committee  has  pursued  the  plan  of  gradually  improving  the 
character  of  the  interior  fittings  of  the  house  and  increasing 
its  convenience  and  usefulness.  The  porch,  opening  from  the 
billiard-room  and  connecting  the  main  hallway  with  the  as¬ 
sembly-room  staircase,  has  been  enclosed  in  glass,  thus 
making  a  sun-parlor  for  use  in  winter,  and  furnishing  a  pro¬ 
tection  to  members  and  guests  in  passing  between  the  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  building.  The  partitions  are  movable,  and 
can  be  taken  down  in  mild  and  summer  weather.  New  furni¬ 
ture  has  been  placed  in  the  billiard-room  and  restaurant.  The 
private  dining-room  on  the  second  floor,  opening  out  of  the 
banquet-room,  has  been  made  ready  for  use.  The  brick  of 
the  old  building  and  all  outside  woodwork  has  been  repainted, 
a  new  tin  roof  put  upon  the  main  building,  and  all  the 
woodwork  thoroughly  examined,  and,  where  necessary,  re¬ 
paired.  The  house  has  been  wired  throughout  for  electric 
lighting,  and  the  gas  fixtures  altered  so  as  to  be  available  for 
both  gas  and  electric  lighting.  The  smoking-room  has  been 
thoroughly  renovated — all  the  woodwork  having  been  torn 
out  and  replaced  with  solid  mahogany.  New  furniture  for 
this  room  has  been  made  from  special  designs,  and  the  general 
effect  of  the  improvement  has  been  the  subject  of  universal 
commendation. 
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It  is  intended  to  renovate  the  parlor  during  the  coming 
year,  and  when  it  is  put  in  order  the  first  floor  of  the  house 
will  compare  favorably  with  the  most  modern  and  luxurious 
buildings  in  the  city.  The  policy  of  making  the  changes  in 
one  room  at  a  time  has  enabled  the  committee  to  carry  out  its 
plans  without  serious  inconvenience  to  the  members  and  yet 
accomplish  all  that  the  most  progressive  of  the  membership 
have  hoped  for  in  the  matter  of  interior  finish  and  decoration. 
Before  the  first  of  the  coming  year  it  is  believed  that  the  Edi¬ 
son  Electric  Light  Company,  with  which  the  contract  for  fur¬ 
nishing  the  electrical  current  has  been  made,  will  have  finished 
its  plant,  and  the  house  be  flooded  with  a  soft  incandescent 
electric  light.  Aside  from  the  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  light  over  gas,  much  is  hoped  for  in  the  matter  of  ven¬ 
tilation  and  the  temperature  of  the  library  and  second-story 
reading-room,  as  a  result  of  this  change.  The  money  to  pay 
for  the  work  thus  accomplished  by  the  House  Committee 
has  come  from  the  increased  annual  tax  and  other  monetary 
changes  authorized  at  the  last  annual  meeting. 

No  special  use  has  yet  been  made  of  the  properties  No. 
1416  Sansom  Street  and  No.  1423  Moravian  Street,  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  which  was  reported  last  year,  but  they  are  held  for 
possible  future  extensions  of  the  buildings,  and  as  a  protec¬ 
tion  against  undesirable  neighbors. 

The  attention  of  the  members  is  called  to  the  Treasurer’s 
Report  and  that  of  the  Auditors,  which  are  herewith  sub¬ 
mitted  and  which  show  a  very  healthy  financial  condition 
in  view  of  the  heavy  outlays  for  special  improvements  above 
referred  to.  The  $75,000  five  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  League 
mature  July  1st,  1889.  There  is  in  the  sinking  fund  the  sum 
of  $48,029.29  with  which  to  pay  off  these  bonds,  in  cases  where 
payment  is  demanded.  Should  it  be  deemed  wise  to  pay 
them  all,  the  money  needed  to  make  up  the  relatively  small 
deficiency  can  readily  be  obtained  on  favorable  terms. 

The  Board  recommends  the  passage  of  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  : — 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  incoming  Board  be  and  is  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  and  empowered  to  arrange  for  an  extension  of  the 
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five  per  cent,  loan  of  the  Union  League  maturing  July  ist, 
1889,  or  any  part  thereof,  if,  in  its  judgment,  such  a  course 
should  be  desirable,  upon  such  terms  as  it  shall  arrange 
for.” 

The  changes  made  in  the  By-Laws  at  the  last  annual  meet¬ 
ing  have  proven  of  decided  advantage.  Dues  have  generally 
been  paid  with  promptness,  and  the  duties  of  the  Treasurer 
have  been  correspondingly  lightened  as  contrasted  with  pre¬ 
vious  years.  The  tax  for  the  next  year  has  been  fixed  at  fifty 
dollars.  Seventy-two  correspondents  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  becoming  members,  and  hereafter  we  will 
not  have  any  correspondents  on  our  roll.  The  membership 
has  been  kept  at  its  full  limit,  and  many  applicants  are  waiting 
for  action  upon  their  names  as  vacancies  occur.  In  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  resolutions  of  last  year  it  will  be  necessary  for 
this  annual  meeting  to  definitely  fix  the  limit  of  membership. 
Two  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  providing  for  this  limit 
have  been  posted,  and  will  be  submitted  for  consideration. 
In  so  far  as  the  Board  may  with  propriety  express  an  opin¬ 
ion,  it  is  in  favor  of  not  exceeding  the  higher  of  the  two 
figures  suggested.  As  heretofore  stated,  a  club  is  always  in 
a  healthy  condition  when  a  large  number  of  applicants  are 
waiting  for  admission.  Membership  in  such  a  case  is  too 
valuable  to  be  lightly  forfeited  or  carelessly  given  up.  Make 
anything  material  difficult  of  acquisition  and  it  becomes  to 
the  average  mind  desirable  and  important.  The  army,  navy, 
and  consular  roll  is  gradually  being  filled  with  names  of  men 
whose  connection  with  the  organization  is  both  pleasant  and 
creditable  to  the  membership  at  large. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  we  carried  on  our  rolls  the 
names  of  1250  members  and  163  correspondents.  During 
the  year  66  members  have  been  elected,  25  have  died,  32  have 
resigned,  7  have  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  6 
have  paid  half  dues  under  Rule  XIX.,  and  72  correspondents 
have  become  members.  Our  present  number  of  members, 
including  former  correspondents  who  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  privilege  granted  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  is  1322. 
There  are  187  applicants  for  admission. 
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The  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  the  Committee  on 
Membership  for  its  continued  watchful  care  in  the  matter  of 
recommendations  to  the  Board. 

The  report  of  the  Library  Committee  shows  that  the  library 
has  been  maintained  in  good  order,  and  that  an  increased 
supply  of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  periodicals  has  been 
purchased.  We  subscribe  to  and  receive  32  foreign  and  do¬ 
mestic  dailies,  64  foreign  and  domestic  weeklies,  14  foreign 
and  domestic  weekly  illustrated  papers,  and  41  foreign  and 
domestic  monthlies  and  quarterlies.  A  detailed  statement  of 
these  publications  accompanies  this  report.  The  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  use  of  the  library  and  reading-rooms  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  is  worthy  of  mention.  The  expenditures  of  this  Com¬ 
mittee  have  been  $3764.02.  Fifty-two  new  books  have  been 
added  during  the  year. 

Pursuant  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the  League  for  an  an¬ 
nual  change  in  the  membership  of  the  Board,  three  of  your 
officers  have  declined  re-election.  They  are  Edwin  N.  Ben¬ 
son,  Edward  C.  Knight,  and  Hamilton  Disston. 

Mr.  Benson  was  for  six  years  a  Vice-President,  and  for  the 
past  four  years  has  been  the  President,  of  the  League.  He  has 
been  actively  identified  with  all  of  the  important  labors  of 
the  League,  and  has  contributed  freely  of  his  time  and 
counsel  towards  its  present  position  of  power  and  influence. 
It  is  given  to  but  few  men  to  so  impress  their  individuality 
upon  any  institution  as  Mr.  Benson  has  upon  this  one.  His 
unswerving  devotion  to  Republican  principles  and  his  strict 
adherence  to  duty  have  made  a  strong  background  for  the 
courtesy  and  tact  which  have  endeared  him  to  us  all.  We  all 
knew  that  back  of  language  and  act  was  character. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  the  Board  announces  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  office. 

Mr.  Knight  is  one  of  our  foremost  citizens,  and  one  of  the 
original  members  of  this  institution.  Faithfulness  has  been 
the  distinctive  mark  which  he  has  made  in  connection  with 
every  duty  and  every  trust  which  during  his  long  life  has  de¬ 
volved  upon  him.  Equally  at  home  in  business,  in  finance, 
in  politics,  and  in  the  amenities  of  social  life,  his  name  a  syn- 
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onym  for  integrity  and  power,  he  has  been  an  invaluable  offi¬ 
cer,  and  will  be  greatly  missed.  Fortunately  he  is  still  with 
us,  “  his  eye  not  dim  nor  his  natural  force  ^abated,”  and  the 
best  wishes  of  every  member  of  the  League  for  his  continued 
health  and  prosperity  go  with  him  in  his  retirement. 

Mr.  Disston  has  been  a  Director  for  some  years,  but  his 
pressing  engagements  elsewhere  have  prevented  his  giving  the 
attention  to  League  matters  which  his  inclinations  prompted. 
His  sound  judgment  has,  however,  always  been  at  the  service 
of  his  colleagues,  and  in  many  ways  his  connection  with  the 
management  has  been  advantageous  to  the  organization. 

We  shall  be  indeed  fortunate  if  the  successors  of  these  gen- 
tlemen  act  their  parts  as  these  have  done. 

Pursuant  to  the  direction  of  the  League,  the  Board  has 
formulated  a  by-law  regulating  the  subject  of  rotation  in  office 
and  will  submit  the  same  to  this  meeting,  in  a  special  report. 

On  December  27th,  1887,  the  League  celebrated  its  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  feature  of 
the  evening  was  an  address  by  the  Hon.  George  H,  Boker, 
which  was  worthy  of  its  author  and  of  the  occasion.  The 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  were  printed,  and  copies  of  the 
publication  have  been  placed  in  your  hands.  They  are  well 
worth  preserving. 

On  August  5th,  1888,  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  one  of 
our  honorary  members,  died.  He  it  was  of  whom  General 
Grant  said,  “As  a  soldier,  as  a  commander  of  troops,  as  a  man 
capable  of  doing  all  that  is  possible  with  any  number  of  men, 
there  is  no  man  greater  than  Sheridan.  He  belongs  to  the 
very  first  rank  of  soldiers,  not  only  of  our  country,  but  of  the 
world.”  He  served  his  country  faithfully  to  the  end,  and  we 
look  back  with  grateful  pride  upon  the  record  of  his  high 
achievements  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  and  upon  his  connection 
with  the  League. 

The  Art  Association  has  been  quietly  pursuing  its  work  of 
collecting  money  for  the  adornment  of  the  interior  of  the 
House,  and  announces  that  it  is  in  negotiation  for  some  im¬ 
portant  works  of  art  which  it  expects  to  present  during  the 
coming  year. 
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The  labors  of  this  Association  have  been  so  obviously  for 
the  benefit  of  the  League,  that  the  Board  again  cordially 
commends  it  to  the  kindly  consideration  of  the  membership. 

On  November  13th,  as  a  compliment  to  the  party  and  to 
the  men,  your  Board  elected  the  successful  candidates,  Gen. 
Benjamin  Harrison  and  Hon.  Levi  P.  Morton,  honorary  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Union  League.  Both  gentlemen  have  accepted 
the  honor  thus  conferred  on  them. 

On  the  evening  of  November  17th  the  Republicans  of 
Philadelphia  celebrated  the  success  of  November  6th,  by  a 
grand  street  parade.  The  League  invited  the  Vice-President¬ 
elect,  General  Alger,  ex-Senators  Miller  and  Platt,  and  other 
distinguished  gentlemen  to  be  its  guests  on  that  occasion, 
and  their  presence  led  to  an  informal  reception  which  gave 
our  members  an  opportunity  of  becoming  personally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  visitors. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  Board  refers  to  the  political 
events  of  the  year,  and  calls  attention  to  the  victory  which 
has  been  won  by  the  Republican  party.  When  the  last  re¬ 
port  was  read  the  Democracy  seemed  to  be  thoroughly  in¬ 
trenched  in  its  possession  of  the  Government,  and  the  outlook 
for  its  continuance  in  power  was  favorable.  The  best  that 
could  be  said  was  that  the  reduced  Democratic  majority  in 
Congress  was  a  hopeful  sign  in  connection  with  any  attempts 
at  tariff  legislation  ;  and  that  if  the  Republicans  would  nomi¬ 
nate  a  clean  ticket,  and  proclaim  their  adhesion  to  the  well- 
tested  economic  principles  which  had  been  so  potent  for  good 
in  our  national  affairs,  there  was  a  possibility  of  recovering 
the  ground  lost  in  1884.  We  knew  that  the  Democratic 
party  had  always  been  the  party  of  free  trade.  It  had 
been  so  because  controlled  by  the  South,  which  has  been 
principally  interested  in  the  raising  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
for  which  it  found  a  market  abroad.  We  knew  also  that 
the  great  manufacturing  interests  of  the  North,  and  of  the 
New  South  which  is  reaching  out  its  hands  for  men  and 
money  to  develop  its  mineral  resources,  and  to  build  and 
run  its  newly-erected  mills  and  factories,  demanded  protec¬ 
tion.  Back,  therefore,  of  the  suggestion  of  possibilities  was 


the  thought  that  if  we  could  have  a  contest  of  principle  which 
should  favorably  present  to  the  people  the  alternative  between 
these  two  opposing  doctrines,  we  could  rely  upon  their  sober 
judgment  for  a  restoration  of  the  Republicans  to  power.  The 
difficulty  seemed  to  be  in  the  probability  that  the  issues  of 
the  Presidential  campaign  would  obscure  this  vital  point.  In 
December,  1887,  however,  in  accordance,  as  we  believe,  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Mills-Carlisle-Breckenridge  wing  of  the 
Democracy,  the  President  sent  in  his  now  famous  message  on 
the  tariff.  Instantly  every  student  of  political  affairs  saw  that 
the  conflict  would  be  fought  on  the  Republicans’  chosen 
battlefield ;  that  the  Democratic  party  was  deprived  of  its 
position  of  advantage,  and  that  its  opponents  could  wage  an 
aggressive  warfare  on  the  basis  of  resenting  the  threat  against 
the  industries  of  the  country  thus  openly  thrown  out. 

Later  Mr.  Cleveland  was  renominated  on  the  platform  he 
had  outlined,  and  against  him  the  Republicans  named  Gen. 
Benjamin  Harrison,  a  tried  soldier  and  statesman,  and  a 
thorough  protectionist — a  man  of  such  pure  life  and  char¬ 
acter  that  no  calumny  could  reach  him,  and  a  politician  in 
the  true  sense  of  the  word,  so  experienced  that  he  could  be 
safely  trusted  with  the  tremendous  power  of  the  Executive 
office.  The  canvass  which  followed  was  clean  and  wholesome 
and  ran  on  the  very  lines  of  all  others  which  we  had  hoped 
for.  The  Republican  party  has  not  for  years  been  so  united 
in  spirit  and  opinion,  so  free  from  factional  disputes,  and  so 
earnest  in  the  advocacy  of  its  ideas.  It  aimed  to  educate  the 
voters  while  appealing  to  their  patriotism,  and  was  fortunate 
in  the  leadership  of  men  who  were  brainy  enough  to  know 
how  to  conduct  a  gigantic  struggle.  The  battle  was  fought 
and  the  result  was  decisive.  By  a  majority  of  the  popular 
vote  and  the  Electoral  College,  so  large  as  to  be  conclusive  of 
the  views  of  the  citizens  of  this  nation,  the  Government  in  all 
of  its  branches  was  turned  over  to  the  Republicans.  At  no 
time  since  1874  have  the  Republicans  been  so  strongly  in¬ 
trenched  in  the  possession  of  the  Federal  Government  as  they 
will  be  on  and  after  the  4th  of  March  next.  In  1881  and 
1882  they  had  the  President  and  the  House,  but  the  Senate 
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was  a  tie.  As  it  is  now,  they  will  control  both  branches  of 
Congress,  and  the  party  which  saved  the  life  of  the  country, 
and  thrust  it  forward  to  its  place  among  the  powers,  will 
resume  the  splendid  career  of  success  and  of  administration, 
which  was  interrupted  by  the  untoward  accidents  of  October 
and  November,  1884.  Its  members  and  many  of  the  oppo¬ 
sition,  as  a  result  of  the  campaign,  have  more  intelligent 
ideas  than  ever  before  on  the  issues  which  were  involved  in 
the  late  canvass,  and  can  be  relied  upon  in  the  future 
struggles  which,  term  by  term,  shall  continue  Republican 
supremacy. 

What  all  of  these  issues  were — and  ail  of  them  had  their  in¬ 
fluence — it  is  impossible  to  discuss  within  the  limits  of  this 
report,  but  it  will  probably  be  conceded  that  there  were  three 
of  the  first  importance  : — 

1.  Civil  Service  Reform  and  President  Cleveland’s  course 
with  reference  to  it. 

2.  Our  Foreign  Relations,  with  especial  mention  of  the 
Fisheries  question. 

3.  The  Tariff. 

Without  dwelling  upon  the  abstract  principles  involved  in 
the  question  of  Civil  Service  Reform  we  note  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  course  with  reference  to  it  helped  us  to  victory.  In 
18S4  he  was  elected  by  the  efforts  and  votes  of  the  so-called 
Independents,  who  were  greatly  influenced  by  his  supposed 
belief  in  the  doctrine  of  a  purified  Civil  Service — so  strongly 
advocated  in  previous  Republican  platforms,  and  so  clearly 
outlined  by  President  Hayes — and  by  the  professions  which 
Mr.  Cleveland  made  in  his  letter  of  acceptance.  He  did  not 
poll  these  votes  in  1888,  having  so  demonstrated  the  insin¬ 
cerity  of  his  professions  as  to  be  no  longer  trusted.  As  Mr. 
Henry  C.  Lea,  a  distinguished  leader  in  all  reform  movements, 
said  in  his  letter  to  the  Independent  on  October  18th,  1888: 
“  ‘  If  mine  enemy  deceive  me  once,  shame  on  him  ;  if  he  de¬ 
ceive  me  twice,  shame  on  me.’  The  application  of  this  is  all 
the  stronger  if  the  enemy  has  presented  himself  in  the  guise 
of  an  ally  and  friend ;  if  by  promises  and  professions  and 
pledges  he  has  won  our  unsuspecting  support  and  has  pur- 
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chased  under  false  pretenses  our  aid  in  securing  a  position  in 
which  he  has  power  to  betray  us.  Such  an  enemy  Mr. 
Cleveland  has  proved  himself.  We  placed  him  where  he  is  ; 
to  us  he  owes  the  limitless  opportunities  for  evil  which  he  has 
industriously  improved ;  and  we  have  the  mortification  of 
knowing  that  in  elevating  him  to  the  Presidency  we  have  been 
made  the  instruments  of  betraying  the  cause  which  we  thought 
to  serve.  No  professional  spoilsman  openly  proclaiming  his 
belief  in  the  prostitution  of  patronage  could  have  wrought 
one-half  the  injury  to  reform  as  the  hypocrite  smilingly  ask¬ 
ing,  ‘Art  thou  in  health,  my  brother?’  while  he  plants  his 
knife  under  the  fifth  rib.” 

Mr.  Cleveland’s  letter  of  August  18th,  1884;  his  Bridge¬ 
port  speech  of  October  30th  ;  his  letter  to  Mr.  Curtis  of 
December  25th;  his  inaugural  address  of  March  4th,  1885  ; 
his  letter  to  Commissioner  Eaton  of  September  nth,  and  his 
annual  message  of  December  8th,  1885  ;  placed  side  by  side 
with  Vilas’s  secret  order;  the  appointment  of  Eugene  Hig¬ 
gins  ;  the  order  of  July  14th,  1886  ;  the  clean  sweep  of  Federal 
officers  and  appointments  from  judges  and  postmasters  to 
scrub-women ;  the  assault  on  legislative  independence  con¬ 
tained  in  the  veto  of  the  Allentown  Public  Building  Bill ;  the 
levying  of  assessments  on  all  Government  clerks  and  em¬ 
ployes ;  and  the  contribution  of  $10,000  by  the  President  to 
forward  his  own  re-election,  made  up  a  picture  which  trans¬ 
formed  Mr.  Lea  and  his  friends  from  open  advocates  to 
prominent  opponents,  and  caused  them  to  denounce  Mr. 
Cleveland  as  one  who  “  has  proved  false  to  all  the  pledges 
made  to  secure  the  Independent  vote  which  elected  him.” 
To  quote  once  more:  “With  another  four  years  of  Cleve¬ 
land’s  administration  the  rags  and  tatters  left  of  Civil  Service 
Reform  would  not  fit  out  a  scare-crow  sufficient  to  frighten 
the  most  beggarly  political  rooster.”  He  was  weighed  and 
found  wanting,  and  as  between  him  and  General  Harrison 
with  his  grand  record  of  conscientious  work  the  Independ¬ 
ents  found  no  difficulty  in  making  their  choice.  The  eleva¬ 
tion  of  our  Civil  Service,  after  it  has  been  purified  from  recent 
appointments  totally  unfit  to  be  made,  can  be  safely  trusted  to 
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a  man  whose  conceded  abilities  and  long  experience  have 
qualified  him  to  deal  with  the  subject. 

The  Republican  party  is  not  in  favor  of  the  “  spoils  ”  sys¬ 
tem  ot  appointments.  In  its  platforms  and  in  the  utterances 
of  its  leaders  it  has  always  advocated  conducting  the  Civil 
Service  of  the  Government  on  a  basis  of  merit  and  efficiency ; 
and  General  Harrison’s  regard  for  the  requirements  of  the 
law,  aside  from  his  own  views  of  propriety,  will  doubtless  dic¬ 
tate  a  policy  grateful  to  the  views  of  all  who  are  ambitious  for 
the  elevation  of  the  departments  of  our  national  life.  In  this 
he  will  be  supported  by  the  good  sense  of  the  great  party 
which  has  elected  him. 

In  1887  the  President  undertook,  through  his  chosen  repre¬ 
sentatives,  to  negotiate  what  is  now  known  as  the  Chamber¬ 
lain-Bayard  Treaty,  with  reference  to  the  fisheries.  This 
treaty,  after  full  discussion  of  its  provisions,  was  rejected  by 
the  United  States  Senate,  upon  which  the  President,  on 
August  23d,  1888,  sent  in  a  special  message,  in  which  he  said 
“that  the  treaty  just  rejected  by  the  Senate  was  well  suited 
to  the  exigency,  and  that  its  provisions  were  adequate  for  our 
security  in  the  future  from  vexatious  incidents,  and  for  the 
promotion  of  friendly  neighborhood  and  intimacy,  without 
sacrificing  in  the  least  our  national  pride  or  dignity.”  In 
this  the  Board  submits  that  he  demonstrated  his  want  of 
familiarity  with  the  subject-matter  of  the  treaty,  and  his  wil¬ 
lingness,  through  his  lack  of  knowledge,  to  barter  away  valu¬ 
able  rights. 

Had  he  been  conversant  with  the  early  history  of  New 
England  and  the  then  geographical  limits  of  Massachusetts 
Bay;  had  he  been  familiar  with  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty 
of  1783  and  the  positions  then  taken  by  Adams,  Jay,  and 
Laurens  ;  had  he  read  Bancroft’s  History  of  the  United  States 
on  the  point  involved;  had  he  studied  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
and  its  discussion  in  Wheaton’s  International  Law ;  had  he 
read  the  Treaty  of  1871,  with  the  letters  of  Everett,  Rush,  and 
other  statesmen  who  wrote  in  regard  to  it;  had  he  even  read 
the  decisions  in  the  well-known  maritime  cases  of  the  “  Wash¬ 
ington  ”  and  the  “Argus,”  he  would  have  known  that  the 
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rights  of  the  United  States  in  the  North  Atlantic  fisheries  are 
in  the  nature  of  a  joint  ownership  or  tenancy  in  common  with 
subjects  of  the  British  Crown  ;  that  under  the  twenty-ninth 
clause  of  the  Treaty  of  1871  the  fishermen  of  the  United 
States  are  entitled  to  unrestricted  transportation  privileges  to 
the  same  extent  and  in  the  same  manner  as  those  engaged  in 
any  other  business,  and  that  the  Canadian  doctrines  under 
which  our  fishermen  are  denied  the  right  to  enter  bays  and 
harbors  to  purchase  coal  and  bait,  and  tranship  their  catch, 
are  unsupported  by  either  precedent  or  authority,  English  or 
American.  This  view  of  the  case  has  been  so  clearly  recog¬ 
nized  and  advocated  by  a  prominent  Democratic  lawyer  of 
this  city,  in  a  recent  publication,  that  he  is  moved  to  charac¬ 
terize  the  treaty  as  “a  treaty  based,  not  upon  our  great  and 
ancient  fishing  rights,  as  evidenced  by  the  Treaties  of  1783 
and  1819,  but  upon  the  theory  that  the  Treaty  of  1783  has  no 
existence,  and  that  we  are  entitled  only  to  the  mere  fishing 
rights  of  one  nation  in  the  jurisdictional  waters  of  another; 
not  upon  the  theory  of  our  fisheries  but  theirs  ;  a  treaty  that 
absolutely  surrenders  principles  which  have  at  all  hazards 
been  strenuously  contended  for  and  maintained  since  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  our  Government — a  treaty  that  sells  our  birth¬ 
right  for  a  mess  of  pottage.” 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  debate  on  this  remarkable 
State  paper,  as  printed  day  by  day,  aroused  earnest  indigna¬ 
tion  in  the  minds  of  all  citizens,  without  distinction  of  party, 
who  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  the 
mass  meetings  held  in  this  and  other  cities  were  but  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  deep  feelings  of  the  participants,  which  feel¬ 
ings  were  afterwards  reflected  in  votes  to  a  greater  extent 
than  perhaps  appears  on  the  surface. 

It  is  certainly  a  cause  of  congratulation  that  Mr.  Cleveland 
will  never  again  have  an  opportunity  to  attempt  to  fritter 
away  rights  maintained  with  the  blood  and  the  efforts  of  our 
fathers — rights,  the  recognition  of  which  was  made  a  con¬ 
dition  of  peace  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution. 

It  is  perhaps  true  that  the  relations  between  this  country 
and  Canada  need  to  be  defined  and  revised,  but  it  is  equally 
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true  that  such  definition  and  revision  should  be  accomplished 
without  the  sacrifice  of  principles,  or  not  at  all.  Mutual  con¬ 
cessions  are  admissible  in  diplomatic  negotiations,  but  the  re¬ 
sult  reached  by  the  President  in  the  Chamberlain  Treaty  was 
a  surrender,  and  not  a  concession.  We  look  for  more  intelli¬ 
gent,  able,  and  successful  efforts  in  diplomacy  at  the  hands  of 
the  new  Administration. 

But  undoubtedly,  as  already  suggested,  and  as  is  maintained 
by  the  press  of  the  country  almost  without  exception,  the 
most  effective  agency  in  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Cleveland  and  his 
party  was  his  attack  on  the  tariff  and  the  passage  by  the 
House  of  the  Mills  Bill  which  he  inspired. 

The  practical  question,  which,  as  a  result  of  that  legisla¬ 
tive  act,  was  presented  to  every  voter,  was  this,  “  Is  a  protect¬ 
ive  tariff  on  the  whole  conducive  to  our  national  prosperity?” 

This  question  was  most  elaborately  argued  on  principle 
and  by  the  aid  of  experience.  We  have  had  four  protective 
tariffs  in  this  century.  The  first  was  enacted  in  1812;  the 
second  in  1828  and  1832;  the  third  in  1842;  and  the  fourth 
in  1861.  Each  of  these  was  followed  by  a  period  of  great 
industrial  activity  and  prosperity,  individual  and  national. 
The  repeal  of  the  first  three  in  each  case  brought  on  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  industries,  stagnation  and  prostration  of  business, 
scarcity  of  money,  and  a  fall  in  wages.  These  incontroverti¬ 
ble  facts  proved  formidable  weapons  in  the  hands  of  the  Re¬ 
publicans,  supplemented  as  they  were  by  data,  showing  that 
under  the  tariff  of  1861,  now  in  force,  the  country  has  made 
most  enormous  strides  in  the  direction  of  material  progress. 
For  example,  in  1861  our  output  of  coal  was  sixteen  million 
tons;  in  1882  it  had  risen  to  ninety  millions.  Twenty  years 
more  of  like  progress  will  give  an  output  in  excess  of  that  of 
England.  Her  coal  fields  are  only  eleven  thousand  square 
miles  in  extent  and  she  now  produces  one  hundred  and  sixty 
million  tons  per  year.  We  have  six  hundred  thousand  square 
miles.  In  1861  we  had  thirty-one  thousand  miles  of  railway 
and  twenty-five  thousand  miles  of  telegraph  ;  to-day  we  have 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  miles  of  rail  and  five  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  miles  of  wire.  Twenty  years  ago  we  were 
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they  can  be  furnished  by  our  own  mills  in  any  quantities  at 
less  than  thirty  dollars  per  ton.  A  host  of  similar  facts  with 
proofs  of  the  effect  of  the  tariff  on  wages  were  spread  before 
the  people,  and  results  were  speedily  apparent. 

The  alarmed  Democracy  soon  discovered  that  they  had 
gone  too  far,  and  commenced  to  proclaim  that  they  did  not 
mean  free  trade  by  their  bill,  and  that  they  were  as  devoted 
to  protection  as  any  manufacturer  or  wool-grower  could  wish. 
They  only  wanted  a  reduction  of  revenue  and  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  the  surplus  which  so  constantly  tempted  them  to 
sin.  But  General  Harrison  and  others  aptly  showed  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  step  they  were  taking  and  the  inevitable  results 
which  would  follow  if  they  were  permitted  to  advance  in  their 
chosen  path,  and  the  change  of  front  did  not  deceive  any  one. 
The  Southern  wing  of  the  Democracy  had  again  led  its  North¬ 
ern  allies  to  certain  and  disastrous  defeat,  and,  failing  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  changing  condition  of  industrial  affairs  in  its  own 
section,  had  estranged  many  of  its  own  voters. 

West  Virginia,  Virginia,  Missouri,  and  Delaware  have 
shown  that  even  in  the  South  instruction  and  experience  have 
produced  hopeful  results,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  free 
,  trade  forces  have  made  their  last  formidable  attack  upon  the 
doctrine  of  protection  to  American  industries. 

Much  more  might  be  written  on  this  inviting  topic  did 
time  permit.  Enough  has  been  said  to  outline  the  features  of 
this  remarkable  campaign,  and  each  one’s  individual  experi¬ 
ence  and  memory  can  fill  in  necessary  details. 

It  only  remains  to  indicate  the  wishes  and  hopes  of  the 
League  for  the  future. 

The  nation  has  chosen  a  President  whose  personal  charac¬ 
ter  and  mental  resources,  whose  fidelity  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  whose  zeal  on  behalf  of  protection 
are  sure  guarantees  of  his  sound  and  healthy  views  on  the 
great  issues  which  have  carried  him  into  the  White  House. 

We  look  to  see  him  fill  his  Cabinet  with  men  of  moral  and 
mental  soundness,  who  are  trusted  and  respected  by  the 
people,  regardless  of  the  pressure  which  may  be  brought  to 
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bear  in  favor  of  any  man  who  has  not  the  confidence  of  the 
best  men  of  the  country.  We  look  to  see  him  deal  with  the 
Southern  States  in  a  fair,  temperate,  and  non-partisan  spirit — 
as  the  President  of  the  nation,  of  which  they  form  a  part — and 
yet  with  a  firm  determination  that  they,  in  common  with  their 
sister  States,  shall  respect  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  Repub¬ 
lican  party  cherishes  no  resentments.  It  can  afford  to  be 
magnanimous.  But  it  has  one  unredeemed  pledge — the 
pledge  of  an  honest  ballot-box — and  it  demands  that  the 
laws  which  protect  the  vote  of  the  most  humble  citizen  shall 
be  enforced.  Every  other  question  can  be  safely  intrusted 
to  the  self-interest  and  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  but  this 
one  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  opportunity  of  taking 
care  of  self  or  of  country.  There  is  no  demand  by  anybody 
for  “  radical  measures.”  All  that  is  asked  for  is,  that  “  every 
man  entitled  to  vote  can  cast  his  vote  just  as  he  pleases,  and 
can  have  it  counted  just  as  he  cast  it.”  Such  a  demand  is 
neither  radical  nor  partisan.  It  is  the  simple  issue  of  honesty. 
It  is  the  very  essence  of  moderation  and  conservatism,  and 
the  Republican  party  will  deserve  to  be  again  defeated  if  it 
consents  to  anything  less. 

We  look  to  see  suitable  appointments  to  the  expected 
vacancies  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a  fair  census  in  1890,  a  re¬ 
versal  of  the  present  industrial  policy  of  the  Government, 
a  reduction  of  the  surplus  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
laid  down  in  our  platform,  a  revision  of  the  tariff  under  the 
skilled  guidance  of  patriotic  experts  in  industrial  interests, 
and  a  practical  and  honest  interpretation  of  the  Civil  Service 
laws.  We  expect  the  appointments  to  Federal  office  in  the 
South  to  be  such  as  shall  prove  the  honesty  and  character  of 
the  party  for  whose  good  name  they  shall  stand,  and  shall 
assure  the  Southern  people  that  the  sincere  desire  of  the 
Republican  party  is  to  abolish  sectional  lines  and  promote 
the  material  and  educational  interests  of  the  entire  nation. 

The  admission  of  additional  States,  long  denied,  must  be 
granted.  A  conservative  spirit  of  statesmanship  must  guide 
domestic  affairs  and  be  reflected  in  a  dignified  foreign  policy. 
Internal  improvements  must  be  made,  our  navy  built  up,  our 
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coasts  fortified,  and  the  respect  of  foreign  nations  insisted 
upon.  The  tariff  is  out  of  the  way.  Business  men  and  work¬ 
ingmen  know  what  to  expect  in  matters  of  capital  and  labor 
for  years  to  come.  But  broad  patriotism  is  not  satisfied  with 
present  achievement  or  mere  self-preservation ;  it  glories  in 
the  glory  of  the  nation,  and  it  is  with  exultant  hope  that  it 
looks  forward  to  the  magnificent  career  which  the  party  of 
our  love  and  our  service  has  before  it  in  the  realization  of  the 
possibilities  to  it  and  the  nation  now  opened. 

In  this  career  the  League  should  have  a  recognized  influ¬ 
ence,  based  upon  its  services  to  the  Government,  and  its  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  leader  of  political  sentiment.  In  victory  and  defeat 
it  has  been  loyal  and  devoted,  and  as  it  once  more  joins  in  the 
chant  of  the  victors,  it  calls  on  the  party  to  be  true  to  itself, 
and  to  so  act  that  it  shall  attract  to  itself  from  all  sections,  by 
its  integrity,  impartiality,  and  efficiency.  Responsibility  and 
opportunity  go  hand  in  hand.  The  fruits  of  a  political  tri¬ 
umph  can  easily  be  destroyed  and  as  readily  garnered.  The 
Union  League  tenders  to  the  President-elect  its  pledges  of 
loyalty  to  his  administration,  as  with  firm  hand  and  magnan¬ 
imous  heart  he  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  since 
it  believes  that  these  fruits  will  be  gathered  up  by  him  and 
preserved,  and  that  through  his  agency  the  Republican  party 
can  so  firmly  establish  itself  in  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
that  through  its  continuance  in  power  capital  shall  cease  to  be 
timid,  freedom  shall  throughout  the  land  be  a  fact  as  well  as 
a  name,  our  flag  be  respected  wherever  it  shall  float,  our 
diplomatic  service  be  a  guarantee  of  safety  to  person  and 
property  the  world  over,  our  commerce  again  whiten  the  seas, 
and  peace  and  prosperity  be  our  continuing  portion. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

.  SAMUEL  B.  HUEY, 

Secretary. 
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Total  Deficit  . . $5,364  50 

THOMAS  COCHRAN,  Treasurer. 

December  1st,  1888. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 


Philadelphia,  December  ist,  1888. 

To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia : 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  year  ending  November  30th,  1888,  compared 
them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They 
present  in  the  aggregate  the  following  figures  : — 


Cash  on  hand  December  ist,  1887 . 

Entrance  Fee  from  17  members,  @  $50 .  $850  00 

“  “  “  1 15  members,  @  $100  .  .  .  .  11,50000 

Annual  Tax,  1887,  1  member,  @  $40 .  $40  00 

1888,  1292  members,  @  $50  ....  64,600  00 

Half  Annual  Tax,  1888,  22  members,  @  $25  .  .  550  00 

Annual  Tax  under  Rule  19,  1888,  6  members, 

@  $25 .  150  00 

Annual  Tax,  Correspondents,  1888,  87  members, 

@  $30 .  2,610  00 

Annual  Tax,  Correspondents,  1887,  1  member, 

@  $20 .  20  00 

Annual  Tax,  Balance  of,  Correspondents  to 

Active,  1888,  35  members,  @  $20 .  700  00 

Annual  Tax,  Army,  Navy,  and  Consular,  1888, 

4  members,  @  $30 .  120  00 


Received  from  Billiards . I2, 799  38 

“  Bowling  Alley .  104  36 

“  “  Rent  of  Assembly  Hall  and  Pri¬ 
vate  Dining-room .  960  00 

“  Interest,  Expenses,  &c .  1,099  4° 

“  for  Account  Sinking  Fund,  Interest  on 

Investment .  L495  80 

“  “  Account  Publication  Fund,  Interest 

on  Investment .  125  00 

from  Rent,  1416  Sansom  Street  ....  360  00 

1423  Moravian  Street  ...  180  00 

“  Temporary  Foan . 25,800  00 

“  Sales  of  Merchandise . 11,073  25 


$8,166  82 


12,350  00 


68,790  00 


43,997  19 
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$133,304  01 
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Amount  brought  forward  . . $133,304.01 

Expenditures. 

Billiards,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Supplies,  and 

Repairs  . $2,252  12 

Bowling  Alley,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Supplies, 

and  Repairs .  ...  345  34 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds . 3,75°  00 

Household  Effects . 6,096  88 

Library  Committee . 3,764  02 

Taxes  and  Water-rent .  3,938  64 

Repairs  to  League  House . 6,087  83 

Repairs  to  Household  Effects . 2,105  4° 

Stock  Indicators,  Telephone,  &c .  968  00 

Electric  Lights .  600  00 

Gas . 5,478  75 

Fuel .  2,191  45 

Ice .  1,766  02 

Salaries,  Wages,  and  Board  of  Employes  .  .  .  18,288  89 

Entertainments,  Lunches,  & c .  1,507  10 

Merchandise . 10,488  56 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.,  Garden,  License, 

Uniforms,  Advertising,  Printing,  Postage, 

Stationary,  &c.,  &c .  3,746  97 

Improvements,  Smoking-room,  and  Wireing 
Building  and  Gas  Fixtures  for  Electricity, 

&c . 12,787  91 

Temporary  Loan . 25,387  64 

Investments,  Account  Sinking  Fund . 15,906  87 

Taxes,  &c.,  1416  Sansom  Street .  466  29 

“  “  1423  Moravian  Street .  179  94 

- 128,104  62 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand .  $5,199  39 

The  Auditors  have  examined  and  found  correct  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  the  following  securities  : — 

For  Sinking  Fund  Account. 

Union  League  5  per  cent,  coupon  bonds,  $500  each.  Interest 
January  and  July,  due  July  1st,  1889,  Nos.  13,  17,  28,  29, 

30,  37,  40  to  65,  68  to  72,  and  145  to  150 . $21,500  00 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  coupon  bond.  Interest 

15th  June  and  December,  due  1897,  No.  2225 .  1,000  00 
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The  Fairmount  Park  and  Delaware  River  Passenger  Railway 
Company  coupon  bonds.  Interest  June  and  December. 

Twenty  years  five  per  cent,  bonds,  $500  each.  Nos.  34, 

53,  54,  57,  61,  71,  113,  115,  127,  132,  135,  151,  154,  161,  162, 

.193,  195  . $8,500  00 

The  Schuylkill  River  East  Side  gold  5  per  cent.  R.  R.  bonds, 
guaranteed  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany.  Interest  June  and  December,  $1000  each.  Nos. 

4276,  4277,  4278,  4279,  4360,  4361,  4362 . 7,000  00 


Publication  Fund. 


$38,000  00 


Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  coupon  bonds,  $1000 
each.  Interest  15th  June  and  December,  due  1897,  Nos. 

2223  and  2224 . $2,000  00 


Lee  Roy  Kramer, 

George  H.  North, 

Abraham  S.  Patterson, 

Auditors . 


RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP 


FOR  THE  PAST  YEAR. 


Active. 

Membership  December  ist,  1887 . 1,250 

Elected  and  qualified  during  1888 .  49 


1,299 

Active. 

Resigned .  32 

Deceased .  25 

Dropped  .  7 

To  Army,  Navy,  and  Consular  Roll .  2 

—  66 


1,233 

Rule  19. 


Active  to  Non-Resident  (Rule  19) .  5  5 

Active  Membership,  December  ist,  1888 . 1,228  5 — 1,233 

Active  Members  elected  and  not  yet  qualified .  17 

Total . 1,250 

Correspondents  transferred  to  Active  Roll  under  Article  III., 
Section  III.,  of  the  By-Laws* .  72 

Total  Active  Membership,  December  ist,  1888 . 1,322 

Correspondents,  December  ist,  1887 .  163 

From  Correspondent  to  Army,  Navy,  and  Consular  Roll  .  .  16 

to  Active  Roll,  per  Article  III.,  Section 

III.,  of  the  By-Laws . 72 

Withdrawn  or  dropped,  per  Article  III.,  Section  III.,  of  the 

By-Laws . . . 75 

—  163 


ARMY,  NAVY,  AND  CONSULAR  ROLL. 


From  Correspondents’  Roll . 16 

Active  Roll .  2 

Elected  and  qualified  during  1888 .  2 

—  20 

“  not  yet  qualified  .  2 

Total . :  .  .  .  22 


pay 


*  Six  of  whom  having  been  former  active  members  were  not  required  to  and  did  not 
an  entrance  fee. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  active  membership  of  the 
League  from  1863  to  1887  : — 


1863 . 

.  968 

1876 

1864 . 

. 1,129 

1877 

1865 . 

. 1,760 

1878 

1866 . 

.  1,970 

1879 

1867 . 

. 1,805 

1880 

1868 . 

. 1,765 

1881 

1869 . 

. 1,858 

1882 

1870 . 

. 1,746 

1883 

1871 . 

. 1,740 

1884 

1872 . 

. 1 , 800 

1885 

1873 . 

. 1,861 

1886 

1874  .  .  . 

. 1,660 

1887 

1875 . 

. 1,558 

1 888 

i,434 

1,181 

874 

851 

938 

978 

1,081 

i,i53 

1,213 

1,250 

1,250 

1,250 

1,322 


Abstract  from  Report  of  Library  Committee. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines,  and 
other  periodicals  now  subscribed  to  : — 


English. 


All  the  Year  Round. 
Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 
The  London  Punch. 

The  London  Weekly  Times. 
The  London  Graphic. 

The  London  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall  Budget. 

The  Spectator. 

The  Field  and  Farm. 

The  Nineteenth  Century. 
Longman’s  Magazine. 

The  Westminster  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 


The  Edinburgh  Review. 

The  Quarterly  Review. 

The  Fortnightly  Review. 

The  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Blackwood’s  Magazine. 

Sporting  and  Dramatic  News. 

The  Illustrated  Zeitung,  German. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 
Le  Monde  Illustre. 


American. 

American  Naturalist. 
New  Princeton  Review. 


Harper’s  Monthly,  2  copies. 
Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

The  Century,  3  copies. 

The  American  Magazine. 

Popular  Science  Monthly, 

North  American  Review. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
Financial  and  Commercial  Chron¬ 
icle. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News. 
Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 

Scientific  American  and  Supple¬ 
ment. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Army  and  Navy  Register. 

Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

The  American. 

Life. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 

Postal  Guide  of  the  United  States. 

(26) 


Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  His 
tory  and  Biography. 

Journal  of  the  Military  Service  In 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 
Political  Science  Quarterly. 
Library  Notes. 

Public  Service  Review. 

Iron  Age. 

Public  Opinion. 

Judge. 

Scribner’s. 

Shakespeariana. 

Outing. 

Forum  Magazine. 

Cook’s  Studio. 

Art  Review. 

Legal  Intelligencer. 

Dry  Goods  Chronicle. 

Literary  News. 

The  Library  Journal. 

American  Notes  and  Queries. 
United  Service  Magazine. 
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Weekly  Newspapers. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 

Railway  World. 

Commercial  List  and  Price  Cur¬ 
rent. 

Taggart’s  Sunday  Times,  7  copies. 
Sunday  Republic,  4  copies. 
Sunday  Transcript,  6  copies. 
Sunday  World,  5  copies. 

Sunday  Mercury,  3  copies. 

Sunday  Record,  7  copies. 

Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

Sunday  Press,  10  copies. 

Sunday  Times  (McClure’s),  8 
copies. 

Sunday  News,  9  copies. 

Sunday  New  York  Herald,  5  copies. 
Sunday  New  York  Press,  3  copies. 
Sunday  New  York  Tribune,  8 
copies. 


Sunday  New  York  Times,  5  copies. 

Sunday  New  York  Sun,  5  copies. 

Sunday  New  York  World,  5  copies. 

Sunday  Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  1 
copy. 

Sunday  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat, 
1  copy. 

Sunday  Baltimore  American,  1 
copy. 

Sunday  Pioneer  Press  (St.  Paul), 
1  copy. 

The  Morning  Journal  (New  York), 
1  copy. 

Weekly  Bulletin. 

Bradstreet’s. 

Quaker  City  Guide. 

Postal  Guide. 

The  Sporting  Life,  1  copy. 

The  Voice. 


Daily  Newspapers. 


North  American,  10  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  7  copies. 

Inquirer,  5  copies. 

The  Times,  7  copies. 

The  Press,  10  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  25  copies — 4 
first  edition,  21  sixth  edition. 

Evening  Bulletin,  27  copies — 4  first 
edition,  2  third  edition,  21  fifth 
edition. 

Evening  Call,  19  copies — 4  first 
edition,  15  last  edition. 

Evening  Star,  6  copies. 

The  Daily  News,  9  copies. 

New  York  Herald,  5  copies. 

New  York  Press,  3  copies. 

New  York  Mail  and  Express,  3 
copies. 

New  York  Tribune,  8  copies. 


New  York  Times,  5  copies. 

New  York  World,  5  copies. 

New  York  Graphic,  1  copy. 

New  York  Sun,  5  copies. 

The  Morning  Journal  (New  York), 
1  copy. 

New  York  Commercial  Advertiser, 
1  copy. 

New  York  Evening  Post,  2  copies. 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
1  copy. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 
Boston  Morning  Journal,  1  copy. 
St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat,  1  copy. 
Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  1  copy. 
Daily  Commercial  Bulletin,  1  copy. 
Washington  Star,  1  copy. 
Baltimore  American,  1  copy. 
Pioneer  Press  (St.  Paul),  1  copy. 
Tacoma  Ledger,  1  copy. 

SAMUEL  B.  HUEY, 

Chairman. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


Abbey,  William  R., 
Abbott,  Harry  J., 

Abbott,  James, 

Adams,  Robert,  Jr., 
Addicks,  J.  Edward, 
Aertsen,  James  M., 
Agnew,  James  B., 
Albertson,  William, 
Alburger,  John, 

Alcorn,  W.  W., 

Alden,  R.  Percy, 

Aldrich,  Silas, 

Alexander,  John  S., 
Alleman,  S.  H., 

Allen,  Rowland  D., 
Allen,  W.  W., 

Allison,  Joseph, 

Allman,  Thomas, 
Altemus,  Edward  J., 
Altemus,  Howard  E., 
Altemus,  J.  B., 

Altemus,  Robert  E., 
Anspach,  William 
Antelo,  Anthony  J., 
Appleton,  William  Hyde, 
Archambault,  Jr.,  V.  E., 
Armstrong,  E.  A., 
Armstrong,  William  H., 
Arrison,  James  M., 
Ashburner,  Charles  A., 
Ashhurst,  Richard  L., 
Ashmead,  Henry  B., 
Audenried,  W.  W., 
Aumont,  James  P.  E., 
Austin,  E.  H., 

Austin,  Richard  L., 
Austin,  Samuel  H.,  Jr., 
Avery,  Dr.  Henry, 

Bacon,  Richard  W., 
Baeder,  Charles  B., 
Bailey,  Chas.  W., 

Bailey,  E.  W., 

Bailey,  John  T., 

Bailey,  Joseph  T., 

Bailey,  Josiah  F., 

Bailey,  Westcott, 

Baily,  Joel  J., 

Baird,  Charles  O., 


Baker,  William  S., 
Baldwin,  William  M., 
Bancroft,  Samuel,  Jr., 
Banks,  George  W., 
Barker,  Abraham, 
Barker,  Wharton, 
Barnes,  W.  H., 

Barns,  Charles  K., 
Barns,  George  T., 
Barr,  J.  E., 
Barrington,  Charles, 
Barry,  L.  F., 

Bartol,  Henry  W., 
Bates,  Stockton, 
Baugh,  Daniel, 
Baugh,  Louis  D., 
Baugh,  Samuel, 
Bayard,  William  M., 
Bayley,  Harwin  P., 
Beaver,  James  A., 
Beck,  H.  Dwight, 
Beeber,  Dimner, 
Beers,  C.  E., 

Bell,  Frank  F., 

Bell,  J.  Lowrie, 

Bell,  James  S., 

Bell,  Philidore  S., 
Bell,  Samuel, 

Bell,  Samuel,  Jr., 
Bell,  W.  Dwight, 
Beliak,  James, 
Bement,  Clarence  S., 
Bement,  William  B., 
Bement,  Wm.  P., 
Benerman,  Wm.  M., 
Bennett,  Jacob  T., 
Bennett,  James  M., 
Benson,  Edwin  N., 
Benson,  G.  S.,  Jr., 
Benson,  R.  Dale, 
Bergner,  C.  W., 
Bernard,  George  A., 
Bernheim,  Barthold, 
Berry,  George, 
Berwind,  Charles  F., 
Besson.  Charles  A., 
Bickel,  John  F., 
Biddle,  Alexander, 
Biddle,  William  F., 
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Billin,  Charles  E., 
Billington,  James  H.,  Jr. 
Bingham,  Henry  H., 
Birch,  Milton, 

Birchard,  Harvey  L., 
Black,  Wm.  D., 

Blake,  John  T., 
Blakeley,  John, 
Blakeley,  W.  S., 
Blakeslee,  William  M. 
Blanchard,  William, 
Blankenburg,  Rudolph, 
Blynn,  Harry, 

Bodine,  George  I., 
Boice,  Dr.  Alonzo, 
Boker,  George  H., 
Bonbright,  Wm.  P., 
Bond,  Asa  M., 

Bonzano,  M.  F,, 

Borden,  Edward  P., 
Borie,  Beauveau, 

Bowen,  Ezra, 

Bowles,  P.  P. 

Bowman,  Wendell  P., 
Boyd,  George  W., 

Boyd,  John, 

Boyle,  E.  M., 

Bradley,  John  C., 
Bradley,  W.  H.,  M.  D., 
Bradley,  Walter  T., 
Brainerd,  Erastus, 
Branson,  David, 
Branson,  George, 

Bray,  Daniel,  M.  D., 
Bray,  Thomas, 

Brazier,  Joseph  H., 
Bregy,  F.  Amedee, 
Bregy,  Louis, 

Bremer,  Geo.  W., 
Breneman,  B.  F., 
Brewster,  F.  Carroll, 
Brewster,  F.  Carroll,  Jr., 
Brice,  Eph., 

Brice,  Philip  H., 

Brice,  Singleton  Mercer, 
Bright,  Frank  D., 
Bringhurst,  E.,  Jr., 
Brock,  Arthur, 

Brock,  William  P., 


29 


Brockie,  William, 
Bromley,  Joseph  H., 
Brooke,  Francis  M., 
Brooke,  Hunter. 

Brooks,  David, 

Brooks,  James  C., 
Brosius,  M.  L., 

Brown,  Alexander, 
Brown,  Benjamin  H., 
Brown,  Chas.  Wardell, 
Brown,  Henry  C., 

Brown,  Henry  W., 
Brown,  Hubert  S., 
Brown,  Joseph  H., 
Brown,  Robert  Eden, 
Brown,  S.  B., 

Brown,  T.  Horace, 
Browning,  Maurice, 
Brush,  C.  H., 

Bryan,  Mahlon, 

Buckley,  Edward  S., 
Buckman,  John  W., 

Buist,  Robert,  Jr., 
Bullock,  George, 

Bullock,  James  M., 
Bullock,  William  B., 
Bumm,  Henry, 

Bunting,  Jacob  S., 
Burgin,  W.  M., 

Burke,  Edward, 
Burnham,  George, 
Burpee,  W.  Atlee, 
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Burr,  W.  B., 

Burroughs,  H.  Nelsun, 
Burroughs,  J.  H., 
Butcher,  Henry  Clay, 
Butterworth,  James, 
Button,  Conyers, 

Buzby,  Duncan  L., 

Caldwell,  J.  Albert, 
Caldwell,  Stephen  A., 
Cameron,  J.  Donald, 
Campbell,  George, 
Campion,  John  W., 
Campion,  Joseph  H., 
Campion,  Richard, 

Capp,  William  M.,  M.D., 
Cardeza,  J.  W.  M., 
Carpenter,  Emlen  N., 
Carpenter,  Harvey  N., 
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During  the  past  year  your  Board  of  Directors  has  continued 
the  policy  approved  by  the  membership  of  improving  the 
League  House,  so  that  its  interior  finish  and  decoration  shall 
be  fully  equal  to  the  highest  standard  established  by  modern 
household  art. 

In  the  parlor,  blue-room  and  Directors’  room  the  walls  have 
been  torn  out  and  replaced  with  specially  designed  wainscoting 
in  sycamore  and  oak  respectively,  of  exquisite  beauty  and 
finish  ;  the  parlor  in  the  style  of  the  French,  and  the  blue-room 
in  that  of  the  Flemish,  renaissance,  while  the  room  formerly 
used  as  the  Directors’  and  Committee  room  has  been  finished 
in  the  old  colonial  style,  and  all  of  them  have  been  refitted 
with  furniture  made  expressly  to  correspond  with  their  respect¬ 
ive  panelling  and  decoration.  The  Directors  and  Committees 
now  meet  in  the  small  room  on  the  second  floor,  north  of  the 
banqueting  room,  so  that  the  former  Directors’  room  can  be 
at  all  times  used  as  a  private  dining  room,  an  increase  of  ac¬ 
commodation  in  that  respect  the  need  of  which  has  been  long 
apparent. 

Excepting  the  panelling  of  the  hall-way,  which  can  be  well 
left  as  it  is  for  some  years,  the  whole  of  the  first  floor  of  the 
League  House  is  now  finished  in  accord  with  the  most  modern 
and  luxurious  taste ;  and  our  League  House  is  equal  in  ap¬ 
pearance  to  any  building  for  similar  purpose  in  this  or  any 
other  country. 
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For  the  convenience  of  the  members,  there  have  been  erected 
in  the  basement  fifty-six  wardrobes,  which  are  for  rent  at  five 
dollars  per  year  each,  and  of  which  forty-eight  have  already 
been  taken.  To  the  large  number  of  our  members  who  reside  in 
the  suburbs,  or  pass  half  of  the  year  at  their  country  seats,  these 
wardrobes  are  a  great  convenience  and  meet  a  long-felt  want, 
while  the  rental  received  is  a  full  compensation  to  the  League 
for  the  expense  incurred. 

During  the  progress  of  the  work  upon  the  first  floor  rooms 
it  was  found  that  the  wooden  joists  supporting  the  main  hall¬ 
way  had  become  much  weakened  by  dry  rot;  and  although  the 
additional  expenditure  at  that  time  was  to  be  deprecated,  yet 
your  Board  felt  that  it  was  best  to  preclude  all  possibility  of 
accident  by  replacing  this  part  of  our  building  without  delay. 
Accordingly,  the  joists  were  all  removed,  and  substantial  steel 
beams,  filled  in  with  flat  tile  brick  arches  laid  in  cement  mor¬ 
tar,  were  substituted  in  their  place,  thus  making  an  entirely 
fireproof  and  indestructible  support,  which  can  require  no  fur¬ 
ther  attention  or  replacement  so  long  as  the  building  stands. 
Although  this  work  was  not  anticipated  when  the  renovation  of 
the  rooms  was  undertaken,  yet  the  membership  will  no  doubt 
consider  it  fortunate  that  it  was  done  at  the  same  time,  and  that 
they  were  therefore  subjected  but  once  to  the  inconvenience 
and  discomfort  incident  to  such  extensive  and  thorough  repairs. 

Early  in  the  present  year  the  Edison  Electric  Light  Com¬ 
pany  commenced  to  furnish  to  the  League  the  electric  current 
for  the  lighting  fixtures  put  in  last  year,  with  most  gratify¬ 
ing  results  not  only  in  the  brilliance  of  the  illumination  at¬ 
tained,  but  also  in  the  reduced  temperature  of  the  house  during 
the  summer,  and  which  was  especially  marked  in  the  library 
and  reading  rooms  on  the  second  floor. 

All  this  work  has  been  done  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  House  Committee,  whose  intelligent  and  constant  super¬ 
vision  has  reduced  to  the  possible  minimum  the  cost,  as  well 
as  the  discomfort  and  interruption  to  our  members,  of  such 
extensive  and  expensive  alterations  and  renovations. 

The  Board  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  exercise  the  power  con- 
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ferred  upon  it  at  the  last  annual  meeting  to  extend  the  mort¬ 
gage  loan  of  the  League  which  matured  on  the  1st  of  July 
last,  and  out  of  the  current  revenues  paid  otf  that  loan  at  ma¬ 
turity.  The  mortgage  upon  the  League  House  was  originally 
$120,000,  but  in  1879  the  debt  was  reduced  to  $75,000  and  a 
new  mortgage  for  ten  years  was  made  for  that  sum.  This  has 
now  been  satisfied,  and  our  membership  are  to  be  congratulated 
that  now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  organization, 
our  League  House  is  free  from  any  lien  or  incumbrance  what¬ 
soever. 

The  sinking  fund  on  hand  at  our  last  annual  report  was  only 
about  $48,000,  and  of  that  the  sum  of  $5364.30  was  due  by  the 
general  fund,  so  that  the  current  funds  of  the  League  have  been 
insufficient  to  pay  off  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  mortgage, 
and  at  the  same  time  discharge  the  large  expenses  incurred  in 
the  renovations  of  the  house  already  mentioned,  and  conse¬ 
quently  we  now*  have  a  floating  debt  of  $27,000,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  Treasurer’s  report,  which  is  herewith  submitted 
and  called  to  the  attention  of  the  membership.  Under  the 
By-Law  adopted  in  December,  1887,  the  annual  revenues  of 
the  League  are  substantially  collected  within  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year,  and  there  will  therefore  be  no  difficulty  in 
speedily  paying  off  the  debt  now  existing,  while  it  will  no 
doubt  be  the  effort  of  the  incoming  Board  to  avoid,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  incurring  of  any  obligation  during  the  ensuing 
year.  Should  there  be  any  increase  in  the  limit  of  membership, 
the  additional  revenue  derived  therefrom  will,  it  is  thought, 
secure  the  full  payment  of  all  the  obligations  of  the  League, 
so  that  hereafter  it  will  have  no  debt  except  only  that  in¬ 
curred  in  the  purchase  of  additional  property. 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  the  League  for  the  ensuing  year 
the  annual  tax  has  been  fixed  at  $50. 

The  total  active  membership  of  the  League  on  December  1, 
1888,  was  1322,  being  the  full  number  allowed  by  our  By- 
Laws. 

Prior  to  the  amendment  to  our  By-Laws,  adopted  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  December,  1887,  the  limit  to  the  active  mem- 
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bership  of  the  League  was  1250,  but  there  were  in  addition 
nearly  200  so-called  “  correspondents,”  whose  status  was  ill 
defined  by  our  rules,  and  not  provided  for  in  our  charter. 

At  that  meeting  it  was  decided  to  abolish  the  roll  of  corre¬ 
spondents,  but  the  By-Laws  were  at  the  same  time  so  amended 
as  to  extend  to  all  upon  it  the  privilege  of  becoming  active 
members,  notwithstanding  the  limitation  theretofore  existing; 
and  as  72  correspondents  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege, 
there  resulted  the  uneven  and  somewhat  anomalous  number  to 
which  our  membership  is  at  present  limited. 

The  subject  of  increasing  this  limit  so  fixed  was  much  dis¬ 
cussed  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  but  as  no  definite  action 
was  then  taken,  and  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  many  mem¬ 
bers  and  to  the  end  that  the  whole  matter  might  be  brought 
within  the  power  of  this  meeting,  your  Board  has,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  By-Laws,  caused  to  be  posted  a  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  providing  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  the  membership. 

After  careful  consideration,  in  view  of  the  large  number  of 
applicants  seeking  admission,  and  of  the  undoubtedly  ample 
accommodation  which  we  have  for  a  larger  membership,  the 
Board  has  deemed  it  proper  to  formally  recommend  to  the 
League  that  the  By-Laws  be  now  so  amended  as  to  fix  the 
number  of  members  at  1500. 

To  the  1322  members  standing  on  the  rolls  on  the  first  day 
of  December  last  there  have  been  added  by  election  48,  making 
a  total  of  1370,  of  which  number  we  have  lost  by  death  19, 
by  resignation  25,  and  4  by  suspension,  thus  making  the 
total  membership  on  the  first  of  December  instant,  1322 — 
of  which  number  19  who  have  been  recently  elected  had 
not  then  qualified.  There  are  22  members  on  the  army,  navy 
and  consular  roll,  and  232  applicants  for  active  member¬ 
ship. 

The  Committee  on  Membership  has  discharged  the  delicate 
duty  imposed  upon  it  during  the  past  year  with  a  patient  and 
careful  discrimination  which  merits  the  thanks  of  the  League. 

By  the  report  of  the  Library  Committee  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  library  has  been  kept  well  supplied  with  the  current  news- 
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papers,  magazines  and  periodicals,  and  that  thirty-eight  new 
volumes  had  been  added  to  it.  The  expenditures  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  during  the  past  year  have  been  $2244.59.  ■  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  limited  space  available  for  the  purpose  pre¬ 
cludes  the  addition  of  many  recent  publications ;  but  the 
library  we  have  is  unusually  well  selected,  and  its  use  by  our 
members  is  constant  and  increasing. 

The  Art  Association  still  continues  its  good  work,  and  has 
this  year  presented  to  the  League  the  remarkable  “  Affair  of 
Honor/’  painted  by  Flameng,  to  which  was  awarded  a  gold 
medal  at  the  Paris  Salon  of  1887,  and  which  now  adorns  your 
parlor.  The  Association  has  been  in  existence  about  five  years, 
and  has  in  that  time  purchased  and  presented  to  the  League 
many  very  beautiful  and  carefully-chosen  works  of  art  at  a  cost 
of  over  $10,000. 

The  dues  to  the  Association  are  but  five  dollars  per  year,  and 
the  Board  cordially  recommends  it  to  the  favorable  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  members. 

Four  members  of  your  Board  of  Directors  have  this  year 
declined  renomination,  viz.,  Messrs.  Joel  J.  Baily,  Samuel  S. 
Sharp,  Thomas  McKean  and  John  B.  Fell. 

Mr.  Baily  has  been  a  member  of  your  Board  for  seven  years 
continuously,  and  during  all  that  time  has  given  to  the  League, 
as  he  does  to  all  the  public  or  quasi-public  bodies  with  which 
he  is  connected,  most  faithful  and  efficient  service.  As  a  type 
of  the  American  citizen  who  unselfishly  and  liberally  gives  not 
only  of  his  means  but  also  his  time,  thought  and  services  to 
the  furtherance  of  every  practical  plan  for  the  better  adminis¬ 
tration  of  government,  Mr.  Baily  has  won  for  himself  the  re¬ 
spect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  without  distinction  of 
party,  and  the  warm  friendship  of  all  who  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  brought  into  personal  relations  with  him. 

Mr.  Sharp  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  duties  of  which  for  the  last  two  years  have  been 
most  arduous  and  exacting,  and  has  at  all  times  given  to  it  an 
intelligent  and  efficient  service,  the  loss  of  which  will  be  much 
felt  by  his  colleagues. 

* 
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Messrs.  McKean  and  Fell  have  been  long  members  of  the 
League,  and  as  Directors  have  served  its  interests  with  the 
same  fidelity  and  zeal  which  they  devote  to  the  important  cor¬ 
porate  and  business  interests  committed  to  their  care.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  they  feel  they  can  no  longer  continue  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board. 

On  April  17  last,  the  League  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
Hon.  John  Wanamaker,  Postmaster-General  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  that  manner  testifying  to  its  respect  and  esteem 
for  one  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  and  its  gratification 
at  his  having  assumed  the  duties  of  the  high  office  to  which  he 
had  been  called. 

On  the  11th  of  November  just  past,  the  members  of  the 
League,  with  the  ladies  of  their  families,  received  the  delegates 
to  the  International  American  Congress,  accompanied  by  their 
wives  and  daughters.  The  occasion  was  a  most  brilliant  and 
enjoyable  one,  and  gave  to  our  members  an  opportunity  to 
personally  meet  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  represent  the 
nations  of  the  two  Americas,  with  whom  it  is  to  be  hoped  our 
future  intercourse  will  be  more  frequent  and  considerable. 

In  June  last  the  Board  received  a  communication  from  the 
Grosvenor  Club,  of  135  New  Bond  Street,  West,  London, 
England,  proposing  an  interchange  of  courtesies  between  that 
organization  and  this  in  respect  to  members  of  either  crossing 
the  Atlantic.  After  careful  inquiry,  your  Board  felt  as  fully 
satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  accepting  the  invitation,  as  no 
doubt  the  Grosvenor  Club  had  by  previous  inquiry  satisfied 
itself  before  extending  it ;  and  accordingly,  by  resolution 
adopted  October  8,  the  invitation  was  accepted,  and  hereafter 
members  of  the  League  visiting  London  can,  by  presentation 
of  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  the  League,  become  a  foreign 
member  of  the  Grosvenor  Club  for  one  month  without  ballot 
and  without  fee,  while  at  the  same  time  members  of  that  Club 
will  upon  similar  verification  be  cordially  welcomed  to  the  use 
of  the  League  house  for  a  like  period. 

In  its  last  annual  report  the  Board  congratulated  the  League 
upon  the  result  of  the  then  recent  elections,  and  upon  the  res- 
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toration  to  power  of  the  Republican  party.  Since  then  Mr. 
Harrison  has  been  duly  inaugurated,  and  our  majority  in  Con¬ 
gress  strengthened  and  made  sure  by  the  admission  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  elected  from  the  four  new  states  recently  added  to  the  Union. 

Whatever  then  may  have  been  our  expectations  or  our 
hopes,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  but  just  now  that  the 
opportunity  for  their  fulfillment  has  arrived ;  that  it  was 
only  one  week  ago  that  the  result  of  the  elections  of  1888 
was  accomplished,  and  the  actual  power  to  frame  and  enact 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  country  became  vested  in  a 
President  and  Congress  in  sympathy  with  those  principles 
which  are  advocated  and  supported  by  the  Republican  party. 

In  respect  to  appointments  to  office,  President  Harrison 
has  faithfully  adhered  to  the  line  of  policy  indicated  by  the 
Chicago  platform  and  his  letter  of  acceptance  upon  wffiich  he 
was  elected. 

While  it  is  true  that  his  action  has  been  criticised  on  the  one 
hand  by  a  few  doctrinaires,  who  seem  foolishly  to  consider  the 
personnel  of  the  government  service  of  more  importance  than 
the  principles  upon  which  it  is  administered,  on  the  ground 
that  officials  who  happened  to  be  Democrats  have  been  removed 
from  office,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  President  has  been  as¬ 
sailed  by  many  disappointed  office-seekers  because  he  did  not 
remove  more ;  but  the  fact  is,  and  the  general  verdict  must  be, 
that  President  Harrison  has  fairly  fulfilled  in  letter  and  in 
spirit  the  pledges  made  by  him  before  his  election. 

Those  who  complain  that  all  Democratic  incumbents  are  not 
removed  from  office  must  remember  that  in  every  national 
platform  since  1872  the  Republican  party  has  pronounced 
against  the  removal  of  competent  men  for  party  reasons,  and 
that  General  Harrison  is  bound  by  those  declarations  and  can¬ 
not  honorably  disregard  them,  while  on  the  other  hand  those 
who  complain  that  he  has  been  false  to  his  promises  should 
point  to  some  instance  of  removal  not  fully  justified  on  grounds 
distinct  from  party.  This  thev  cannot  do. 

Mr.  Curtis,  the  spokesman  of  these  alleged  u  Reformers,”  in 
a  speech  full  of  inaccuracies  has  attacked  the  administration 
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because  of  certain  removals  in  the  New  York  Custom  House; 
but  the  necessity  for  those  removals  was  clearly  imperative,  for 
the  secret  was  an  open  one  and  the  fact  notorious  that  the 
administration  of  the  customs  laws  in  the  port  of  New  York 
was  unduly  favorable  to  the  importer,  injurious  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  other  ports,  and  destructive  of  one  of  the  purposes 
sought  to  be  accomplished  by^the  duties  imposed.  Behind  the 
veil  of  Mr.  Curtis’  advocacy  of  civil  service  reform  may  be 
seen  the  substance  of  his  devotion  to  free  trade ;  and  had  the 
Democratic  administration  of  the  New  York  Custom  House 
been  more  efficient,  we  would  have  heard  much  less  of  the  re¬ 
movals  and  changes  there  made  by  Mr.  Harrison,  from  Mr. 
Curtis  and  his  friends,  who  make  up  in  assertion  what  they 
lack  in  strength,  and  who  substitute  denunciation  and  oratory 
for  plain  facts. 

A  quite  notable  instance  of  the  result  of  the  intelligent  and 
vigorous  interpretation  of  the  customs  laws  was  seen  in  the 
effect  of  the  decision  relative  to  worsteds  recently  made  by 
United  States  Appraiser  Leach  of  this  port,  which  was  at  once 
adopted  by  the  Treasury  Department  and  put  in  force  through¬ 
out  the  country. 

That  civil  service  reform  is  now  firmly  established  and  will 
not  be  receded  from  by  the  Republican  party  seems  to  be  clear ; 
but  that  it  is  of  importance  quite  secondary  to  many  other 
matters  is  equally  clear,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
care  but  little  as  to  the  persons  who  fill  the  federal  offices  but 
care  very  much  as  to  how  those  offices  are  administered,  are 
fully  satisfied  with  the  good  faith  and  good  judgment  with 
which  President  Harrison  has  made  removals  and  appoint¬ 
ments.  He  has  merited  and  receives  the  full  confidence  of  the 
American  people. 

But  in  the  broad  field  of  legislation  the  Republican  party 
stands  pledged  to  certain  definite  lines  of  action  which  the 
nation  has  ratified  and  approved  and  elected  executive  and 
legislators  to  carry  out. 

First  and  most  important  of  all  stands  the  preservation  of  a 
free  and  equal  suffrage,  so  that  those  elected  to  make  and  to 
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execute  the  laws  shall  truly  represent  the  constituencies  from 
which  they  derive  their  powers. 

It  is  quite  convenient  for  the  Democracy  to  represent  the 
attempt  to  secure  by  law  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of 
the  right  to  vote  and  the  honest  counting  of  the  legal  votes 
cast  as  partisan  legislation,  and  as  the  revival  of  dead  issues, 
but  no  such  representation  can  hide  the  fact  that  an  honest  bal¬ 
lot  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  peaceable  government,  and 
that  a  free  and  self-respecting  people  will  not  always  tamely 
submit  to  force  and  fraud,  nor  permit  the  policy  of  this  great 
nation  to  be  dictated  by  legislators  never  legally  elected. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the  Federal  Con¬ 
gress  has  power  to  enact  and  enforce  such  laws  as  will  secure 
the  integrity  of  its  representation,  and  the  people  expect,  and 
the  Republican  party  has  pledged  itself  to,  the  firm  and  effi¬ 
cient  exercise  of  the  power  so  conferred. 

But  government  is  essentially  a  practical  matter  of  every¬ 
day  business,  and  grave  questions  of  economic  science  present 
themselves  for  solution  and  require  wise  legislation  to  enforce 
the  decision.  The  Republican  party  has  been  restored  to  place 
because  the  people  have  approved  and  adopted  those  principles 
of  government  which  it  advocates,  and  they  expect  and  de¬ 
mand  that  it  will  exercise  the  power  conferred  upon  it  to  enact 
and  enforce  such  laws  as  shall  efficiently  promote  those  prin¬ 
ciples.  On  no  other  ground  can  it  expect  to  maintain  its 
supremacy. 

To  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof  is  one  of  the 
attributes  of  sovereignty  committed  by  the  Constitution  to  the 
Federal  government;  and  by  Act  of  28th  February,  1878, 
passed  over  the  veto  of  a  Republican  President,  it  was  enacted 
that  371J  grains  of  silver  and  41J  grains  of  copper,  melted 
together  and  stamped  with  the  mark  of  one  dollar,  should 
thereafter  be  a  legal  tender  at  its  nominal  value  for  all  debts 
and  dues,  public  and  private,  and  it  was  further  provided  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  cause  to  be  coined 
monthly  not  less  than  two  million  or  more  than  four  million 
of  such  alleged  dollars.  To-day,  under  the  operation  of  this 
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law,  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  fourteen  hundred  mill¬ 
ions  of  money  in  circulation  in  this  country  consists  of  these 
coins,  or  certificates  representing  them,  which  are  worth  in  gold 
but  about  71 J  cents  each. 

As  it  is  clear  that  no  government  stamp  can  increase  the  in¬ 
trinsic  value  of  the  metal  on  which  it  is  imprinted,  so  also  it  is 
as  equally  plain  and  indisputable  that  any  considerable  increase 
in  the  proportion  which  such  currency  bears  to  the  money  in 
circulation  must  affect  the  standard  of  values  and  react  injuri¬ 
ously  upon  the  commerce  and  the  credit  of  the  country  which 
employs  it. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  been  on  the  side  of  sound 
finance.  It  opposed,  at  great  apparent  risk  to  its  own  suprem¬ 
acy,  the  craze  for  paper  money  which  a  few  years  ago  swept 
the  country,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  men  of 
property  as  well  as  the  wage-earners,  look  to  it  to-day  to  enact 
such  laws  as  will,  without  disturbance  of  present  conditions, 
prevent  the  evils  that  must  necessarily  result  from  any  material 
increase  of  a  debased  and  discredited  coinage. 

But  the  main  economic  issue  which  now  concerns  the  coun¬ 
try  is  that  of  the  tariff ;  and  by  the  continued  and  exhaustive 
discussion  which  it  has  already  received  it  has  been  brought 
home  and  made  clear  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  voters  that, 
whatever  may  be  his  position  in  life  or  his  method  of  gaining 
a  livelihood,  whether  laborer  or  capitalist,  merchant  or  man¬ 
ufacturer,  the  customs  laws  of  the  United  States  affect  with 
absolute  certainty  and  almost  directly  the  peculiar  personal  in¬ 
terests  of  every  individual.  No  man  can  give  the  subject  much 
thought  without  perceiving  that  the  tariff  affects  materially 
and  immediately  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  whatever 
his  means  or  occupation,  and  it  has  thus  become  a  vital  and 
pressing  question  as  to  how  he  is  affected,  whether  injuriously 
or  otherwise,  by  the  imposition  of  protective  duties. 

The  manufactures  which  sprang  into  existence  during  the 
war,  when  protected  not  merely  by  the  tariff  but  also  by  the 
almost  prohibitory  premium  on  the  gold  with  which  imports 
had  to  be  paid  for,  and  which  so  enhanced  the  price  of  all  im- 
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ported  articles  that  the  country  had  either  to  go  without  or 
make  them  at  home,  have  since  then  been  fostered  and  ex¬ 
tended  by  customs  laws  framed  and  enacted  by  the  Republican 
party,  until  now,  after  twenty-five  years  of  this  policy  of  pro¬ 
tection,  the  wealth  of  the  country  has  multiplied  beyond  all 
expectation  or  experience.  Judged  by  the  practical  tests  of 
the  ability  to  borrow  and  pay  money  and  the  ability  to  buy 
and  consume  luxuries,  the  American  people  are  to-day  by  much 
the  richest  and  most  prosperous  of  any  nation  now  existing  or 
of  which  any  record  has  been  preserved  in  history. 

But  the  customs  laws  now  in  force  are  mainly  re-enactments 
of  those  passed  twenty-five  years  ago,  with  disjointed  amend¬ 
ments  or  reductions  adopted  without  reference  to  any  general 
plan ;  and  owing  to  this  as  well  as  to  the  changes  in  trade  pro¬ 
duced  by  time,  changes  in  commercial  nomenclature  and  in¬ 
accurate  and  ill-considered  judicial  decisions,  it  has  happened 
that  the  present  laws  are  in  some  cases  insufficient,  in  others 
unduly  onerous,  and  in  many  easy  of  evasion,  and  yet  as  a 
whole  produce,  with  the  receipts  from  other  sources,  a  revenue 
in  excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  government. 

So  rich  is  the  United  States  that,  while  the  governments  of 
other  countries  are  straining  every  nerve  and  exercising  every 
ingenuity  to  raise  the  money  necessary  for  their  support,  we 
alone  are  seeking  some  legitimate  means  to  dispose  of  our  na¬ 
tional  revenues ;  while  they  seek  to  avoid  a  deficit,  we  are  try¬ 
ing  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  surplus. 

The  Democratic  party,  always  opposed  to  the  principle  of  pro¬ 
tection,  ably  assisted  by  the  foreign  agents  and  importers  of  New 
York,  have  used  the  recognized  imperfections  and  incongrui¬ 
ties  in  the  tariff  laws  as  they  now  stand,  together  with  the  fact 
of  the  surplus  itself,  as  their  strongest  arguments  against  the 
republican  system  of  protection  to  American  industry  which 
has  produced  the  wealth  and  prosperity  we  now  enjoy. 

Their  arguments  have  been  ingeniously  stated  and  plausibly 
maintained,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  have  the  support 
of  very  many  theorists  whose  learning  and  probity  cannot  be 
questioned. 
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To  the  Republican  party  which  devised,  framed  and  enacted 
the  system  of  customs  laws  under  which  we  have  so  greatly 
prospered,  the  country  has  committed  the  task,  difficult  and 
delicate  but  not  impossible,  to  so  adjust  those  laws  that  while 
producing  no  more  than  the  needed  revenue  they  shall  yet  con¬ 
tinue,  enforce  and  strengthen  their  protection  to  American  in¬ 
dustries,  and  enable  the  citizen  laborer  here  to  continue  to  suc¬ 
cessfully  compete  with  the  pauper  and  degraded  labor  of 
Europe. 

In  the  execution  of  these  tasks  the  Republican  represent¬ 
atives  in  Congress  will  encounter  the  unyielding  opposition  of 
the  Democratic  party,  made  desperate  by  the  consciousness 
that  the  enactment  by  the  Republicans  of  the  legislation  to 
which  they  stand  pledged  will  secure  to  them  control  of  the 
government  so  long  as  they  adhere  to  the  principles  which 
they  represent. 

Fortunately  our  party  leaders  are  men  of  strong  political 
faith,  with  the  courage  of  their  convictions  and  the  intelligence 
and  capacity  to  avail  themselves  of  the  power  confided  to  them 
by  the  people. 

Regardless  of  the  senseless  cry  of  u  boss  interference,”  they 
have  organized  the  House  by  choosing  for  Speaker  a  leader  of 
brains,  strength  and  courage  equal  to  the  task,  and  will  now 
enact  rules  of  procedure  which,  while  preserving  the  just  right 
of  the  minority,  will  yet  enable  the  legal  majority  to  enact 
those  laws  necessary  to  be  passed  notwithstanding  the  dilatory 
tactics  and  factious  opposition  of  political  adversaries. 

The  time  to  fulfill  the  pledges  of  our  party  has  now  come, 
and  we  may  safely  leave  to  President  Harrison  and  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Senators  and  Representatives  the  difficult  task  of  devis¬ 
ing,  enacting  and  enforcing  such  laws  as  will  preserve  to  the 
country  domestic  tranquillity  and  financial  prosperity,  pledging 
them  our  earnest  and  hearty  sympathy  and  support. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

SILAS  W.  PETTIT, 

Secretary. 

December  9,  1889. 


AUDITORS’  REPORT 


Philadelphia,  December  2,  1889. 


To  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia : 

Gentlemen  : — The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1889,  compared 
them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct.  They 
present  in  the  aggregate  the  following  figures : 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1888, . 

Entrance  Fee  from  46  members,  @  $100, . 

Annual  Tax,  1878,  2  members,  @  $40, .  80  00 

“  “  1889,  1321  members,  @  $50,  ....  66,050  00 

Half  Annual  Tax,  1888,  4  members,  @  $25,  .  .  .  100  00 

“  “  “  1889,  13  members,  @  $25, .  .  .  325  00 

Annual  Tax  under  Rule  19,  1889,  5  members, 

@  $25, .  125  00 

Annual  Tax,  1881,  1  member,  @  $40, .  40  00 

“  “  Balance  under  Rule  19,  1889,  2  mem¬ 
bers,  @  $25, . .  50  00 

Annual  Tax,  Army,  Navy  and  Consular,  1888,  1, 

@  $30, .  30  00 

Annual  Tax,  Army,  Navy  and  Consular,  1889,  24, 

@  $30, .  720  00 

Received  from  Billiards, . $2,919  87 

“  “  Bowling  Alley, .  63  78 

“  “  Rent  of  Assembly  Hall  and  Private 

Dining-room, .  850  00 

“  “  Interest,  Expenses,  etc., . '  1,107  02 

“  for  Account  Sinking  Fund,  Interest,  etc., 

on  Investments, .  3,282  65 

“  from  Rent,  1416  Sansom  Street,  ....  250  00 

“  “  “  1423  Moravian  Street,  .  .  .  180  00 

“  “  Temporary  Loan, .  27,000  00 

“  “  Sales  of  Merchandise, .  25,204  85 

“  “  Sale  of  Investments,  Account  Sink¬ 
ing  Fund, .  18,500  00 

“  Sale  of  Household  Effects,  ....  228  93 


$5,199  39 
4,600  00 


67,520  00 


79,587  10 


o 


(17) 


$156,906  49 
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Amount  brought  forward, . $156,906  49 

Expenditures. 

Annual  Tax  returned, . $100  00 

Billiards,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Supplies  and  Re- 

pairs, .  2,263  33 

Bowling  Alley,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Supplies  and 

Repairs, .  170  30 

Interest  on  Union  League  Bonds,  etc., .  4,152  06 

Household  Effects, .  3,553  01 

Library  Committee, . .  .  2,651  59 

Taxes,  Water  Rent  and  Sewer  Connection,  .  .  .  4,166  29 

Repairs  to  League  House, . 3,371  30 

Repairs  to  Llousehold  Effects, . 1,415  81 

Stock  Indicators,  Telephone,  etc., .  979  70 

Brush  Electric  Lights, .  500  00 

Edison  “  “  . 4,921  89 

Gas, .  2,672  45 

Fuel, .  2,260  90 

Ice, .  1,659  05 

Salaries,  Wages  and  Board  of  Employes,  ....  20,962  66 

Entertainments,  Lunches,  etc., .  2,664  10 

Merchandise, .  20,332  70 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.,  Garden,  License, 

Draping,  Decorations,  Uniforms,  Advertising, 

Printing,  Postage,  Stationery,  etc., .  4,805  78 

Improvements,  Parlor,  Blue  Room,  Old  Directors’ 

Room,  Gas  Fixtures,  and  renewing  Main  Hall 

Floor, .  17,332  13 

Taxes,  etc.,  1416  Sansom  Street, .  465  56 

“  “  1423  Moravian  Street, .  173  64 

Temporary  Insurance, .  1,150  00 

Redemption  of  Union  League  5  per  cent.  Bonds,  .  53,500  00 

Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurance, .  300  00 

-  156,524  25 


Balance  of  cash  on  hand, .  $382  24 


G.  H.  NORTH, 

ABRAHAM  S.  PATTERSON, 
R.  L.  AUSTIN, 


Auditors. 
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UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP 


FOE  THE  PAST  YEAR. 


Active. 


Membership  December  1,  1888, .  1,322 

Elected  and  qualified  during  1889, .  29 


1,351 

Active. 

Resigned, . 25 

Deceased, . 19 

Suspended, . 4 

—  48 


1,303 


Rule  19. 

Active  to  Non-Resident  (Rule  19), .  3  3 

Active  Membership,  December  1,  1889, .  1,300  3 — 1,303 

Active  Members  elected  and  not  yet  qualified, .  19 

Total, . 1,322 


ARMY,  NAVY  AND  CONSULAR  ROLL. 


Total,  December  1,  1888, . 22 

Elected  and  qualified, .  7 

29 

Withdrawn, .  7 


Total,  December  2,  1889, 


22 


21 


The  following  table  shows  the  active  membership  of  the 
League  from  1863  to  December  2,  1889 : 


1863,  .... 

.  .  .  .  968 

1864,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,129 

1865,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,760 

1866,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,970 

1867,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,805 

1868,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,765 

1869,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,858 

1870,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,746 

1871,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,740 

1872,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,800 

1873,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,861 

1874,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,660 

1875,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,558 

1876,  .... 

.  .  .  .  1,434 

1877,  1,181 

1878,  874 

1879,  851 

1880,  938 

1881,  978 

1882,  .  1,081 

1883,  1,153 

1884,  1,213 

1885,  1,250 

1886,  1,250 

1887,  1,250 

1888,  1,322 

1889,  1,322 


ABSTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines  and  other 
periodicals  now  subscribed  to  : 


English. 

The  Edinburgh  Review. 

The  Quarterly  Review. 

The  Fortnightly  Review. 

The  Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 

Macmillan. 

Temple  Bar. 

Notes  and  Queries. 

Chambers’  Journal. 

Blackwood’s  Magazine. 

Sporting  and  Dramatic  News. 

The  Illustrated  Zeitung,  German. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  French. 
Le  Monde  Illustre. 

American. 


All  the  Year  Round. 

Athenaeum. 

The  London  Illustrated  News. 

The  London  Punch. 

The  London  Weekly  Times. 

The  London  Graphic. 

The  London  Truth. 

Saturday  Review. 

Pall  Mall  Budget. 

The  Spectator. 

The  Field  and  Farm. 

The  Nineteenth  Century. 

Longman’s  Magazine. 

The  Westminster  Review. 

The  Art  Journal. 

Harper’s  Monthly,  2  copies. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

%/ 

The  Century,  3  copies. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

North  American  Review. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
Wallace’s  Monthly. 

Financial  and  Commercial  Chron¬ 
icle. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated  News. 
Harper’s  Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 

Scientific  American  and  Supplement. 
Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

Army  and  Navy  Register. 

Wilkes’  Spirit. 

Puck. 

The  American. 

Life. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

The  Nation. 

Postal  Guide  of  the  United  States. 


American  Naturalist. 

Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History 
and  Biography. 

Journal  of  the  Military  Service  In¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 
Political  Science  Quarterly. 

Library  Notes. 

Public  Service  Review. 

Iron  Age. 

Public  Opinion. 

Judge. 

Scribner’s. 

Shakespeariana. 

Outing. 

Forum  Magazine. 

Cook’s  Studio. 

Legal  Intelligencer. 

Dry  Goods  Chronicle. 

Literary  News. 

The  Library  Journal. 

American  Notes  and  Queries. 

United  Service  Magazine. 

American  Economist,  3  copies. 
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Weekly  Newspapers. 


Germantown  Telegraph. 

Railway  World. 

Commercial  List  and  Price  Current. 
Taggart’s  Sunday  Times,  7  copies. 
Sunday  Transcript,  6  copies. 

Sunday  World,  5  copies. 

Sunday  Mercury,  3  copies. 

Sunday  Record,  7  copies. 

Sunday  Dispatch,  4  copies. 

Sunday  Press,  10  copies. 

Sunday  Inquirer,  10  copies. 

Sunday  Times  (McClure’s),  8  copies. 
Sunday  News,  9  copies. 

Sunday  New  York  Herald,  5  copies. 
Sunday  New  York  Press,  3  copies. 
Sunday  New  York  Tribune,  8  copies. 
Sunday  New  York  Times,  5  copies. 


Sunday  New  York  Sun,  5  copies. 
Sunday  New  York  World,  5  copies. 
The  Morning  Journal  (New  York), 
1  copy. 

Sunday  Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  1  copy. 
Sunday  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat,  1 
copy. 

Sunday  Baltimore  American,  1  copy. 
Sunday  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  1 
copy. 

Weekly  Bulletin. 

Bradstreet’s. 

Quaker  City  Guide. 

Postal  Guide. 

The  Sporting  Life,  1  copy. 

The  Voice. 


Daily  Newspapers. 


North  American,  10  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  7  copies. 

Inquirer,  10  copies. 

The  Times,  7  copies. 

The  Press,  10  copies. 

Evening  Telegraph,  25  copies — first 
edition,  4;  last  edition,  21. 

Evening  Bulletin,  27  copies — first 
edition,  4;  third  edition,  2;  last 
edition,  21. 

Evening  Call,  19  copies — first  edition, 
4 ;  last  edition,  15. 

Evening  Star,  6  copies. 

The  Daily  News,  9  copies. 

New  York  Herald,  5  copies. 

New  York  Press,  3  copies. 

New  York  Mail  and  Express,  3 
copies. 

New  York  Tribune,  8  copies. 

New  York  Times,  5  copies. 


New  York  World,  5  copies. 

New  York  Sun,  5  copies. 

The  Morning  Journal  (New  York), 
1  copy. 

New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  1 
copy. 

New  York  Evening  Post,  2  copies. 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  1 
copy. 

New  York  Daily  Commercial  Bulletin, 
1  copy. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 
Boston  Morning  Journal,  1  copy. 

St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat,  1  copy. 
Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  1  copy. 
Pittsburgh  Commercial  Gazette. 
Washington  Star,  1  copy. 

Baltimore  American,  1  copy. 

Tacoma  Ledger,  1  copy. 

San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

SAMUEL  B.  HUEY, 

Chairman. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE. 


Organized  December  27,  1862. 
Incorporated  March  30,  1864. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

PRESS  OF  HENRY  B.  ASHMEAD, 

1102  and  1104  Sansom  Street. 

1890. 


OFFICERS 


ELECTED  DECEMBER  8,  1890. 


PRESIDENT. 

Edwin  H.  Fitter. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Theo.  E.  Wiedersheim,  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

\  -  * 

Silas  W.  Pettit,  Joseph  B.  Townsend. 


Winthrop  Smith, 
John  F.  Stoer, 

Joseph  S.  Neff,  M.D., 
William  B.  Warne, 
George  H.  Colket, 
Charles  E.  Pugh, 

E.  A.  Hancock, 


DIRECTORS. 

Jacob  Naylor, 

William  Potter, 

Joseph  G.  Darlington, 
George  H.  North, 

H.  Earnest  Goodman,  M.D., 
Fayette  B.  Plumb, 

Harry  F.  West, 

Charles  Thackara. 


TREASURER. 

Winthrop  Smith. 


SECRETARY. 

William  Potter. 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

T.  E.  Wiedersheim,  Chairman. 

Winthrop  Smith,  George  H.  Colket, 

William  B.  Warne,  H.  Earnest  Goodman,  M.D. 

GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

Silas  W.  Pettit,  Chairman. 

Jacob  Naylor,  Joseph  G.  Darlington, 

Charles  E.  Pugh,  Charles  Thackara. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Chairman. 

John  F.  Stoer,  E.  A.  Hancock, 

Joseph  S.  Nepf,  M.D.,  George  H.  North. 

PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Joseph  B.  Townsend,  Chairman. 

E.  A.  Hancock,  Fayette  B.  Plumb, 

William  Potter,  Harry  F.  West. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


T.  Bussell  Dawson,  Chairman. 
Carlton  M.  Moody,  Secretary. 


Thomas  Wistar,  M.D., 
E.  F.  Kingsley, 
Henry  H.  Ellison, 
Lincoln  K.  Passmore, 
Daniel  A.  Keyes, 


A.  Maxwell  Sheppard, 
William  F.  Dreer, 
James  Butterworth, 

J.  Tatnall  Lea, 
Effingham  B.  Morris, 


Eobert  C.  Thomas. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 

UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Sixce  the  last  annual  meeting  the  work  of  adding  to  and 
embellishing  the  interior  of  the  League  House  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  by  your  Board  of  Directors,  and  a  decided  and  very 
successful  change  has  been  made  in  the  administration  of  its 
domestic  economies. 

Bv  the  liberality  of  our  former  President,  Mr.  Edwin  N. 
Benson,  who  contributed  the  large  sum  necessary  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  the  billiard-room  has  been  materially  enlarged  by  an 
annex  in  which  five  additional  tables  have  been  placed,  which 
adds  much  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  our  members  who  find  bodily  exercise  and  mental 
recreation  in  the  game,  as  well  as  to  the  finish  and  beauty  of 
the  House  itself. 

This  instance  of  the  discriminating  liberality  of  Mr.  Benson 
is  but  another  of  many  acts  of  generosity  evincing  the  deep 
and  intelligent  interest  which  he  takes  in  the  welfare  of  our 
organization ;  and  as  we  are  mainly  indebted  to  him  for  the 
beautiful  memorial  window  at  the  head  of  the  main  stairway, 
and  for  the  annex  building  itself,  it  has  been  decided  to  call 
this  additional  billiard-room  by  his  name,  and  it  will  be  here¬ 
after  designated  the  “  Benson  Annex.” 

Another  improvement,  the  full  benefit  of  which  will  be 
more  and  more  appreciated  with  the  lapse  of  time,  has  been 
made  in  the  basement  of  the  main  building  by  the  construction 
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of  baths,  including  a  needle  bath  and  a  swimming  pool  of  about 
twelve  by  twenty-six  feet,  with  an  average  depth  of  water  of 
nearly  six  feet.  The  barber  shop  has  also  been  enlarged. 

These  accommodations  of  a  kind  which  have  heretofore  been 
confined  to  such  clubs  as  the  Fencing  and  Sparring  Club,  and 
the  Athletic  Club  here,  and  the  Racquet  and  similar  clubs  in 
New  York  and  other  cities,  fill  a  want  of  the  large  and  con¬ 
stantly-increasing  proportion  of  our  membership  who,  at  least 
for  part  of  the  year,  make  the  League  House  their  home,  and 
will  be  at  all  times  a  great  convenience  to  many  who  may  care 
'  to  use  them  but  occasionally.  They  help  to  complete  our 
House  as  one  of  the  most  perfectly-appointed  club-houses  in 
the  country. 

'  On  A  ugust  1  last  the  Board  again,  after  the  lapse,  of  nearly 
twelve  years,  resumed  control  of  the  restaurant  department. 

For  many  years  the  restaurant  was  a  source  of  varying  but 
always  considerable  expense  to  the  League,  attaining  in  one 
year  to  the  considerable  sum  of  nearly  $19,000,  and  in  another 
year  (1876)  having  been  reduced  to  but  little  over  $1000.  The 
average  annual  loss  from  this  department  was  about  $5000. 
In  1878,  just  before  the  arrangement  was  changed,  it  was 
stated  in  the  annual  report  that  “  the  customary  loss  on  it  (the 
restaurant)  has  been  reduced  to  $3622.02,  showing  a  less  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  League  from  this  department  than  in  any  one 
year,  with  one  exception,  since  our  organization.” 

On  February  1,  1879,  the  restaurant  of  the  League  was 
leased  to  the  late  Mr.  Nunzio  Finelli,  a  caterer  of  well-known 
capacity  and  reputation,  and  thereafter,  until  the  1st  of  last 
August,  this  arrangement  was  continued  under  several  different 
stewards  who  were  selected  with  great  care,  but  whose  admin¬ 
istration  failed  to  give  entire  satisfaction  at  all  times  to  the 
membership. 

Since  the  practical  charge  of  this  department  has  been  re¬ 
sumed  by  the  Board  the  result  has  been  most  gratifying.  The 
service  has  been  added  to  and  improved  by  the  addition  of  six 
employees,  and  the  prices  charged  for  most  articles  served  have 
been  materially  reduced,  so  that  it  may  be  truly  said  that  our 
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members  can  get  a  better  service  at  a  less  cost  in  their  own 
House  than  in  any  other  place  in  the  city ;  while  at  the  same 
time  the  net  result  of  the  four  months  operation  of  the  new 
svstem  shows  a  small  profit  to  the  general  funds  of  the  League. 

The  whole  charge  of  the  detail  of  this  management,  as  well 
as  the  superintendence  of  the  building  of  the  Benson  Annex 
and  other  improvements  in  the  House,  has  been  of  course  borne 
by  the  House  Committee,  and  the  Board,  as  well  as  the  mem¬ 
bership,  are  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  of  that  committee  for 
the  very  intelligent  and  efficient  discharge  of  their  onerous  and 
exacting,  and  often  disagreeable,  duties. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  League  continues  to  improve. 
The  large  floating  debt,  which  was  last  year  necessarily  allowed 
to  stand  over  so  that  the  mortgage  upon  the  League  House 
might  be  finally  paid  off  and  satisfied,  has  been  considerably 
reduced  and  now  stands  at  the  sum  of  only  $15,000,  which 
will  be  entirely  paid  off  during  the  next  two  months,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  be  found  unnecessary  to  incur  any  further 
indebtedness  during  the  coming  year.  The  attention  of  the 
members  is  called  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the 
auditors  appointed  thereon,  which  are  submitted  herewith. 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  the  League  for  the  ensuing  year 
the  annual  tax  has  been  fixed  at  $50. 

By  an  amendment  to  our  By-Laws  adopted  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  the  membership  of  the  League,  which  was  then  1322, 
was  increased  to  1400,  exclusive  of  those  associates  who  by 
reason  of  their  public  employment  are  admitted  to  our  army, 
navy  and  consular  roll,  and  the  78  vacancies  >th us  created  were 
speedily  filled  from  a  long  list  of  candidates  seeking  admission. 

To  the  1322  members  standing  on  our  rolls  on  the  1st  day 
of  December  last  there  have  been  added  by  election  139,  making 
a  total  of  1461,  of  which  number  we  have,  however,  unhappily 
lost  by  death  42,  by  resignation  16,  and  3  have  been  suspended 
under  our  By-Laws,  so  that  the  number  of  active  members  now 
on  the  rolls  of  the  League  is  1400,  14  of  whom  however  have 
not  yet  qualified  ;  in  addition  to  whom  we  have  18  associates  on 
the  army,  navy  and  consular  roll.  There  are  196  applicants 
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for  active  membership,  many  of  whom  have  been  now  waiting 
for  a  period  of  nearly  two  years. 

The  increase  of  membership  created  by  the  amendment  to 
our  By-Laws  very  materially  added  to  the  delicate  and  im¬ 
portant  duties  imposed  upon  the  Committee  on  Membership, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  Board  and  of  the  League  are  due  to  the 
gentlemen  of  that  committee  for  the  promptness,  impartiality 
and  ability  with  which  they  have  discharged  them. 

The  Library  Committee  reports  that  it  has  continued  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  current  newspapers,  magazines  and  periodicals  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  list  of  them  attached  to  its  report  shows 
that  they  have  been  well  selected  and  that  nothing  further  can 
be  desired  in  this  particular.  The  committee  has  expended 
$2717.86,  and  there  have  been  added  139  volumes  to  the 
library  during  the  past  year. 

The  thanks  of  the  League  are  due  to  our  fellow  members — 
Hon.  Charles  O’Neill  and  Hon..  Henry  H.  Bingham — for  a 
number  of  very  valuable  documents  presented  by  them  to  the 
library. 

The  Board  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  presentation  by 
Mr.  Robert  Eden  Brown  of  a  complete  set  of  that  very  valu¬ 
able  edition  of  Shakespeare  which,  having  been  revised  by 
George  Steevens,  was  printed  in  London  by  John  and  Josiah 
Boydell  and  George  and  W.  Nicol  in  1802.  This  rare  and 
beautifully-illustrated  edition  is  well  bound  and  perfectly  pre¬ 
served,  and  in  addition  to  its  intrinsic  value  will  be  much 
prized  because  once  the  property  of  our  distinguished  fellow 
citizen,  the  late  David  Paul  Brown,  Esq. 

Under  the  will  of  our  late  fellow  member,  Mr.  George  S. 
Pepper,  the  League  will,  upon  the  settlement  of  his  estate,  re¬ 
ceive  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  “  for  purchase  of  library,” 
and  under  the  residuary  clause  of  the  will  it  is  expected  that 
an  additional  and  nearly  equal  sum  will  be  received,  “  to  be 
held  in  trust  as  an  endowment  fund,  the  interest  only  to  be  ex¬ 
pended  for  the  use  of  said  institution.” 

Whatever  may  be  the  strictly  legal  effect  of  these  bequests, 
the  incoming  Board  will  no  doubt  follow  the  directions  which 
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the  testator  coupled  with  his  bounty,  and  the  addition  to 
the  books  in  our  library  which  the  legacy  will  enable  us  to 
make  will  render  necessary  considerable  additions  to  its  furni¬ 
ture  and  book-cases — additions  already  much  needed  to  enable 
us  to  utilize  many  valuable  volumes  now  stored  away  in  inac¬ 
cessible  places. 

With  these  additions  our  library,  already  somewhat  noted  as 
an  unusually  well-selected  one,  will  become  one  of  the  most 
considerable  of  any  owned  by  similar  organizations. 

The  Art  Association  continues  its  good  work,  and  it  is  un¬ 
derstood  will,  with  the  funds  now  in  hand  and  the  annual  con¬ 
tributions  which  it  expects  and  should  receive  from  our  mem¬ 
bership  for  the  ensuing  year,  soon  adorn  our  house  with  yet 
another  beautiful  and  costly  work  of  art.  The  Board  takes 
pleasure  in  again  recommending  the  Art  Association  to  the 
attention  and  liberality  of  the  membership. 

During  the  year  we  have  received  from  our  fellow  member, 
Mr.  Matthew  Wilson,  a  very  beautifully-executed  and  life-like 
portrait  of  our  retiring  President,  Mr.  Houston,  painted  by 
the  donor  himself,  and  from  others  of  our  members  portraits 
of  our  former  Presidents,  Hon.  John  P.  Verree  and  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Smith,  so  that  we  now  have  the  satisfaction  of 
having  portraits  of  all  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  have 
been  honored  with  the  presidency  of  this  organization. 

Pursuant  to  the  precedent  now  established  at  the  expressed 
wish  of  the  League  for  an  annual  partial  change  in  your  Board 
of  Directors,  five  members  have  declined  renomination,  viz., 
President  Houston,  Vice-president  Dolan  and  Directors  Coch¬ 
ran,  Michener  and  Murphy. 

For  ten  years  Vice-president  and  for  two  years  President  of 
the  Union  League,  Mr.  William  C.  Houston  has  endeared  him¬ 
self  to  all  by  his  uniform  courtesy  and  never-failing  kindness, 
and  at  the  same  time  won  their  respect  by  his  sterling  integ¬ 
rity  and  good  judgment.  The  Board  feel  sure  they  but  give 
voice  to  the  unanimous  feeling  of  their  fellow  members  in  ex¬ 
pressing  their  regret  that  Mr.  Houston  should  retire  from  our 
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presidency,  and  hope  that  he  may  long  continue  in  health  and 
prosperity  to  be  one  of  our  membership. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dolan  has  for  ten  years  served  the  League  as 
Director  and  Vice-president,  and  given  to  it  at  all  times  the 
benefit  of  the  vigorous  intelligence,  clear  judgment  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  affairs  which  characterize  him,  and  which  have  placed 
him  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  leaders  of  Philadelphia  in  all 
that  pertains  to  its  prosperity.  In  the  management  of  large 
industrial,  commercial  and  corporate  interests  his  advice  is 
sought  and  is  potential,  and  we  have  cause  to  regret  that 
he  feels  himself  unable  to  longer  continue  as  one  of  our 
officers. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cochran  has  been  so  long  and  so  prominently 

identified  with  every  movement  for  the  improvement  of  our 

city,  and,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 

with  the  administration  of  its  finances,  that  his  selection  as  our 

•  ' 

Treasurer  seemed  to  be  a  peculiarly  fitting  one,  and  his  faith¬ 
ful  service  as  such  for  the  last  six  years  has  confirmed  the 
wisdom  of  our  choice.  During  his  administration  as  Treas¬ 
urer  he  has  given  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  a  ripe  judg¬ 
ment  and  discretion,  and  so  husbanded  our  resources  that  we 
have  been  enabled  to  pay  off  and  satisfy  our  mortgage  debt, 
and  to  establish  our  financial  condition  on  a  firm  and  satis¬ 
factory  basis.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  pressure 
of  other  duties  and  interests  has  compelled  Mr.  Cochran  to  de¬ 
cline  a  renomination. 

Mr.  John  H.  Michener  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
League,  and  although  it  has  only  been  recently  that  he  has 
consented  to  act  as  one  of  our  Directors,  his  counsels  have 
always  been  at  the  service  of  our  organization.  As  a  mer¬ 
chant  and  financier  he  has  impressed  his  individuality  upon 
the  business  community  of  our  great  city,  and  yet  has 
found  time,  and  been  willing,  to  assume  the  duties  of  public 
offices  of  honor,  which  he  has  discharged  gratuitously,  with  a 
fidelity  and  ability  which  have  been  universally  recognized 
and  applauded  by  his  fellow  citizens.  We  have  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  feeling  assured  that  we  can  in  the  future,  as  in  the 


11 


past,  have  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Michener’s  services  whether  in  or 
out  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Mr.  Francis  W.  Murphy,  during  the  short  period  of  his 
service  before  being  compelled  by  ill  health  to  withdraw  from 
all  avoidable  engagements,  evinced  the  sterling  qualities  which 
originally  led  to  his  selection,  and  the  Board  will  regret  his  ab¬ 
sence,  as  well  as  sympathize  with  the  cause  of  it,  but  enjoy  the 
hope  of  seeing  him  soon  restored  to  health  and  strength. 

The  Board  of  Directors  congratulate  the  membership  upon 
the  result  attained  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  state  in  the  suit  brought  by  one  of  our  former  members  to 
compel  his  reinstatement. 

It  is  wholly  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  recapitulate  the  facts 
or  justify  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  body  of  the 
League  in  that  case.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  and  the  action  taken  was  based  upon  the  honest,  im¬ 
partial  and  deliberate  judgment  of  both  bodies,  and  that  the 
appeal  to  the  courts  made  by  the  late  member  was  in  effect  an 
attempt  to  subject  our  internal  management  to  the  supervision 
of  courts  whose  rules  and  methods  are  not  adapted,  nor  intended 
to  be  adapted,  to  the  exercise  of  such  jurisdiction. 

The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  effect  is  that  under 
the  charter  conferred  upon  us  by  the  state,  and  our  By-Laws 
adopted  pursuant  thereto  and  in  conformity  therewith,  we  have 
the  power  and  the  right  to  expel  from  our  membership  any 
whose  conduct  and  behavior  give  just  cause  for  such  action, 
and  that,  provided  always  the  methods  prescribed  by  our  By- 
Laws  are  followed,  and  notice  given  and  a  fair  hearing  had, 
we  ourselves  are  the  final  and  only  judges  of  the  justice  of  the 
cause  for,  and  of  the  propriety  of,  such  expulsion ;  and  it  may 
be  confidently  asserted  that  in  no  other  body  will  a  member 
charged  with  delinquency  find  a  more  impartial  or  indulgent 
tribunal  than  in  your  Board  of  Directors,  and  in  his  own  fellow 
members  of  this  League. 

The  Music  Committee,  composed  of  public-spirited  members 
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who  have  contributed  to  the  expenses,  have  again  provided 
weekly  concerts  by  an  exceedingly-good  orchestra  for  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  members,  and  have  provided  four  occasions  on 
which  they  can  be  also  enjoyed  by  the  ladies  of  their  families. 

During  tw^o  weeks  from  March  15  to  29  the  members  of  the 
League  met  in  friendly  rivalry  those  of  several  other  clubs  of 
our  city  in  a  “  Pool  Tournament/’  which  was  very  largely 
attended,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  the  victor  in  Mr. 
Louis  A.  Flanagan,  one  of  our  own  members. 

On  April  14,  15  and  16  the  League  House  was  thrown  open 
to  the  members  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  found¬ 
ation  of  their  honorable  order,  and  we  united  in  every  effort 
to  greet  and  entertain  the  gentlemen  of  the  Legion  with  the 
hospitality  for  which  our  city  is  noted  and  which  has  ever 
characterized  our  organization. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  the  League  received  General  W. 
T.  Sherman,  together  with  the  other  officers  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Legion  generally,  and 
on  that  night  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  here  in  our  own 
House  as  many  men  whose  public  services  justly  entitle  them 
to  be  called  distinguished  as  were  ever  gathered  together 
under  one  roof.  The  occasion  was  a  memorable  one,  and 
abounded  in  pleasant  incidents,  mutual  recognitions,  and  the 
renewal  of  old  friendships  formed  in  former  days  on  fields  of 
hardship  and  of  danger. 

The  companions  of  the  Order  were  assembled  here  from 
almost  every  state  in  the  Union,  and  the  Board  has  been  grat¬ 
ified  to  receive  on  behalf  of  the  League  testimonials  from  the 
several  commanderies,  engrossed  in  form  and  duly  attested  by 
their  respective  seals,  expressing  their  appreciation  of,  and 
thanks  for,  the  hospitalities  extended  to  them  by  the  Union 
League  on  that  occasion. 

On  September  30  the  Union  League  had  the  gratification  to 
receive  Hon.  George  W.  Delamater,  the  standard-bearer  of  our 
party  in  the  last  campaign,  and  on  November  1  to  receive 
again  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine,  when  our  members  had  an  oppor- 
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tunity  of  renewing  their  acquaintance  with  that  distinguished 
statesman  who  has  so  often  been  our  welcome  guest. 

One  year  ago  to-night  your  Board  of  Directors  congratulated 
you  upon  the  fact  that  a  Republican  Congress  had  once  more 
assembled,  and  predicted  that  it  would  adopt  such  rules  as 
would  enable  it  to  enact  appropriate  legislation  to  fulfill  its 
pledges  to  the  people  and  secure  adequate  and  justly-apportioned 
protection  to  American  industries,  and  an  election  law  which 
should  assure  to  the  whole  country  a  representation  in  Congress 
from  each  district  which  would  truly  represent  the  majority  of 
that  district — an  honestly-elected  Congress  whose  action  would 
be  justly  entitled  to,  and  would  receive,  the  acquiescence  of  the 
public. 

But  to-night  we  meet  again  under  the  shadow  of  a  great  re¬ 
verse,  and  with  the  knowledge  that  in  the  next  Congress  the 
Democratic  party  will  have  an  all-powerful  majority  of  more 
than  one  hundred  in  the  House ;  and  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  take  counsel  together  as  to  what  causes  have  produced 
this  result  and  how  they  may  best  be  counteracted. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  argue  that  the  administration 
of  the  government  of  a  free  people  is  eminently  a  practical 
thing  which  directly  concerns  not  only  the  safety  and  liberty 
of  their  persons,  but  also  the  security  and  welfare  of  their 
material  interests — the  certainty  with  which  they  can  pursue 
their  business  avocations  and  the  protection  afforded  to  the 
investment  of  their  savings — and  that  this  applies  to  all  alike, 
to  the  man  of  little  property  or  of  none  at  all,  who  asks  only 
the  privilege  of  certain  employment  at  fair  wages,  as  well  as 
to  those  whose  accumulations  place  them  in  the  class  called 
capitalists. 

Fortunately  under  no  possible  circumstances  can  the  safety 
and  liberty  of  the  person  of  the  American  citizen  be  now 
endangered  or  assailed,  and  the  political  questions  of  the  day 
have  become  economic  ones  pure  and  simple,  rather  than  con¬ 
stitutional  or  moral  ones. 

The  constitutional  question  of  the  maintenance  of  national 
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unity  is  forever  settled,  and  no  moral  question,  such  as  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  remains  undetermined  except  only  the 
question  of  prohibition,  which,  however,  has  now  happily  been 
generally  settled  by  the  enactment  of  laws  providing  for  some 
system  of  regulation  of  the  liquor  traffic.  However  contrary 
to  the  dogmas  of  those  who  see  naught  but  the  evils  of  alcohol, 
yet  regulation  has  been  found  to  best  meet  practically  the  needs 
of  those  communities  in  which  the  traffic  in  liquor  required 
control,  and  we  may  fairly  consider  that  with  but  few  excep¬ 
tions,  and  in  restricted  localities,  the  Prohibition  party  has 
ceased  to  exercise  any  appreciable  influence  upon  the  result  of 
general  elections. 

If,  therefore,  the  political  questions  which  are  submitted  to 
and  decided  by  the  people  at  the  polls  are  economic  ones  to  be 
decided  by  considerations  of  expediency  rather  than  of  moral 
right,  it  remains  to  consider  what  were  the  causes  of  the  change 
of  opinion  shown  by  the  result  of  late  elections ;  and  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  conceded  and  is  no  doubt  true  that  in  the  main  they 
were  to  be  found  in  two  things  nearly  akin,  and  if  reasoned 
out  in  some  sort  difficult  to  separate — viz.,  dissatisfaction  with 
the  revenue  act  known  as  the  McKinley  bill,  and  agricul¬ 
tural  discontent,  both  which  causes  appeal  very  closely  to,  and 
demand  the  careful  consideration  of,  an  organization  such  as 
the  Union  League,  composed  as  it  is  of  business  men  whose 
interests  are  wrapped  up  in  those  of  the  community  in  which 
they  live,  and  whose  intelligence  and  ability  make  them  proper 
teachers  and  leaders  of  the  people. 

That  the  McKinley  bill  enacted  a  system  of  duties  perfectly 
graduated  to  fairly  protect  each  and  all  of  the  varied  industries  of 
the  country,  those  not  yet  started  but  capable  of  establishment, 
and  those  recently  founded  but  not  yet  fully  developed,  as  well 
as  those  firmly  established  and  fully  grown,  no  man  can  assert  or 
know  until  some  experience  of  its  practical  effects  shall  enable 
us  to  determine  its  benefits,  and  deficiencies  if  any,  and  what¬ 
ever  they  may  be ;  but  that  in  the  main  it  will  accomplish  its 
purpose  may  be  fairly  assumed.  The  fact  that  our  foreign 
competitors  who  supply  us  with  so  much  that  we  can  better, 
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and  after  a  little  while  more  cheaply,  make  for  ourselves,  have 
raised  so  loud  an  outcry  against  it,  and  have  at  great  meetings 
petitioned  their  governments  to  adopt  retaliatory  measures,  is 
strong  proof  that  the  bill  was  and  is  a  measure  which  will  add 
to  our  industries,  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  is  a  direct  admis¬ 
sion  that  the  legislation  complained  against  will  tend  to  make 
us  more  and  more  self-supporting  and  less  dependent  upon 
foreign  markets. 

That  the  first  effect  of  such  a  bill  would  be  to  afford  an  excuse 
for  raising  prices  might  reasonably  be  expected,  and  indeed  in 
many  instances  that  was  its  direct  purpose,  for  not  otherwise 
could  capital  and  labor  be  induced  to  enter  into  new  fields 
which  were  unprofitable  so  long  as  exposed  to  unrestricted 
foreign  competition.  That  the  first  effect  of  such  increase  in 
prices  would  be  to  arouse  the  opposition  of  the  large  class  who 
will  not  look,  and  perhaps  cannot  see,  beyond  the  immediate 
present,  was  also  naturally  to  be  expected ;  but  we  may  reason¬ 
ably  expect  that  as  time  passes  and  prices  again  settle  them¬ 
selves  their  eyes  will  be  opened  and  they  will  find,  in  the  then 
immediate  present,  good  cause  and  reason  for  sustaining  by 
their  votes  that  system  which  will  have  brought  them  pros¬ 
perity,  and  to  the  preservation  of  which  the  Republican  party 
stands  pledged. 

That  the  agricultural  discontent  which  will  have  in  both 
the  House  and  the  Senate  of  the  next  Congress  a  sufficient  rep¬ 
resentation  to  give  it  voice  presents  a  new  question  of  vital 
importance  to  the  business  community  of  the  entire  country 
cannot  be  denied.  That  so  wild  a  theory  as  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  shall  make  advances  on  crops  and  even  on  the  farms 
themselves  should  be  seriously  advanced  is  after  all  but  little 
different  in  principle  from  that  which  demanded  that  it  should 
issue  fiat  money,  and  by  the  rotation  of  a  printing-press  create 
wealth.  The  one  was  dallied  with  and  encouraged  by  a  cor¬ 
rupt  Democracy,  but  has  been  crushed  down  and  utterly  stamped 
out  by  the  Republican  party ;  and  so  also  will  this  new  heresy 
receive  the  support  of  the  Democratic  party  only  to  be  exposed 
and  overthrown  by  an  awakened  and  triumphant  Repub¬ 
licanism. 
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That  there  is  reason  for  the  existing  discontent  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  farmer  must  be  conceded ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  depression  under  which  he  suffers  is  common  to  the  agri¬ 
cultural  communities  of  the  whole  civilized  world.  In  these 
days  of  electric  communication  and  steam  transportation  it  has 
become  a  truism  and  platitude  that  the  price  of  breadstuffs  is 
the  same  all  the  world  over,  plus  the  cost  of  carriage  by  that 
route  which,  without  regard  to  distance,  is  the  cheapest  in  cost, 
from  the  place  where  the  grain  is  to  that  at  which  it  is  needed  ; 
and  the  very  practical  effect  of  this  fact  of  political  economy  is 
that  the  farmers  not  only  of  America  but  also  of  England,  France 
and  Germany  have  found  themselves  compelled  to  compete  with 
the  products  of  the  fields  held  in  common  and  without  price  by 
the  ryots  of  India  and  transported  to  market  on  government 
railroads  and  by  subsidized  steamships,  with  the  grain  raised  on 
the  vast  steppes  adjacent  to  the  Black  Sea,  and  with  the  crops 
raised  on  the  recently-reclaimed  fields  of  Egypt,  the  products 
of  which  fill  the  granaries  of  Europe  at  prices  at  which  the 
English  and  Continental  farmer  cannot  compete  and  yet  pay 
rent. 

This,  too,  has  given  rise  to  much  discontent  with  our  vast 
system  of  railways  which  bring  the  crops  of  our  prairies  to  our 
seaboard  and  to  the  inland  cities  which  lie  along  the  route,  and 
has  resulted  in  legislation  which  in  many  instances  most  un¬ 
reasonably  reduces  the  freight  rates  of  the  transportation  com¬ 
panies  to  less  than  the  cost  of  the  service.  That  the  financial 
stability  of  our  railroad  companies  cannot  be  attacked  without 
creating  a  disturbance  which  will  materially  affect  the  financial 
security  of  all  other  industries  is  too  plain  to  need  argument ; 
and  the  question  presented  by  this  class  of  legislation  demands 
the  thoughtful  consideration  of  organizations  such  as  this,  and 
the  adoption  of  such  line  of  action  as  will,  by  increasing  the 
population  engaged  in  other  branches  of  labor,  secure  to  the 
American  farmer  a  market  at  home  for  that  small  proportion 
of  his  product  which  he  now  exports  and  seeks  to  sell  in  Europe 
in  competition  with  India,  Russia  and  Egypt,  but  the  price  of 
which  fixes  the  price  of  the  remainder  of  his  crop. 
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But  to  do  this  we  ueed  here  as  everywhere  a  united  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  It  was  by  a  united  party  that  the  Greenback 
craze  was  overcome,  and  by  a  united  party  that  the  McKinley 
bill  was  enacted,  and  it  is  only  by  a  united  party  that  we  can 
impress  reason  upon  the  Farmers’  Alliance  and  preserve  the 
system  which  the  McKinley  bill  has  codified  and  re-enacted. 

It  is  no  sort  of  concern  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  what 
particular  individual  holds  an  office ;  and  it  is  as  illogical  as  it 
is  dangerous  to  allow  ourselv^  to  be  diverted  from  the  issues 
in  which  we  are  interested,  to  take  part  in  and  sustain  the 
quarrel  of  a  faction  in  which  we  have  no  interest,  and  which 
having  been  deposed  from  the  leadership  of  the  party  attacked 
our  late  candidate  for  governor,  and  in  revenge  for  what  they 
considered  grievances  to  their  individual  interests,  struck  at 
him  and  at  us,  whom  he  represented,  from  behind  the  shield 
of  pretended  public  virtue. 

Our  candidate  for  governor  at  the  last  election  represented 
a  new  force  in  the  Republican  party  and  in  the  politics  of 
the  state,  and  it  was  not  unnatural  that  those  who  had 
theretofore  been  able  to  control  the  party  conventions  should 
resent  his  nomination  and  seek  to  defeat  his  election ;  but 
such  quarrels  do  not  properly  concern  the  general  public  in 
any  material  degree,  and  if  we  hope  to  defeat  the  Democratic 
party,  which  has  made  so  long  a  stride  toward  permanent 
power,  and  to  defend  the  true  interests  of  the  public  in 
which  our  own  are  involved  from  the  economic  heresies  to  which 
that  party  stands  pledged,  we  must  lay  aside  all  personal  differ¬ 
ences  and  sustain  with  our  best  energy  and  united  efforts  the 
candidate  of  our  party  nominated  in  accordance  with  our  rules, 
remembering  that  public  officers  are  but  public  servants,  and 
that  we  are  voting  for  principles  and  lines  of  action,  and  not 
merely  for  the  aggrandizement  of  individual  men. 

By  the  Act  of  Congress  of  28th  February,  1871,  and  the 
supplements  thereto,  it  is  provided  that  whenever  in  cities 
having  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  inhabitants  two  citizens, 
and  whenever  in  any  county  or  parish  in  any  congressional 
district  ten  citizens,  prior  to  the  registration  of  voters  or  prior 
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to  the  election  at  which  a  representative  or  delegate  to  Congress 
is  to  be  voted  for,  shall  make  known  in  writing  their  desire  to 
have  such  registration  or  election  or  both  guarded  and  scru¬ 
tinized,  the  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  that  district  shall 
appoint  two  reputable  citizens,  of  different  political  parties, 
supervisors  to  guard  and  scrutinize  the  registration  of  the 
voters,  and  the  casting  and  counting  of  their  ballots ;  and  it  is 
but  a  step  forward  and  in  the  right  direction  to  provide  that 
such  supervisors  shall  make  a  return  of  such  election  to  Con¬ 
gress  itself,  rather  than  that  the  rolls  of  that  body  should  be 
prepared  and  made  out  upon  certificates  from  officers  over 
whom  they  have  no  control. 

The  election  bill  now  before  Congress  does  substantially 
this  and  no  more,  and  the  denunciations  of  its  opponents 
which  have  so  much  impressed  some  of  the  New  York  news¬ 
papers  and  our  own  fellow  citizens,  and  led  them  to  doubt 
the  propriety  of  the  enactment  of  the  so-called  “  Force  Bill,” 
are  almost  ludicrous  to  those  of  us  who  know  that  for  nearly 
twenty  years  every  congressional  election  held  in  this  city  has 
been  “ guarded  and  scrutinized”  by  these  much-abused  super¬ 
visors.  Our  experience  has  shown  that  the  presence  of  United 
States  officers  at  our  elections  has  not  produced  violence 
and  has  been  a  protection  against  fraud  ;  and  when  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Senate  does,  as  it  no  doubt  will,  enact  a  law  which  will 
render  the  appointment  and  presence  of  such  supervisors 
necessary  to  the  validity  of  the  election  of  members  of  Con¬ 
gress,  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  that  the  same 
results  will  follow  in  the  disturbed  districts  of  the  South  as 
have  for  so  long  obtained  in  other  parts  of  our  common  country. 

The  McKinley  bill  has  been  in  force  but  two  months,  and 
the  Customs  Administration  Board  which  will  insure  its  just 
and  equal  enforcement  has  but  recently  been  organized,  and  it 
is  much  too  soon  as  yet  to  feel  the  real  and  final  effects  of  its 
operation;  but  if  our  convictions  as  to  the  results  of  a  protective 
tariff  are  well  founded,  and  we  have  the  courage  of  them,  we 
will  surely  win  back  to  our  party  the  support  of  the  masses  of 
the  men  who  work  and  produce,  and  of  all  classes  of  labor, 
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agricultural  as  well  as  manufacturing,  who  will  find  in  the 
material  prosperity  which  inevitably  follows  diversified  indus¬ 
tries  a  good  and  unanswerable  reason  for  supporting  and 
maintaining  in  power  that  party  which  has  immovably  sus¬ 
tained  honest  finance,  the  security  of  property,  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  American  industries ;  and  in  that  great  work  and 
glorious  victory  this  organization  has  a  duty  to  do  and  a  part 
to  fill,  and  will  as  a  unit  bear  its  share  of  the  contest  and 
partake  in  the  victory. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

SILAS  W.  PETTIT, 

Secretary. 

December  8, 1890. 


20 


TREASURER’S  REPORT,  1890. 


Cash  on  hand  December  2,  1889, . 

Entrance  Fee  from  144  member,  @  $100, . 

Annual  Tax,  1890,  1414  members,  @  $50,  .  .  $70,700  00 


Half  Annual  Tax,  1890,  17  members,  @  $25,  .  .  425  00 

Annual  Tax  under  Rule  19, 1891, 1  member,  @  $25,  25  00 

“  “  “  1890, 4  “  “  100  00 

“  Balance  under  Rule  19,  1890,  1  mem¬ 
ber,  @  $25, .  25  00 

Annual  Tax,  Army,  Navy  and  Consular  Roll,  1890, 

24,  @  $30, .  720  00 


Received  from  Billiards, . $3,371  86 

“  Bowling  Alley, .  108  17 

“  “  Interest, .  602  52 

“  “  Rent,  1416  Sansom  Street,  .  .  .  125  00 

“  1423  Moravian  Street,  ...  75  00 

“  Temporary  Loan, .  40,692  00 

“  “  Sale  of  Merchandise, .  16,266  50 

“  Sale  of  Household  Effects,  ....  150  00 

“  “  Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurance,  .  7  60 

“  Restaurant, .  24,757  04 

“  “  E.  N.  Benson,  for  Billiard  Annex,  .  10,130  00 

“  “  Rent  of  Wardrobes, .  280  00 

u  “  Bathing  Room  and  Pool,  ....  19  50 

u  “  Library  Committee, .  9  57 

“  “  Sundries, .  282  19 


$382  24 
14,400  00 


71,995  00 


96,876  95 


$183,654  19 
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Amount  brought  forward, . $183,654  19 

EXPENDITURES. 

Annual  Tax  returned,  paid  in  error, .  $25  00 

Billiards,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Supplies,  etc.,  .  .  3,351  20 

Bowling  Alley,  Wages  of  Attendants,  Supplies,  etc.,  270  80 

Interest  on  Temporary  Loan,  etc., .  621  25 

Household  Effects, .  9,343  42 

Library  Committee, . 2,717  86 

Taxes  and  Water  Bent, .  3,987  86 

Kepairs  to  League  House, .  2,128  90 

Kepairs  to  Household  Effects, .  2,670  92 

Stock  Indicators,  Telephone,  etc., .  964  50 

Edison  Electric  Lights, . 6,214  50 

Gas, . • .  341  70 

Fuel, . 2,210  00 

Ice, .  2,322  24 

Salaries,  Wages  and  Board  of  Employees,  .  .  .  16,314  75 

Entertainments,  Lunches,  Decorations,  etc.,  .  .  .  2,961  50 

Merchandise, .  15,949  08 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  viz.,  Garden,  License, 

Draping,  Uniforms,  Advertising,  Printing, 

Postage,  Stationery,  Soap,  Soda,  Brooms,  etc.,  .  4,459  87 

Improvements,  CoalVaults,  Alterations  in  Annex,  etc.  3,779  17 

Taxes,  etc.,  1416  Sansom  Street, .  88  40 

“  1423  Moravian  Street, .  53  10 

Temporary  Insurance, .  463  60 

Deposit  for  Permanent  Insurance, .  150  00 

Billiard  Annex, . .  .  15,794  26 

Bathing  Boom, .  1,147  54 

Bestaurant, .  30,647  32 

Temporary  Loan, .  52,692  00 

Bent  of  Wardrobes, .  5  00 

Legal  Services, .  658  50 

Trophies  for  Pool  Tournament, .  148  00 

- - -  182,482  24 


Balance  of  Cash  on  hand, .  $1,171  95 

Philadelphia,  December  5,  1890. 

The  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1890,  com¬ 
pared  them  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  them  to  be  correct. 

GEO.  H.  NOBTH. 

ABM.  S.  PATTEBSON. 
BICHD.  L.  AUSTIN. 
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RESTAURANT. 


Received  from  Provisions, . $14,396  28 

“  “  Wines, .  8,028  01 

“  “  Cigars, .  4,906  42 

“  “  Sundries, .  78 

- $27,331  49 

From  Treasurer,  in  Stock,  . . $2,256  27 

“  “  for  sundry  bills, .  5,206  45 

-  7,462  72 

Increase  in  value  of  Stock  on  hand, .  3,669  10 


$38,463  31 

$11,967  24 
9,956  16 
8,203  00 

$30,126  40 

“  Sundry  Expenses, .  618  56 

“  Wages  and  Board  of  Employees,  .  .  .  6,134  87 

$36,879  83 

Due  by  members, .  1,583  48 

- $38,463  31 

$7,462  72 
46  13 

- $7,508  85 

$367  27 

2,260  97 
3,113  39 
183  74 

$5,925  37 

Due  by  members, .  1,583  48 

- $7,508  85 


Due  Treasurer, . 

“  Profit  and  Loss  Account,  Credit,  .  . 

Stock  on  hand — Provisions, . 

“  “  Wines, . 

“  “  Cigars, . 

Utensils, . 


Paid  for  Provisions, 
Wines,  . 

“  Cigars,  . 
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UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  MEMBERSHIP 

FOR  THE  PAST  YEAR. 


Membership  December  1,  1889, . 

Elected  and  qualified  during  1890, . 

Active. 

1,322 

125 

1,447 

Resigned, . 

Deceased, . 

Suspended, . 

Active. 

.  16 

.  42 

.  3 

61 

1,386 

Active  to  Non-Resident  (Rule  19),  .... 

.  1 

Rule  19. 

1 

Active  Membership,  December  1,  1890,  .  .  . 

Active  Members  elected  and  not  yet  qualified, 

1,385 

1—1,386 

.  .  14 

Total, . 

.  .  .  1,400 

ARMY,  NAVY  AND  CONSULAR  ROLL. 


Total,  December  1, 1889, . 22 

Elected  and  qualified, .  6 

28 

Withdrawn, .  10 

Total,  December  1,  1890, . .  .  18 


( 
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The  following  table  shows  the  active  membership  of  the 
League  from  1863  to  December  1,  1890: 


1863, 

.  968 

1877, 

1864, 

. 1,129 

1§78, 

1865, 

. 1,760 

1879, 

1866, 

. 1,970 

1880, 

1867, 

. 1,805 

1881, 

1868, 

. 1,765 

1882, 

1869, 

. 1,858 

1883, 

1870, 

. 1,746 

1884, 

1871, 

. 1,740 

1885, 

1872, 

. 1,800 

1886, 

1873, 

. 1,861 

1887, 

1874, 

. •  .  .  1,660 

1888, 

1875, 

. 1,558 

1889, 

1876, 

. 1,434 

1890, 

1,181 

874 

851 

938 

978 

1,081 

1,153 

1,213 

1,250 

1,250 

1,250 

1,322 

1,322 

1,400 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

% 


The  following  is  a  list  of  Newspapers,  Magazines  and  other 
periodicals  now  subscribed  to  : 

ENGLISH. 


WEEKLY. 

All  the  Year  Round. 
Athenaeum. 

Field  and  Farm. 

London  Graphic. 

London  Illustrated  News. 
London  Punch. 

London  Truth. 

London  Weekly  Times. 

Pall  Mall  Budget. 

Saturday  Review. 

Spectator. 

Sporting  and  Dramatic  News. 


Edinburgh  Review. 


MONTHLY. 

Art  Journal. 
Blackwood’s  Magazine. 
Chambers’  Journal. 
Contemporary  Review. 
Cornhill  Magazine. 
Fortnightly  Review. 
Longman’s  Magazine. 
Macmillan. 

Nineteenth  Century. 
Notes  and  Queries. 
Temple  Bar. 

'  Westminster  Review. 

QUARTERLIES. 

Quarterly  Review. 


Illustrated  Zeitung. 


GERMAN. 

Fliegende  Blatter. 


WEEKLY. 

Le  Monde  Ulustre. 


FRENCH. 

SEMI-MONTHLY. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 
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AMERICAN. 

DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. 


PHILADELPHIA  MORNING. 

Inquirer,  10  copies. 

North  American,  10  copies. 
Press,  10  copies. 

Public  Ledger,  6  copies. 

Record,  7  copies. 

Times,  7  copies. 


NEW  YORK  MORNING. 

Daily  Commercial  Bulletin,  1  copy. 
Herald,  5  copies. 

Journal  of  Commerce,  1  copy. 
Morning  Journal,  1  copy. 

Press,  3  copies. 

Sun,  5  copies. 

Times,  5  copies. 

Tribune,  5  copies. 

World,  5  copies. 


PHILADELPHIA  EVENING. 

Bulletin,  27  copies — editions  1st,  4 ; 
3d,  2;  last,  21. 

Call,  19  copies — editions  1st,  4;  last, 
15. 

Daily  News,  9  copies. 

Star,  6  copies. 

Telegraph,  25  copies — editions  1st, 
4;  last,  21. 

NEW  YORK  EVENING. 

Commercial  Advertiser,  1  copy. 

Mail  and  Express,  3  copies. 

Post,  2  copies. 


Baltimore  American,  1  copy. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  1  copy. 
Boston  Morning  Journal,  1  copy. 
Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  1  copy. 
Pittsburgh  Commercial  Gazette,  1 
copy. 


San  Francisco  Chronicle,  1  copy. 
St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat,  1  copy. 
Tacoma  Ledger,  1  copy. 
Washington  Star,  1  copy. 


SUNDAY  NEWSPAPERS. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

Dispatch,  4  copies. 

Inquirer,  10  copies. 
Mercury,  3  copies. 

Press,  10  copies. 

Record,  7  copies. 

Taggart’s  Times,  7  copies. 
Times  (McClure’s),  8  copies. 
Transcript,  6  copies. 

World,  5  copies. 


NEW  YORK. 

Herald,  5  copies. 

Morning  Journal,  1  copy. 
Press,  3  copies. 

Sun,  5  copies. 

Times,  5  copies. 

Tribune,  8  copies. 

World,  5  copies. 


Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  1  copy. 
Baltimore  American,  1  copy. 


San  Francisco  Chronicle,  1  copy. 
St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat,  1  copy. 
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WEEKLY. 


American. 

American  Economist,  2  copies. 
American  Notes  and  Queries. 

Army  and  Navy  Journal. 

“  u  Register. 
Bradstreets. 

Commercial  List  and  Price  Current. 
Cook’s  Studio. 

Financial  and  Compiercial  Chronicle. 
Forest  and  Stream. 

Frank  Leslie’s  Newspaper. 
Germantown  Telegraph. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

Illustrated  American. 

Iron  Age. 


Judge. 

Legal  Intelligencer. 

Life. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

Nation. 

Public  Opinion. 

Puck. 

Quaker  City  Guide. 

Railway  Age. 

Scientific  American. 

“  Supplement. 
Sporting  Life. 

Voice. 

Weekly  Bulletin. 

Wilkes’  Spirit  of  the  Times. 


MONTHLY. 


American  Naturalist. 
Appleton’s  Railroad  Guide. 
Arena. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Century,  3  copies. 
Cosmopolitan. 

Forum  Magazine. 

Harper’s  Monthly,  2  copies. 
Library  Journal. 

Library  Notes. 


Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Literary  News. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
North  American  Review. 

Outing. 

1 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Postal  Guide  of  the  United  States. 
Scribner’s. 

United  Service  Magazine. 
Wallace’s  Monthly. 


QUARTERLY. 

Journal  of  Military  Service  Institu-  !  Political  Science  Quarterly. 

tion.  Shakespeariana. 

Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History 
and  Biography. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Weeklies,  48. 

Dailies,  34. 

Illustrated  Weeklies,  15. 

Monthlies  and  Quarterlies,  39. 

Total,  136. 

SAMUEL  B.  HUEY, 

Chairman. 
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